Ero cmoBa MeHsI 0Y4eHb 00€CIIOKOUIIH, IIOCKOJIBKY TaKOe€ IIpeayIpexaenne rmogpasyMmeBajio, 4To
BCKOPE MOXKET CIIYIHUTBCS YTO-TO OYEHbB IIJIOXOE.

HMmiepaTop, BEPOSITHO, ObIT TOTO K€ MHEHHS, YTO U 1.

Ha ero nuie OOTHOBPEMEHHO PAaClBeJIn COMHEHNE U HEJOBOJIECTBO.

— [Touemy oHa momxHa 6exkaTb? OT 4ero UMeHHO?

— 4 mogo3peBar, YTo y Hee MOXKeT ObITh MHOTO BpParoB, HO Tak WM WHaYe, OHA Haxuma cebe elne
opHOTrO. Hu [y1d KOT0o Beb HE CEKPET, UTO BO BHYTPEHHUX fAenax UMmnepuu Bypr TBOPUTCS MOIHBIN
6apmak? O, He CMOTPUTE Ha MEHS TakK, KOMY, KakK He BaM 3HaTh, UTO 3TO - YUCTAs MIpaBfa.

— Moxelllb TOBOPHUTH KOHerTHee?

— l'oToBuTCsa HanapeHue. [IpaMo Ha akKageMuIo.

Yro oH, uepT nobepu, HECET?

MEI ¢ UMIIEPATOPOM MEPETIIIHYHCh. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO MBI IIPeAIIoJiaraial HeKOe BMellaTeIbCTBO,
HO 4TOOBI KTO-TO TIOLIEJ Ha TaKylo OepP30CTh?

910 MecTo OBITIO cepanieM Byprckoi uMmnepuu. 3mech YIYUIUCh IETH U3 BCeX 0IaropoIHBIX ceMel 1
BBHIIIYCKaJIUCh CaMble BEIAAIOIIAECS YUeHHIE.

CYHJ,'eCTBOBaJ'IO HerjacHoe COTJallleHKe, YTO He3aBUCHUMO OT TOI'0, HaCKOJILKO HeCcTaOuIbHBIM OBIIO
COCTOdHNE CTPAHEI, B ClIy4dae, eCJIk OeJjI0 JOXOOUJIO OI0 BOMHHI, OBIII0 HEITMCAHBIM IIPpaBUJIOM, 49TO
XpaMbI 1 aKaJJeMUU HU B KOEM CJIy4a€ He JOJIZKHBI ITIOOBEPraThCA HallaleHUIM.

Ho ecru OOIIyCTUTD, YTO B UMIIEPUN o0CTaHOBKa OelCTBUTEILHO OCTABISIET XKejaTh JIy41iero,
O3HAYad€T JIK 3TO, YTO HEKTO U BIIPpAaBOYy IIOCMEET HAIIdCTh Ha aKameMuio?

C kakoi 1enpio? KoMy BooOIIIe MOTJIO B TOJIOBY IIPUUTH TaKoe?

— Tt xouets, 4TOOH! 1 TOBepuUa Te0e Ha CII0BO?

— MHe Bce paBHO, TIOBEPUTE BH MHE WJIM HET, HO 51 XO4y, YTOOH ee OTIIPABUIIU B IPYTOe MECTO.
Bonee 6e3omacHoe.

BrIpaxkeHue JTMila UMIIepaTopa IPHoOpPesio CTPaHHEIN OTTeHOK. OH 37I0BeIle YCMEeXHYJICS U IBUHYIICS
BIEpeN, YTOOH ellle pa3 MHYTh MapHs.



YeloBeK, IeKaBIINHN Ha XKMBOTE, 3aCTOHAJI ¥ M30 BCEX CUIJI ITOMBLITAICS IIPUIIOOHATHECS Ha JIOKTE.

— 3ps TpaTuTe BpeMs. A cCKopee yMpy, UeM BbIgaM Kakyio-1u60 nHGOpPMaIHIo.

I/IMr[epaTop HHUKOI'Ta He BEIHOCHUII CKOpOHaHHTeHBHBIfI CMepTHBII;I IIPUTOBOD. Bnpoqu, OH MOT
JOCTAaBUTL 3TOMY 4Y€JIOBEKY HAaCTOJIbLKO HEBEIHOCHUMYIO 60]'[1:, 4YTO CMEPTh €My IIOKAaXKETCA ITIOOAPKOM.

3a 4To, YepPT BO3bMH, CpaXKaJiCs 3TOT ITapeHb, ¥ TI0YEMY OH BeJI pa3roBOp Tak Aep3K0?

[Toka uMIepaToOp BEPTEN B CBOEM PyKe KMHKAJ, 1 BOPYT 3aMeTusa, KakK B yXe He3HaKoMIla
CBEpKHYJa cepbra. MajeHbKas cepbra B opme Karnu u3 6eyoro Hedpurta ¢ roayOsMu
IPOXKUIKaMU. ¢ BCIIOMHMIIA, KaK flaBHEIM-aBHO JInbepTu paccka3biBajia MHe, UTO He(PPUT 0YeHb
CJI02KHO JOCTaTh, ¥ YTO KaMeHb, Jaxke pa3MepPOM C 3ePHBIIIKO CTOUT I10-HACTOSIIEMY OOIBIINX JeHeT.

Tot (I)aKT, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK CKPEIBAJICA IO TEMHBIMU OOE2KOaMH, HO BEICTABUJI HAIIOKA3 TaKHUE
Ceprru, MOr O3Ha4aTh, 4YTO OH UJIK HE 3HaAJl, HACKOJIbLKO OHHM NOPOrue, ujin eMmy OBLTIO TIJIEBATh HAa UX
CTOHMMOCTBE.

[TocrenHee 03HAYAsI0, YTO OH BEChbMa COCTOSATENIbHAS IMYHOCTh. KpoMe TOro, OH Bafien Maruen,
CPaBHUMOH I10 CHJIe pa3Be YTO CHJIe CAMOI0 MMIEepaTopa.

¢ mombITanack BCIOMHUTD, €CTh I KTO-HUOYOb, KTO MOT OBl MMETh Marun4eCcKue 3aJaTKu TOT0 XKe
YPOBHSI, YTO U UMIIEPaTop.

Ilo MeHs He pa3 JOXOOUIM Clyxu 0 KyoHe, IpuHLE uMIepuu Tenmona, CTpaHbl, 'paHuvallen ¢
TononuHOM.

Ho 9T0 mpoCcTO HEMBICTTUMO, YTOOBI IPUHII APYTOM CTPAHBI BOT TaK 3alPOCTO Pa3TyIUBal 110 YyKOU
AMIIepuHu. XOTH...

ToT (l)aKT, YTO Maru4ecCkoe moapa3fgesIeHue, CO3JaHHO€e UMIIEPATOPOM, YIIYCTHIIO 3TOTO YE€JIOBEKa,
HaBOOHUJIO HAa MBICJIb, YTO OH OBILIT OOBOJIBHO CHUJIBHBIM YapPOLOeeM.

MMrepaTop, Ka3anoch, OB pa3mocagoBaH TeM, YTO ITapeHb He OBLT 3alyraH ¥ CTapascs
pasroBapuBaTh C HUM Ha PaBHEIX, HECMOTPS Ha €ro BeChMa HEBLIIOJHOE IIOJI0KEHHeE.

[To MoeMy MHEHUIO OH OBII [IOBOJIBHO CMEJIBIM, YTOOBI BECTH Pa3roBOP C UMIIEPATOPOM B TaKOMH
obcTaHOBKe. U elre... KaK e OH II0X0X Ha TOJIIIUHIIEB.

Tep3asicb COMHEHUSIMH, S IIATHYJIA BIIepef, YOePKKUBasi CBOEN PYKON PYKY UMIIEPATOpa, B KOTOPOH
BCe ellle HaXOMUJICS KUHXKaJl.



— Ilpowy, nogoxnuTe!

— B uem geno?

— KaxerTcs, aTOT IIapeHb C CaMOTI'0 Ha4dadJla He KeJlaJl IPDUYUHUTE MHE 3JIa. r]:[yMaIO, HaM HY2KHO
BBICJIYIIIATE €T0.

— Be3YCJ'IOBHO, - KOBAPHO YCMEXHYJICA UMIIEPATOD, ITIOKA4YXWBasd KUHXKAJIOM B DYKe. — U ecTtb MHOTO
C1oco00B 3aCTaBUTh €TI0 TOBOPHUTE.

— BuI mpaBHI, HO... €C/IY BHI HABPEOUTE €MY, 3TO MOXKET CTaTh IPUYMHOM MEXAYHAPOTHOIO
KOH(DIIUKTA...

— YT0 TH UMeeIlb B BUIY?

— 4 mymaro, 4TO 3TOT YenoBek - KyoH, npuHI Tenmnoasl.

Ecmu OBl 0H OBLT XOTS OB HAIIOJIOBHHY TaK K€ OIIBITEH, KaK UMIIEPATOP, OH, BEPOATHO, CKPBIII OBI
CBOHM S5MOILIMH, OOHAKO Ha JINIlE IOHOIIN OTO6pa3I/IJ'IOCB HEBEPOSATHOE YOUBIICHUE.

— 4 He cobuparscs CKpeIBaTh 3TO, HO...

«Tak 3T0 0H?! Kakoro uepra OH B OIUHOYKY CJIOHSETCS 110 4yKOU CTpaHe?»

Pa3ppaxkeHHBIM, UMIIEpaTOP CXBaTUl KyoHa 3a BOPOTHUK U ITOAHSI €TO0.

— U c Kakoii 11e/1bI0 IPUHL Tenmnoasl MPOCKOJIb3HYJI B CaMO€e CepALie MOel CTPaHbI?

— §1 BaM yXke cka3as. Pamgu Hee.

— YTo 3a?..

KyOH CIIOKOHHO BBEITIPSIMUIICS, BCEM BHUIOM ITOKa3kiBasi, YTO He coObupaeTcs yberats. B ero rimasax
rosiBuiICcS OJIeck.

— Twl, Hy...

— Mesns 30ByT Cenectusl.



— Kaxk Tl morapmanachk, KTo 1°?

— Pa3Be 310 ceruac uMeeT 3HaueHue? IIpoCcTo CKaxXy MHe, 3a4eM THI 30eChb. [loueMy s moIKHa
0exarn?

KYOH IIOCMOTPEJI B OKHO, CJIOBHO IIPUKUAOBIBAA, I'T€ HAXOOUTCA COJIHIE, 4 3aTEM IIOBEPHYJICA 06paTHO.
ITocne Toro Kak oH TIIOATBEPANII MOIO OOTaJgKy O €ro JIMYHOCTH, 4 3aMeTHJIa, YTO €0 HOI'TH U BOJIOCEI
IMOACTPHUZKEHBI TaK aKKYPATHO, YTO A YOIMBUJIAChH, KaK {1 HE 3aMETHUJIa 3TOI'0 PAaHBIIIE.

— 4 He MOT 0CTaBaThLCS B CTOPOHE. Bartmra BOOBCTBYIOIIAsA UMIIEPATPHIId COBCEM BBIZKHIIA U3 YMa.

— BposcTBylollasg uMneparpuua...?

— [ymarto, geTamu nmydiine o6bsICHUTS M03Xke. K MOMEHTY UX HalafgeHusT 0CTalloCh He TaK YK ¥ MHOTO
BPEMEHH.

— Y-uyT0?

— Ilnanupyercst MacmTabHas aTaka, a M032Ke BO BCeM 0OBUHSAT MOBCTaHILEeB. CuenaTte 3T0 OyHeT He
CJI0KHO, TIOCKOJIBKY K Ballleil UMIIEPUY C HE[aBHUX IIOP IPUCOEOUHUIOCH HEMAJIO MEJIKUX
TOCYapCTB.

— Ho Bemp...
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