TummHa.
MepTBag TULIVHA.

B sTor MoMmeHT nutio YkaH Tao nobeneno, a ero ¢purypa rnepecrana ObITh BEICOKOU. OH
IEeNCTBUTEILHO IT0X0XK Ha c1aboro y4eHoro.

To, 4TO OH TOBOPHUJI, OBIJIO TUXO U 0€3 TUPAHUM.

OmHaKO B 3TOT MOMEHT CHUJIbHEIE ITPUCYTCTBYIOIIKE, CUIIbHLIE B TEMHOTE U CUJIbHBIE, YCIIBIIIIABIINE
3T0, BCce 0e3 UCKIIIoUeHU OLUIXA Ha B3JIeTe U IaleHUH.

Hogerit BouH!

B03MO0XKHO, C 3TOr0 MOMeHTa [AeHCTBUTEILHO OSIBUTCS ellle ONUH HOBHEIM MacTep O0€BHIX UCKYCCTB.
W3HayvanpHO, B UX I'JIa3ax, BCEr0 HECKOJIbKO NECATUIIETAN, MOXKHO JIU CUUTATh ITO IIOXOU?

Omnoxa boros u J[[eMOHOB mpoliia yepe3 6eCcYnucIeHHbIe TOHL.

B 310Xy CeKT BOCXOOUIIYA UMIIEPATOPHL.

Onoxa YK5HbCUH... Kopons YK9HbTSIHb B OQUHOYKY OXBaThIBaeT TPU IlapCTBa!

CuHbBYy... YT0 Takoe CHHBBY?

Tam HeT HU CUJIbHBIX, HU BHYTpPeHHel nHGOpMalluy, HA PECYPCOB, HUUEro, TOMHKO T'PyIIa OOBIYHEIX
JIIOfIeH, TTOX0XKUX Ha Tpsg3Hble HOTH.

A Temneps, cpenu 3TUX MypaBbEB-KPOTOB, €CTh TaKue Jioau, Kak Yxan Tao!
C takumu nupepaMu CUHBBY MOXHO Ha3BaTh 3POU.

Hogou apoiu!

Ceropns Yxan Tao 3aHMMaeT MUAUPYIOMIYIO TO3ULIKIO.

Ilaxe cepas KOIlIKa He MOXKeT ero yaepXkarb.

OTH aHTHUKBapPHl 3HAIOT KOE-YTO O CEPOU KOIIKe. ITO He CIIy4alHOCTh.

Ho nupep CuHBBY, UMIIEPATOP 3TOT0 IIOKOJIEHUS, HET, BO3MOXKHO, yMecTHee Obl10 Obl Ha3BaTh €r0
KOpOJIEM JIIOfIed, HO OH IIOTPSIC BCEX.

Be3 cunmbHOTO YenioBeKa, yOrBalolnero uMiepaTopa, He 060U THUCS.

Ho 3Has, 4To BIlepenu Hejlerkasi 4opora, MBI BCe PaBHO [IOMKHbBI UATH CBOMM ITyTeM. B ria3ax Bcex
3TO MYTh K CMEPTH.

Ecnu Koposb He yObeT Taii'aHs ¥ IMIPOMIOIKUT MOAAEePKUBATh CBOIO HEHIHEIITHIOI 60eBYI0 MOIIb, TO
yepe3 HECKOJIbKO JIET OH CMOKeT II000POThLCS 3a Hero, YTo, BO3MOXKHO, He Tak yXk 6e3HagexKHO.

Ipemner!

Ecnu Yxan Tao pemuT BIACTh B CIISTUYKY, HUKTO He IOBEPUT, YTO OH 00JIaflaeT HEIHEITHEH CUJIOH,



HUKTO He OymeT ero 00SIThCSI, U HUKTO He OyIeT 0 HeEM CIIUIITKOM 0eCIIOKOUTHCS.
Kak u JIu Yxy, JIu YKy BeIOpal 3TOT IyTh.

YzkaH Tao BHIOpas COBEPIIEHHO APYTOM IyTh.

OH pemun CTOATH!

Korpa oH CTOUT, YeIOBEK CHJIEH.

KTo ocMenuTCst 3amyruBaTh U yOUBATH!

[TaxXe ecnu OH Bpar BCero Mupa, 4To?

ITaxe ecnu cuila CUIIBHO MTOOOPBaHa, YTO?

Kro mocMeeT youTh €ro ceitdac?

OH Bce elrje ob61agaeT CUJIOH BOHHEI!

C ero KpoBaBO# IIPUPOIOH, OH MOXKET OBITh B COCTOSTHMY YOUTH UMIIepaTOpPa B KOHIIe KOHIIOB. Jlaxke
€CJI1 OH He CMOXKET, HEKOTOPHIe JTIoau 6yIyT cepbe3HO PaHEHHI U MPOIYCTSAT CIEAyIolIe BeIuKue
IIepeMeHHI.

Bonpoc xenmuHb-uMIepatopa "CTOUAT ¥ OHO TOr0?" 3HAYUT CJIMIIKOM MHOTO.

CTOUT MM OTKA3BIBATHCS OT UMIIEPATOPCKOTO IIYTH, KOTOPHEIA MOXKET ObITh BHIUTPAH, YTOOH! 3aIIUTUTD
T'PYIIY KPOTOBHIX MypPaBLEBR?

CTOUT ¥ pafy IPYIIIE KPOTOBLHIX MypPaBhEB CUIBHO IIOTEPSITEH B CUJIe ¥ B OyOyIIeM He u36exkaTh
Oener?

[Tomumncs KpoBaBbIM AOXKIb.

Yepe3s THICSUYM JIET ITaj ellle OOUH UMIIEPaTop.

WmnepaTop TaliaHb, TOJIBKO YTO BHIIEOIINYI U3 TOPH], yIajl Ha MeCTe.
HexkoTopoe BpeMs mynnock 663MOIBHOE MOTYaHUE.

Xymoit cTapuK B3TIsIHYN Ha Ykau Tao u BApyr yiaeiOHYycs: "Laps By... Llaps mogei... UuTepecHo! 4
HepmoorieHun Te0st! TombKo 51 60JIbIle He CpaXkaroch ¢ TOOOM. 3a THICSYH JIET TH CTal BTOPLIM
CUJIBHEIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOro s IIPU3HAJ [10Cie TOro, Kak Mo nomnpocun meu!”.

3a THICSYH JIeT B 3TOM MUPeE TOIbKO Mo BaubiRsub 1 UxkaH Tao OblIM MPU3HAHEL IPEBHUM
MMIIePaTOPOM.

[TpusHaHMe CUIH], IPU3HaHKE CTaTyca, 0OJIbIIe He CMOTPAT CBHICOKA, O0JIbIIe He TOPASATC.
Takoii CuIbHBIN Y€JI0BEK 3aC/IyKMBaeT BHUMaHUA!

CkazaB 3To, Xy[oH cTapuk ynebHyncs u ckasan: "Ho... Koponb By, ecnu ®@an I[TuH npas, He pocu



med... Kopons By momymai mBaxkmbl! ITOT YelOBEK MOXKET OBITh He O0/iee HafgeKHBIM, YeM MbI".
OcTaBuB 3TO, CTAPUK BHIPBAJICS U UCYE3 B MTHOBEHUE OKa.

Kak TONbKO OH yIIes, JKeHIMHa-UMIIEPaTOp CIIOKOMHO cKa3asa: "Mbl Toxke 60peMcs 3a KU3HB!
Kusns! He npocute mMed... BO3MOXHO, 3TOT 4YeJIOBEK U HE CTPEMUTCS XUTh, HO KeJlaHUe YMepeTh
ropa3no cepbe3Hee. Koposb By, eCiiu BBl XOTUTE 3aIUTUTh MU, BO3MOXKHO, 3TOr'0 YeJIoBeKa CliefyeT
yo6uThb OoJibIrie Bcex! ITO TO, YTO 5T He X0uy roBoputh. Kopons By mogymaet 06 atom!"

3BYK yIIaJl, 1 XKEeHIMNHa-UMII€ePAaTOpP TUXO0 HUCYE3JIA.

I pyroi My4nHa, He TOBOPS HU CJI0BA, IIOCMOTPEJI Ha ynaBIIyio TallaHb, CKOpee YIROHYICS, Y4eM
yIEIOHYTICS, U3Mall 6eCCMBICTIEHHEIN CMeX U YIIIell.

®aH I1uH, 53TO IpUHALJIEXUT Lapio By.

Ona nprHaAQJIeXUT CUJIBHOMY Y€JIOBEKY MsCHUKaA!
OHa IpUHAMNIEeXUT CUJIBHOMY 4eJI0BEKY, KOTOPHIY 60pOoJICS [0 KOHIIA.

Yro Kacaetcs Toro, ctout nu ®an [Tuny He npocuTsh 1[3gHs, Yxkan Tao momyman mpo cebs. Ecnu Tak,
TO craceHue ®aH [TvHa MOXET 0Ka3aThCS He OYeHb XOPOIIUM AeJIOM.

Jltony yXOmWUIKM OOVH 3a IPYTUM. 3IeCh OCTaBaJIOCh JIUIIL HECKOJIBKO KOPOJIEH XKU3HMU.
HacTosumuit Koposib ¥ CUIbHBINA B TEMHOTE, HEKOTOPHIE JIIOX yKe Hadalld YXOTUTh.
OmHaKO HOBOCTH O TIOBPEXKIEHUU CHUIIHI KOPOJs By CKOpO pacmpoCcTpaHsITCS.

XoTs ceromHsi OH yOu BEJTMKOTO UMIIepaTopa, ero cuia OymeT nmoBpexkaeHa. f 6010Ck, YTO fgasblile
OymyT Kakue-TO mpo6aeMbl, HO OHUM He 6yayT cauinkoM OonbinuMu. CKOpee BCET0, HUKTO He 3aX04eT
CpaxkaThCs C HUM [0 OOJBIINX ITepeMeH".

Ykan Tao, B 3TO BpeMsi, MOKHO IIOYTH CPAaBHUTD C TEM, Kak [IpakoH cTaHOBUTCS HebGecHBIM
HmnepaTopoM, uyel XKU3HEHHBIN Tpenes IpubimnKaeTcs.

XO0Tst B 3TO BpeMst OBII TOJIBKO OJMH KOPOJIb XKU3HHU, OH He CIUIIKOM Oecrokouscs. [TocMoTpeB Ha
YkaH Tao, KOpONb XKU3HU BOPYT C YILIOKOM cKa3amn: "HeT, eciu MbI ¢ TOOOHM 0gHAXKOE 00BEeIUHUM
PYKH, KaK Hac4eT TOTO, YTOOBI HAlll KOPOJIb IIOMOT Te0e BOCCTAHOBUTH CHUJIHI?".

UxkaH Tao crmabo ckazan: "CoeguHuTh pyKu? THL... He o0lafaels fOCTaTOYHOM KBanudukalmei!"

Koponw xku3HU yneOHYICS U cKa3am: "Bo3moxkHo! Ho HeyxKemnu Thl OyMaells, 9YTO OBa KOPOs OyayT
HamagaTh TONMbKO Ha [lIsubny? Tel omubaembcesi! Koponk By, mBa KOposis cCunbHee U pacyeTInBee,
YeM THI JyMaels!

Koponp Temeps 3HaI HEKOTOPHIE TJIaBHBIE CEKPETHI AII0XU MMIlepaTopa JeMOHOB. B mpoiioM B
TIOTPaHUYHOM 00/1acTH pa3pasunach BorHa. OcTaBIIrecs 3JI0[eH UMIlepaTopa IEMOHOB, TaKue Kak
BTOPOY KOPOJIb, CTAJIX BCEOOLIMMY BparaMu, HO Ipyrue OblIu yOUTH U TS2KeJ0 paHeHsl. BTopoi
KOPOJIb 3aCHYJI. BEI IeHCTBUTEIBPHO HE JyMaeTe, 4YTO 9TO coBnafgeHue? "

UxaH Tao 3amomyarll.



KOpOHL YHLIﬁHy'J'ICH nu COGp&HCﬂ YXOOUTE. 3aTeM ero U0 U3MEHUIIOCh, ¥ OH BHE3aITHO IIOCMOTPEII Ha
KOxHEbIE MEBATH PETUOHOB.

YxaH Tao mo 3Toro GBI CIIOKOEH. B 9T0 BpeMsi ero U0 Clerka U3MeHHIIOCh, a YTOJIKK PTa
[EePHYJTUCH.

Tol... OTIu4HO!

Bywm!

PeB moTpsic HebO!

B 3TOT meHb 10KHBIE [IEBSATh PETMOHOB OBLIM TIOJTHBL KATAaCTPOG ¥ KpPOBaBOro moxkAsi. KopomeBckuit
ropox 0wl pa3bomOneH!

Bckope nocre nagenus uMmmnepatopa Taii'aHs KoposeBckuy ropon B3opBacs!

YxaH Tao Ha MTHOBEHHUE He 3HaJI, YTO CKa3aThk... ECTh K KTO-TO ellle, KpoMme ®aH [IrHa, KTO 3TO
coemnan?

Korpa manp4yuk oTmpaBuics B ropop L3ioiio?

On porapancs, uto ®aH [TuH BOCIIONB30BAJICS TEM, UTO Geras mo ropoay U AyMaJsl, YTO BEPHYJICS.
HeoxXugaHHO 3TOT IapeHb CHOBA OTIIPABUIICS BEPUIUTE OOJIbINMe meal

YxkaH Tao ropeKO yCMeXxHyJICA B aylre. Bce moutu B nopsamke!
HeyxXenu BH fiyMaeTe, YTO JIIOOU HETIOOEOUMEI?

[IprymuHa, IO KOTOPOH JTIOAY GOSITCS CUIIBHBIX MUPA CET0, 3aKII0YaeTCs B TOM, YTO KaXKIbIH
IeMOHCTPUPYET 03y, UYTO He yMpeT u OyIeT cpaXkaThCs ¢ ToOOM 10 KOHIIa B 1I000€ BpeMs, YTo
3acTaBisieT O0STHCS BCE CTOPOHHL.

OTU cTapble aHTHKBapUaThl JOPOXKAT CBOEU XKU3HBI.
U 110 3Ty CTOpPOHY IIellepHl TOXe.

K coxanenuio, xK13Hb OCHOBaHa Ha HacToseM BpeMeHU. Korjga HacTymaeT xaoc, 3T JIIOOU MOTYT
KyJIbTUBUPOBATH [I0 TAKOTO YPOBHS, ¥ OHU HE 0UEHB-TO O0ATCS cMepTH. B To BpeMsi, s 600Ch, YTO BCe
OHU OyIyT MEPTBEIM TOBAPOM.

Bonee TOro, CITUIIKOM XKECTKOe TPUHYXKAECHNE CHeNIaeT YeIoBeKa 00beKTOM 06IIeCTBEHHOM KPUTUKH.

"XBaturt... [Jaxke ecnu Bel B30pBeTe KOpOJIeBCKU TOPOS, BBl YHUYTOXKUTE OEBATH I0KHBIX PETHOHOB
ceropHs. Torga neiepHble cunayy He OyIyT cpaxkaThcsd ¢ TOOOM 0 KOHIA..."

YxkaH Tao gymain B cBoeM cepille, He U3faBas HU 3ByKa, Kak Oy[ATO eMy OBIJIO BCE PaBHO.

Koponb XKU3HM TOCMOTPEN Ha HEro, Ha ero JIulle MOosSBUI0Ch Oe3pa3nuyne, OH 3aMoJT4al U IIPOpPBaIcs
CKBO3b BO3MYX.

B MrHoBeHMe OKa OH IpUKa3aJjl KOPOJIo MTPeonoJieTh THICIYU MHUJIb, CXBATHUJI IBYX YEJIOBEK B CBOU
PYKH, TpOpBajICsa CKBO3b BO3MYX M OTIIPABUJICA IPsMO K rope FOxaii. 3meck ero 00sbile HUYETo He



BOJIHOBAJIO.
YxkaH Tao ocrasncs taMm, rae OblI, ¥ He 3a00THIICS O fenax 30eCh.
B3opBaThk KOPOJIEBCKUM TOPO, OOIBIION UITK MaJIeHbKUH.

Ou 3mech. OH TONIBKO YTO 3ape3asl uMIeparopa. Temneps Bce O0SITCS, U B 3TOM fiesie He OymeT
y4acTBOBaTh HACTOSLIUAN KOPOJIb.

Bnacte Ty [y MOXKeT IPoepKaThCs HEKOTOPOE BpeM4.

YxkaH Tao He mo3aboTuncs o ®au [Tune. ITocMoTpeB Ha 'y KOUII3EI, OH yIBIOHYJICS U CKa3at:
"Crmacu00 3a IIOMOIIbL ceromusa".

"He 3a uT0".

['yn FOu13sl He u3MeHuUsCS B nulle. HUKTO He 3HaeT, YTO OH JyMaeT B CBOEM CepALie.

YxaH B35 Ha ce0s CMeIOoCTh CIIPOCUTh: "['OCTionyH, Bh BuOenu Mo BoHBI3SHS B MMOCIIeNHUE TOOBI?".
"Huxkorpga."
"UskaH CHOBa CIIPOCHII. B mpoIrioM, jeMoOHHYeCcKoe pacTeHue ObIJI0 JaHO CTapeuIImHON?"

['yHBIOUI3EI 3ayMaJiCs Ha MTHOBEHNE U Me[lJIEHHO CKa3asl: "[leMOHMYEeCKOe pacTeHue MPUIIIO0 U3
MOTHUJIBI UMIIEPATOpa. ITO OBIIO COBIAfeHUE U TBOS CyAbOa. ITO He MOAapoK OT MeHs".

"B mo6oM crydae, YxkaH Tao Bce ellfe Xo4eT 1mobmarogapuTh CBOUX MPeIeCTBEHHUKOB 3a
noanepxkKy. Ecnu 651 He OBIJIO JEMOHWYECKOT0 pacTeHUs, TO cerofHs He Obio Obl YxkaH Tao. ITo 1
€CTh MUJIOCTh MOAJEPKKU".

YxkaH Tao crmerka noknouuscs, Ho I'ya FOui3e nsbexan 3Toro.
"Ecnu TH He MOXKeIllb IT03BOJIUTh cebe OLITH KOpojieM By, To 1 He HYKHO".
EMy MoxeT noknoHATbCSA YxkaH Tao, HO He KOPOJib, U He CUJIbHBIN MSICHUK.

"9T0 ogUH U3 HUX. BO-BTOPBIX, CTapel B IPOILIILie TOAbL 10CIIal Ljapsi BOVHEL U3 TOPHL, U Llapb BOMHEL
oxpaHs yemoBeuecTtBo 300 ymeT. ITO BenmuKas moOpora yenopedecTBa". YxkaH mobiarogapui cTapia
3a nmomouib!".

YxkaH Tao cHoBa KiaHsieTcs, a ['yn FOiin3sl cHoBa u3beraet ero.

"KpomMme Toro, cerogus crapel crnacaeT ®aH [IuHa. ®an [1vH - caMas BEIAAIOIIASACSA TOPHOCTh
yenoBeyecTBa. OH TOJIBKO YTO IIPEJJIOKUI IIOMOIIb [JIs HadeXkKabl Ha Oynylee. TO TPEThs
MUJIOCTB!"

UxxaH Tao cHOBa IIOKJIOHUJICS.
Tpu pa3a!

Tpu pa3a, CEHIH MYKCKOTO Iiepa [0oIXKeH u3beraTh OTCTYIIJIEHNUS.



B aToT MOMeHT YKaH BaH CTOSAI B CTOPOHE ¥ HUUETO HE TOBOPHUII.

Bups, uto I'ya FOu3e Tpuxknabl n3beraet ero, Ykan Tao ¢ ynbiOKoW cKa3amn: "YzKaH TPUK/ILL
BCIIOMHMI 0 mo6poTe! X0Ts nionu cinabbl, OHU 3HAIOT, YTO H0OPOTa KaIlJix BOMHI IOJIKHA OBIThH
BO3HarpaxjeHa OypisIIuM UCTOYHUKOM!

XOTSI HOBBIM 4eJIOBEK 00EBBIX HUCKYCCTB - IbsIBOJI, OH HE ObsABOIJI.

Boesrie NCKYCCTBA HAIIIETO ITOKOJIEHN, 6yJII:>Te CYaCTJINBEI 6J'Ial"OI[apHOCTb]EO 1 MecThio. Ecnu Y BaC
€CTb 1106p0Ta, BEI 6y11eTe BO3HAr'PAaKIOEHEI. Ecnu BB MCTHTE, BEHI GYJIGTG BOSH&Fp&)KJIGHBI!

YkaH cerogHs BEICOKOMEDEH. OT uUMeHH HOBOTO BOMHA OH HOOGGH.I&H, 4YTO B IIPOIIJIOM OH IIOIIJIET
CUJIBHBIX M3 T'OPHI, YTOOBI 3AIMATUTh UMIIEPATOPA, 3€MJII0 YEJIOBEUYECKUX I'DAHHUII. Hogeriit BonH
OTIIJIATUT €MY 3HAaKOM KU3HU!

Crapumii momor YkaHy OIMH pa3, TPH MUJIOCTH, HOBHIM 00€BOM 4eJI0BEK COOOILIUT C ABYMS
KU3HAMHU, ¥ YKaH TOXKE OTIIIATUT MUIOCThHIO! "

Ukan Tao ckasai 3TO 4eTKO U SICHO.

He B xapakTepe YxkaH Tao OBITh TAKUM MHUJIOCTUBLIM U IIPSIMOTAHENHEIM.

Ho B aT0T pa3 Yxkan Tao melCTBUTENIBHO CKa3ajl BCE OUYeHb YETKO.

C ogHOM cTOpPOHHI, MU0 YxaH BaHa Ha HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs U3MEHHUJIOCh, OH IIOCMOTPEN Ha ['yH
HO1uss 1 BOPyT B3MOXHYIL.

Ia, na!

HeHaBucTh €CTh HEHABUCTH!

Bort uTo umeeT B Buny Yxan Tao!
4 TOMHIO MUJIOCTDb U MECTb.

Tpu xku3um, Yxkax Tao comen ¢ yma. X0TS OH U He CKa3aJl 3TOr0, HO CMBICH ero NoHATeH. CUHBBY
yesoBeK, Pao ryHby13El He yOuBa ero Tpu pasa!

[Tocyne Tpex pa3 HACTyIaeT MeCTh!
OTO OTHOCHUTCS ¥ K IPYTUM T'PaHUIIAM.

YxkaH Tao He ITOMHUT J1I000Bb 9TUX UMITePaTOPOB. OH MMOMHUT JTI000Bb BEPXYIIKHM TOPOA-3BE3MHI.
Ilaxxe IpenkoB ceMbU AH OH TOXKE 3amuca.

[ToToMy 4YTO 3TH JIIOOU OXPaHSJIU 4esioBeuecTBO B TeueHue 300 ner.
Be3 HuxX, MOXKeT ObITh, €CTh APYTHE, MOXKET OBITh, KOPOJIb TOPOA BCe ellle TaM.

Ho Bce aTo runotetnyecku. YKaH Tao 3HAET TOIBKO TO, YTO CETOmHS eCTh B Kutae, n 13 ropogos-
3Be3[1 BHECIIn OO0JIBITION BKJIan.

Hampotus, nuiio ['yHBIOMNI3E OBIIO CII0KHBIM U 00/bIle He ObII0 6e3pa3uyHbIM.



Ionroe BpeMs OH B3Obixas: "B mporioM, 6010Ch, HUKTO He AyMal, YTo 60eBbkle UCKYCCTBa Ha 3eMJIe
OymyT ceromusi! MMmepaTophl pacCYMUTHIBAIN, UMIIEPATOPH PACCUUTHIBAJIM, U JKUBBIE CYIIIECTBA, HO
OHM He YUYMUTHIBA/IX 00eBbIe MCKYCCTBA Ha 3eMiie... Ha camoMm fere, Bce 3TO OBIIO IIPOCTO
COBIIafmeHueM".

HukTO HUKOT{Ia HE PacCUUTHIBaI 60eBble MCKYCCTBA MUpa JItonei!
[Toromy 4T0... OHM MypaBbu!

YTo KacaeTcs TOro, YTOOH! OBITh 3aMENIaHHHIM U UCTPEOJIEHHEIM, 9TO KHU3Hb MYPaBbeB-KPOTOB.
CunbHble He OymyT 00JIbIlle CMOTPETD.

HuKTO He 0xKufas, 4YTo MUP JIIOAEeHN Telmepb MOXKET CTaTh CUIOH!
YTo KacaeTcs KOPOJIs FOpofa, TO OH He SIBIISIETCS CUIbHBIM YeJIOBEKOM B 3TOM MHUpE.

Ha BEpPIIIHHE Iropoaa UK5HBCHH TeX, Y KOT'0 €CThb IIaMATh, HE CUUTAIOT, a T€X, Y KOT'O HET ITaMATH,
MOTYT IIOCHUHUTATE.

Y stux nmopei HeT pacyeTa. Ha maHHBIN MOMEHT OHU MOJIHOCTBHIO TPEBPATUIIUCD B MIOAEH.
BoarnaBnseMsiii KoposieM By U IOMONMHSIEMBI HECKOJIBKMMU BRICIIUMY JIUOEPAMU, MU JTtofed ciab,

HO ero HeJb3s HemooIleHnBaTh. Cpeau BCeX CTOPOH OH CTaJl CTOPOHOM, KOTOPYIO HeNlb3s
UTHOPHPOBATh.

"UxxaH 3HaeT".

ckasan Yxan Tao ¢ yneiOKoH, "HaMepeHHO UM HeHaMepeHHO. Ho Munnuapas! JKu3Hew - 9T0 He
MasioBaxHo. [ToaTomy Hapon CuHbBY OymeT O0POTHCS 10 KOHIA U [0 MOJHOTO UCYe3HOBeHUsA! MHI He
JKeJlaeM, I09TOMY y Hac eCTb CUHBBY!

Hamu TaHBI350 MOSBUINCH ONUH 3a OPYTUM, U CTapeuInnHa BULell 3To!

MHe Bce paBHO, KEM OHHU OBIIM B IPOIIIOM. $1 3HAI0 TOJIBKO, YTO CETONHS OHM - 3TO OHHU, HOBBLIE
MacTepa 00eBBIX UCKYCCTB, ¥ HOBEIe MacTepa 60eBhIX UCKYCCTB, KOTOPHIMHU 1, YkaH Tao, ropxych! "

"CunsbBy... YxkaH Tao..."

B aToT MmoMeHT npoiuenTtas ['OHTI03H.

4 3amnucarn sTo!

3amuiy 310Xy, KOTopas IpHHAOIeXUT Tebe, U 910Xy, KOTopas IPUHAAJIEKUT HOBOMY BOUHY.
B aToT MoMeHT MO ITOIIpOCHUI Me4, IPOMEIbKHYBIINY B MOEM CO3HAHUH.

U Yxan Tao mocTeneHHO HaKJIaABBAIOTCS APYT Ha APyra, HO B OOHO MTHOBEHME Pa3helsioTCs.

B 3TOT MOMEHT 'yHBIOMI3EI BOPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO... €T0 YUEHHK, KOTOPHIM OH TOPAUJICS BCIO
JKU3Hb, MOXKET NeWCTBUTEILHO YCTynaTh YkaH Tao, HO He CHJIOHN, @ YeM-TO OPYTHUM.

HuKTO He TOBOPHUII, YTO 3pa CEKT IPUHANIEeKUT Mo BoaHbI3SAHIO!



axe ecrmu OH yOUI MHOTHX BEJTMKUX UMIIEPaTOPOB!

HukTo He roBOpUI, 4TO0 M0 BaHbI351Hb CI0COOEH ITPEACTABIIATD 310Xy, IOTOMY YTO V HETO
IEeNCTBUTEILHO HET TaKOM KBanu(pUKalWu.

CHIBHBIY - 9TO elle He BCe.
Uxan Tao kBanuGUIUPOBaH, Haxe eclid OH Tak cjab B JaHHBLIM MOMEHT.
[axe CHHBBY BCe ellle HeJOCTaTOYHO CUJIEH.

Yxan Tao YJ'IBI6HYJ'IC5I 1 3aMojdan. OoHUM OBMKEHHEM OEeCSATKHU MIaBaloIMuX Tell MOHCTPOB YIIaJIk B
€r0 PDYKU 1 CYE3JIM B MTHOBEHHUE OKad.

YzxkaH Tao choemnan 9To oueHb ecTeCcTBeHHO. OH YIIBIOHYIICS U UCYe3.

['oHT1031 B 9TOT MOMEHT He UCIBITHIBA IIPE3PEHUS, TOJILKO HEBBIPA3UMBIHN BKYC.

Tesa rpynmnsl MOHCTPOB 8 unu 9 Kiacca.

Iepeq ero ria3aMy, OH He CTall CMOTPETH JlaIbIIle.

TonbKO 4TO Ha 1oJie OBIJIO TAaK MHOTO CHJIBHBIX JIfofei. [lake Xymo# CTapuK, 3TH EMOHUYECKHE
ceMbH OBINM TIOJ €T0 KOMaHIOBaHUEM, U OH He CMOTPETT Ha HUX OOJIbIIIE.

CunbHBIY YeJloBeK, TONhKO YTO YOUBIINY BEIMKOT0 UMIlIepaTopa, Obl mogo0eH 06bIBaTEIbCKOMY
ToproBiy. Korga oH yxonun, oH 3abpai Bce 3To.

MenoyHBIN?

HET

CB06GOIHO U JTerKo!

"Kako# Koposb 60eBEIX UCKYCCTB, KaKKe HOBEIe 00eBhIE MCKyCCTBa!"

['yHBIOWLI3H BOPYT paccMesiica U uc4de3 B Mope Taby, HO TyT pa3fajcs Tojoc:

"LI3siH TAHBMUH, CETONHS S U3TOHSI0 Te0s ¢ Tophl LI3kirait! ¥ Te0s HET HU MaMATH, HU YHUKAJIbHBIX
HaBBLIKOB I'OPHI 3UTai, ¥ Tl He BMsgenbcst 4neHoM ['opHbix Bpat 3uraii! Twl - MacTep 60€BHIX
UCKYCCTB B 3TOM Mupe. C 3Toro MmoMmeHTa y Te0s 6ymeT cBost cymbOa!"

Koponw BoliHE He cTasn pyraTh B 3TOT MOMeHT. Ero B3rJisap OblT CJI0KHBIM U TOBOPUIL: "f - MacTep
60eBBIX UCKYCCTB B Mupe. Tkl - muaep cekTrl, ['yH FO3u. Korga Mbl BCTpETUMCS Ha CIIEOYIOMIUN NEHb,
L1351 HE OymeT MuIocTuB!".

"Xaxaxa, Tak Oymert myutme!"

C atumu cnoBamu ['yH KO3u monmHOCTRIO Mcye3 B OecKpaliHeM Mope. HUKTO He 3HaeT, KyAa OH
OTIIPABUJICS.

BoenHbIi KOPOJIb ITOCTOAJI TaM MI'HOBEHHE, d 3aTEM NCYE3 B MTHOBEHHUE OKa.

Cel"OJIHH CJIMIIIKOM MHOTI'O TaliH OLIIO PaCKpEITO.



Cel"OJIHH CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO ITPUYXH 1 CJ'IeJICTBI/II;I OBIIIO HapyHaieHo.

Ceropus mopu CuHBBY 0(GMLIMAILHO BOIIN B II0JIe 3peHUS BCeX CTOPOH. C Tex mop ioau CHHBBY
Oonbille He IBASIOTCS MypPaBbsiMU, KOTOPBIX IPUIOTUI KOPOIb YK9HBTSAHB. Y HUX €CTh Muaep, YxKaH
Tao, koporns Y.

I/IMHepCKaH BOIfHa TMIOOXOOHUT K KOHITY.

[TpuuuHa, 10 KOTOPOH OHA CKOPO 3aKOHYHUTCS, 3aK/II0YAETCS B TOM, YTO Cepasi KOIIKa elle He
3aKOHYMIIACh.

Ho ckopo.

[Iy# [Iy# cOpocun mecsaTKU THICSY KUJIOIPaMMOB IIJIOTU U KPOBU U 6exai. MMnepartop [JpakoHOB
XOTeJI ITpeciiefloBaTh U yOUBaTh, a CEPEIA KOT KpHyas, YTOOH OH OCTAHOBUJICS.

[To cnoBam KoTa KaHra: "Henb3st yOuBaTh, CKOT HY?KHO KOPMHUTb MSCOM...".
Henb3s yOuBaTh CKOT!
Ha 3Ty KOpoBy JOJITO CMOTpEIHN.

Bormbimast cofaka JaBHO MOBOPHJIA, YTO XOUET OCTaBUTh cebe eny. K coxkaneHuto, B TO BpeMs y
KOPOBHI OBIIT X0351H, a OOJIbINON 1Tec He OBIT IPOTUBHUKOM. [109TOMY eMy IIPUIIIOCH CHavasa
Ha0IomaTh ¥ XKAaTh OyIyLIEro.

Teneps, Korma 60bII0M coOaKK OOJIBIIE HET, CEPHIN KOT CUMTAET, UYTO HYKHO IIPUAEePKUBATHCS
IIJIaHa BRIPAIIMBAHUS OOJIBIION COOAKH.

CKOT pOoXMIaeT TeJsAT, TelsATa POXKIAIOT TEJSIT, a HeTH U BHYKH - 0eCKOHeYHOe MHOXKECTBO. B
OymyIieM BBl 4aCTO CMOXKETe eCTh TOBSIOUHY.

Ecnu Bopa y#meT, 60sbiasi BOpoHa 6yaeT HecyacTHa.

Ceprlil KOT IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MSICO BOPOHA Ha BKYC He 0O4eHb. KpoMe TOro, gpyras CTOpOHa 3aHssa
€ro MecCTO [ peIfanKy 1 usgeBanachk Haf HUM. OH ObUT 04eHb 3071 ¥ nonpocun ['ya Xyan LI3st
IIPOMOJIXKATh ero OUTh.

Bce IIepbd BOPOHA OIIAJIN. Bups, 9to BOPOHA YMHDPAET, CeprfI KOT 3aKpH4all, YTOOBI OHA
OCTaHOBHJIACE.

VimmepaTops! [IpakoHa Bce elrle HeMHOT0 XyKe. BOpoH Toxe UMIIepaTOPCKOT0 YPOBHS C IOJTHON
cumoii. Eciu TH mefiCTBUTENIBHO XOUelllh CPaXkKaThCs M30 BCEX CHJI, Thl HE CMOXKEIIb OTCTYIIUTb.

Bopow y6exan. Bckope nocne yxona Yxas Tao BoiiHa UMIEPATOPOB 3a €4y MONOIIIA K KOHITY.

Ha camoM fefie, HECKOJIBKO UeJIOBEK He XOTEJIH [IPeciiefoBaTh U youBaTh BopoHa. I'yH XyaH LI3b1 ObLn
0eCIUIOTeH U CMOTpPEJ BAasib. ITO OBIIIO MECTO, THe TOJIBKO YTO ynan TaliaHs.

[TocmoTpeB Ha Hero HeKOTOpPOe BpeMs, ['yH XyaH 1135l B3goxHyn: "YxkaH Tao, CHHBBY! ITOT YyenoBeK
HECKOJIbKO [HeH Ha3a[ ITPOXOAuSl MUMO rophl KyokaH. f 3Has, 4TO 3TOT Yel0BeK HeOOLIKHOBEHHEIH ! "



“EpyHﬂa' n

B 3T0 BpeMs rpy3HBIN CTapUK M3 3alIPETHOM 30HBI PaCCMESJICS U CKa3an: "IT0 HeOOBIYHO - OBITh
criocoOHBIM yOuTH MMIepaTopa! batixal, Tl Myap. Eciu TH CIIpOBOIMPYEIh 3TOTO YeI0BeEKa, S
OyMalo, YTO THI 1aJl HEKOTOpOe BpeMs Hazapn!".

Torga cTapuk 3acMmessicsl u cka3am: "He o6si3aTenbHo. MmepaTop 3meck. TBOS XKU3Hb IpeKpacHa, 1
THL MOXKeEIlb He yMupaTh!".

B npomnoMm Llan Kot 1 Mo BaHbI3SHE TOAPYKUIKACE, U YKaH BaH ToxKe.
Mecto ay1s1 HOUsera - He ropa Ll3wiraii, a ropa Kyokas!

Ceprlil KOT CKa3al, YTO 3TO A7 edbl, TaK YTO 3TO HE COBCEM €CTECTBEHHO.
CornacHo CUTyallud Ha TOT MOMEHT, OH JOJIKeH OBIJI OCTAThCS B IIUTaMIIIaHe.

Ho komka Kan ornpaBunach Ha ropy Kyokasn. CTapuk mo4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO Gnaromaps aTomy I'yH
XyaH L35I He TaxK JIETKO YMePEeTk.

B 3TOT MOMEHT MMIIepaTOpP APaKOHOB TOXKE YMEHBIINI CBOE TEJI0 U BHE3aITHO IIPEBPaTHUIICS B
yenoBeka. OH Takxke ObUI 0YeHb BRICOKMM. OH yIBIOHYIICS, Tpou3Hecs: "ITo npaBna. Komka Kan
Haxogutcs B CeBepHOM Mope.

YMepeTs He Tak-TO IPOCTO, HO KoTa llanra yxe HeT... Xa-Xa, TPYAHO CKa3aTh!"
Cepblit KOT MOPTHYJI OOJIBIIIMMY T'JTa3aMM, KaKON-TO HEBUHHEBIN, 3a4eM IT'OBOPUThL MHE.
9TOT KOT He mepeTrcs. UMmepaTop-MaHeKeH xoueT youTth ['yH XyaHa. EMy Bce paBHO.

Korpa nprHecnu roBIguHy, CEPHIM KOT HE 3aX0TeJI OONT0 3afepxkuBaThcsa. OH MpOogoiIXKal CKakaTh
Ha XUTpelle, IoXJI0NnbIBal ee ¥ ropopuit: "['yvH Xyas L35I, UMIIepaTop OPakKOHOB, KTO, KOT yIIEe?
Xouelb IT0eCTh TOBANUHE? [JaTh TeOe HeMHOT0?"

['OBOPUT LIEHT, HO CMEIC/Ia B 9TOM COBCEM HET.
HmnepaTop [IpakoHOB paccMesics!

CTapuk He MOT HU CMesITbCS, HU IJlaKaTh, €r0 He BOJIHOBAJI BOIpocC "KT0". OH OTKPBIUI POT U CKa3a:
"Mmnepatop KaH, MHe mydiiie mocnath apTedakT B MOell pyKe Kak MOXKHO manbliine! Celdac Bce, Kak
U IIpexpe, CXoOAT ¢ yma!

Y 1e0s1 MHOTO apTedakToB. UMnepaTop Heba yman. HeckombKo UMIIEPATOPOB, KOTOPEIE IPYKUIIU C
TO0OM, MEPTBLL U UCKaJIEYEHHI.

Temepp MUIIL HEMHOTHE U3 HAC CIIOCOOHHKI CpazkaThCs.
PamnbIre, Korfa 3By4asiu TOHTH, COOMPAJIUCh CUNIbHEIE... Tenepsk... "

CTapuk HEMHOTI'0 OTleYasuiIcs U CKa3as: "['OHru 3BydaT 1o BceMy HeOy, a MPHUIIIH TOJTBKO MbI! MBI
CTapUKM U UHBAMU[EL, U MBEl HE MOXKEM 3allUTUTh Bac... Umnepartop LlaH, 6yabTe 0CTOpOXKHEE.
Botoch, 4TO ceryac He TaK MHOTO JIIOfe, CIIOCOOHBIX 3aCTaBUTh Te0s 3agyMaThCs".

Kak TombpKO mpo3Bydarso 310 3aMedaHue, 1 Umnepartop [pakos, u ['yH Xyan L35l 3aMos4anu.



OHU yXKe CTapUK{ U UHBAJIUMALI, He TaK XOPOIIY, KaK paHblIe!
[Tocne nageHus HeOec uMIepaTop HeOeC MOKPHIT CEPYIO KOIIKY.

Bckope 1nocie cMepTy UMIepaTopa BelIUKHe UMIIepaTOPHl BCeX apTUl BCe ellle IpebhiBanu B
cnsameM coctosaun. Kaur Kot Hamen ropy Kyokan u Mmed Moy3sH, 1 MHOTY€e CUJIbHBIE JIIOAU OBLIN
elle XUBHL.

Ho B mepBoii MUPOBOI BOIHE Ha 1oJjie 0051 KOPOJIS HEKOTOPHIE U3 CUJIbHBIX JTI0fIel, KOTOpPhIe
noppyxunuck ¢ Kau Mao, Toxke morubu.

Ternepb TONBKO TPU CUIbHBIX YeJIOBEKa CHOBA BHIXOOAT U3 TOPHI.

[ pyrue mOKUPOBAHEI, HO 3THU JIIOOY [1€Ya/IbHEL.

Camniii cTapeii MMnepaTtop [IpakOHOB maxke OMJIaKMBal, YTO OH HUKOTTIa HE BEPHETCS K
TrpaHOU03HOMY COOBITHIO OCafbl ©MIiepaTopa HebecHoro L3umao!

WmnepaTop Hebec!

B mpotikie TOAB COTHU BETUKUX UMIIEPATOPOB COOUpaNCh BMECTe, KakK TOJIbKO 3By4asiy roHru. OHu
He ObUIM HeoOy3maHHBIMU. TUpaH, 3TO MOXKeT OBITH U BOMHA!

KoneuHo, mecenTukoH IIOTOMY U TaKOH pa3r030pq1/113511?1, 9TO He CTaHeT y'GI/IBaTB HX, JaxKe eCJIk ero
CEPLE3HO PAHMAT.

Ho ceropss... BoeBoii Tupan?
Hemnemno!

VM Obl710 TPYCTHO, HO CEPOTro KOTa 3TO He BonHOBano. KoT yneiOHYysCcS U cKa3an: "Bce B mopsigke! A
IIPOCTO OCTABJII0 CBOIO YOOYKY. BCce ocTanbHOE S MOTY OOOMKUTH OPYTUM, HO... KoT He Goutcs!"

Cepas KoOIIKa BUIbHYJIA CBOUM OOIBIINM XBOCTOM U C JOBOJIBHOM YIEIOKOU CKa3ana: "Moi KOT CHOBa
BCTPETUJI MHOTO-MHOT'O BIIUATENIbHEIX JIIONEH, aX, ¥ HallleJl IOTOMCTBO OO0JIbIIoN cobaky, MaleHbKOM
cobaku!".

Cephlit KOT, HECKOJIBKO TIOaBJIeHHBIN, CKa3an: "HO co0aka CIUIIKOM ciaba!".
3aTeM OOJIBIIION XBOCT Ha4asl XUTPO OUTH.

['yuxxyaHb L1351 ObLT OmIeioMyeH U nocMoTpen Ha CaH Csausa. Heyxenu 570... [IoTOMOK uMnepaTtopa
Heba?

Her!
HeyxXenu cepriil KOT IpU3HAET CBOIO OMIHUOKY?

ViMmepaTop OpakKoOHOB TOXKe CTpPaHHO ckalas: "[loromku Hebecnoro MmnepaTtopa? Kak oHU MOTYT
OBITH TAKUMHU CTaOBIMM?"

XUTPHIY 3apHUI TOJIOBY B MOpe, citabbli msaas!



Kopornsb geBsiTu creneneii!
YTo 3a cnabocTs!
Ben Banr emie pe6eHok. OH 04eHb CUIbHBIHM, XOPOIIIO.

HmmnepaTop [IpakoHOB HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Habimoman 1 00JIbie HUYero He ckasaj. [I0TOMKH,
BEPOSITHO, He YUCTOKPOBHEIE. BOIOCH, 1 He 3HAI0, CKOJIBKO OKONIeHu!. Eciu 9T0 psiMble IOTOMKH, TO
CTOUT 00paATUTh HA 9TO BHUMaHUE.

HeckonbKo 4eI0BeK CHOBA OTJISIAENUCE U CJIeTKa HaXMyPUIIUCh. ITO OBIIO CIIUIIKOM c1abo!
CnuimkoMm cnabbM, YTOOB OHM MOTJIH UCITYCTUTD AYX U YMEPETh.

"Umnepatop Kas, 3T0..."

"O, kucTb!"

Cepas KoIlIKa eCTeCTBEHHO CcKa3asa: "[IBopel Kourku OymeT nmoctpoeH. Korga oH OyOeT OCTPOeH,
OHa CTaHEeT reHepasioM Kolllaybey LIePCTH Kolllauybero gsopual”

"Karenp!"

Heckomnbko 4enoBek cierka KallIsiHYId, U UX Julla OblIM ofaBiaeHbl. Kak 30ByT KOIIKY C
pacyeckou?

Korga mrogu YBHUOEIIHA, YTO CePad KOIIKa He X04YeT 00JIbIlle HUYETO TOBOPUTH, OHU II€ePeCTallx
CIIDAIINBATh.

[MleTuHa... Y meTUHB 0OBIYHO €CTh 3aKy/IHUChe, KOTOPOE OHU AEWCTBUTEILHO 3HAIOT.
BoeHHEI KOPOJIb B MPOIITIOM PaCUYeChBall CBOX BOJIOCHI.

He cnpamuBaiiTe, SBs€TCA I Med4 €r0 KyJIUCOU.

IIo BOEHHOTO KOPOJISi Ha CaMOM [iesie ObLT IPYTOH.

OpHako 3To OBITIO BpeMs, Korfa HeOeca He ObUIM pa3pylIeHbl. OTO OBIIO CIIUIIKOM AaBHO, M OHU
TIepecTasyd Pa3roBapUBaTh.

Tenepsb Tako# cnaObIl Y€JIOBEK CTasl TeHepasioM cepol Koinku. Heyxkenu 3TOT pebeHOK - TOTOMOK
Kopoisa By?

Tonma mepernsiHynach, HO CEPBIA KOT He 00paTUil Ha HUX BHUMaHHUS U XUTPO Ioxsonan: "My,
cobakKa, IoMOii eCTb roBsiguHy!".

YTo KacaeTcs TOBSIAWHEL, S 3a0bL1.
Ecnu oHM He CKaXyT "fa", ux He pa3pmendr.
XuTpHIY Havasl IIjlaBaTh ¥ OBICTPO IO K Gepery.

'y Xyas LI3e1 cMOTpeT BCien YILIbIBaKoIIe! Kolke. Ellle [oaroe BpemMs UMIIepaTop JPakOHOB CHOBa
B3abIxall: "Mmmnepatop KaH Bce ellle Takoro TeMiepamMenTa. [Ipyuuino BpeMsi OTKPHITE CBOU



coOcTBeHHHIN npocekT". C BHyTpeHHe! nH(popManuel nMneparopa LlaHra HeTpygHO HOOUTHCS
yBaXKeHUs uMIeparopa 3a OfuH fgeHsb. [louemy..."

I'va Xyan LI3bI B3goxHY: "Bce uMeHHO Tak. EC/iu 5TO He TakK, TO OH MOXKET CTaTh UMIIEPAaTOPOM
Hebec!".

3aTeM OH IMoAyMall HEKOTOpOe BpeMs U CKa3ajl HU3KKUM ronocom: "MmmepaTtop KaH... Y Bac Bce ete
€CTb MAOCCKUY 3alUTHUK?".

Heckomnbko 4enioBek OCMOTPENU OPYT Ha apyra. MmMnepatop [IpakoHOB IT0Ka4yasl I'OJIOBOM U CKa3all:
"f1 He 3Ha10. Borock, uTo uMmnepaTtop Kau He 3HaeT. [Tocne nagenus Heba oH GoJibllle HUKOTHA He
BUOEJI 9TUX JIIogen".

IISI‘/‘Il n
B3pgoxHyB, oHU G0Jblle HUYEro He cKa3anud. OHU OCTaBUIIM APYT ApPYyTa U He XOTEeJIU BCTPeYaThCs.
PS: 4 mefcTBUTENBHO TPOCTYOUIICSA. Y MEHS HaCMOpPK. ['0710Ba HEMHOT0 KpykuTcs. boil 3a TpeThu
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