YyBCTBYS, KaK BO MHe BCIILIXMBAIOT 3MOIMY, 5 Obla TPOHyTa 3a00TOM MOUX TOBapuilei 000 MHe.
Mos pyka IpoKpaiack B KapMaH U CXBaTulach 3a TenedoH. 1 nucan Ha ero skpaH. Ho oH 0vln
TpecHy. Ele ofHa Belllb, KOTOpas f00aBUT MHe IIOTePHU B 3TOM 1Oe3[Ke, 5 3agyMaics. Bpems nns
ellle OOHOTO HOBOTO Tejle(oHa.

4 crmabo yneiOHYyIach cebe U 3axKriia curapety. "4 y3Hasna XKeHIMHY U3 TPYIIIIH II0fiel, KOTOphie
HallaJy Ha Hac paHbllle, - CKa3ania g BCeM, - OHU IILITaIUCh IOXUTUTh MeHS, Korfa s Obla COBCEM
MaJIeHbKOM, ¥ UM 3TO He yhasnoch". [Toxoxke, B 9TOT pa3 OHU IIPULUIH TOATOTOBIEHHEIMU. ITO ObI
03HayaJjo, YTO Aylla TETU YnaH ¢ HuMu! Ho Bce paBHO, MBI Majio 3HAEM O HUX, U 5 celdac B
pactepsaaocTy". JIuap ®3H u KOaHb YX0HCH CIIUIIKOM MpPayHO KUBHYIU. Majo TOro, 4To Mbl He
3Ha/Iu, I04YeMy OHU HalleJIMJINCh Ha MEeHs, KaK aKyJibl Ha KPOBaBOM CJiefie, OHYU, Ka3ajoCh, 3HAIN
KaX[bIi KyCO4Y€eK Halllero ABUXKEHUS.

KpécTtHas mama OblyTa 03aflau€Ha, YCIIBIIIAB O TETE YIIaH, ¥ CIPocuiia MeHs 0 Hed. OBCSIHKA, 5T Hadall
pacckas3blBaTh €M, YTO CIydnnoch Mexay OTIoM 1 Hell. B KOHIle MOero paccka3a KpecTHasi MaTh
CTajla MeJIaHXO0JUKOM. Kak ceCTpHl B CTpaflaHUAX, el TOXKe CTaso0 XKaJjb TeTI0 YIaH. ITO, OOHAKO,
BBHI3BAJIO BO MHe II000MBITCTBO. "Kak HacueT paccKa3aTb HaM, KakK Bbl I03HAKOMUIUCH C MOUM OTIIOM,
KpécTHast MmaMa?" f cpa3y cupocuia. OHa yaeI0OHYIACh, TacKada MeHs 110 3aTHUIKY ¥ Hadaja CBOM
pacckas.

9To Havanock 60JIee TPEXCOT JIET Hal3af, KOTrfa KpecTHasi MaTh Oblla ellle JUKOHM nucoi. OHa MoTTIa
TOBOPHUTD Ha SI3HIKE JII0JIeH, HO Y Hee ellle He XBATHUJIO Maruu, 4YToOBl IPEeBPATUTLCS B YeloBeka. Ee
ceMbsi Besta 60pp0y C IPYyTUMHU IJIeMeHaMU Ha KOYeBKaX, ¥ O0IBIIMHCTBO MyKYKH B €€ CeMbe
noru6iu u3-3a pa3bopok. Ho B puHambHOM OMTBE IPOTUB IIPOTHBOOOPCTBYIONUIETO TIJIEMEHH, ITPHIIIIA
TPYIIa OXOTHUKOB 3a miogbMu! OHU 3ape3any TaM BCeX JIMCHII, HE3aBUCHMO OT IIJIEMEH UJTU HET.

Y kpecTHO# Torfa Ovla cTapiias cecTpa. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO OHa He 00Jlafiajia Maruieckom CUioHn,
KaK KpecTHas MaTh, OHa Oblyia 671arocioBiieHa HHTEJIEKTOM U ocTpoyMueM. OHa cbexarna C
KPeCTHOM MaTephio, KoTopas Obljla paHeHa JTI0AbMHU, ¥ OHU cOexkanu B nemlepy. Ho nemepa He Oblna
YaCThIO TEX 3€MeJlb, C KOTOPEIMU OHM OBLIM 3HAKOMBI, HO M3-3a HACYIIHOM HEOOXOMUMOCTH UM
IIPHUIIIIOCH BOMTH B THYGI/IHBI TMMOA3EMHOT0 TYHHEJISA, He 3Had, 9YTO XKIOET UX BHYTPH.

Cectpsl 3abpanuck rinydxe B memiepy. CTpaHHO, YTO OXOTHUKHM Ha JIIOfIel He MpeciiefoBaiy UX B sSMe.
B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, IB€ CECTPHI CAEIAIN NOJTHe B3I0Xu o0erdyenus. bes maHuKy, Korma 3a HUMU
THAJINCh OXOTHUKY, CECTPHI HayaJIi OCMATPUBATh UX OKPeCcTHOCTH. Hemganmeko oT Hux Obiya
nong3eMHas naryHa. Ha 6Gepery Bogsl OblT OTPOMHBIM BalyH, Ha HEM CHUeN YyelloBeK. CecTph
BHHUMATEJIbHO IIOCMOTPEIH U YBUAEH JIUCY, CUISIINYIO Ha IIylede MyK4YuHbI! MyXK4YruHa, MOJIOION 1
BECEeJIbIN, CUIEeNT Ha BajlyHe CO CKPEeIlleHHBIMI HOTaMH{ B MeIUTaluy, 1 Oejas TUCHUIla OTKPhIIa I'/1a3a,
OCMOTPUTENIBHO Pa3TIIsIAbiBas HapYIIUTeNIeH CBOMMHU CBEPKAIOIIUMU T'OyOBIMY TJIa3aMH.

CecTphl 3HAHU NTy4Ille, YeM 3JIUTh YeJI0BEKa U €T0 JIUCY, 3Has, YTO OHU [IOJIKHE 00/1aflaTh MOLTHLIMU
crmocoOHOoCTsIMM. OHU He MOTJIU Pa3JIuYUTh, OBIIN JIM 9Ta MTapa HUCTUHHBIMU 00KEeCTBaMU UJTU
0ecCMepTHBIMH, TEM He MeHee, OHU PeIlNIH, YTO HajIexkalllie MUJIOCTH HOJIXKHEL OBITh COOJIIONEHE.
"Hamm n3BMHEHUS 3a BTOPXKEHKE B BAlll IOKOM, OPOrOM TOCIOOWH. ME He 3HaIH, YTO BB 30€Ch. MBI
cracanuch 6erctsoM. Ele pa3 u3BuHseMcs 3a 0€CIIOK0#CcTBO. MEI pocTo..." C1oBo "yiTH" IPHUIILIO



6e3 3ByKa U3 ee yCcT, u60, K yOuBIIeHUI0 00erX CeCTep, IOHOIIA OTKPHII I'Jla3a U YBUIE
HOBONPUOBIBIITMX! OH M3y4aj UX CEeKYHOH ¥ BOYMYHUBO yibi0asncs. BHe3amHo, 6e3 mpenynpexkaeHus,
MYy2KYHMHA U ero jiuca UCYEe3JIi ¥ B MTHOBEHUE OKa BHOBb IIpefCTalu nepen Humu! B ymax cectep
IIPOMEJIbKHYIa OfIHA MBICITb: JTO I0IKEH ObITh MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIHM YeJI0BEK C Marudeckou cumoi! OHu
He 3HaJIX, KaK OH Iepeexall K HUM, 3Hasl TOJIbKO, YTO MOJIOMOM YeJI0BEK MOMkKeH 00J1afiaTh CUIIOH,
KOTOpast MOXKeT pPa3fdaBUTh UX B IIbITb. KpoMe TOro, B mellepe He OBIIO MIaMeHHBIX ()aKesioB, HO BCS
meliepa Obljla OCBellleHa TAaUHCTBEHHBKIM HCTOYHUKOM CBeTa!

Ha n6y cecTep BRIPBaIUCh OYCHHBI XOIOAHOTO NoTa. CTpax ¥ MaHWKa CXBATUIM UX TaK CHUJIBHO, YTO
OHU efiBa MOTJIM COABUHYTHCS C MecTa. beccMepTHEIE YacTo ObITM U3BECTHH KaK 9KCIEHTPUYHEIE UITH
CTPaHHbIE, CYUTAS MEJIKIX JEMOHOB HUYEM MHBIM, KaK IIITHAMU I'PSA3U U caxu. OHY HUKOTHA He
WCIBITBIBAIY OB HUKAKUX YTPRI3EHUM COBECTH, M30ABUBIINCEH OT HUX, KaK OT MyPaBLEB UITH
napa3uToB. Omacasich Xy/IIero, CECTPH CTaIy XKajleTh O TOM, YTO IIONAJIHU B IEIIePy U MOABEPTIIUCE
rHeBY 6ecCMepTHBIX!

Ho, K uX yIuBIEHHIO, I0HOIIIA He TPOU3BeJ TaKoro yxkaca! OH HaKIOHHUIICS, YTOOR IIOCMOTPETh Ha
MOJIOIYI0 KPECTHYI0 MaTh, KOTOpas Obl/la Ha PyKax y CTapIlei cecTprl. M3 ee XPyIIKOTOo Tena Topyaia
CTpela, ¥ ee XU3Hb MeJIEHHO PaccenBanach. Moogoi 4eI0BeK BONIe6HEIM 00pa3oM COTBOPHUIT
MaJIeHbKYIO KalaballICKyI0 THIKBY ¥ OTKYIOPHUI ee. OH OMPOKKUHYII €e ¥ HaIWII Ha PaHy KPEeCTHOH
MaTepu Oebli 1eueOHbIHM ITIOPOIIOK, a IPYToM PYKOM OCTOPOKHO IOCTyYart 1o crpene. Ctpena
MTHOBEHHO PacTBOPUIIACEH B BO3[yXe, KaK OhIM, X paHa Hadaja ObICTPO 3a2KHUBATH!

4 BurTammn cBou [yx I'ypa U3 kapmaHa. "9T0 Ta XKe caMasi ThIKBa, KOTOPYIO OH UCIIOib30Ban?" 4
CIIPOCHII, ¥ KpeCcTHas KUBHYJA. [JOJIKHO OBITh, 3TO OBIIT OTEIll, KOTHa OH OBbLT MOJIOXKeE, T My4duscs. Emy
IIPOCTO HPABUJIOCH APaMaTH3UPOBaTh! Mou MBICITH OBIIM IPEPBaHE], KOTHa KPecTHas IPOI0IKMIIIa
CBOM pacckas: "Mou cuisl ObIIM 0YeHb MaJjlbl, HO 51 MOT'Y OOIIaThCS C IiombMu". 3To OBITIO TOT[IA,
KOTZla g Haydasia BeIpabaThIBaTh YyBCTBa K TBOeMY OTIy. Ho Mou CHUJIEL BCe elre OBUIN CIUIIKOM C1abbl
IJ1sT MEHST, 4YTOOBI TPaHCPOPMUPOBATHCS B YeJIoBeYeCKyio (popMmy Torma'.

970 ObIJI He eMUHCTBEHHBIM aKT JOOPOTH! OTLA; OH IIO3BOJIAJ UM OCTAThCS ¥ YKPHITHCS B IEIIepe, U
naxe nan ey Oosblle JeKapCTBEHHEIX Ta0neTok. OH faXke Hay4dusl ee Maruy, IoMorasi eyl IpuHATh
yeJioBeYecKylo ¢hopMy 1o xkefaHuio. CecTprl cTanu 6muxke K MypoHT Xail 1 Hadanu 00HapyKUBaTh,
YTO OH BPSA[ JIA IBJISETCS XOJIOOHEIM U OTCTPAHEHHBIM 0€CCMEPTHHIM, C KOTOPHIM CTaJIKUBaEeTCS
6onbIIMHCTBO iofeit. [103:ke oHU maXe momorau MypoHT Xaii B 0Ka3aHUU IIOMOIY APYTUM
HYXK[IAIIMUMCS JTIOOAM, KOTla OHU TOKUHYJIY [elepy.

Bce OBI710 XOPOIIIO 00 TeX 0P, IT0Ka B OJUH MPEeKPACHLIA JeHbh BOGHHAs KOJIOHHA He MpuOkIa B
paiioH, rme OHM CHa0XKaJiu MPOAYKTaMU MUTAHUS KEePTB CTUXUMHBIX OefcTBui. CONOaTh KOJIOHHEI
HeMe[JIEHHO OCTAaHOBUJIM CBOM BAarOHHI ¥ TIOBO3KH ¥ BHIIUIKA. CONIAATH MPUIUIA U KOHGUCKOBAIU
TIJIeTeHble KOP3WHE C e10¥ [ OeIHBIX U HYXKOAIOMUXCS ¥ COOMPATUCh YXOOUTh, KOTa CECTPHI
TI0TIaJIi C HUMHU Ha XKecTKyIo ccopy! CBOMMU Maru4eCKUMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU CECTPHI MOTJIH 1OOeauTh
He0OJIbIII0e KOIHYeCTBO comaT. Ho commaTel cOexaiu ¥ OTIPABUIKCE 3a moakperieHuem! He
IIPOIIZI0 MHOT'O BpeMeHH, KaK MPUOBLI O0JbIION KOHTUHTEHT COJINAT, ¥ CECTPHI ObIIM BRIHYXKIEHEI
0exaThb B YKpHITHE!

Myponr Xali cunes Ha KOHHOM 9KHIIaxKe, KOrfa npuexana 0osblnas rpynna conpart. Ero He



IIOTPEBOXKUJIO 3peJINille apMUH, OH IIPOCTO H0OpoXKenaTeNIbHO YILOHYJICS KOMaHAUDPY IPUOLIBIIETO
otpspa. "KTo u3 Bac MATeXKHUKH, OCMEUBIIKECS HamacTh Ha HeOecHble apmuu!" Myponr Xai
YCIIBIIIA ero ¥ XUXUKasl, Kak 0yaro ycisian myTky. "HebGecHble apmun, roBopute?" OH
HacMexasics: "Kak Bel Obli HeOeCHBIMU? BEI COIIaTh KMIIEPATOPCKOTO IBOPa! ApMUM UMIIEPUU
MuH! Brl IOKIAIKCE 3alUINATE HAPON, & He yrHeTaTh ero! Bel He CMOriu 0Tpa3uTh BTOPXKEHUE,
KOTOPO€ 3aCTaBU/I0 Hapop 6exXaTh B CTpaxe U HUILleTe, HO BBl OCMEIUINCE 3a0paTh y HUX eny! Bul He
conpatsl! Bel Bcero nmuiih pa3borHuku!" MypoHT Xali caenan fay3y U npoposkui: "IlycTs cerogus
Hebeca cTaHyT MOUM CBUZIETEJIEM TOTO, YTO 51 BEIHOIIY BaM TOYHHBIN ITpuUroBop!" Mey nosiBuics
BoJIeOHEIM 00pa30M M3 HUOTKYHOA, TPeXke YeM 3aKOHUYUTh, ¥ BEICTPEJIUII B BO3MYX, IIPeXKe YeM
IIPOH3UTh HE0O0, KaK MOJIHUS, U 00e3T/1aBUThL oduiiepa!

BresamHo 3aropenuch TpyObl, ¥ BHE3AMMHO Pa3faiuCh PEBYIINE COIMATH, 3aII0IHUBIINE BCIO OKPYTY,
KaK rpo3a. Ho mymsl ucxomgunu He OoT rpabsIIuX COIMAT, a OT APYTOro OTPOMHOTO X035IMHA apMUH,
KOTOPBIY TIOSIBUJICS BHE3aIlHO! ApMusi, KaK POM MypaBbeB, BEITEKAIOIIUX M3 THE3[a, HEMEJIEHHO
3aIMOJIHUIN BeCh ITeli3axkK, OKPYKAIIKUX MapOAepCTBYOIIKX COJIfaT UMIIEPaTOPCKOr0 ABOpa.
VcmyraBmmucs, Kak cTasg u30UTHIX co0aK, CONAaTH OBICTPO YN, IPUXPaMbIBasi XBOCTaMH,
CBUCAIOLIAMYU MEXKAY HOT.

"MUHYTOUKY, - Tepedpa3upoBan s, - 0OTKynAa nosiBuiack apMusi?" KpécTHast mpocTo ynbOHyIach.
"Torma s 1 caM He 3Hal. Ho mo3xke TBOU OTel] OTKPBLI HaM, YTO OH 3HAET Maruio, KOTopas I03BOJIsIeT
eMy IIpeBpaTHUTh 11000€e TpaBsiHOe JIe3BHe UK T10060e OepeBo BOKPYT ceOs B 061Uk conpgaTa”. A Tuxo
KuBHYJ. OTell 0671agaeT CTOJILKUMHU CUJIaMU U Maru4eCKUMH CITIOCOOHOCTSIMH, YTO Jaxe 71, Kak ero
CHIH, HE MOTY B IIOJIHOM Mepe IIOCTUYb UX. 41 CIIbIIIaa 0 Marku IIpeBpalleHus paCTeHUH B COMIAAT, HO
HUKOTHa He oxwupai, uTo OTell I03HAET TaKoe BOJIIEOCTBO.

Korpa conmpmaTe-Mapofeps! yuumi, MypoHr Xai ce3 ¢ KapeThl ¥ BCTAJI Ha KOJIEHH PSA0M C TPYIIOM
norubirero odpuiiepa. C yneioko oH mpobopmorTant: "JIydire, 4To0B KTO-TO Bpofe Tebs yiesn
HaBcerga'. OH yKa3aJl Ha TPYyI U TyT XkKe IIpeBpaTUJI ero B Memnesl, KOTOPHIM UCYe3 B IPOHECIINUCS
MHMO BeTep!

WHIMOEHT 3aCTaBUJI CECTEP I0-HACTOSIIEMY BOCXUTUTLCS MypoHT Xait. OHM 4acTO IOCeIan ero B
nemepe. OOHaXOBI CTApPIIas cecTpa MpUIlIa ee uCKaTh. OH OCTABHUII el YKa3aHHUsI, KOTOPEIE CTapIas
cecTpa mepefasa MaaeMy 6paTy ¥ MoIpoInanack ¢ Heil. OHa HonXkHa OblTa YTO-TO CHAEJIATh,
CKa3aja CTaplas CecTpa, ¥ OHa BEPHETCS TOJILKO Yepe3 HeKOTOPOe BpeMs.
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