YcrBIlaB 9TOT 3HAKOMBIHN TOJIOC ¥ 9TH 3HaKOMEIe CJI0Ba, HMerep, maxe He 000padyuMBasich, Cpasy
TIOHSINIa, KTO 3a Hel HapuCOBasICs.

- IIpocTomoguHKa, S K Tebe 00palaics!

IelicTBUTEIBHO, 3TO OblsTa cegbMasi mpuHiecca Hedpurosoit MMnepuu — Kactura. OHa OBICTPO
oborHana Herep u BcTasna mnepeq Hei, MOTPSCHIBAs CBOMMU BeTUYE€CTBEHHBIMU T'OPaAMH.
- To6poe yTpo. Yto Takoe? - CroKoitHO crpocuna Herep.

- Yo 3a paBHOpmyuIue... 4, BooOIIe-To, mpoxk/ana Te0s TyT HeCKOIbKO 4acoB! - Bo3amyTunachk
KacTtuHa.

- Criacu60. YTo B KOpP3UHKe, MHPOKHEIE? - Muponio6uBo otBeTuna Herep.

- BepHo, THI X0uermb ux mompoboBaTh? - BeipaxeHnue nuila KaCTWHE U3MEHHUIOCH, HA HEM ITOSIBUIACh
UTpUBas ynbiOKa.

- { Xo4y, HO 4 He X04y.
- Tak TBI X04eIlb UX CHeCTh UM HET? ['0OBOpY HOPMAJIbHO!
- [Tonararo, 4To fa. - PaBHONYIIHEIM TOHOM OTBeTHTa Herep.

- Xe-xe, eCIT THI XOYelIllb UX Mompo0oBaTh, Tebe HyKHO CHavasa ChHrpaTh CO MHOH B UTPY. - Beceno
cka3ana KacrtuHa.

-Y MeHs HET BPEMEHH. Mu TOPOITUMCH. - JIeHuBO IIpOTroBOpPHUIIa I7Ie1"ep, OTMaXHuBasiChb pYKOfI

Pa3 cemgpmas mpuHIlecca YTO-TO MPeAIoKUsIa, 3HAYUT, el Hy2KHO ObIJIO YTO-TO B3aMeH, U OBIIO
BIIOJIHE IIOHSITHO, YTO. Merep nmpekpacHo moHMMasla xapaktep KactuHbl. OTa feBymiKa Onlna
3aKOHYEHHOU Ma30XUCTKOH!

- @y, kakas menouHas! JlagHo, 3abymeM 00 3TOM, 3TO HEIIOOXOsIIee MECTO [IJIT Pa3roBopoB. [laBai
Kyna-HuOyap mepemMectumcs. - KacTuHa Hamyna ryOku.

VIMeHHO IIOMEITKA IIPOBECTH CIIapPHHT ¢ Merep 6bUIa OfHOMN U3 IPUYKH, IO KOTOPOH OHA TaK OO
IpoXKpasa e€ y aTXuMU4eCKoro Mara3uHunKa.

IBa 6uya ViMnepuu momuy B 3aKyCOYHYIO, TIEe Celyac akKTUBHO 3aBTpPaKaju ropoxkane. M Kak
TOJIKO OHY BOIIIM B 3aJl, BCe JIIOM, HAaXOAUBILNECS BHYTPH, CTaIM PE3KO BEIOEraTh HapyXKy yepes
3amacHBIe BEIXOOHL. Bce, BKITIoUas Bafenblia.

- Hemnmoxo. OueHb TMX0€ MECTEYKO. MieanbHO mogxomuT ast 6ecem. - [IpokoMMeHTHPOBaIa
cutyauuto Merep, mocie 4ero cesna 3a CTOJUK.



KactrHa chenana To ke caMoe.
TeM BpeMeHeM FOHYSH cierka CKpHBHIIA I'yOH ¥ TIOCIYIIHO Celia psimoM ¢ Herep.

- TIpOCTO CKaX¥ MHE BCE IPSIMO. ME IefiCTBUTENBHO TOPOIIMMCS. - Merep mocTana u3 KOP3MHKH IBa
OYeHb HeXHBIX TUPOXKHBIX. OnHO A5 cebs, a gpyroe ans FOHY3H.

Eé pacmucaHnue Ha ceromgHs OBITIO 3aMOJIHEHO 10 0TKa3a. CHavasa oHa 3aiMeTcs (papMoM OmbITa OJis
FOny9H, a 3aTeM OTnpaBUTCS K Anucui, fabbl IPOBEPUTH, KaK 00CTOAT [efia ¢ IjlaHaMu 110
IIPOHUKHOBEHUIO B TaOUPUHT.

Y Torpga, ecnu 4TO-TO BO BpeMs BCET'0 3TOTO IMOUAET He TaK, Y He€ oCTaHeTCs CBOOOIHAS MUHYTKA,
YTOOBI 3TO YTO-TO MUCIIPABUTH.

B monpmeHs OHA OTKIIIOUUTCS, YTOOBI OTOOXHYTh. Ecnu He BOBHMKHET JIUIITHUX 3KCIIECCOB, OHU BOIZI[YT
B Ha6I/IpI/IHT CEerogHsA HOYEIO.

Ha6miogast, Kak HMerep HacnaxmaeTcs necepTukoM, KacTrHa cMorjia He BRIIATh HUKAKOM BHEITHEH
peaknuu. Ho B rimyOuHe OyImy oHa Gblla HEMHOT'O CYaCT/INBA.

- [TpocTomOnMHKA, 5T X0TeJla paccKka3arTk... Buepa BeuepoM moHabexkany 4yKaku 1 OYKBaJIbHO
Habpocuiu Ha pecypckl, 6yaTo 6bl couunu ¢ yMa. f Oblia B moKe! Bbl, 4yzkKaKu, 4YTO-JIA BCE IIOTOJIOBHO
6orauu?

- Het. TonbKo HEKOTOPHIE U3 HAC oueHb 6oraThl. YTo-HUOYOE eme? - PIerep COBCEM He YOUBUJIACh
TAKOMY ITIOBOPOTY COOBITHIH.

- [Tpomnoit HOYbMO 51 3apaboTana Kyuy geHer. [laxke He Tak, He Ky4y, a TOpy AeHer. d 0o cux mop B
ce0s IpuiTH He MOTYy! - B3BOJIHOBAHHO BOCK/IMKHYJA KacTuHa.

- B 6ymymem Te1 Oymelns 3apabaThiBaTh ellle 6onblie. - Merep BCE elre cupesna ¢ MacKou
CIIOKOMCTBUS Ha JIUIIE.

KoneuHo, meno OBIJIO HE B TOM, YTO €€ PE3KO0 IepecTaad HHTEPeCcOBaTh IEHbIH, a B TOM, YTO
IyTellecTBYe B TaOUPUHT ObIJIO Kyfa 60jiee BaKHBIM MEPOIIPUATHEM.

Ecnu oHY TOTEPIIST HeyAayy B 9TOW 9KCIIeIUINH, 9TO He TOJIbKO 00peyueT AMCHUI0O Ha CMEPTh, HO U
oOpeueT camy HMerep Ha MOTEPIO CBOETO MYKCKOT'0 Tela.

[TpoueHT TpaHchopmaruu B 60% - 3TO HE TO, C UeM OHA MOTJIA CITPABUTHCS.



KoneuHo, Anucusi Takxke OblJla 0YeHb [JI Hee BakHa. Takas KpacaBulla He IOJIKHA OblIa BOT Tak
IPOCTO yMepeTh. boree Toro, oHa Gbiyia caMoy CUIbHOM omopoi Merep B HedpputoBoit uMmepuu.
HecmoTpst HU Ha 4TO, OHa He MOIJla [I0TePAThH ee.

YBupes, uTo Merep BCE ellle coxpaHsgeT CIoKoicTBUe, KacTuHa BHe3amHo nokpacHena. OHa
IIOYyBCTBOBasa ce0s IepeBeHCKOU IIPOCTYIIKOM, TOJIBKO UTO IIpHeXaBlield B TOPOS,.

BynTo OBl HacTOsIIEe!N IpUHIleccor Oblsla He OHa, a AeBYIIKa Iepef Hel.

- Ectb uT0-HUOYOL eme? - Cupocumna Merep, Hayap yIIeTaTh BTOPOE ITHPOKHOE.

- Ha. [IpocTontoavHKa, TH 3HAEIlb, YTO IPOU30IIIO IPOLIJION HOYBI0 BO BHYTPEHHEM I'OPOACKOM
oKpyre?

Herep mokayarna ronoBoii.

- IIpomno# HOublo JIMIU C KeM-TO IIOofipanack. Bech eé IBOP BHITJISIAUT TakK, CJIOBHO B HETO IOIa
MeTeOopuT. ITO nyraeT. - Paccka3ana KactuHa.

- encTBUTEIIBHO? ~ JINIIO I;Ierep HaKOHEI[-TO CMEHHUJIO CBOE BEIpaXkKeHHe, e€ I1a3a YOUBIEHHO
pacmupuauch. OHa MOYYBCTBOBasIa Jerkoe 6eCIIOKOMCTRO.

Celiyac oHa 3HaJIa JIUIIL O TOM, YTO Ha JAaHHHIE MoMeHT JIunu B 6e3omacHocTy. Ho Oonee el HUYero
OLLIIO HEe U3BECTHO.

- Hy, HeJaBHO s IIPOXO0OJHJIa MUMO €€ JOMa. Kcratu, Tam PAOOM DPA3TyIUBalId KAKUE-TO
IMOOO3PHUTEJIbHEIE JIIOOH. 4 He 3HAaI0, YTO OHU 3aayMallu.

“IIpormuioi HOYBK... MoXKeT OBITh, K HEW MPUuXonuI Puyapm?”

CTouJio 3TO¥ MBICTIH IIPUUTH B TOJIOBY Merep, Kak oHa Imokadasa roioBoi. OHa Oblyla yBepeHa, YTo
UMIIepaTop He ObIT HACTOJIBKO CMeJbIM. FHade OBl OH IIPOCTO He MO3BOJIUIT ATTUCHHU OO CUX IIOD
OCTaBaThCS B JKUBBIX.

- JIunu moma? - YTounumna Herep.

- la. 4 paccmpocuia e€ ClyT, ¥ OHU CKa3ajla, YTo OHa cnuT. - OTBeTuna Kactuna.

- Yo Xk, Torza Bcé xopotmo. [la, 1 Haenack. [JecepTuku ObUIM OYeHb BKyCHble. Ciacu0o0 3a yroleHue.

I/Ierep BCTalla, ¥ CJIeAOM CPa3y XKe IIOOHAIACh I‘OHYSH.



- IIa Kyma THI TaK CIelunib? - BocknukHyna KactuHa.

- HyXH0 IpoKadaTh... - [IpsIMO He cepequHe IpefoKeHus Merep BHe3aIIHO KOe-4TO BCIOMHHUIA.
Ona BHe3aIllHO HAKJIOHUIIACh Yepe3 CTON K KacTure, rnsags IpsMo el B riasa.

- TeL... UTo THI XO4elllb cOenaTh? - Ta TyT Ke 3allaHUuKOoBaJa.

- KactuHa, TH He XO4ellb IPUCOEIUHUTHCS K HaM? - AGCONIOTHO Cephe3HEIM TOHOM cIpocua HMerep.
- Xm? [TpokauuBaTthcsa? [ToueMy s moJzKHa MpoKadynBaThCsA? Thl fyMaellb, MHe 00Jblle He4eM

3aHATHCA?

KacTuHa sIBHO He Kejajla 3aHMMaThC Hu4YeM mofgo0HEIM. [Ipokayka Oblla YTOMUTENIBHON U CKYYHOH,
OHa eil He HPaBUIIOCh.

- A ecnu 51 ckaxy Tebe, 4YTO B 9TOM MHUpe ecTb OeCYrCIIeHHOe MHOXKEeCTBO Bepcuil Te0s1, ¥ MpUmeT
BpeMs, KOTJla TOJIbKO caMasi CHJIbHAs U3 BaC CMOXKET OCTaThCsA? TH MHe IIOBePHIIL? - Merep
HaKJIOHW/IaCh HUXKe U yXKe cobupanach CONPUKOCHYThCS ¢ KacTuHOM HOCOM.

OHa npuaBUHYIach Tak 6JIM3K0 HE IOTOMY, YTO 3aX0Tejla CMYTUTh €€. IIpoCcTo peys [eiiCTBUTEIHHO
1I71a O IIPefiefIbHO CEPhe3HbIX U faXe, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, CEKPETHHIX BellaXx. OHa He MOorJia T03BOJIUTh
HUKOMY OPYTOMY YCJIBIIIAThL €€ CJI0Ba, I03TOMY el IIPUIIIOCh CHU3UTh T'POMKOCTD I'0jIoca [0
MUHUMYMa.

- ThoL... UTO 3a YyLIb ThI Hecemb? Kak M0oXKeT OBITh HECKOJIBKO Bepcuida MeHsa? - KacTrHa coBceM
HHUYero He IIOHdAJIa.

Ia u BooOIIle, HY ONUH HEIOCBSIIEHHBIN YeI0BeK He MOHSIT Obl 9TUX CJIOB. JTO 3Bydaja CIMUIIKOM
6penoBo. CrnuikoM 6€3yMHO.

Kaxnpiii yenmoBek cuutan ce6si yHUKanbHEIM. [laxke ecniy ¥ OB UCKITI0UEHUS, HUKTO HUKOTIa Obl He
IIoflyMaJl, YTO B er0 MHpe CYIIeCcTByeT OeCcUrclieHHOe MHOXKECTBO €T0 aOCOJIIOTHHIX KOIIHM.

- Tel BOJIbHA AyMaTh, YTO X0Yelllb. - I?Ierep IIpoJoJIKasia MIPUCTaIbHO CMOTPeTh KacTuHe B riasa. -
[TpocTo He moxkasnel 06 9TOM, KOTia IPHUIET BpeMs.

Cka3zaB 9T0, OHa BCTajla u IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha }OHyaH.

- Bpems He X[ET, MOIIH.

Ta 9HEPIru4YHO KMBHYIIA.



Korga oHuM mogoInm Ko BXOnoy, KacTtuHa BHe3aIrHo KPHUKHYIIA:

- 060k aU MUHYTKY!

- Yro Takoe? TH 3aX0Teja MPUCOeTUHUThCS? - HeGpexkHo mpousHecna Merep, He 060pauynuBasiCh.

- X0TsI TO, 4TO THI CKa3aJjla, 3By4uT abCypaHO U HeJIeno, HO Ha BCIKUM cy4ait 51 Tebe HEMHOXKEYKO
noBepio! - KacTuHa BcTasa u3-3a CTOJa, BEITSHYB CBOU CTPOMHbBIE HOXKKH.

- Xex, ecnu THl celyac MOCIyIIaellb MeHs, To, 00ela, HUKOTrAa 06 3TOM He IM0XKajeellb. -
Ynribuynace Herep.

Bce, 4To OHa TOTBKO YTO CKa3asa, ObII0 HpaBJIOfI.

Korma Bce cepBepa urpel 00beOUHSTCS, TO OT Kaxmoro u3 NPC ocTaHeTCs JIUIIL Ta eT0 BepCusi,
KOTOpast OKaxKeTCsI CaMO¥ CHUJIBHOW MJIM CaMO¥M 0COOEHHOM.

KpoMme TOro, COXpaHUTCS TOJIBKO OOHO, caMoe 0O0JIbIIoe 3HAUeHNE PEIyTalliy 110 OTHOLIEHUIO K
UTPOKY.

HaHsB MOBO3KYy IpeMUyM-KJlacca, OHHA BTPOEM ITOKMHYJIU FOPOJ, HAaIlPaBJigsCh B OOHY OIMpefelieHHYI0
nemepy BHyTpu KaunboHa MepTBeLos.

CTOMIO HX ITOBO3KE OTHAIKTHLCS OT rOpofa Ha HEKOTOPOe PAacCTOsIHKE, KaK CJIeOM K3 BOPOT BEIeXasa
ele ogHa.

- Cneny¥Te 3a BOH TOM ITIOBO3KOM BIlepeau Hac. - U3 KapeThl pa3palics Pe3Kuu romuoc.

- [Tonsan. - OTBeTUN Ky4ep.

Co6miofiast OCTATOYHYIO JUCTAHIINIO, 1B TPAHCIIOPTHLIE IIOBO3KM HANPaBUIUCh K KaHbOHY
MepTBeroB.

- Ha 3T0T pa3 Thl TOYHO yMpellb, 4epToBa CyKa! - U3HyTpU KapeThl BTOPOU IIOBO3KHU IIOCIIBIIIATICS
TOJIOC, TIOJIHEIM THEBA U JOCALHL.

- He Bonuy#Tecs, munopa. Eciu MeI ¢ BaMu HamafiéM Ha Heé OMHOBPEMEHHO, 9Ta IeBUOHKA
006s13aTebHO yMpeT. - CHOBa pa3falics TOT Pe3Kui rojoc.

- Xa, KoHeYHO!
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