¢4 cnpian, Kak KTO-TO CTOHAJI, KOTMa TOIIOT TOIIaj 10 TOMY, YTO Ka3ajl0Ch TPSI3bI0, 3ByYaso B elre
TEMHOU KOMHaTe. Korma 51 mpuiien B ce0si, KOMHaTa yxke OblJla CHOBA OCBeIlleHa C TIOMOIIIBIO CBETa
COOKY.

4 ornsSHyNICS BOKPYT ¥ YBUAE, YTO IIPOKUCXOOUT YTO-TO CTpaHHOe. MefcecTpa ITOCMOTpeJia B CTOPOHY
MasITHUKOB, IIJIOTHO 3aKPHIB I'YORI pyKaMH, TaK Kak T'jla3a CTaJld 3aJIMBaTLCS clie3aMu. Psgom ¢ Helt
TIOJIUIIENICKUH KPEIKO JepKa ee IJIeYH, KOrma OH XMYPHUJICS, YTO OBl HU ITPOUCXOIUIIO BOKPYT
MasiTHUKOB. TeM BpeMeHeM, C IPYTro¥ CTOPOHHI, IPOaBel] HavaJl IelTaTh MHE Ha YXO0, HO g He
CJIBIIIY, YTO OH TOBOPUT, U3-3a TPOMKOI'0 3BOHA B MOe€# TojIoBe. 3aTeM SI MATKO BCTaJl C IIOMOIIIBI0
IIpOfiaBIia, ¥ TOJIKO TOTMA 5 YBUAEJ, YTO UMEHHO IIPOK30IILIIO.

Xopoio. Xopoilast HOBOCTb B TOM, YTO KPOBaBhIM HE3HAKOMEL MepTB. [la, KPyTo, 3M0POBO,
noTpsicatoire! TImoxast HOBOCTh B TOM, YTO, CYAS 110 BCEMY, JIIOAU BUHSAT B 9TOM CepeOpsSHOT0
yeJioBeKa. B KOHIle KOHIOB, cepeOpsHbIN 4eI0BEK HACTyIaeT IIpaBoy cepeOpsiHOM HOroM Ha
MCKaJieueHHYI0 TOJI0BY KPOBABOr'0 He3HaKoMIla. Tak BOT OTKyfia 3TOT KalleoOpa3HLIX 3BYK, a? A
IyMalo, 4YTO TPOMKUU MeTaJlIn4eCKU 3BYK, KOTOPHIN S CIIBIIIAJ paHee, OB 3BYyKOM TOTO
cepeOpsIHOTO YesI0BeKa, KOTOPHIHM CIIOTKHYJICS BIEpe[ U YAAPUIICS JIUIIOM O MasiTHUK. 51 3Ha10 9T0
HaBepHSKa, IOTOMY YTO Ha ITOBEPXHOCTH AEBATON METaJJINYeCKOi MIUTH B (hopMe SIKOpst 61eCTUT
cepebpsiHas Kpacka. Ha maHHBIM MOMEHT MasTHUKY ITepPeCcTaii KadaThCs U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY,
II03TOMY CepeOpSHBIN YelloBeK He 0053aTeNIbHO II0CTpajal.

YesoBeK, KOTOPHIY IEMCTBUTEIPHO IIOPAHHUIICS, - 9TO KPOBaBhIA HE3HAKOMeEL, ¥ 0 boxke, mopaHucs
JIA OH; 3TO BBITJIAAENIO BENUKOJIeNnHOo! Ka3anoch, 4To MagTHUK II0IIajl B OTKPHITHY POT HE3HAKOMIIA,
IIOTOMY YTO BOKPYT €ro jie3Busi octascs 3y0. Ero kanaHgpoBas KOXKa BHITJIsIfIeNIa KaK KUCTh, TaK Kak
OHa MMPOAoJIXKaJia PacIpOCTPaHATh KPACHYI0 XKUOKOCTh 110 MasiTHUKAM, KOTOPBIE 0 CUX IIOP OCTAJIUCh
KpacHBIMU. ET0 BHITSHYTHIE T'7Ta3a He MMOKA3kIBAlOT HUYET0, KpoMe 6ejoro, B TO BpeMs Kak ero 100
crubaeTcsl BO MHOXKECTBO JIOCKYTKOB U CKJIafoK. TeM BpeMeHeM, ero 60po3gdaTeie OPOBU BHITIISAETH
TaK, CJIOBHO OH YYBCTBOBAJI ¥ IleYallb, ¥ THEB Iepe[l CBoel Hen30eKHO! CMepThI0. Tak KaK MasTHUK
BBIpe3aJl JIEBYIO 1IEKY MPSIMO Ha OPYTYio, TO YEJIIOCTh yIajla eMy Ha rpyab, 00HAXKHUB MTOXKeITeBIITHI
SI3BIK ¥ TIOUepHeBIINe 3yObl. MasTHUK ITOPe3all ero IeK: JOBOJIbHO HETIPHUSITHHIM 00pa3oM, TakK 4To
HUXKHSS 4acTh €70 pTa Teleph BHIJIsAeNa TaK, CJIOBHO BHCea 3a €r0 AOPOrylo XKU3Hb Ha Kpalo
yepela. KpoBs CcTeKkasa ¢ ero jaulla BHU3, I0Ka He IOKPHLJIa BCe JIUI0 U He IPOCOYUIIach B
MeTaIn4ecKui 1moy. Kasanoce, 4To Ha OTPyOI€HHON YeTIOCTH MYKYUHEI ITOSBUIICS IT0YEePHEBIITNI
C7el, 9YTO, BO3MOXKHO, U IOCITYKHUJI0 IPUYUHON TOTO, YTO Ha cepebpsHOM MYKCKOM OOTHHKE Telephb
OBLII0 HEMHOT'0 KPACHOTO IIBETA.

Hy, 51 yBepeH, Temeps BCe 3HAIOT, TOYEMY MASTHUKU TOJIBKO UCKITIOUYUTEILHO KPACHOTO I[BETA BOKPYT
ero Jie3Bus. f mo CUX MOpP IOMHIO, KOTfa oH Obla 6ebIM... aaaa! BocmomuHaHus!

Torma cepeOpsIHBIN YeTOBEK BCKPUKHYJ ¥ OTOIIEN JaTeKO OT TPyIa KPOBOXKAJHOTO HE3HAKOMIIA,
110J13as1 KaK MOXKHO JaJjIbllle OT TeNeph y2Ke MePTBOr0 He3HAKOMIIa CO CJIE3JIMBOM Mapoii rias.
[Togo6HO KaKOMY-TO MIPOKJIATHIO, KPOBb HE3HAKOMIIA TEKJIa K TOMY MECTY, Kyfa cepeOpsHEIN YeI0BeK
HaIlpaBUJICS, CJIOBHO IIPECTIENYs ero 10 CaMOTr0 KOHIIa TI0A3eMeJbsl. 3aTeM CepeOpsIHEIM YeI0BEK
BCTAJI ¥ CIPSITAJICS 3a MONUIEHCKUM, KaK BCeraa.

"U-gyTo cnyuyunoch? CBeT norac, u..." CepeOpsHBIN YeJI0BEK CKa3all, X0JI0JHO Tpelellla pyKaMH,



[iepKa MOJIULENCKOT0 3a ApOoXKalllie PYKU.
"OTBEBHCDH OT MEH4, YPO[I!" TTonuerckuii gpoxKaj, OTphIBas PyKu 0T cepeOpsSIHOT0 YeloBeKa.

"J-yro? [..." CepeOpsIHBIN YETOBEK LIETITAIl C APOXKAIIUMYU I'Jla3aMy, KOTOa MeIIeHHO CIIOTHIKANICS O
IIOJIUIIEeNCKOTO.

"O4eBUIHO, TO, YTO 3[ECh IPOU3OIIIO, He CNIy4anHOCTh. " [IpogaBel cKa3as, KOrfa B3gOXHYI
rJa3aMy, TTIs0d Ha KpoBb Ha 1ony. "Ilo KpaliHel Mepe, BCe CIIBIIIAM, YTO CIy4usnock. KTo-To ygapun
TPSI3HOTO MapHs, HAMEePEeHHO UK HeT, U Telepb OH MepTB."

"Ho... {1 He menan aToro, 5..." 3aTeM U3 ria3 cepeOdpPsTHOTO YeIoBeKa Hayalu BEUTUBATHCS CJIE3EH, B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HCIIOPTHB XOTh pa3 cepeOpsHyi0 Kpacky Ha ero nuie. "d HE EJIAJI 9TO'O!"

"[..." MepcecTpa cKa3aja, YTO KOTa OH IIOKPHIBAJI ee TeJI0 ee APokKalluMKU pyKaMu. "MoxKeT ObITb,
3TO MpaBMa, YTO TH He JeJial 9TOro, ¥ 3TO OBUI MPOCTO HECYACTHRIN ciiydai. " MefcecTpa cKa3aa,
3aCTaByIsAsl cepeOpPsSIHOT0 YeloBeKa IHUPOKO yIIbIOaThCs ¢ OnarofapHocThio. OfHAKO, Ipexe YeM OH
YCIIEeJI 3aT0OBOPUTH, MeficecTpa IIPOOJIKUIa TO, YTO OHa rosopuia, "Ho 3To TOIBKO JOKa3bIBaET,
HACKOJIbKO ThI HeOpexkeH". Ml Bce 3HAeM, UTO TH He CaMbIi XpaOpHIi YeJIOBEK B TPYIIIIE, HO... TBOS
HeOpexkHOCTh yOuIa yenoBeka.".

"HET! HET, [TOXKAJIVHCTA, TIOCJTIYIITAUTE MEHS!" Cepe6psHELf YeTI0BeK 0TIasHHO YMOJISN, KaK
KPOBb CTeKasa K ero cepeOpsiHbIM 60TuHKaM. " aToro He genan! d Hudero He menan! KTo-To
TOJIKHYJI MO€ TeJIO, a IOTOM S HaCTYIIHI Ha 4YTO-To, ¥ 5... [IOKAJIVHCTA, PEBATA, TABAUTE!
[TOYEMY Thl TAK HA MEHA CMOTPHUIIIL? 4 TOBOPIO I[TPABIIY!"

"HAM HACPATD, YPO[I!" Ilonuiieiickuii cka3aJj, KOTfia OH yKa3aJl IajablleM B JIUI0 CepeOpsSIHOMY
yenoBeky. "HACKOJIbKO 1 3HAIO, ThI VBUULIA! CJTVYAMHO WUJIH HET, HO 3TOT YEJIOBEK
BCE PABHO ITOT'UBE U3-3A TEBA! "

"f... HeT... " CepeOpsHEbIi YeTI0BEeK B3IPOTHY, KOT{Ia ero HOTH IpoxkKaiu 0€CKOHTPOJIBHO.

"MBI He MOKEM OTPHIATh TO, YTO CKa3as Mojulleickui. " ITpogaBel] B3MOXHYII, CXKUMas 06J1acCTh
MexXny rna3. "3mech KT0-T0 ymep..."

"TloxkamyicTa... pebsirta... " CepeOpsHBIN YeJI0BEK IIBITAJICS T0Ka3aTh HEXKHYIO YIIBIOKY, YTOOH
001eruuTs oasaM, 6pocarouuM Ha HET0 KUHKaJlbHbIe B3TJISIbI, HO BMECTO 3TOTO OHa ITPEBPATUIIACh
B MCKAXXEHHYIO YIIBIOKY.

"Bce B mopsigKe, MBI BCe TIOHUMaeM, ¥ 3TO yKe IIPOU30IIJIO0, TaK YTO IIPOCTO CKaXKUTe HaM IIpaBay,
U... MOXKET OBITE... Xaa... MOXKeT ObITh, MBI CMOXKEM IIPOCTUTh Bac. ". MefmcecTpa MeJIeHHO
IIpOLIEeINTaa 3T CJI0BA, HO KA3aJioCh, YTO JaxKe OHa He KYIHUIach Ha TO, YTO TOJIBKO YTO CKa3asa.



"¢l mpaBma He menan 3Toro... ' CepeOpsaHBIA MyK4YrWHA, HAKOHEL], He BhIlepzKasl U yIaj Ha I0JI, Koraa
€ro CJIe3bl YCUTTUWINCD, TTOCkUIasl OecrpeliefeHTHYIO arOHUIO 10 BCel Terepb 0e3MOJIBHOM 30HE.
OnHaxko OpyTre yXKe BULEeNH, Kak cepeOpSIHEIN YelloBeK Ilakasl ¥ 6eCYuCcIeHHOe KOIMYeCTBO pa3
nagan Ha 3eMyio. OHU yKe BHIPOC/IM, YTOOBI HCIIBITHIBATL OTBPAIlleHNE K TOMY, KaK TPelelleT eTo
roJIoC, KOTrZla OH IJIayeT, IOTOMY 4YTO OH C CaMOro Hadasa IIoKa3asl ce0s HaM... a MH ellle faxe He
BBIOpAJIKCh U3 BTOPOIi 06macTu!

9TO0 mI0X0. ITO 0YEHB, OUEHb IIJIOXO AJI MeHs. TOT (paKT, YTO 3TU TPOe HAaKOHEI-TO HalllJIA OfHY
Bellb, C KOTOPOX OHM BCE MOTJIM ObI COTIaCUTHCS, yXKe IJI0X0. ITO 3HAUUT, YTO ECJIU MPEICTaBUTCS
TaKas BO3MOXKHOCTh, OHU 00513aTeJIbHO CHadasa yObIoT cepeOpsHOro 4eloBeKa, Ipexkae YeM JpaThCs
OPYT C OPYTOM OO CMEPTH, TOYHO TaK Ke, KakK 3T0 00BIYHO OkiBaeT. Torga Toau IPoaoIKany Obl
IBUTATLCS HajbIlle CO BTOPOTO yYacTKa, He 3aflyMBIBasiCh 00 9TOM IT033Ke, HO celiyac BCe OHM HAIIUIH
cI1oco0 3arOMHHUTD 3TO 10 BCEM HEIPaBUIbHBIM IIPUYUHAM. OTO COBCEM He XOPOIIIO MJIs cepebpsHOTo
YyeJi0BeKa, ¥ 9TO TaK Ke yKaCHO aJis MeHs1. Eciu cepeOpsiHBIM YelI0BeK YMPET MEPBBIM, TO 371€Ch
OobIlle HUKOTO HET, KOT0 S CMOTY YCIIeIIHO IIPEBPATUTh B CBOETO JJOBEPYHMBOIO MaJIeHbKOT0 KO3J1a
OTIYIEHUS 3a IIOCJIENHION0 BEPL!

910 mpocTo... 6e3ymue! Kak s MOTy MOTepsITh KOHTPOJIb Ha 3TUMHU MPOKJISITHIMU JIIOABMH yKe TOT[Ia,
KOTTIa MBI BCe €ellle BO BTOPOU 30He? f momxkeH 3T0 ucnpaButh. BBICTPO!

"IlaBail IpPOCTO OBUTATHCS fasblile, " 9 cka3as, Korga 00epHYI PYKHU BOKPYT Ijied cepeOpsiHOTro
YyeJloBeKa. 3aTeM 51 U30 BCeX CUJI CTapasiCs MOOHATE ero C 3eMJIH, KOIfia IO BOKPYI CMOTpeNX Ha
MeHsl C JIULIOM, HallOJITHEHHEIM HeBepueM. [1oxoxke, OHU He MOT'YT CMUDPUTECS C TeM, YTO CBALIEeHHUK
IIOMOTaeT 4eJI0BeKy, HaJl KOTOPBEIM u3feBatoTcs. Ouenomsionie!

3aTeM NONULEeNCKUY MOJOIIeN KO MHE C pPyKaMu Ha Tanuu. "Co BCeM yBaKeHUEM, OTell, HO 3TOT
YyeJoBeK... .

"4 3mato, [TAMH HYZ2KHO, YTO XATIIIITIEHEI!" 4 npou3Hec, Korga MoK rOJI0C BHE3AIMTHO
IIpeBPaTUIICA B KPUK B CEpeAuHe, U JaxKe 5 He 0XKHUIal, YTO MoMafgy B TaKyl0 arOHUIO, HAllOJTHEHHYIO
KpUKaMu. 3aTeM 51 3aKPhUI I'JIa3a, KOrjia ILITAaICs HaluTH B cebe BOJII0, YTOOBI CHOBA OCTABAThCS
CIIOKOMHBIM, B TO BpEMSI KaK cepeOpsHbIM MyKUKMHA ITPOI0IXKAJ [IJTaKaTh, KaK uepToB uguot! "IaBai
IIPOCTO ABUTaThCA Hajblile, JafHO? Bce He yBepeHbl, HO ceryac Mbl HUUEro He MOXEM C 9TUM
nofenaThk. YeI0BEK MEPTB, TPOU301Iel HeCYaCTHHIM CIy4ail, ¥ cCpedu Hac HeT yOuuisl. Terneps Mbl
MOKEM OBUTAThCA Aallbllle, UJIW MBI XKIEM, KOT[la TUTaHTCK1e HaCeKOoMble ChedaT Hac?". { ckazan ¢
CYPOBBIM BHIpakeHHEM JIHlla, KOTa MOU OCTpPHIE T7la3a MIPOH3UIM UX MpayHble BelpakeHud. "Ecnu
X0YellTb, MOZKEITh 3a0paTh TPYII ¢ COO0M, HO MHI IOIKHbI IBUTATHCS [aJbllle; Pa3Be MHI BCe He
COTJIACHHI C 9TUM?".

3aTeM 9TH TpU YejIoBeKa CHefajiy epefo MHOU May3y, XpIOKHYB HECKOJIbKO Hepa30opUrBHIX
BopuaHuii. Tem BpemeHneM, cepeOpsiubiii Mmyxkunta CTUJIIJI nnavet! YEPT BO3bMU, [IOYEMY 3TOT
YEJIOBEK 1O CUX I1OP ITJTIAYET!?

"CBsillleHHUK IIpaB. MbI MOMXKHEI ITepeexaTh. " [IpofaBell cKa3as, KOT[ia BEITUPAl TaJOHSIMU ITIOTHOE
nuto. "KTo-HuOyapb xo4eT 3abpaTth 9Toro dyenoBeka?"' OH cKa3aJsl, yKa3hBas MlajbllaMy Ha TPYI Ha
noiny. "CroenaiTe 9TO ceryac, ¥ gaBauTe yuneM. " 3aTeM OH IOHOIIEN K OTKPHITOMY U XOPOIIO



OCBeILIEHHOMY KOPHUIOPY B HECKOIBKUX (hyTax OT HAC.

3arem MepncecTpa 6e3 pa3gyMuil MpocIenusia 3a IPolaBloM, KOTrla OHa IOCMOTpesia Ha cepeOpsiHOTro
MYy2KYUHY TapO¥i B3BOTHOBAHHHIX TJIa3.

"Tebe moOBe3710, YTO C HAaMu aHren, ypon!" [Tonuneickuii mpouenTant, KOrjaa OH HaK/IOHSJI CBOE TEJI0
Ha MJIauylee JIUI0 cepeOpsHOro MyK4MHEL. [Tomoxau, oH roBopui 060 Mue? 000 MHe, aHTel?
[Toxoxke, CerogHs XOPOIINi feHb, YTOOH! CIIEeTh HOBYIO IOT-TIECHIO PO OOUH KUHOPEMeNK. 3aTeM
IIOJIUIECKUY IIOCMOTPEIT Ha MeHsI 0eCIIOKOMHEIM, HO TOPABIM B3IJISOM, IIpeXe YeM HeXKHO
II0CTy4aTh 10 Iievy. "Byab OCTOPOXKEH C 3TUM 4eJI0BEKOM, OTell, THl XOpoImuil yenosek". Ham Obl1o
Obl HETIPUSITHO BUZETh Te0s Ha ". 3aTeM OH OTOIIEN U MIPOIIeJT IT0 KOPUAOPY.

Kasanoces, HUKTO U3 HUX HE B35 ZKHPHOT'O 4EeJIOBEKA Ha IIO0JI.

3areM s B3si1 ¢ c060# cepeGpsIHOro MyKYKHY, KOT[a MbI IITH 3a HuMY. "Cracubo..." O
HEOTHOKPATHO TOBOPUJI MEXKY PHIIAHUSIMH.

3aTeM g IOCMOTPEJT Ha Hero, KOrja Mbl OCTaHOBUJIM HAIIIU CJIedbl [T03aAu ApyTux aopei. "IlocmoTpu
Ha MeHS$I, cepeOpsHBEIN MyKUMHA, " - CKa3aJl g, CTOS Ha KOoJeHsax nepen HUM. OH JOBOJIBHO MaJIeHbKUHT
YeJI0BeK, TaK YTO 5 JOJIXKEH 3aCTaBUTh Ce0s BHITJIAOETh HUXKe, YTOOHI T MOT' CMOTPETh Ha Hero Ija3a
B I'71a3a, 6e3 HeoOXOOUMOCTH CMOTPETh Ha MeHs BBepx. "Ckaxu MHe mpaBmy. Tsl coenan 3T1o. "

CeperﬂHbeI YeJIOBEK IIOTOM PBIall, KOT'Ma 'OBOPHUII KaKHe-TO CJIOBaA, KOTOPHIE 4 HE MOT' IIOHATE. qa
geJIal0 3TO TOJIBKO OJISA TOTO, YTOOBI U30ABUTHCS OT HOJIO3peHI/II;I, HO 9TO HaUMHAET [MelCTBOBATh MHE
Ha HEPBHI.

"XBATUT TTJTAKATB!" 4 npomienTana, HO UHTEHCUBHOCTb MOET'0 THeBa HACTOJIbKO BRICOKA, YTO MOU
T0JIOC 3a3BOHUJI [10 TUXOMY MeTa/UIN4eCKOMY KOPUZIOPY, BEOYyLIeMy B TPEThIO 30HY. 3aTEM OCTaIbHbEIE
OTJISIHY/IMCh Ha MEeHs, HO I UM He 3amjaTuil. "XBaTUT IIaKaTh, JafgHO? XBaTUT! " 3aTeM 5 MOIOXKHUII
PYKYy eMy Ha I71e40, 4ToOBl 3a0/I0KUPOBATh €T0 BUM Ha APYTHX JIIOAeH, UAYIIUX BIepeau Hac. 3aTeM s
MSTKO CXBATHJI €r0 3a YeJIIOCTh U IOIIEeBEJIUII T0JIOBOM, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTh €TI0 B3TJISHYTh MHE B JIUIIO.
"Temeps TOCMOTPHM MHE B Ir'ma3a. [IpefacTaBbTe, YTO BBl HE CMOTPUTE HU B I'Ia3a YeJI0BeKa, HU B I'Ial3a
cinyru Boxwero. [IpencraBp, 4TO TH CMOTPHUIIB B I'Jla3a caMoro bora u roBopulils MHe npaBay. CKaxu
ceyyac 10Xb, cepeOpsIHLIM YenmoBek, roBopio Tebe, Cam Bor mpumeT cioga, 4ToOw 3ab6paTh Teds!". A
CKa3zaJl, 4To, 904 Ha MOU KPOBOTOYAILlKE T'7la3a, OH U30 BCEX CUJI CTapaeTcs CAepXXaTh CBOU CJIE3HL.
"TrI coenan 9T0?"

3aTeM OH II0KayaJsl I'0JI0BOM, KOrga MeJieHHo oTBevyan: "OTell, TH 3Haelllb, 4To ... ".

"IA UJIM HET!" Ha aToT pa3 s 3aKpuyal, HO OCTajibHble Ha Hac 6osbiie He cMOTpesnu. OHM IPOCTO
IIPOMOJIKAJY UATH.

3aTeM 51 yBU[IENl BHOBb 0OPETEHHYIO PEIIMMOCTh B MaJIeHbKOM cepebpssHOM 4YesloBedKe, KOTa OH
IIpOU3Hec cJ0Bo, "No.".



Torga g

CepeOpsHBEIM MyKYKMHA 3aTeM 3aTSHYJ CBOHM 00BITUS B MO€e TeJIo, I0Ka OH [Ip0xKaJsl, HO BCe PaBHO U30
BCeX CHJI CTapaJcs He InakaTh, "Cmacubo, oterr.".

Teneps y MEeHS €CTh THI.

Temeps g TPOCTO [ONMKEH IPENOTBPATUTh, YTOO APyTHe He YOUIH ero.
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