Ona OCTOPO2KHO CTAHYJIIA C cebs ogexny. HpOCTOG IIPUKOCHOBEHNE KOHYHMKA €TI0 IIaJIbIla OBIIIO
cnuimkoM. OHa YYBCTBOBAJIa €TI0 OCTOPOZXKHOE IIPUKOCHOBEHHUE K CBO€EU CIIUHE.

- A cefiuac oHu He 00JIAT?

- Het, Bame BenuuecTso.

- Tak THI XOUelllb CKa3aTh, YTO CcAesajia Takoe caMa? CoBceM omHa?

- a.

- Ho kak”?

Ona HeNnoBKO moyecasna IIeKy.

- ¢ He MOTJIa DOTSHYTHCS 0 CIIMHBI UK 3aThIJIKA, TI03TOMY IIPOCHUIa CTAPYIO ey, KoTopas Oblna
M3BECTHA TEM, YTO PUCOBAJIa TaTYUPOBKY B mepeyike ['ongauHa. YeCTHO TOBOPS, €€ PyKU OBLIH
HagexXHee MOUX.

- ...fl mopaXe€H, 4To TH BCe €Illé XKUBa I0CJIe TOro, Kak Hajiellaza BCe 3T TJIYIOCTH.

- 4 3Hal0, 51 OBINIA T'JTYHOfI. He 3Hato, Kak 9T0 BooO11IE TIOJIYYHUIIOCE. Y mMeHs He XBaTUT AOyXy coejiaThb
9TO ceryac, faxe eCiu KT0-TO TIIOIIPOCHT.

- 9T0 OBIJIO TaK HYXKHO?

Korpa oHa moBepHyJa I'ojioBy, €ro IKUIo ObII0 ropa3muo 6uxke K eé.

- [Ing Hero? Cepeka?

- Ia.

OHa cTapanachk He gyMaTh 0 HEM. Ho, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a TOT0, YTO OH OB OMHUM U3 TEX JIIOMEH, C
KOTOPBIMH €€ TIpollyiasi XKU3Hb Oblyia rIIy00KO CBs3aHa, M KOTOPHIH, OB €€ TepBOM TI000BbI0, ET0 UMS
IIPOCTO BCILJIBIBAJIO BCSKUYU pa3, KOTfa OHa T'OBOPUJIA O CBOEM ITPOIIIOM.

- HaBepHoe... Ha TOT MOMeHT... ga... Torzga...

- TeI BCe ele CKydaelrs 10 HeMy?



- [ToyeMy BHI clIpali“BaeTe MeHst 00 3TOM?

- KoneuHo, HeT. ITOT yOmogok cobupascs nponaTth MeHst Ha peiHKe! Ecnu Ot He Bhl, Bate
BenuuecTtBo, ecnu OB BE He JajId MHeE IIaHC, S He 3HAlo, rae Ol g ceiiuac ObIa...

- Tl x0uewns BepHYTHCA B ['onoguny?

«Jlaxe ecnu OBl 1 3aX0TeNa, TH He fgaj 06l MHe pa3pelleHus. Tak I04eMy Thl CIIpalliBaellb?»

OHa HATSHYTO yNHEIOHYIACh €My, KaK OyaTO KaKOH-TO AUIIIOMAT.

- HeT, crmacu60. {1 TOXOPOHIO CBOM KOCTH B 9TOM ITPEKPACHOM 1 0€30IacHON UMIIEPUH, KOTOPOH
npaBut Ero BenuyecTso.

OH ynBIOHYICS €€ CITOBaM.

Ero HeoXwumaHHas TIy0oKas yiariOKa ynuBuia eé. Eif oKa3aaoch, 4TO €€ cepille BHE3alHO
TIepecTao OUTHCS.

kekk

VimmepaTop ceromHs OblT pasroBopuuB. OHA MOAyMasia, YTO 9TO MOXKET OBITh TOTOMY, YTO OH ITHJI
CIIUPTHOE, BCTpeyYas roCTel.

BepHyBIIKCh B CBOI0O KOMHATY, OHA CHOBa 00iyMajia UX Pa3roBop, CHUMas miaTke. Terneps, KOrma OH
OBLT He e€ X035IMHOM, a e€ OymymuM 60CCOM, OHa [OJIKHa Obl/la TOAyMaTh.

CeropHst OB CaMblll CTPaHHBIM IeHb B €€ XKU3HU. OH OB TEPBEIM MYKYKWHOM, BCTYIIUBIIUMCS 3a
He€. OH gaxe mocnopull ¢ BooscTBytoriel MepaTpuliei.

W B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH I103BaJl €€, YTOOHI IIOTOBOPUTDH HE O CBOEM JIEUEHUHU, a O HEW CaMOM, U Jaxe
IIPEIJIOXKUII €U YUUTHCSI B MECTE €€ MEUTH C LIeNIbI0 CTaTh eTr0 CEKpPeTapeM.

«CekpeTaphb».

910 OBINIO Oylepa3auparollle CIIbIIaTh, HO 0HO TOTro cTouno. A Akagemusi! Het Huuero nydmie. OHa
OEeVCTBUTEILHO HAIIPaBIIsAach B TaKOe MECTO, [azKe IMOPOT KOTOPOTO PaHbIle OB [JIsT HEE€ 3aKPHIT.
Ona 6blta cBOG0fIHA 0T pabCcTBa ¥ MOTJIa fiejiaTh TO, Yero He Moriu Apyrue. OHa IIOCTYIIUT B
AKageMuio.

OHa B3BOJIHOBaHHO 3a6panaCL B MaJIEHBKYIO BaHHYIO. BhII0 TaK MHOTO BEIlleH, KOTOPEIM OHa XOTeJla



HAY4YUTLHCA B AkageMuu. Ona OO CHX IIOp ITOMHHJIA, KaK CHUEeJIda Ha KOPTOYKaX B KHU2KHOM Mdra3uHe
B IIepeyJIkKe U YhTaJla MHOTO CTPAHHBIX CTAPBIX KHUT . CDapMaKOJ'IOI"I/IH, Marud, IIOJIMTHKa, S9KOHOMHKaA,
HNCTOPUA ¥ MHOTO€ Opyroe, 4To Ka3aJIoCh en HHTEPECHBIM.

YreHue, camo 1o cebe, OBIIO TT0-CBOEMY HHTEepecHO. Ho Temepsb ypoku OymyT MPOXOOUTh KAXKIbIi
IeHb B OalllHe M3 CIIOHOBOM KOCTH. K cYacThio, COLMANbHBINA CTATyC He ObIT Ba2KHBIM BOITPOCOM [JIS
HUX, KOTOPBIE TOJIBKO U3y4Yalld UCTUHY.

Ona OnlyTa TaK B3BOJTHOBaHA, YTO HaleBaa, IIpUHUMaAd OYIII. Tenepb, KOra OHa IIPHUBBIKJIA K
POCKOIIIHEIM BaHHAM, en GyneT T'PYCTHO IIOKHUOATh 3TO MECTO.

HaTI/IpaH PyKu IIEHOM, OHa OCTAHOBUJIACH 1 YCTaBUIIaCbk Ha CUMBOIJIHIL.

- OHH BHITTIAOAT Tak cede.

9T0 He OBIJIO KYTKO UM YTO-TO B 3TOM POZe, HO 110 CPABHEHMUIO C IJIafKoM, 0e3ynmpeyHol Koxkel
CTOIBKUX JKEHIIWH, KOTOPHEIX OHA BHIeJIa BCe 3TO BpeMs, €€ Koxa OblJla COBCEM He I10X0Xka Ha UX.

Ho oHa Bce paBHO He BonHyeTcsl. OHa He X0Tela 00Iblle HU C KeM BCTpeYaThCsl, He X0TeJla BECTU
ce0s KaK XKeHIMHA, HO... Elf CTOUT OTHOCUTCS MOJNyYllle K APYTUM JTIOOSIM.

Ona OTKDEINIA KPAaH AYyIld XU BRIMEBIJIA IO HUM T'OJIOBY.

«JlaBali He OymeM OyMaTh O TakKuX OecIoyie3HBIX Belllax. Temneps s OJIKHa COCPENOTOYUTLCS Ha
yuébe B AKafeMuu, YTOOb MBI C OPAaTOM MOTJIM BKYCHO KyIIaTh! ¢ KYIIJTiO IEeméBhIi JOM B CTOJHUIIE.
[Tpepmoxenue MMmepaTopa XopoIiee, HO A MeHsT Oy[eT JIydille KYIUTb er0 CaMOm».

OHa CTHCHYa KyJaK B Bo3myxe. Ha ciemyrolel neHb IPOU30IUIH [IBe IIepeMeHbl. Eé HeMeIeHHO
0CBOOOIUIN OT Pa3NMUYHLIX 00513aHHOCTEN TOPHUYHOM, ¥ OHA IOJIy4Yusa cBoOomy.

KopomneBckue crmyru u cBOOOOHBIE I'PaXkaaHe OB MOTPsiCeHBl. CITy2KaHKM, C KOTOPHIMY OHa HMena
00BIKHOBEHME HeOPEeKHO Pa3roBapuBaTh, Ka3asioch, CTECHSIUCH TEIIEPb TOBOPUTD C HEM, KOTra
IIPOXOIUIN MUMO.

Cpenu Hux Onina JlyaHa, KoTopas Oblia 6511Ke K Hell U C KOTOPO# oHa paboTaia KaXIblid JeHb.
JlyaHa nopomina K He, 9T0OBI CIPOCUTH 0 OaHKeTe, HO OblTa yOUBJIeHA, C OTI03[aHUEeM YCJIBIIIaB
HOBOCTb.

- 3HAUMUT, C CETOOHAIIHETr0 OHS BLI CBOOOOHEL OT 3TUX 0093aHHOCTEH?

- { Tak gmymaro.



- Bay... { 3Hana, 4TO Tak u Oyger.
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