— 370 He PEeOKOCTSh - UCOEIATECA 0e3 JIEKApPCTB, U 1 HE 3HAI0 HUKOI'0, KTO MOT' OBl OeJaTh TO, 4TO
geJiar 4. KpOMe TOr'0, s1 HUKOI'Ta He UCIIBITEIBAJI HEXKEJIaHNUA UCIIOJIb30BATh MAal'vl0, TaK 4YTO HE
AyMalO, 4YTO MHE €CTh, O YeEM 0eCIIOKOUTHCS.

— 9T0 npaBfa, HO Bam nyurie ObITH TOOCTOPOXKHEE, He U3BECTHO, YTO BHIYYOUT HUMIIepaTpHUIIa.

— Taxk 410 3a 4eoBeK 310 OLUI?

— JomkHO OBITH, 3TO - IIMKUOH, TIIATEIBHO CKPEIBABILUICS B TeYEeHNE MHOTUX JIeT. U Bce ke, MHe OB
He IIPUHECTIO YOOBOJILCTBUS, eC/Ii Obl KTO-TO paccKasasl el 0 TOM, YTO CKPHEIBATh O0JIbIlle HEYETO.
Haxe ecnu 661 IMIepaTpulla He TIOBEpPHUJIA B 3TO, BCe PaBHO Yy ee Okl 6Gbl OCHOBAHUS, YOUTH 9TOTO
YyeJIoBeKa.

Ero vHTOHAUXS pe3KO U3MEHUIACh, CTajla CePbe3HOU, U MHe IIPUIUIOCh IPEKJIOHUTD I'0JI0BY B 3HAK
U3BUHEHUH.

— IIpotry mpoIieHus, 1 He MOTY CKa3aTb TOYHO, KTO 9T0 Obl/... HO COBEpIIEHHO yBepeHa, YTo
CIIBIIIAJIa €T0 TOJI0C PAHBIIIE...

— XMu, - UMmniepaTop HaxMmypuicd. — Kak gymaenns, UMnepaTpulla 3HaeT, YTO THI CHIBILIATA UX
pasrosop?

— 3TOro s He 3Hai0 HaBepHIKa. A pacCcCerIlialia IIeJIbIN KyJieK Ie4eHbsd, COBCEM KaK NJHNOTKA...

— XmM... Henb3si ¢ yBEpEHHOCTBIO CKa3aThb, YTO HallafieHue Ha Te0s - fefio pyK MMnepaTpuilsl, HO U
MCKJTIOYUTH TAKyl0 BEPOSITHOCTE, 51 TOKe He Mory. Ho ecnu BApyT oHa y3HaeT o Moeii cnabocTu u
TBOUX CIIOCOOHOCTSX...

HMnepaTop TSKeNno B3OOXHYI, IIPOTSIHYJ PYKY U CXBATUII MeHs 3a moa0opomoK. OH IOBEPHYIT MOIO
T'OJIOBY BJIEBO U BIIPABO, NIPeXe YeM PE3KO OTIIYCTUT.

«YTO-TO HE TaK C MOUM JIUILIOM?»

— §1 pap, 4TO THI HE IOCTPafaa, HO, ECIM O TBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX CTAHET U3BECTHO, Haf TO6OM
HaBUCHET yIpo3a rocepbe3Hei. ABnsAsach TOM, 0 KoM s 3a604yCh, B TO kKe BpeMs o0nafas 0COObIMU
YMEHUSIMHU, Tl IPENCTABIISEIIb YTPO3y, KaK s MMIepaTpulibl, Tak U A7 €€ BJIaCTH.

Opun BOITPOC HE BBIXOOUJI Y MEHSA 13 T'OJIOBEIL.

[TpuunHa, o KoTopo¥ MmmepaTop 3a6oTutcst 060 MHE - 3T0 MOst ClI0COOHOCTE? Kak-To 3TO CTpAaHHO
BBRITTIAIAUT. HO MHE He XBaTUT CMEJIOCTH, CIIPOCUTH TaK 3TO UK HET.



— A uHe Imogo3peBalia, 4TO OBITH BAIIIM CeKpeTapeM, MOXKET OBLITH OTIACHO OJIA 2KU3HU.

HWmmepaTop paccMescs.

— ThI elle m10X0 pa30upaelibcs B TaKUX Aesnax. [lyMaels, YTO TOJIbKO HOT'M HaMOYMIITh, KaK BAPYT
OKa3bIBAETCS, UTO THI YK€ II0 11e10 B BOJIE.

— YT0 BH UMeeTe B BULY?

— B mupe, B KOTOPOM XKUBY $1, HET KOPOJIeH, XKU3HU KOTOPHIX HUYET0 He YIrPoXKaeT, TakK Xe, KakK U
CeKkpeTapei, KOTOphle CIIOKOMHO CHAT 10 HOYaM, HY MUHUCTPOB, HU pHILIapei.

OH Tak yBepEHHO YJBIOHYIICS, YTO Y MEHS 3aTpeneTao cepame. 51 Oblyla HamyraHa, HO HU 3a YTO He
TIOKKHYJa OBl TAKOT0 Xpabporo 1 BEJIMKOJIEITHOTO TPABUTETIS.

3aTeM UMIEPATop CKasall, YTO yXKe CIIBIIIA UCTOPUIO O HallafleHUuH OT PHIIAPs, HO BCE 3Ke MPOCHIT
MeHs paccKa3aTh ee ellle pas. d pacckasaa eMy 000 BCeM, YTO MPOU3OIIIIO Ha IIyTH JOMOH, ¥ eTro
JIUIIO CTAJIO ellle MpavyHee.

— 4 npocun Tebs cnylIaTh MEHS BHUMATENIbHO U OBITH OCTOPOXKHOM, HO U ITOIyMaTh He MOT, YTO
OTIJIOIIaeT UMEHHO TBOU 3CKOPT.

Moe cepAne yIiajo, YCIIBIIIaB 3TH CJIOBaA. Pquapb CHemas Bce, 4TO OBIJIO B €r0 CHUJIaxX [AJIs MOek
3alllUTEI, ¥ 51 HE MOT'JIa OJOIIYCTHUTS, YTOOBI I/IMHepaTop OyMaJl “Ha4e.

# oTyasHHO 3aMaxajla PyKaMu.

— O ueM BrI ToBopHuTe? CoOmMpoBOXKAeHUE OBITI0 O€3yIPeyYHbIM... JIydllle, 4eM 51 3aCIyKHUBalo.

— Be3ynpequII71 9CKOPT HE OOIIyCKaeT Hal’IaJIeHPIfI. - CKa3aJl OH TOHOM, HE TEPIAITNM BOSpa}KeHI/IfI.

— Bce coBcem He Tak. Temeps, 51 9T0 MOHUMAK. f Bemb CKasaja, 4To IMpexk[e, 4eM s moOpajack oo
IIOBO3KH, 5 ObIIa aTaKOBaHA Maruey, MPOTHUB KOTOPO# Meu Gecmone3eH. HamamaBImuii HCIOIb30Bal
BCIO MaHy... [lefio He B TOM, YTO Ky4ep IIpeHebper cBoei paboToii, a B TOM, UYTO YCJIOBHS, B KOTOPHIX
€My IIPUXOOUTHCS PaboTaTh, CIUIIKOM XKeCTKHe. f mOoKHA UATH B aKageMuIio 1 00paTHO B HafleXKe,
YTO HUKTO He 3aMETHUT, YTO 5 U3 IBOPILIa, ¥ BCE XK€ M3-3a Balllel BOJIM, MHE NTPUXOOUTHCS KUTh
MMEHHO 31eCh... BBl yKe IpofienbIBaeTe uaeanbHyo padoTy, TPeqoCTaBsAsi MHE 3CKOPT I10 IyTH TyAa
¥ Ha3ap.

OH npuiypuics.



— TrI BCcerga Tak meagpa Ha HOXB&J’IY? WUnu IIPOCTO IIBITAEIIBECA 3AMUTUTE TOT'O pblu;ap;{? U 310 TH
Ha3bIBAEIIb 6e3ynpequIM...

On HOTJIYG}KG OTKUHYJICA Ha CIIMHKY KpeCJjia U CMOTDEJI Ha MEHA JOBOJIBHO XOJIOOHO.

— MHe Hafoeso CIyIaTh 0 ToM, Kak Cyxa KaTaeTcs II0 oIy ¢ O0JIbHEIM TOpIioM. ThH He
IIPeNCTaBIsellhb, Y4epe3 YTo s IPOIIe].

—Yr0...?

— Korpga g YCIIBIIIAJI, 9YTO Ha Tebs Hallally, IIepBoe, 0 4YeM 4 CIIPOCHJI, KaK ThI moruba.

Ero okaTtuna Bo/lHa rHEBa, HO S 3aMeTHIa HEKOTOPYIO I1€4allb B €ro rjia3ax. Hoquy-To s
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa BUHY 3a IIPOU3O0IIEIIEE.

— B Takux ciydasx IpecTyIHUK BCerha JOBOOUT Aeso Oo KoHIla. JInbo ke, KTO-TO XOTen
IpenynpenuTs Te6s UK MPOBEPUTL. Bparu moBcCiofly, ¥ OHKM HACTOJILKO XK€eCTOKH, HACKOJIHKO 3TOTO
TpebyeT He0OXOOUMOCTh. DTO MIPOCTO YYAO, UTO TH OCTaJIach XKHUBaA.

4 npexpacHO moHUMasa, 4To MMnepartop npas. 4 COBEPIIEHHO YBEPEHA, YTO OH YKe MOTEPII
OecuyucieHHOe KOIMYEeCTBO JIIOfiel, I09TOMY BIIPaBe CYOUTh O TaKUX Bel[ax.

Iaxe eMy, caMOi MOTYIIECTBEHHOH (QUTYype B UMIIEPHUH, IIOCTOSIHHO KTO-TO HOPOBUT IOIJIUTH 51 B
6okasn. OT ero CHUJIB 3aBUCHUT Cyab0a MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIX HAPOJ0B, KOTOPHIE OH 3aIUILNAET, U eMY
IPUXOOUTCS OallaHCUPOBATh B IIOJIMTHUKE HAIMK, CJIOBHO Ha OCTPHE HOXKa.

MHe Ooriblile HeYero ObIII0 €My CKa3aTk.

— ¢ He 3Hal0, TOYEMY 51 CaM B IIEPBYIO oUepenh He COIIPOBOKas Tebs, HO He IPOCU MeHs He BUHUTh
TBOETO COIIPOBOXKIAOIIETO.

— ¢ noHUMAaIO.

Moii TOHEHBKH T'0JIOCOK BEI3BAJI ¥ HETO YNIBIOKY, B YTOJIKaX €ro Iia3 MOSBUJIKCH MOPIIMHKY.

— Yro 3acTaBuio Tebs Tak OBICTPO COTIACUThCA? f1 mymaj, THl He OTCTYIUIIb B 9TOM CITydae.

— 4 011 He cTaja ce6s Tak BECTH.

— W ¢ aTOr0 MOMeEHTa, 30BM MEHSI HEMEeJIEHHO, €CJIN 3TO He TEPIIUT OTJIaraTEJIbCTB. Haxe, ecnu g
CIIJTIO UJIA B OThE3ME. ITO IIpHUKa3.



— Ho kaxk g mory...
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