Kaxk TONIbKO KOPOTKUYM CTapUK OTKPHII, 4uTO 3HaeT Otiia, s 6611 B Hepmoymenuu! Ox 3Han OTia?!
MoxeT ObITh, 9TO O HEM T'OBOPHUIa KpecTHas MaTh? Cpeau MOero HefOyMeHHsi, MOU Tj1a3a O11yKaoamu
o KpecTHOM MaTepH, YCTAaBUBIIKCEH Ha Hee, Kak OyITO HAflesiCh, UTO HA ee JIUIlE MOSBSATCS OTBETHl Ha
Mou T1ofo3peHus. Ho To, 4To s mosyuns, OBI7I0 BCETO JIUIITL COMHUTEILHBIM KHBKOM OT Hee.

Ho peBepbepupytomuii ompoBepr CypoBo: "IINeMsHHUK, TOBOPHUIIL? ABISETCS X TBOM KaIlIOIIOH U3
HUX C TBOEU Marvey MOAXOOALIUY XKeCT TOCTEIIPUMMCTBA CTAPEUIIINHEL A7 MJTaflIuX
poxmcTBeHHUKOB?". "Manbunk caM Meguym! IIpo6upasick CKBO3b OITACHOCTH, ero xy1ed u Macyo! Itu
IIPOCTHIE TIPENSATCTBUS ObLIN [JIS HET'O BCETO JIUIIb UCIbITaHuIMU! CunTaiiTe 3T0O HEOOXOMUMBIM, HO
CTOJIb HEOOXOIMMBIM YPOKOM MJIST HeTO 0T 3a60TIMBOTO cTapeimuubl!" BMecTo 3Toro 6e3MUKHi TOI0C
BOPBAJICSI B MeHee MOPO3HYI0 HacMellKy: "Xaxaxa! Torma mo3BosibTe MHE CKa3aTh BaM, Ha ClIydaw,
€CJI OH YCKOJIb3HYJ OT Bac. HeBecTka MypoHr Xait Toxe npucyTtcTByeT! Kak crapuuii, Thl 00MaHy 1
UX CBOUM BojieO6CTBOM U Hamyras! XoTenock Okl TOCMOTPETH, Kak keHa MypoHT Xall CIpaBUTCS C
atum!"

HaxkoHen-To MeHs 0CeHHUNa IpaBfa!l OTH JII0AY XKAalu Hac; CTapUK UCIIOJIb30Bajl CBOK Marui, 4YTOOL
3aCTaBUTH HAC MTyTellecTBOBATh 10 Kpyry! YeCTHO roBops, s He MOT He YyBCTBOBaTh Ce0s cierka
pa3fpakEeHHHIM, KOT[a 3afiaBajiCs BOIIPOCOM, He MBITAJICS JI CTAPUK HaMEePEeHHO OfypadyuTh Hac.
Bonee Toro, u3 TOr0, 4T0 CKa3aj rouoc, ObUI0 SICHO, YTO 3TOT KOPEHACTHIY CTaPUK KOTHa-To CTpajas
OT IJIETEHUS MaTePhI0 TakK CUJIBHO, YTO TEeIepPhb 3TOT UHIUAEHT CTall [AJIst HEro IPeAMEeTOM CTHILA U
CMyIIeHus!

IBIMSAIIANACS CTaPUK PaCTOIITajl HOTH ¢ Ophi3ramu yxa "Aii-aii-ai!", a moTom mob6aBui: "MHe Bce
paBHo! Torga aTo 6bla He Mos BuHA!" Ho OH OBICTPO MOBEPHYJICS Ha MSATKHU, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHCS CO
MHO#U. "Mou nneMsaHHUK!" OH ropsido mo3BoHUI MHE: "[IpocTuTe. { He 3HaMN, YTO TBOS XKeHa 3[eCh C
T00OOM! 3axX0OuTe BHYTPh U BHIIENTE TOPSAYEro Yasi, YTOOb He MPOCTYAUTLCS!" OH MOTSIHYIICS 3a
BOXKKM MO€H JIOIIafi, TOJIbKO YTOOH JIOIIaAb B3OAPOTHYIA, 3aCTaBUB MEeHS 3aAyMaThCsI, He KaXKeTCs
JIA MHe, YTO MO JIOLIaab TOXKE CUUTAET €r0 CIUIIKOM ypOoanuBbiM! Moii 3Bephb IPOJOIXKall YXOOUTh,
yTOOBI U30€KaTh €To, laXKe KOrfla CTAPUK TIIETHO IIBITAJICS 3aXBAaTUTh BOXKKHU, CO3MIaBasi KOPOTKUH,
HO YMOPHUTEJIbHEIM MOMEHT.

¢ oTMAxXHYJICS OT CBOero KoHs. [IOKJIOHUBIIKCH B BO3AYyXe, S 3aKpuyan: "Mos rimybodaiinas
6rmaromapHOCTh BaM 3a Ballly 3a60Ty o HarieM Onaromonyuyuu, Ctapumui!" "3to ero marus. OHa
II03BOJISET €My ITPOEIMPOBaTh CBOM I'ojI0Cc Ha MUJK. HacKOIbKO MBI 3HaeM, OH MOXKET OBITh IaneKo,
3a yiienbeM, - GLIPKHYJ CTapuK Ha KOPTOUKax, - "He obpaiaiiTe Ha Hero BHUMaHus!" [I0CKOJIBKY OH
oOpalrancs Ko MHe KakK K IIJIEMSHHUKY, 9TO MOTJIO 03Ha4yaTh, YTO OH IIOX0XK Ha OTIa. f Toxe OBICTPO
MIOKJIOHUIICA eMy. "[Ipoly NpolleHus y AsSO4 3a MO3ApaBleHus C 3adepXKKou. [IpocTuTe, 4T0
BTOpraeMcs B Ball nmokou!" "XBaTuT GpopmanbHOCTei", - mpoOopMOTas OH, moMaxuBasi MHe: "[loiimem!
Mo mom coBceM psamom! IlaBaliTe BHIIIEEM Yalo Ha xomnoxa! ITlougeM, Mou XopoIuidi Majab4uk!" OH
yKa3zaJ BIepén. "f moiify Buepenu, 4ToOb BECTH, TOIBKO He OTCTaBay OT jomafel..." OH Haval UATH
HallePeTrOHKM.

3araloyHo, 4TO OH MEeJIEHHO IIeJ BII€peagu HacC, HO HalllK JIOIIaau MOTJIN JOTHATh ero u
nogmepzKuBaTb CKOPOCTE TOJIBKO PEICEIO. OH Ben HacC B KOPOTKOE IIyTeleCTBue 00 TeX I10P, ITI0Ka He
IMOABHUIIOCH HECKOJIBKO HOPOK, ITIOXO0ZKHKX Ha XM2KWHEI Ha BEPIMNHE X0JIMa, KOTOPEIE ITPOPaCTaJId IbIMOM
13 UX OBIMOXO0MOB. KoMIIekc OBIT 3aKPHIT JEPEBAHHBIMU JIOTKaMH C MaJIeHbKOH OBEPLIO. CTapI/IK
OTKDPBHBIJI OBEPE U IIPUTTIACUII HAC BOUTH. MHI IIPUKPEIINIIA 6pa3m>1 IIPpAaBJIEHUA HAIIUX JIolagen K
JionragsgaM, a 3aTeM OTCTYIIUIIU BHYTPB, YTOORI CITACTHUCH OT MOpO3a. ManeHbKHE XOIMBI Oo4yep4YuBaliu



CBOM BHEIIHHE Pa3Mephl; BHYTPH OHU ObIIM MMPOCTOPHBEIMH, U [JIST BCeX HAC OBIJIO TOCTATOYHO MECTa.
CrapuK pa3BepHYJ KOBep, KOTOPHIH ObIT MPUKPEINIeH K CTeHe, U MOMPOCHIT Hac MpucecTb. Korga Mu
BCE YCEeJIMCh Ha KOBPOBHIY IT10JI, OH ITPOCKOJIB3HYJI B CBOU IIOKOH, a Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMsI BHIIIETT U
ceJl C HaMH.

Yepe3 HECKOIHKO MUHYT BHIIIEN MaJIbYUK C IIOJHOCAMU CepeOPSHOM MOCYOH C TOPSIYHMM YaeM Ha
IIapy - MOHTOJIbCKUM MOJIOUHBEIM CyyTel aeM. 2KuBsl HeflaJleKo 0T MOHT0JIMH, OH ObLT He YYKUM [AJIS
Hux. EnBa nu m00g1muii MECTHBIM HAUTOK, 5 MOMHSJI YalllKy U OT AYIIX NOTATUBal. TeM He MeHee, g
IIPUBETCTBOBAJI TO TEILJI0, KOTOPOe OHO MHE BCe-TaKu BOCCTAHOBUJIO. OCTaslbHbIEe NEBYIIKY, Y3HAB
CBOM MECTHBIM HAIIUTOK, COBEPIIUIM HECKOJIBKO MOHTOJIbCKUX PUTYaJIOB, IIpeXkae 4YeM HaCllaAUuThCs
HanuTKOM. Tonbko FOaHb UXOHCH C OTPOMHBIM 9HTY3Ma3MOM HBIPHYJIA B 3TOT HAIUTOK, YTO OYEHb
IopamoBasno crapuka. "Xaxaxa! OH MHe HpaButcs!" OH BOpBajCsd B CTad OTMOPO3KOB: "OH
HarnoMrHaeT MHe 0 cebe!" FOaHb YXOHCH MOT IPOCTO BEPHYTH TIyIIOe XMXUKaHbe, KOTTla IIPOLoJIKal
OITyCKaTh CBOM HAMUTOK. [[0JIZKHO ObITh, CTAPUK CUMTaN UXOHCU POACTBEHHOU AYIIOH, TaK KAk OHU
OBLIM ITOX0KH II0 POCTY, 51 CIIOKOMHO XUXUKAJ caM C COOO0M.

Yepes3 HECKOJIBKO MI'HOBEHUE MBI Hayajld 0CO3HABAThH TEIJIO, MOJHUMAIOIIEECs C moja. B 3emitio mop
TI0JI0M, Ha KOTOPOM MBI CUJIEITH, OBIIT BHIPHIT YTTyONIeHrne, YTOOb KOCTPH MOTJIU IIPO0JIKATh TOPETh
BHU3Y, YTOOH HOpa He 3aMep3iia!l Mbl cTanu 4yBCTBOBaTh cebs 6olee KOMPOPTHO, HACTaXKaasiCh
OTCYTCTBHEM €[KOT'0 MOP03a. MabuuK BEPHYJICS C OBYMS OOJBIIMMY HEPEBIHHBIME OMIOALAMY U
TI0JI0KUJI UX Ha 1moj1. CTapuK moMaxaj HaM PYKOH, JBUTAsiCh, YTOOR BCE CUEN BOKPYT TapesioK, KakK
IBa MTOHYMKA.

"OH HeMOi, - 3aMeTHJI CTAPHK, - 5 HallleNl ero, Koraa OH OblT elle 6eHBIM MOJIOOLIM YeroBekoM". Ero
pomuTeney younu pa30orHUKY B ropaxX. OH ObIJT COBCEM MaJlIeHbKHM, KOTHa S B35 ero K cebe, U C Tex
IIOP OH XKHKBET CO MHOU!" Manb4uK NOSIBUIICS, KOTJa CTapUK 3aKOHYHUJI, HECS OTPOMHBIM KYCOK MsCa,
TOJIBKO 4TO Hle"OTOBHGHHbeI. Ky'CKI/I TIapa OCEITIAJIUCh W 3aIIOTHATIA KOMHATY, KaK TUTAHTCKUU KyCOK
Msica OITyCKaJICs Ha MIKUPOKOe O/MI0M0 € TITyOOKUM I'TyXUM T'JTyXUM 3BYKOM, CJIOBHO 3TO OBbIT KAMEHb.
3aTeM MaJIlb4YHUK BOIIEJI BHYTPb U BEPHYJICSA C APYTUM TaKUM 2Ke MaCCHBHBIM KyCKOM MsICa ¥ TIOJIOKUII
ero Ha apyroe 65i0m0. B TpeTuit pa3s oH CHOBa BEPHYJICS C HOXKaMu. MoKeT OBITh, 3TO MECTHBIH
oObIyali, CBOMCTBEHHBIN MOHTOJIaM, TaK KaK IeBOYKH TYT JKe BBITAIIUIIM CBOM CKPUMHUHAPHI U C
yBazKeHHeM II0JIOKHUJIU UX Ilepef co00M, ¥ OHU OISATh TIOCMOTPENIHN Ha CTapuKa, Kak Oy[aTo XKOanud oT
HETO PEeIIuKHU.

MoxeT ObITh, 9TO MOHTOJILCKUM 00BIYal YBaXKeHUS K YeCTH CTAPEeHUIIUHE HavyaTh Tparesy, s
3agymaincs. Ho ctapuk pafocTHO KpUKHYI: "Mbl He B Mouronuu! IIpoknsaTe Bce o6brdau! ITpocto
Komay!" Manb4uK BHILIET U3HYTPU C OTPOMHOU YPHOU BUHA. PE3KUM KeCTOM CTapuK ABUHYIICS,
yTOOBI OCTABUTE €€ B yriy. "[laBaii!" CTapuk noBepHyjcd K HaM: "JyBCTBy#Te cebs Kak foMa U
HacJaxpaaiTech 3TOM Tpame3oi!" Bo MHe cusiio TEMo, Koraa s BUAes H06pOTy U TOCTEeIPUUMCTBO
CTapuKa, KOTOPEe OH IPOSIBUII K HaM. [logyMaTh TOJIBKO, YTO MBI CMOTJIX HATKHYTHCS Ha HETO B
TaKy10 CYpPOBYIO IIOTOMY ¥ IIYCTHIHHYIO ITyCTHIHIO, HECMOTPS Ha €ro CTPaHHbBIe METO[IbI, YTOOH
IIOIBITAaTHCS HAC OCTAHOBUTD.

4 nocmotpen Ha FOanbs UxoHcu. OH yKe MoIydas yAOBOIbCTBUE, C MAaHAIIUMY 3BOHKaMHU CTapuKa
unu 6e3 HUX. Hukorga He Oyoyun OOHUM M3 MHUJIAIIEK 3a CToJIoM, UyHcH mpobopMoTan 4epes poT,
TIOJIHBIM Msica, KOTHa OH IIPUHUMAJ XKaXAyIIKii TI0ToK BuHa: "O 00xke, Msico BKycHoe! BuHO ToxXe
BKycHoe!" Ero npsIMONIMHEUHOCTH TOJIBKO paccMelnnia cTapuka. OHU BHITTIAOENN OYeHb TOX0XKUMU



OPYT Ha [Apyra, 4To /M000¥ Apyro# 4enoBeK MoT OBl TEPENyTaTh UX C OTIIOM M CBIHOM. CTapuK OOHUM
TJIOTKOM OITyCTOLIU YaIllKy ¥ 3aMeTun: "Xaxaxa! Tl TaKoH Ke, KakK s, KOrfa s ObIT MaJIeHbKUM,
ManbuuK! Thl MHE HpaBUIILCS, MajibuyuK!" "Thl He 3Haelllb MeHs, cTapuk!" YXOHCU OTBETHJI, €T0 r0JI0C
3arjymasn ero MOoHbIHM poT: "4 OblT 6eJHEIM CUPOTO#, KOT{Ia MOM HacTaBHUK Halllel MeHs. Mbl ObITH
Tak OeHEBI TOTA, YTO 7T KaK MOXKHO 00Jbllle, Korga Haxonuny eny!" OH KaHO KeBajl MsCo,
M3pHITas KI04Ybs BCIKUM pa3, KOra OTKPhIBAJ POT, YTOOH MOTOBOPKTh. CTapuK CUJIBHO YOAPHUII 10
CTOJy, B3BOJTHOBAHHKIY 10 HEey3HaBaeMOCTHU: "Xopoiuo! BoT o yem g rosopio! [IpocTo elib, CKOIBKO
cMmoxelns!" HaBepHOe, 3TO ¥ €CTh Ta OTKPOBEHHAA U YeCTHas OeP30CTh, KOTOPOU BOCXUILIAJICS OTEL,
Y TI09TOMY OHU CTaJIi APY3bSIMHU.

4 OTKyCHJI KyCOK Msica ¥ JTIIOOOTBITHO CIIpocunl ctapuka: "Ho, ommbarocs... Jaasa? 3meck 1o0au30CTH
maxe MTUI HET. ['me Tl 06bIYHO 0XOTHIIbCA?" CTapuk 3acMesinicss. OBGBIYHO OH OXOTHIICS 3a
IpepesiaMy yllelbs, IOe MBL cerdac HaxopuMcsi. OH CHUMAJI LIKYPY C TOMMaHHbBIX JKUBOTHBIX U
XpaHWI MSCO B ITOfIBajle B KAUeCTBe NTaliKa Ha 3UMy.

[Tocrne mo4YTH Tpex payHOOB BUHA MHE XBaTuUJO0. ¢ IpeanoKul CUrapeTy CTapuKy, Ipexae 4eM
IIPedI0KUTh CBOIO ITaYKy BCEM OCTa/lbHBIM. Korga mesno gomio 0o ShenbBelica, OHa ITOKpacHesa 1
OTKa3ajlach OT MOEro MpeiokeHus MokKyputb. OHa Opocasia KypuTh, 60opMoTasa oBell. f He
BO3paxaro, I CKa3aJl e, U OHa B3sJla OOHY U3 MOUX CUTapeT U caMa II0f0Xria. "Tak 4To, A0, -
CKasall s eMy caM, B3MaxHYB I'TOTKOM, - Thl, HaBepPHOe, 3Haelllb, C KaKOW 1IeJIblo S 3allleNl TaK Oajieko,
He Tak nmu?" OH KuBHYJ. OH 00BICKAJl BOKPYT KapMaHOB 1 HallleJl 04eHb MaJleHbKYI0 KOJI0Oy pa3MepoM
C HAIePCTOK M3 HArpymHoOro KapMmaHa. OH Opocun Kojm0y MHe. "HecKonbKo qHe# Ha3a[ 30ech
Oponuiia Ky4Ka I'IYIILIX IEMOHOB, U 5 IIOACAYINaJ, KakK OHYM roBopuiu o Te6e. CHavana s He 3HaJ, 4TO
THI MOU ApyT, CBIH MypoHT Xal, oKa He yCJbIal, KakK OHY yrioMuHanu o [lyxe I'ypa, KOTOPEIM Tak
MHOT'0 JIeT Ha3af, II0JIb30BasIcsa TBOM oTell. ToJIbKO TOorha s IOHSJ, KTO Thl Takoi! Kak cMeloT aTu
NapIIMBbie ITPOKIATHUS PUXOOUTE B JIaOMPUHTCKUYM KaHbOH U XKeJlaTh 371a MOEMY IIJIEMSIHHUKY !
HamnonHeHHBIN THEBOM, 5 XKECTOKO HaKa3aJjl uxX u 3abpan y Hux 9Ty ®uary ymr!"

CHeXHOe yIIeabe, B KOTOPOM MBI Ceifdac HaXOJUMCsI, Ha3kBaIoCh JIaOMPUHTCKUM KaHbOHOM.
CTapuk HaJIOXKHUJI Ha BCIO OKPYTY MOIITHOE OYapOBaHUE, YTO BCSKUM, KTO BOUMOET B KaHBOH, IIOTUOHET.
BEIn TOJBKO OMH CII0CO0 BRIPBATHCS M3 HEP 3aKOJIIOBAHHOI'0 KAHBOHA, TO €CTh IIPOCIeIUTh CBOU
IIaT¥ B HAMPABJIEHUM, OTKYyHa OHU HPHUIIH. CTas JeMOHOB JIMCHl HEBOJILHO OTBAXKMUIIACh 3[I€Ch U
Obla 3agepkaHa uM. [Tociie HEKOTOPOTO JOIIPOCa OH y3HaJI, Iie Mbl HaX0guMcs, ¥ B3s1 Omsry [y,
KOTOpas copepxaJja JyX TeTH YaHa.

CorHIle CaguiIoCch K TOMY BPpEMEHHU, KaK MBI 3aKOHYUIIM HAIly OOJITYIO Tpare3y. Mbl MpoBeu BECh
IeHb 3a 00eI0M, pa3roBOpaMy U YKUHOM. BCio BTOPYIO ITOJIOBUHY AHS S TOBOPHUJ CO CTAPUKOM O MOMX
POOUTENSAX, YbH UCTOPUU BOCXUTHUIIU €T0 6€3MEPHO.

Houb OBIyIa MOTHOCTHIO OKOHYEHA, KOTT]a MBI PEIININ YUTH U BEPHYTLCS B Jlarepb, JOCTUTHYB CBOEM
IIeNIN - BEPHYTH Oymy TEéTe YnaH. Ho cTapuk octanoBui MeHs. "Kak HacueT mpyroi Houn? Trl
MOXKEIIb HABEeCTUTh CTAPOT0 CTapHKa, KOTOPHIY XKaeT Te0s Ha APYroi CTOPoHe KaHboHA. OH XKOeT
Te0s C TEX IOP, KaK y3HaJ 0 TBOeM IPuObITHu!"
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