— 3Haellb, MHE KaXKeTCs, YTO Thl TPATHUIIL MO€ BPEMSI BIIYCTYIO 3TOM 6€CCMBICIIEHHON OONTOBHEN.
[lepecTaHb HECTH aXWHEIO ¥ TOBOPH, 3aY€M Thl MEHS 103Bas. Thl - TJIaBHEIM 0QUIlED B MaruyeCcKoM
kopnyce? Ecnu He Halsoch HUKOTO, KpoMe Te0s1, 3HauUT, BCI MMIepus fokHa OmacaThCs 3a CBOU
JKU3HU.

Cepexk, HaNBIIEHHO paccMesiics, Kak OyATo MOM Cj10Ba ObLIM BOCIIPUHSITH UM KakK IIyTKa, U
B3MaxHYJI CBOEH 4eJIKOU.

— [ToueMy THI TOCTOSHHO TPyOuUIIL? TH Bedb BCeTfa MoAmepkKruBala MeHs, XBauia U TOBOPUJIa, YTO
s cMor'y mobuThcs Gorblero, He Tak nu? Thl OblTa TIEPBOM, KTO PACIIO3HAN BO MHE HACTOSIIHH
TaJIaHT.

«He cmemu. {1 Bce 3T0 roBOpHIa IUIIL IIOTOMY, YTOOBI Thl HE 0TYaUBAJICA ¥ He YyBCTBOBaN cebs
MYCOpPOM, a He IIOTOMY, YTO Obl/Ia BleYaTjeHa UIIK YTO-TO B 9TOM pofae. MHe OvlIo kKasb Te0s1, BeOb y
Te0s1 OBIO TaKO€e TOBEPXHOCTHOE TOHUMaHNe MHOTHUX BEIIel, HE COU3MEPUMOE TBOEMY TaJIaHTy,
TI09TOMY 51 BCSTUECKH MOJepKuBasa Tebs, MOTUBUPYS Ha 6oJiee yCepOoHbE CTapaHUs.»

...Jd Torga Te MHe HpaBuics. Torma T OBUT IOJIOH SHTY3Wa3Ma U TOBOPHUJI, YTO XOUelllb CTaTh
nyumied Bepcuel cebs. OOelran, 4To MBI OygeM BMecTe - THL, 1 u CaMupguoH. Tax 4To...

¢l Ha MrHOBeHUe 3aKphl/la I'/1a3a U riy0oKo B3moxXHYMa. K c4acThio, 9TH BOCIIOMUHAHUS YIETYYUIIUCD
TaK e ObICTPO, KaK ¥ HaX/IHHYH. He uMesno 3HaYeHus, KakK g I0CTyIaia B IPOLIIOM U YTO
roBopuia. Y MeHsS eCTh CMEeJIOCTh IIPU3HATh, UTO 5 OblJla HAaWBHOM U riymoii. Ceiuac 5 3Hal0, YTO 3a
JINYHOCTH OH U3 ce0s pefiCcTaBIsEeT.

— Jla. {1 nommepxkuBasna Teb6s paHbine. Ho 9T0 He 3HAYMUT, YTO THI JOCTATOYHO XOPOII [IJIsi MUCCHUH,
BO3JI0KEHHOM Ha Te0s. YK g-TO 3Hal0, 0 YeM T'OBOPIO.

— C 4ero TH BAPYT Tak Pe3KO M3MEHUIa CBOe MHEHUE O MOUX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX?

— Trl He TOHMMaeIb CyTU MOUX CJI0B, Cepexk.

— Celyac y MeHsI €CTh TO, Yero He ObIJI0 paHblile - ocofast CllocoOOHOCTh, fapOBaHHAs MHE CaMOn
“MIIepaTpuLen.

Ocobas ciocoOHOCTS ...faHHasA uMnepaTpuiei? Cepek TOpKeCTBEHHO 3JI0pPafiCTBOBal, HO g 4ysia
YTO-TO COMHUTEJILHOE BO BCEU 3TOM CUTyallUH.

— O yeM THI TOBOPHIIIE?

— A, 3a0ynnb. B mo6oM ciydyae, Hallld BCTPEYU HEMUHYEMEI, M €CJTH THl XOYEITh XOTh KaK-TO
IIPEYCIIETh B 9TOM XKU3HMU, 51 0KaXy Tebe YCIyry - MOXKeIlh BEPHYTHCS KO MHe B JI060e BpeMs.



4 ycrpemuna Ha Cepeka B3rJidf, IOIHBIYA OMEP3€eHUS.

[To ero HeNlOBKOM ynbIOKe, s COejIaia BEIBOJ, YTO OH He XOTeJ TOBOPUTH O CBOEW HOBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH,
HO CJIy4ailHO ITPoOOJITanCs.

prr‘I/IMI/I CJIOBAMH, OH TOJIBKO YTO IIPHU3HAJICA MHE, 9YTO OHH BOABOEM C PIMHepanHL[efI Y9TO-TO
3aMBIIIIIAOT.

qa pelniia He YTOYHATL, TOBOPUII JIK OH el 0 MoeM YMEHUH. XoTenocs OB HaaedaTbCsda, 4TO
HMIIEpATPHUIla BCe-TaKW HUYET'0 He 3HAET, HO I''IA0s1 Ha TO, KaK cerlyac U3MEeHUJICS CepeK...

Y MeHs He ocTajloch HUKAaKUX COMHeHuM. OHa 3Hasa.

[ToyyBCTBOBAB, YTO 5T 3aTOHSI0 C€0S B IMy 3TUMU Pa3gyMbsiMu, Torioc Cepeka BHE3AITHO BEPHYII MEHS
B PEaJIbHOCTb.

— A... uMnepaTop 3HaeT?

— Yto0?

— O TBOUX CIIOCOOHOCTSX.

3agaBas 9TOT BOIIPOC OH IIOKa3aJICs MHE BeCbMad BCTPEBOZKEHHEBIM.

He ycnena s1 eMy OTBETUTh, KaK OH CHOBa PaCKphUI CBOU IIOTAHbIN POT:

— Borartriii 3acpanet, Heboch, He 3HAET.

U_IOKI/IpOBaHHaH €ro CJIOBaMH, S B3TrJIAHYIIA Ha HETO.

— XBaTHUT OBITH TAKOM CKOTUHOM. Temneps TH paboTaelb Ha HeTo.

— JlapgHo, nagHo. B m0060M ciydae, 9TO BeJIMYAMINAsi COCTABIISAIONIAS TBOUX BO3MOXKHOCTEH. Ero
BenmuuecTBO HELOOIIEHUBAET TeOSI.

— Tebe kakas pa3uuna? Ceigyac y Te6s1 HeT HefocTaTKa B JleHbrax. Tkl Be[Ib TOBOPHUJI, YTO HHU S, HU
MOU yMeHUs Tebe He HyXKHbI, TaK BeOh?

Y6monoK, He CIIOCOOHBIM TOJIKOM CKPBIBATh CBOM KejlaHus. Eciu OBl MBI ceifyac HaXOOUIKCh B
IOOBOPOTHE B ['onmnuHe, 51 OB pa3feliaia ero Ha KyCOUYKH U COXKpalla CTOJIBKO, Ha CKOJIBKO MEHS



XBaTujo Obl. IMEHHO TakK OH U IMOCTYIIMII CO MHOH.

— T&I 5TOT0 HE TOHMMaeIlb, HO OH HCIIOJIB3yEeT Tebs.

3T10 €Ille 49TO 3a apryMeHT? Mou FY6BI CKPHUBUIINCE B YCMEIIIKE, U S OT OYIIN PaCCMesiacCh.

— [leno He B TOM, YTO 51 Hy>KJal0Ch B TBOUX cuiaX, Cenectus. f 3Hat0, Ha YTO TH criocoOHa. Ho THI -
OTKJIOHEHUe OT HOpMEL. OmmbKa. T X0Th IOHUMaeIh, KaKOU KU3HBI0 KUBET 3TOT O0raTeHbKUN
3acpaHel? MEl ¥ 5TOT TOBHIOK POAMINCH B COBEPIIEHHO pa3HbIX Iurax. Kak MUHUMYyM, [IPEeCTaBb,
YTO NMOAyMaeT 0 Tebe 3TOT 3/1aTOIy3, KOra IOUMET, YTO TH TakKoe Ha caMoM fene. [1pu Buze Ted4,
mo60ii BoneOHUK B CTpaxe YOEXKUT 3a TOPU30HT. B HEKOTOPOM pofie, TH - YynoBuile. Trl Befb U
caMa 9TO oHuMaelnb? TH He BOJIHYUCS, 1 HUKOMY HU4Yero He CKaxy. Moxelllb pacCUUThIBaATh Ha
MeHs. Ho TEI Be[lb He MOXeIlb CKPHIBATh 3TO BEYHO, IIpaBaa?

OH Bce 3TO BpeMs cuYuTall MeHs yypoBuiieM? YTo 3a Mpasb...

[ToTok ero 6pena OB HACTOIHKO aOCYpOHBIM, UTO 5 IIPOCTO HE HaXOfusa CJIoB. Heyxkenu oH myMar,
YTO S CTPafiaio OT KAJIOCTH K ce0e U IepKy CBOU CHUJIH B CEKpeTe?

CepeK, Ka3aJloCh, OBLT BOOAYyIIIEBJIEH MOUM MOJIYaHHEM, OH HaAdyJICA, BEIIIATUB I'PYIbL KOJIECOM, HE B
CHJIaX OCTaHOBUTLCA.

— 4 npocTo cTapaioch OBITH YeCTHEIM C TOOOM. Ho 51 moruMarto Tebs. 4 Bce moHuMaw. bonee Toro, 5
naxe mo6io Tebs 3a 3T0. HeyxXemnu TH IyMaellb, YTO CMOXKEIIb HalTH KOT0-TO, KTO IPUMET TBOIO
CYIIHOCTbh, KpOMe MeHd?

«Kak TH MOKe€IIlb TOBOPUTH MHE TaKue BeI_I_II/I?»

Mou pyku 3agpoxkaiu. Eciu 661 OH XOTh HEMHOT'O JOPOXKHUJT MHOM, YEePT BO3bMHU, €CJIH OBl OH XOTS OB
OBLI BMEHsSIEMEBEIM YeJIOBEKOM, OH OBl HMKOTTA He CKa3all MHe TAaKoro.

Ecmu 51 yObio ero mpsiMo ceryac, yBepeHa, MeHs OpaBHaloT.

— loBopwuIk, 51 B cTpaxe yOery 3a rOPU30HT, KOTa IOMMY, YTO OHa Takoe? UTo 3a HEJIETIOCTb.

BHe3anHo 1mo3agu MeHsd pa3maincs 3HaKOMBIH T'0JI0C.

OT HEOXKUOAHHOCTH S TIOICKOYHUIa Ha MECTe ¥ YyTh He yIaja, Kak BAPYT MEHs CXBaTHJIa KpemKast
pyKa u npuxara kK cebe. JIamoHb, KOTOpas Jierjia Ha Moe Ipearieybe, Oba 00KUraiolle ropsdyen.

— Barme Bennuectso!



CepeK BCTaJl Y IIOKJIOHUJICS, BhIPa2KdA CBOE IIOYTEHNE, ITOKA s ITPOJO0JI2KaJIa CTOATHh B OLIEIIEHEHNHN.

ViMmepaTop KUBHYJ U BCTAJl T03ady MEeHS, MpUAepKUBas 3a Ijiedn. Moe cepile 3aK0I0THIIOCH OT
ropsiyero IPUKOCHOBEHUS er0 PYK K MOMM IIjiedaM, ¥ B TO XKe BpeMs, 51 yIupasach CBOel CIIMHOM B
ero Kpenkyio rpygb. OT HEro ucxofusia Takas MOIIHAS MarudecKast CHJIa, YTO MHE 3aXO0TeJI0Ch
HEeMe[JIEHHO BIIUTATh ee U CTaOUIM3UPOBAThH CBOE COCTOSTHUE.

CKOJIBKO MaHbI OH MCIIOJIb30BasI?

He morapbIBasiCh 0 TOM, YTO UMIIEPATOP UCIIOIH3YET MEHS B KaUECTBE MarudyeckKoro MOTIOTUTES,
Cepek ycTaBUJICSI Ha MEHS B 3aMelIaTeNIbCTBE, He 3Hasl, KaK BeCTH ceOsi B IPUCYTCTBUU UMIIEpAToOpa.

4 xoTena NogHATH TOJIOBY Y B3TJIAHYTH Ha UMIIEPATOPA, HO €TI0 KPEIIKne 00BATUS HE JaBaJli MHE
9TOTr'0 COEeJIaTh.
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