(970 BCe elle TOYKa 3peHUsT UMIIEpaTopa)

YecTHO rOBOPS, 5 IaBHO TaK He XKUJI, C TAKUM SICHEIM ¥ CBOOOIHEIM YMOM. Hy, ITOJIOBUHY TeX JIeT [0
TOTO, KaK MeHs BbIOpaji HAcIeMHBIM IIPUHIIEM, @ HAKOIUBIIHECS M060YHbIe 3G GEKTH HUKAK He
TIPOXOOMIIN. 1 IBITaICs HaUTH OPAaTCTBO MaroB, KOTOPHIE MOTJIM OBl TOMOYb, HO 6€3pe3yIbTaTHO.

Brionke eCTeCTBEHHO, YTO s He CMOT [OJIZKHHIM 00pa30M MPUBEIKHYTH K CemecTuu, KoTopas,
Ka3aJ1ock Orl, yrana ¢ HeGa. HeynuBUTENbHO, 4TO MHE OBUIO TPYOHO AepKaTh ce0s B pyKax u
afleKBaTHO pearupoBaTh Ha Hee, He TOBOPS y2Ke O TOM, YTOOHI MOHSTE, TOUYeMy S5 TaK cebs Bell.

Bot noueMy s ObUI Tak 3aKOMITJIEKCOBAH. {1 OBl He CTaJl IOBTOPATH 9TO CHOBA. f1 4YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MO€E
cepaue 6peTcs GbICTPee, KOTHA S TUXO AyMan 0 Hed. ECTeCTBEHHO, Ha YM IIPUIIIKA €€ PHIKKE BOIOCH
u GnecTsmuye riaa3a. U Maruyeckuil Kpyr, BLI'PaBUPOBAHHEIN Ha ee Telle.

Ecnu mogyMaTh, MHe KaxeTcsi, YTO 3a0bIBai0 BOCIIOMUHaHNE, KOTOPOTO Y MEHS He [IOIKHO OBITh.
IyMBI, OCMBICTIEHHBIE MHOH B OIIETIEHEHUH, PACCESIIUCh JIUIIb TOJTBKO TOTHA, KOT{Ia BOPBAJICS
PaCTEPSTHHBINA CTOPOXK.

¢ HaxMypuIICs, HETIPUSTHOE YyBCTBO Oypnuiio BHYyTpu MeHs. [lonroe BpeMs JIoy paboTas 1mog MouM
HaydajoM U OBIJT He U3 TeX, KTO JIETKO MPOsIB/IsieT 6eCIIOKOMCTRO.

-B uem pgeno?

-Bamie Benm4ecTso ...

-Ia! B uem meno?

-9 ... Cenectusl...

¢ Haxmypurics ee 60sbie, HeCIIOCOOHOCTh 3aKAaHYMBATh IPEIIoKeHUs Obla 10 0ORIKHOBEHUIO
IIJIOXOM MPHUBBIYKOH.

-Utak... { He 3HaIO, I'Ie OHA ...

-4T0 TH UMeeLlb B BUAY?

-Ee He OBIJIO B KOMHATe, M HUKTO He BUAEJ, KyZa OHa yIIUIa. Y Bac eCTh KakKue-HuOyOb
IIPennoIoXKeHus?



4 cebe IIpeaCTaBUThL HE MOT, YTOOBI OHA HaMepPEeHHO KyIa-TO IIOIJia IIOCpean HOYH. ITo MOeEMYy
IIO3BOHOYHHUKY Hp06e}KaH xomom. KTo-To B HMIIEPATOPCKOM OBOPIi€ UCIIOJIb30BAJl MAaTUIO.

[To3xe, BCIOMHUB, 4To CeJlecTus CIpalinBalia Y MeHs pa3pelleHus IIOTOBOPUTD C MIPECTYITHUKOM
JUYHO. {1 coryacuscs, mojaras, 4To OHa IOJOXKAET [0 3aBTpa.

OueHb HAJEIOCh, YTO OHA HE IIOIIa.

1 TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO MOM IIPEqYyBCTBUS HUKOTa He GBIBAIOT OIIKO0YHEIMY. Y maxke BhIOerast Hapyxy,
51 XOTeJT GBI OTPHUILIATE 9TO. §1 BHEII, KaK OXUBUIIMCh U3MyUEHHEIE CTPAXXKHUKY [IPU BUIE CBOETO
MMIIepaTopa.

4 cxBaTUI OGHOTO U3 HUX:

-4T0 CIIyYUIIOCH CETOMHS B MOA3eMeNbe C Y3HUKOM-IIPUHIIEM uMnepuu Temoma?

-BmoBcTBylomas uMmneparpuiia norpebosasa ero 0CBOO0KAEHUS, HO IIOCTIE 9TOTO...

-Ero ocsobomunu?

-Ia.

Ene-erne 3amepiny B TEMHUIIE, @ IIOTOM BeIycTuIu? Het, a KTo-HUOYOb AyMaJl, YTO YTO-TO, BPOOe
KJISITIOB ¥ HAPYYHUKOB, CMOT'YT 3alleyaTaTh ClIOCOOHOCTH Mara?

YTO MOXKET crenaThb TaKOM TaJIaHTJIMBBIN YGHI-OJIOK, €CJIx €T0 IIyCTAT B I/IMHepaTOpCKPIfI nBopeu?

Y Mmens 3abosesna roxosa.

HaHpaBI/IBI.T.II/ICB B IIOKOH BI[OBCTBYIOH.[efI HUMIIEPaTPHUIHI, g IIPUKA3adJl OXPaHe IIPOU3BECTH o6ricK. Ho
IIpexpae, 4eM s YCIIeJI Tyda J106paTI:C${, OOWH U3 OXPAaHHUKOB 6pOCI/IJ'IC$I KO MHe€, YIIaJI Ha KOJIEHU 1
3alljlaKall.

-EcTh noka3aHus TOPHUYHOM, KOTOpas BUAeEJa MyXK4YUHY B Macke, fepxatero CenecTuo u
yieTaroLero!

-YTak, Tl TOBOPHUIIIb...

-YenoBek B Macke, noxuiaromnui CenecTulo...



ITomaBuB CBOE pa3nopaxeHnue, g CIIDOCHUIIL:

-B kaKOM HampaBIeHUU?

XoTsa OXpaHHUK He OBLT C006pa3I/ITeJ'IBHI:IM, TEM He MeHee OH IIOMHUJI MHOr0€. BrIno TPYOHO
IIOBEPUTH, UTO B Hebe Ha UMIIEPATOPCKUM OBOPIIOM MO2KET JIETATh Mdr'. nu II03TOMY €ro rojioc
3By4all HEYBEPEHHO, KOT'Ma PaCCKa3bkIBaJl B KAKOM HaAIIPpABJIEHWU YJIETEJIN OBOE.

4 BUMen, HaCKOIbKO BeNMUKHU CriocoOHOCTH KyoHa, ¥ y MeHs OBLIO TIOOO3pEHUe, YTO OH He 0XKUall,
YTO €r0 apecTyIOT Ha I'la3axX y uMiepaTopa. He MoxkeT GbITh, YTOOH OH IIPUILENT CIOfla COBEPIIEHHO
onuH. BeposiTHO, OyHeT CloXXHee HaWTH ero Mocjie TOro, Kak OH BCTPETHIICS C COOOITHUKOM. [lymas,
YTO MBI CMOXKEM JOOHUTHCS OT HET'O UyTh OOJIbIIe IIPABOLI ITOCIIE eT0 IIOMMKH, I HUKAK He 0XKUIAJl, YTO
BIOBCTBYIOIIIast UMIIepaTPHUIla TakK CKOPO MPOSIBUT CeOsI...

O, Temeps s MO-HACTOSIIEMY B30EIIeH...

-OxpaHa.

[TosiBUMKCH OBOE MY2XK4YMH, U IB€ KEHIIWHEI - BC€ B Y4EPHOM, ¥ MOJI4a OIIYCTUIIMCh Ha KOJIEHH.

-[Ipecnenyiite ux.

Bce ueTBepo TyT Xe PaCTBOPUIIUCH HAa MECTE, U s IIOIIeN K 0COOHSKY, TIe 0CTaHOBUIIACh
BIOBCTBYIOIAs UMIIepPaTPHIIA.

OHa He BHITJISIIeNIa 3aClaHHOM, HO OyTO OHa CIasa B JlerkoM xanate. OHa MpemIioxkuIa MHE
Pa3MeCTUTHCS B OTEIbHOU JBOPIIOBOM TOCTUHOM, HO 1 He HaMepeBaJICs, IT0Ka IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPE
Ha Hee.

BroBcTByIOIIas uMIepaTpulia, yooOHO yCTPOUBIINCH Ha CBOEM MeCTe, U TSI Ha MeHsI CHU3Y BBEPX,
IIPOU3HECIa:

- Kak HeBexuBO! Bhl IpUIIK KO MHE B TAKOU [IO3OHUY YaCc ¥ HUYEro He TOBOpUTeE. f X04y 3HaTh,
4yTO npoucxonut! Brl 3HaeTe CKOIBKO ceryac BpeMeHu?

4 meyansHO pacCMedIics. OHa a0CoOJI0THO He I[IepeHoCuila MEeH, a i1 - ee JIMIeMepPue.

-Bam Beceno?

-O yeM BBl TOBOPUTE?



-Br1 HaBemany 4yejoBeKa B TEMHHUIIE, @ 3aTEM OTIIyCTHUJIN ero?

CKpecTUB HOTH C KOKETJIUBOM y/ILIOKOM, Ha KOTOPYI0 MOT OBl KJTIOHYTh TOJIBKO MyK4YKHa-clnabak, OHa
IIPOU3HECTIa:

-Brl 6pocaeTe MHe Takue OOBHHEHUS, TOBOPUTE TaKHe Bellly, KOTOPEIe IIOCTOPOHHKE JIOAU MOTYT
IIOHSITh HEIIPABUJIBHO. 3a4eM MHe 3T0?

-Xe.

-9TO0 BEpHO, 5 HaBellasna ero. [IpocTo meiTanach OBITE C HUM HEMHOTO JieJIMKaTHEe, IIOTOMY YTO OH -
IIPUHI] YY2KOU CTPaHHl, U g 00s3aHa OTHOCUTLCS K HEMY C [IOCTOMHCTBOM. Pa3Be BIOBCTBYIOIIAS
MMIlepaTpulla He [onkKHa 3a00TUTHCS 0 Belax, 40 KOTOPHEIX UMIIEPATOPY Aefia HeT?

-9TO0 Tak?
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