B3TJT$IHYB Ha KOP3UHKY C KOH(I)eTaMI/I, OH IIPOOOJIZKAaJI TOBOPUTHE C HEBUHHBIM JIMIIOM.

— Brl He ynanu cpasy, 3Ha4UT, IPUILLUIM IOATOTOBJIEHHOM.

Kcenon TOBOPHUII B TaKOM MSTKOM’ MaHepe, 9TO 4 Ha4aJla COMHEBATHCA B CBOEN aJ€KBATHOCTH.

OH mpu3Haj CBOIO BUHY, HO CHiejiajl 3TO TaK 6e3MsATEKHO, YTO MEHS 3aTOIIHUIIO OT BOJHE rHeBa. OT
BOJIHEHU 5 Hayalla cjerka IOKyChiBaTh I'yObl. MHe Ka3ajoch, UTO 5 He MofiBepraio ce0s NUIHeH
OTIaCHOCTH, HO B aKafIeMUH e CTBUTEIIBHO 0Ka3aJICs Yel0BeK, [0 KaKOU-TO MIPUYKMHE OXOTUBLIAUCS
3a MHOH.

Kak xe s HauBHA. [I0CKOJIBKY 5 CITyKYy UMIIEPATOPY, MHE KPYTJIble CYTKU HYKHO OBIJIO TaCKaTh C
€000 COIMPOBOKIAIOIIETO.

— ¢ HUKOTr[a He BCTpedas Koro-nmubo, KTo Mor Ol pa3BenBaTh Maruio. [loHavany s ObLI YOUBIEH
TEM, YTO yUYeHHI[a, KOTopas IocelaeT 3aHITHS, He TPAaKTUKYEeTCS B Maruu, HO OQUIlep Maruu u3
TongmuHB paccKasall 0 UCTUHE CTPaHHBIE BEIIH O Bac.

4 owmyTtua yKoJ TPEBOTH.

Brin nuib OJKMH YeI0BeK, KOTOPBIA MOT CKa3aTh TaKoe, U JIMIIL OOUH YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIM 3HaJI, Ha YTO
g cIIocoOHa.

Cepek. CepeHreBaH.

ITo KaKO¥ TTOPHI OH OyJeT OCTaBaThCS KAMHEM IIPETKHOBEHUS B MO XKU3HU?

— Tak...?

— B Ku3Hu He oyMaril, 9TO HaleTCcs 4elI0BeK C TaKUMHU crocoOHoCTsIMHU. Pa3 Y BaC €CThb TaKad
3aMevdaTeJIbHas CUJjld, 3HAYHUT, BEI CMO2ZKETE PEIINTE OIIPENEJIEHHYIO Hp06neMy.

— ITpo6nemy? Ecmu 65l BBl 06paTHINCL KO MHE, 51 OB BaM He OTKa3aJjia B IOMOIIX. 3aueM OblI0
IIBITATHCS TTOXUIATDH?

HacraBuuk KceHOH BHE3alIHO COMKHYJI I'yOBl M YCMeXHYJICsS. YibiOKa, UTpaBlas B ero Iia3ax, Obiia
HACTOJIbKO 3HAKOMOM, 4TO 5 UyTh OBLIIO He yNIbIOHYIach €My B OTBET.

Xoromoxk mpo0ekas 1o Moew crnuHe. [laxke ecju s HauHy 3BaTh Ha IIOMOIIb, BCE PABHO HUKTO He
IPUMET.



— Ha cerogus Bce.

¢ BHITapalluaach Ha YUUTENs, KOTOPBIM TOBOPUIT TaK, CJIOBHO BEJ YPOK.

— CkaxwuTe, 3a4eM 5 BaM HyxXKHa?!

— Ecnu umnepaTop He yObeT MeHs, yBunuTe. [1oxoxke, oH o4eHb 3a6oTutcs o mucc Cenectun. He
AyMalo, 4TO AEeJI0 B TOM, YTO BHI IIPOCTO - XOPOIINY CIyIIaTelb.

— He mensuTe Temy..!

— INepepatiTe uMnepatopy. Moo XK13Hb, €CJIM 3aX0TUTEe, MOXKeTe 3abpaTth. S He cobupaiock 6exkaTh
WU IpsATaThcsa. Y BooO1e, BE Bemgb O0JIbille He COOMpPaeTech MOKA3KIBATECS B aKaleMUu?

Eciu MHe yIacThCs BHITONHUTEL TPEOOBAHUS IJIs TOCPOYHOTO BHITYCKa, MHE OBl He IPHUIIIIOCh
BO3BpAIIATLCS CIOA.

Ero pe3Kue HpHMOHHHefIHLIe OTBETHI MHEe OBIIIM COBCEM He I10 oyIIe.

— TTo3BoNBTE MHE 3a7aTh BaM ellle OOUH BOMPOC. UYTO, YepT BO3bBMHU, 3a YEJIOBEK IIPUXOIUIT KO MHE B
CIIaJILHIO?

— Iloka 4TO, 3TO TOXE OCTAHETCS B CEKpeTe.

HMnepaTopcKue MPUCIENTHUKY He CMOTJIA YTHAThCS 3a HUM TeM BeuepoM. He OyOb 51 B TOT MOMEHT
00y3011, UMIIEpPaTOP U caM CMOT OBl BHICIEAUTH HAIla[aBIIETr0, XOTs 3TO Tpe6oBasio 60IbIINX YCUITHH,
TaK KakK TOT OBIJT AeACTBUTEILHO MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM MaroMm.

Kakas xe IIPpUYHHa Onlna IMOXHUIIATh MEHA B CIOBOPE C TaKUM YeJI0BEeKOM?

KceHoH gocTan napy KOHGET U IOJI0XKHUI UX IPSMO ITepeno MHOM.

— Ecnu OwI 51 TOTHa ycIen 0o MprUxofa Balllero 3CKopTa, Bce OBII0 OB He TaK XJIOMOTHO.

— ...Yuurens.

— KcraTn, 6yny 605eTh 3a TBOIO AUIJIOMHYIO PaboTy.

¢ He BepuJya B TO, YTO OH He cOexXuT. BrpoueM, y MeHs He ObIJIO IPYTroro BEI6OPa, KpoMe Kak
mepenaTth 3TOT BOIIPOC UMIIEPATOPY.



C6exuT KCeHOH Ui HET, UMIEPATOP M03a60TUTCS O CIIEKKE.

HecMmoTps Ha Bce 3TU COOHITHS, ST TOYYBCTBOBala HEKOTOpoe objerdyenue. [IepBrIM IeoM MHE
yHanoch MOTOBOPUTH C MHCTPYKTOPOoM KceHoHOM. 4 He y3Hasla HUYero KOHKPETHOT0, HO
YyBCTBOBaJla, YTO ¥ MEHS eCTh Kpynulla vHpopManuu. PasymeeTcsi, MyApOCTb ¥ MOTYIIIECTBO
MMIlepaTopa HeJlb3d OTPULIaTh, HO OH ObLT 0OOPOHSIOMMMCS ¥ aTPECCUBHEIM OTHOBPEMEHHO,
IofIBepras yrpo3e CTOJIbKO BaXKHEIX BEIEH.

B romose cunsHO 3allyJIbCUPOBAIIO. H,YMaIO, IIPHUIIJIO BPpEMA ITIOKUHYTE 3TO MECTO.

— 0, mucc Cenectus, - Kak Ovl HeB3Ha4yal 1oOaBUII OH.

— Ia?

— He COBETYIO IIOCEIaTh BEYEPUHKY I10 CJIy4al0 OKOHYaHMA Iofa.

— Yro? ITouemy?

— OTO0 Xe eIUHCTBEHHLIU [IeHb B IOy, KOTia OOIIYyCKalTCA IOCTOpoHHYe. Hy... HEU3BECTHO Beqp,
YTO MOXKET CIIy4YUTHCA?

Yo aTo OrI0? 3ab00Ta? Ha ubel e OH CTOPOHE?

Be‘-IepI/IHKa I10 CJIy4al0 OKOHYaHUA rofa.

4 maxe ere He myMaina 06 3ToM. BripoueM, ecnu MPUKUHYTH, IO HEe 0CTAlIOCh He TaK YK ¥ MHOTO
BpeMeHu. KTo OBl HU HaIlajl Ha MEHS TOTMa, OH, CKOpee BCero, He MOMBITAeTCsS CHOBA HAMacTh Ha
MeHS TI0 HOPore NOMOM, ¥ He CTAaHeT CHOBA IHITAThCS MPOHUKHYTH BO IBOPEII.

B TOT pa3 oH He 0XKuMAall, YTO IOSBUTCS UMIIEPATOP U TOJIBKO ITOITOMY PHUCKHYII BOPBATHLCS MPSIMO BO
IBOPEII.

Kcenon 0vin paB. CKOpee BCeTo, B CIEYIOUIMI pa3 g MOTY CTaTh MUILIEHbBIO JI HallafieHus BO
BpeMsI BeUEPUHKH 10 OKOHYAHUIO T'ofia.

OpHako, 3To OBITT COBET OT YejI0OBeKa, KOTOPHIM HaKadasl MeHs [0 6eCIIOMOIIIHOI'0 COCTOsTHUS. HuKak
He IIOMMY, OH X04eT MHE [I0OMOYb UJIA HaBPEOUTh?

— Brnaropmapto 3a Bare 6eCrioKONCTBO.

MenbKOM B3TIsIHYB Ha OeccThizkee NTUI0 KceHoHa, s 3aKphijia 3a co00ii IBEPb.



B 9TOT meHb, HAaXOMsICh B aKafieMuH, s TaK yCTaja M3-3a OCPOMHOI0 MMPUTOKA BHUMaHus. ETo OblI0
OosbIlle, YeM s MOTJIa BEIHECTH. KaK[Iblii MpenogaBaTe b, 3aX0MUBIINY B KIaCC, CIIPAIlIXBal MEHS,
XOPOIIIO JIX TPOJIBUTAETCS BHIMOTHEHNE 3aJaHuM 10 JOCPOYHOMY BHIITYCKY, a pebsiTa, KOTOphle Tak
CTPEMUJIUCH TIOIIETOJISITh IePENo MHOM JIUIIb TOTOMY, YTO S IIpHeXxajla Ha UMIIePaTOPCKON KapeTe,
Hamoenay MHe Bce 00JIblile 1 OOJIbIIe.

Iaxe BukTopus u3 Kjacca B cerogHs HapucoBaiach Iepen ABePsSIMH HAIIero Kjaacca, 3arOpPOauB
BBIXOM B Kopumop. Cam 1o cebe ee mpuxop OB HEe TaKUM YK BaKHBEIM COOBITHEM, HO TO, YTO OHA
IIpUTalluia 3a co00i Ha30MIUBYIO TOJIY, ObIJIO HACTOSAIIeH TPo0IeMoii.
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