A BOPYT ero Ha caMOM [efie ceidac MBITal0T B TeMHUIE? BipoyeM, maxe eCiy OH B JaHHBI MOMEHT
HaXOOUTCA 3a IpefesiaMy ABOPIA, 3TO He 3HAUUT, YTO 3a HUM He ClefsaT. [J[yMato, UMIIepaTop
cooOmum O6b1 MHE, ecyiu OBl y3HAJ YTO-TO 0 KceHoHe...

WUnu "e coobmmn? ...2KuB 11 0H BooOIIIe?

— ...Bel MeHs cnymaeTe?

T'onoc cekpeTaps BepHYJ MEHS K peabHOCTH, BEIPBaB U3 pa3gymui. OH CMOTpes Ha MeHS,
HEeJ0OBOJIbHO HaXMypPuB OPOBH.

— MHe KaxeTcs, Bbl BUTaeTe I'oe-To B o0jIakax.

— Ox, HeT, s BCe CIIbIIIaa.

— W 4TO0 Xe g ckazan?

B Takue MOMEHTHI 51 Oblyla pafa CBoel 6e3ympeyHoi maMsaTh. 4 mepeckasalia eMy ero CJI0Ba, KOTOPHIE
CIIBIIIAJIa OMHUM YXOM, IIPH 9TO PA3MEIIIISAS COBEPIIEHHO O IPYTUX Bellax.

— TToCKOBKY MPHUIIUIO BPeMst HaHSATh O0JIbllIee KOTHYECTBO CANOBHUKOB IJIsT OOHOBJIEHUS Cafa,
HY2KHO 3apaHee COTJIacOBAaTh PaclyCcaHue MEePOIPUITHH B cafy.

Ero BeIpaxkeHue nulla pacciabuiocs.

— JlocTaToO4HO. XOpOHIO, MHE, HaBEpPHO€, IT0Ka3aJIOCh. MozxkeTe OBITb CBOOOMIHHI.

— Cnyumarocs.

— HW... Mucc Cenectus?

— Ha?

— Iloxany#, y MeHsI He TaK MHOTO BpeMeHu. Mou KoJieHH, CliMHa... Bo3pacT maet o cebe 3HATH.

— O, cekpeTaps...

— C HeTepneHUEM X[y Ballero JOCPOYHOTO BREIITyCKa U BCEM CepAlleM HafleloCh Ha Bac, Kak Ha
NOCTOVHOT0O IIPEEMHUKA.



¢ HemOBKO yIBEIOHYIACh ¥ KUBHYJIA. Y MEeHsI CTAHOBUJIOCH BCe 0OJIbIIe U OOJIbIle TPUYUH TOOUTHCS
PAHHEr0 BHIIYCKA, XOTs IOHAYAJTy 3TO OBIJIO MPOAUKTOBAHO JIUIIh MOUM JKeJlaHueM OBITh OJTHKe K
UMIIEPaTopy.

[TompoIaBIIMCh C CEKPETApeM, s HallpaBUIach B CBOI0 KOMHATY, T{ie MIPUHSJIa BAaHHYIO, TI03TOMY K
UMIIePaTOpPY S IOIIa yKe B 6ojee 60mpoM pacronoxenun gyxa. OH y1exkalt Ha CBOeHd KpPoBaTH, H,
KaK 00BIYHO, ITPOCMATPHUBAJI BaxKHbIe Oymaru. iMmepaTop, MOJIKHO OBITh, TOXKE MCKYIAJICS IOCIe
IOJITOM IOe3TKH, TaK KaK ero BOJIOCH], paHee IMOKPHITHIE IbIIbI0, CeHYac ObIIM BIaXKHEIMHU U
OJIeCTAIUMHU.

3HAaKOMUTHCS CO BCEMU IOPpUINYeCKUMHU aCIIeKTaMu, TPGGYIOH.II/IMI/I OKOHYATEJIbHOT'O YTBEPXKIOEHHUA, BO
BpeMs IIyTelmeCTBUsA, NOJI2KHO 6I:ITI>, HeJlerkKkad 3aja4da JazKe OJisd CaMOro MMIIepaTopa.

4 mopoiia K HeMy U cejla Ha KPOBaTh, II0JIOKUB PYKY €My Ha CcuHy. Ero Koxa Oblyia MATKOM, HO
BBITJISIZIETIa OHA IIPOCTO y2KacHO. Teneps ero cuuHa, Ha KOTOPOH paHee OBUIM JIUIIb IIPaMEh,
OTHaJIeHHO II0X0XKYe Ha CHHSIKY, Oblla IOKPHITa PybiiaMu Bce 6ojiee 0T4eTIuBoM GopMbl. Pazymom s
IIOHMMaJla, 4TO CBeXKas KPOBOTOYallasl paHa ropa3fo ydile [0fAaBanach IedeHno, YeM cTapasi, HO
BUZIETH 3TO OBLJIO He 0YeHb IPUSATHO.

PanbIre mo604HEM 3GGEKT IPOSBISAICSA B BUfe OarpOBEIX CUHSKOB, @ CEYac ero CriuHa Oblia
MCII0JIOCOBAHa IITy0OOKMMU paHEHUSIMHU... BOIOCh TPeCTaBUTh, CKOJIBKO CHJI OH OTPATUJI, YTOOH
0Ka3aThCsl B TAKOM COCTOSTHUMU.

B03MO0XKHO, ¥3-3a TOTO, YTO TEIEPh Y HETO eCTh 5, OH OyMaJl, YTO CMOXKEeT BHIePKaTh ropasno
Gompummii ypoH? Wik 9T0 TOTOMY, UTO Teleph OH 00pes HEKOTOPYyo cBoGoOy OT GecripeprIBHOM 60T ?

HecmoTps Ha TpaBMHI ¥ 00JIb, OH IIPOMOJIXKaI UCII0Ib30BaTh Bce 6osee u 60jiee MOIIHYIO Maruio.

B Moedt Tos0Be POMIIOCH TAaK MHOTO BOIIPOCOB, HO s IPEeOIIoYIa fepxKaTh POT HA 3aMKe, [iejiasi TO, YTO
oT MeHs TpeOoBanoch. OH OKa3aJicst B TaKOW 0€3bICXOMHOM CHUTYaAllMH, KOTla HApoy CTPAaHEl 3aBUCE]T
JIUIIb OT Hero, uMiepaTopa. Ho MHe He X0TeI0Ch TOBOPUTH UTO-MK00, YTO MOTIIO OBI IIPO3BYYaTh Kak
0OBHUHEHHE.

4 mpoHUKasa B €ro TeJio MefJIeHHO, IIPeofoyieBasi o0 OMHOMY CJI0I0 Marudeckoro a¢dekra 3a pas,
CJIOBHO pacIyThiBast HUTHU. [JOTSHYBUIUCH B CaMOe OTHaJIeHHOe MeCTO, KOTOPOe TOJIbKO MOTJIa, 5
IIPOCTO Imopa3usach. Kak BoobIre MoTiia CyIecTBOBaTh TaKasi CBePXCJI0KHas Marus?

Korpa Most pyKa KOCHYJIaCh TEMHO-CHHET0 TPEYTOJIbHOTO IIpaMa, KMIIePaTop KOPOTKO B3TOXHYII.
[lepeBens mbIxaHWE, OH CHOBA YTKHYJICSI HOCOM B OYE€PEOHON JOKYMEHT.

BpewMs meTeno He3aMeTHO, ITOKa s 3aHWMaslach JleueHreM OCTABIIUXCS PaH, BeMIs PyKaMU OT MBIIII]
IIey K KPemKoii CIIMHE, a 3aTeM BO3BpallasiCh K muedam. JIUIIb KOTja OMyCTUTUCh CyMEPKH, eTo
ciiHa npuobpesna 6olee-MeHee MPUIMYHBIN BUL.



4 Bcrana, CTapasiChk HE BEIKA3BIBATE CBOETO paCCTp017ICTBa.

Most To0Ba KpyKHUJIach OT IIpofieiaHHOM paboTel. Ho 51 cmenana Bce, 4To OBIIIO B MOUX CHTIAX.
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