Ha MHUHYTY HUJIX OKOJIO TOT'O BOIIAPUJIACh IIOTPACEHHAs THIINMHA, d 3aTEM...

- Kakoro yepra, Kpocc!? - norpe6oBana HaMu, BcKakuBas Ha HOTHY U XJIoTlas JIaflOHSIMH II0 CTOITy. -
[ToyeMy THI TOBOPHIIL HaM 00 9TOM TOJBKO ce#dac?! M ecny TH TOBTOPUIIL Ty UYIIh O "croinepax”,
KJISSHyCh HeOecamu—!

- IMeHHO 110 9TO¥ MPUYKMHE, - XOJIOOHO MTapUpPOBal s, OCTAaHABIUBAS €e THPAIy Ha II0JIyClIOoBe. -
[ToToMy 4TO s 3HAJ, YTO YIOMHHAHKUE YET0-TO TOMOOHOT0 MPUBEHET B SPOCTh TEOS UITH KOT0-Ti60
elle U3 3TOM KOMaH/MIHI, KTO 3TO YCJIBIIIUT, ¥ laXKe He MOoyMaeT 0 TOM, YTOOH TPe3BO MomyMaTh 00
atoM. Trl IpocTo 3a0ypelsb BCE, uTo s TeOe TONbKO 4To cKa3an: HaMm. Heob6xoguMma. OTa TpeHUPOBKa.
be3 Hee MBI yMpeM.

- K-Kpocc... mepectanb, TH cjioMall Cyab0y, KOTa cliac MeHsI, pa3Be Thl He MOXKEIIh IIOBTOPUTh—? -
YMOJIAIOLIe cIipocuia Meppu.

- B ucropuu, - ckasan 4. - [lepBas yrpo3a, ¢ KOTOpOH IPULITIOCE CTONKHYThCA ConoMeHHBIM Llnsimam
1I0CJie TiepephiBa OBIN ellle ONKWH MaHbIK YpoBHSA [IIMKM, B KOMIITIEKTE C apMueii, MOHCTpaMu 1
amMbunusaMu KceHonuma. Y Ko Bcemy mpouyeMy... - KpacHble T71a3a IOMJILIIK Y MeHs IIepef Tlla3aMu, U
BhIPazKEHME MOETO JIKIla IOTEMHETIO. - ITOT MOHCTP TYII, KakK CKaJjla, 1o cpaBHeHUIo ¢ [IIuku, HO
IIPEBOCXOMUT ero, cobpaB apMuio, OOIbINYI0, YeM J1i06ast, C KOTOPOM MBI CTaJIKMBAIUCh paHblIe. U,
HECMOTpS Ha TO, 4To AecsiTh ConmoMeHHBIX IS B TOM MCTOPUY IIOJTHOCTHIO ¥ OECIIOBOPOTHO
PacToITaIy 3Ty apMUI0, OHH BCe PaBHO OKa3aluCh Ha TPAHU TOTO, YTOOH! ObITh YHUUTOXKEHHBIMU
YeM-TO, YTO CTePJIo OBl OCTPOB C JIKIla 3eMJIH. - { BCTal ¥ HAKJIOHUJICS BIEepPeN, BCTPETUBIIUCH
B3r/Is1MOM HaMu co cBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM. - ThHI IeHCTBUTENIBHO XOUEIIlh IYTUTh C TaKuM, Hamu?
XoTuTe PUCKHYTh Cymb0Oii 11eI0T0 BUa M3-3a TOPAOCTU? Mnu BEICOKOMepusi?!

Bripazkenue nuiia Hamu cierka OpOTHYIIO, U ST YXBATHJICS 3a 3TY ClNabOoCTs.

- [To3BOMIBTE MHE CHIENAaTh 3TO OYEHb IMIPOCTHIM MJIsI BCEX Bac: Korga Mul mpubyneM B KoponeBcTBO
Prory, MeTpuueckasi TOHHa fepbMa OyaeT BhINyIeHa Ha Bojio. He 060mblaiiTeCh, 3TOMY OCTPOBY
CYyK[EeHO CTaTb MECTOM KPYIIHOTO IIOTACOBKHU. - f C TAXKEJIBIM B3[0XOM OIIyCTHJICA Ha CBOE MECTO. -
Bompoc TonmbKo B TOM, OyieM i MBI TeMH, KTO OCTABUT €TO0... UJIK MOAy4YuT. [IoTOMy 4TO, ITOBEpPHTE
MHe, 3TO TO, YTO PEIIUT Hallla OAT0TOBKa. M mns npotokona? B To BpeMs Kak Ha OCTpoBe
Pribomioneit gena MOTYT OBITh HEOOHO3HAYHBIMU, 3TO BCETO JIUIIb TapagHoe Kpbuibllo HoBoro Mupa.
OpuH OCTPOB, ¥ MBI ObI CTOJIKHYJIUCH JIUIIOM K JIAIY C HermoOeduMbIM BparoM. Jloruei, 6e3 crnabbix
MecT ¥ mpo0esioB. Eciiu MbI He TIafieM OT KJIRIKOB, ITOXKHUAAIONIKX B Prore... - { B 0TYasHUY MMOKavall
rojoBoMu. - Torga Mel HCcYe3HeM B Mua3Max [lank Xa3apa. B aTom g yBepeH.

HaMu OTKMHYJIACh Ha CIIMHKY CTYJa, SMOIMK KIyOUIKCh Ha ee JIHlle, KaK TP030Bele Tyun. OcTanbHas
KoMaH[a Oblyla B TAaKOM K€ COCTOSTHUM, HO TOXKe BREIKHUAIOIIe CMOTPesla Ha MeHS.

- BoT Tebe eiie onuH HakT: MOUX 3HAHUHM HAMOITO HE XBATUT. - ITO IIPUBJIEKIIO BCceoOlllee BHUMaHUE.
- Kak TOJIpKO BCEX pa3HEeceT [0 BCEMYy MUPY, IT0OKa MBI He TIeperpynnupyeMmcs, s 06yny ciem. Yto 651
HY HAllUTU BCe, KaK Obl OHM 3TO HYU HAIIM, OHU HAUAYT 9TO caMu. ¢ He 3HAI0, YTO IPOU3OIIJIO 3a ITH
IBa TOMla, KaK HAIIPUMeEp, B TIEPUOIHI CIIENIOTH MEeXKAY OCTPOBAMU. ITO 03HAYAET, UTO 51 OOJIbILE HE
MOT'y ITOMOYb BaM BCEM CTaTh CUNIbHEe. My, o KpalitHel Mepe, s He MOT'y IOMOYb BaM CTaTh faxke
O7IM3K0 TAaKUMU CUJIbHBIMU, KAKUMU BHI ObITH ObI caMu 110 cefe.

B 9TOT MOMEHT, CTOJIKHYBUIUCH C 00€CTIOKOEHHBIMY BEIPAXKEHUSIMHU JIUI] BCEX MPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX, BCS
9HEeprus MOKUHYJIAa MOe TeJI0, OCTaBUB MeHs OOMSKIINM B Kpecjie, OMHOM PYKOM moaTHupas 1o6.

- He 3a6Hy}KJIafITeCB, g HEHaBUXKY TO, YTO HaM HY2KHO CHOeJIaTh, HO €MMHCTBEHHBIN croco0
MaKCHMMH3MPOBATH Halll IIOTEHIIHXAII - 3TO C ITOMOIIBIO KYMa, N y HaC €CThb TOJIBKO OOUWH IIaHC



BOCIIOJIb30BaThCS M. M yUMTEIBas, UYTO MOU 3HAHUS UCCSIKaI0T, a mocnenctsus CBC OyayT
IIPONOJIKATHCS B TeUEHUE CJIeAyIOLIUX OBYX JIeT, JaXKe eC/IU 51 He IPOBeAy HU OOHOU TPaHCIIALUU, MBI
He MOXKeM II03BOJIUTh cebe HUYero MeHbIIero, YeM MaKCHUMallbHbIM oTeHIMaln. M He TOIBKO pagu
Hac... - 4 mpukycun ryoy. - K... 1 mymalo, Bbl BCe 3TO IMOHUMaeTe. [JomKHb ObIIN MOHATh. He Tak nu?

Kaxmbii n3 HUX CMOTPEJI BHU3 UJIK B CTOPOHY. 4 He 3HAIO0, KaK [OJITO MBI CUAEIN TaM B IIOJTHOU
THUIINHE, Pa3MBIIIAA HaJ MOUMHA CJIOBAMH. U 3aTeM TulliMHA, HAaKOHET, HaApPpyIIXIaCh HAUXyOIMTHUM K3
BO3MOXKHEIX CIIOCOOOB: XHHIKAHbEM, KOTOPOI'o A He CJIBIIIaJl CO BpeMEH OKOHYaHUsA JHuec.

- K-Kpocec...

Bce B3rnsambl o6paTunuck K Meppu, KoTopasi CMOTpesia Ha MeHSI CIIe3sIMMMUCS T'a3aMu. M ObI1o
SICHO BU[IHO, YTO Ha 3TOT pPa3 3TO He OBIJI0 MPUTBOPCTBOM; OHa Obl/la HalyraHa [0 Cle3.

- 4... 41 He gyMalo, 4YTO CMOT'Y C 3TUM CIIPABUTHCS, - BHIIOXHYJIA OHA, Ka3ajIoCh, Ha I'PaHU MIPUCTYIIA
naHuKu. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO CEKYH[I OCTaJIbHbIE U3 HAC JiepXkKaJld ee Ha pyKax.

- Meppu...! - cmabo Hayast s, HO OHA IMPepBaja MeHs, OTYAasTHHO, CO CJIe3aMH Ha I'Ja3axX MOKadaB
TOJIOBOH.

- [IBa roga... 0-ofiHa... 6e3 Koro-nubo 13 Bac... - OHa BCXJIUIIHYJIA, Kal00HO UKHYB. - 9-3T0 OyHOeT... K-
Kak Oy[To 5 yTOHY... 6-0€3 Koro-nmubo Apyroro, g-s Morja Obl C TaKUM XKe YCIIeXOM OBITh... M-MOTJIa
OBl C TAKMM K€ yCIIeXOM...!

¢ momop1uuics, 1oMasi ToJIOBY, UTO ObI TaKOe CKa3aTh, HO, K CHaCThi0, KTO-TO APYTOW OIlepeul
MEHS.

- ToI omubaemsCsl.
Meppu MOpruyia, yCTaBUBIIUCh Ha BuBY B 3aTyMaHEHHOM OTYaSHUU.
- H-uo—!

- Oa. Tel. Ouubaenses, - TOgYEepPKHYJIIa IPUHIIECCA, OMYCKasCh HAa KOJIEHH Iepef JeBYIIKOMN C
Kopabus. - Meppu. Bcé B Tebe - 3TO cocTaBHas 4acTh Hac, BepHO? MajleHbKue KyCOYKHU OT KaXkKIoro,
HO BCe Xe MBbI?

- fl-4... - Meppu CHOBa UKHYJIa, IIpEeXIe YeM IIOTEPETH I'Jla3a U KUBHYTH. - [I-na? B 3HaUUTENIbHOU
CTEIeHN. ..

Busu KHWBHYJIIA U IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha MEH.

- U B ucTopuy, - npoposixKaia OHa. - MBI BHIIUIM U3 3TOTO... UCIIBITAHUS COBEPIIEHHO 3J0POBLIMHU,
BEPHO?

q CO6I/IpaJ'ICH OTBETUTH YTBEPOUTEIILHO, HO B3APOTHYJI, KOI'la BCIIJIbLJIa MaJIEHbKAsd OE€Tallb.

- CaHpxW... y Hero Ob10 HEOOJIBIIIOE OCTI0XKHEHNE, C KOTOPHIM 51 cO6KMpaCch eMy IIOMOYb, HO OHO
TIPOLIUTO B TeUeHue... f AyMalo, IeHb, camoe OOJIbIlee IBa.

CBuUpeIbIl B3TJIAA, KOTOPEIA popMupoBasia BuBy, ucyes, 1 OHa KUBHYJIA, TPEXK/E YeM OfapUTh HAIIy
IeBOYKY-Kopabib mo6poH yIEIOKOH.

- Meppy, y Te6s1 ecThb Bce, 4TO Tebe HyKHO, YTOOBI ITPOMTHU YePe3 3TO, IOTOMY YTO BHYTPHU Te0S €CTh



BCe MHL. [ToTOMy 4TO MBI BCerga ¢ To00M. M He TOJIbKO IepBOHAYaIbHEIE YIeHBl KOMAHIE, HO U BCE
OCTaJIbHHIe M3 Hac, KOTO WHa4e 37ech Okl He OBLIO0... M BH0oOaBOK KO BCeMY y Tebs eCTh CBOSI
coOCTBEeHHas CHUa.

[TpuHLlecca HAKJIOHUIACh BIepeq ¥ HEXXHO 00Hsa MeppH, 3aK/II0YUB ee B KpelKue 00bsATHS, K
KOTOPBIM OBICTPO IIPUCOEOUHUINCH BCE OCTaJIbHEIE.

- CnoBamMu YOUBUTEJIIBHO MYOPOIr'o 4Y€JIOBEKa... 3aTKHUCH U IIepecTaHb yXe 0eCIIOKOUTHCS.

- ...[Iu... mmmmnm... - Meppu cnabo yCMexHynIach, Terias yiasi0Ka paclibiiach 1Mo ee ULy, KoToa
OHa HAKJIOHWJIaCh K BUBH, YTKHYBIIUCE JIMIIOM B U3THO €€ IIIeH.

MonyaHue AJIUIIOCH, TEIIOE, YCIIOKauBaloIlee, II0Ka 30p0 HE 6pOCI/IJ'[ Ha MEHS TSKeJbIM B3I,

- Yro Onl TH HU fenan, Kpocc, MbI Te0sT MPUKPOEM, - 3asiBUIT OH, ¥ BCE JaMbl KMBHYJIH B 3HAK
cornacusi, Meppu faxe cjaerka OTBEPHYJIACh OT CBOUX PHITAHUM, YTOOL OMAPUTh MEHS CIIe3JIMBOM
YIIBIOKOM.

4 oTBeTHI Ha 3TO YYBCTBO CBOeM COOCTBEHHOM YHBI6KOfI, HO 4 He MOT CKPBITh CBOIO I1€4aJib, KOI'lad
BCTaJl MU HAIIPaBUJICS K JIECTHHIIE.

- Tak, 4TO XK, TIOCMOTPUM, 4YTO BHL BCe II0YYBCTByeTe, KOTa HacTaHeT MOMeHT. A noka? OTobIxauTe.
[ToToMy 4TO CKOPO...

4 cmenan may3y, KOTrfia UCIIOIh30BaJl OUEeBUIHbIHM BHIKITIOYATENb HA CTEHE, YTOObI OTKPHITH ABEPD
00paTHO B TOCTHUHYI0, CKPHITYIO B CTEHE.

- Ckopo MbI TpubymeM Ha MOCIeIHIO OCTaHOBKY B Paro. M Tak ke CHIIBHO, KaK MBI HOJIXKHEI 60STHCS
rpapyiero? - Mos xBaTKa Ha IepUjiaxX JeCTHULB YCUIUIAcCh. - MH BCe ellle BaJbCUPYEM B
COBEPILEHHO HOBBIM KPYT afja.

-0-

C To11 0cOOEHHO BIOXHOBIAIOLIEN BCTPEUH IIPOIIIa HefleNls, ¥, HeCMOTPS Ha UX 3asBIeHHOe corjlacue
C TEM, YTO HOIKHO OBIIO0 OBITH CAENaHO, MHE He pa3 MPUXOAUIIOCh OTBEYaTh Ha BOIPOCH], Ha KOTOPhIE
g yXkKe oTBevasl. Heyxkenu HeT Apyroro BeIxona? 3TO He MOXKeT ofoxaaTh? [IouemMy TH HUKOMY
Gornblie He pacckasan? Y kak Ol MHe HU XOTEJIOCh JaTh UM OTBET, KOTODPHIH YIOBIETBOPUI OBl UX —
¥ MEH{, eCJI¥ YX Ha TO MOII0, — (aKThl YIPSAMO OCTAaBaJIUCh HEU3MEHHBIMH.

¢ ¥3y4un Bce pecypchl, KOTOpPEe Y MeHs ObIM, 0T MaCOHOB [I0 HEOTIEPUBIINXCS Ta3eTHHIX IIJIAHOB, U
MHe JeCTBUTENIbHO YOaioch HAHECTH Ha KapTy MeCTOII0I0KEHUS BCeX IEBITH OCTPOBOB, Kyna OymeT
OTIIpaBJiIeHa KOMaHMA... 0 KOTOPHIX s 3HA. Y MeHs OBITH Ueu OTHOCUTENIBHO TOTO, Ky[a OTIIPABUTCS
OCTaJIbHAS YaCTh Hallled KOMaHIbl, BKII0Yasi MEHS, HO HUYero cepbe3Horo. ¥ emMHCTBEHHBIMU
M3BECTHLIMU MHE CII0CO0aMU TPaHCIOPTHPOBKYU, KOTOPEIEe OBIIM XOTs OBl OTHANIEHHO OJIM3KHU K CTONb
ymo6HOMY unmu OBICTPOMY, Kak aBuakoMianus Jlama-JIana, Osimu ®pykT Bemblmka-Bemnbimka, 4To
OBLII0 HEBO3MOXKHO, ¥ 4TO OB HH KCIIOb30Ban [paroH, aTo ObsI0 GeccMBICTIEHHO, Koraa Kyma Bce
paBHO OBl PEeBOIIOLIMOHEPOM.

YuuteiBas TOT GaKT, UTO S IPENOTBPATU BOWHY, NOMKHO ObITh TOPa3[0 MeHbIIle CTPeCcca I10 MTOBOMY
ITPaBUIIBHOTO BEIOOpPA BPEMEHH [JIsT TPEACTOsIIel cuTtyanuu. Ho ¢akT 3akmodancs B TOM, YTO, eCITU
CUTyallus He U3MEHHUJIACh CBEPX TOTO, YTO ST MOT 0XKMaaTh, KyMa ObIsT OIM30K K TOMY, YTOORI

TIOJTHOCTBIO ITPEBPATUTHCS B poOOTA, a 9TO 03HAYAJIO, YTO Yy HAC He OBIJIO ITpaBa Ha OMUOKY; €CITU MBI



IIPOIIYCTUM 3TO OKHO, IPYroro He OyIeT, ¥ y Hac IPOCTO He 0CTAJIOCh IOCTAaTOYHO BPeMeHHU, YTOOHI
OTJIOXKUTH TPEHUPOBKY CJIENYIOLIETO YPOBHS.

9T0 6bII0 0COOEHHO aKTyaIbHO, YYUTHIBASI, YTO, CKOPEE BCETO, HECMOTPS Ha BCE MOU CTapaHUsI, MbI
Oynem y HebecHbIx [IpakKOHOB IPSIMO PSAOM C KOHYPOH UX aTakymomux cobak. Ecnu Hac TaM 3aroHAT
B YT0JI, TO He OBUIO GBI CJI0B, YTOOHI ONKUCAaTh, HACKOIBKO MbI ObIM OBl B 3apgHuIe. ClieoBaTEILHO,
6o mober, mubo IPoBal.

A 4TO KacaeTcs TOro, YTOOR HUKOMY He T'OBOPHUTD, HY, KaK s MOT IIOAHSTh YTO-TO mogobHoe!? JIyhdu
yKe yCBOUJI Ha COOCTBEHHOM T'OPHKOM OIIBITE, UTO MY HY2KHO CTaTh CUIbHee. [laxke HEeCKOJIbKO pas.
Ho yuuTEIBas, 4TO 3TO MOBNIeYeT 3a coboi? HeT... HET, S JOBePsI KOMaHfe, HO 5 IIPOCTO He MOT
IPUIyMaTh, KaK JazKe HavaThb [0 MMOCIiemHero MoMeHTa. M xoTst 30po 0coOeHHO HeHaBUOEIl CKPHIBATh
310 oT JIyddu, TOT HakT, YTO HU Y HETO, HU Y OCTAJILHEIX YETBEPHIX He OBIIIO IYYIINX HeH,
KPaCHOPEYHBO TOBOPHII 000 BCEM CUTYaAIIUH.

Y, K coxkaneHuIo, TJlaBHasl IPUYUHA, IT0 KOTOPOH 5 ITOKa JiepzKaJ 3To Ipu cebe, 3aKiodanach B
IIEeTI0Te COMHEHUM, KOTOPBIE IIIEBENIUINCh B MOEM CO3HaHUU CO BpeMeH Tpusiep bapk. { neitancs
3aCTaBUTh WX 3aMOJT4aTh, caMm JIypdu mor OB CKa3aTh, KaK 4acCTO S YKPAAKOH IOTTISIbIBAI Ha
COBEPILEeHHO 310poBy10 Busp KapTy Jiica, HO OHU NIPOCTO He OCTaBNIANU MeHS B Mokoe. W ecnu
KaK{AM-TO HEUYECTUBBIM YyOOM OHM OKaXKyTCs OIpaBHaHHBEIMU...

¢ mokayvas royoBoi, 0OTMaxuBasiCh OT COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOXKHOI'0 KOIIIMapa B IT0JIb3Y HACYITHOTO
BOIIPOCA; IO CoBeTy CaHIXKU 5 MBITAJCS MPUAYMATh IPENOXPAHUTEIH, KOTOPLIE ST MOT OB
MCII0JIb30BaTh, HO JIyUlllee, YTO MHE YAa/oCh, - 9TO HEOOIBIION TPOEKT, Haj KOTOPEIM Meppu
paboTasna B Kax[yio CBOOOJHYI0 MUHYTY, KOTOPas y Hee Obljla C TOM BCTPEYH.

W ecnu Bcero 3Toro OBIZIO Majio, TO BeIMUKMHA JepbMa, [TOoJTy4eHHas OT IpeBpalleHus Kopabis B
YyeJioBeka, Oblia...

-0-

CaH[X¥ B3[IOXHYJI, HAHOCS MTOCTIeJHUe IITPUXY Ha CaMyl0 OITacHYI0 efly, IPUTOOHYIO IS
ynoTpeOIeHNs B ULy YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPYIO OH KOTfa-1100 TOTOBUII, 3aKphIBas ee, IIpexkye 4eM
IIOBEPHYTHCS K IeBOUKE-KOPa0Iio Ha KyXHeE.

- XopoItio... He MorJa OBl THl TOBTOPUTD 3TO eIlle pa3, IIOTOMY 4TO 5 BCe ellle He MOHMMAal0, - CKa3all
CaH[IXHY, CKOCHB T'JIa3a Ha OPaHKEeBO-CepPyI0 CIIOPTUBHYI0 CYMKY, C KOTOPO¥ BO3UIach MeppH.

-4 COGI/IpaIO O0TO BCEX MaTepHaJibl OJIsd IIaKETOB HEOTJI0XKHOH ITOMOIIIH, KOTOPEIE 4 TOTOBJIIO Ha
cnyqaﬁ, €CJIX MBI CTOJIKHEMCS C KEM-TO BpOOe [ITuKy ¥ CHOBa OKaXkeMCs Pa3Iyd€HHBIMHU Ha
HEN3BeCTHOE KOJINYECTBO BPEMEHH, - 00BbsiCHMIIA OBIBIIAS KapaBerJlja.

- la, s IOHS 9Ty 4acTh, - CaHIXKM BHIOXHYN 061aK0 ObIMa, YTOOH HayaTh HOBYIO 3aTSXKKY, HaflesiCh,
YTO 3TO OYHET TOT I'JIOTOK, KOTOPHIM YObET ero MUTrpeHs. - HeMHOT0 IIpeyBeNnruyeHo, 1 AyMaio, Ho
Jy4Ille He PUCKOBATh.

- U, KOHEYHO, 9TO BCETO0 JUIIb IIaHC, I03TOMY BCE, YTO MBI leJlaeM - 3TO TOTOBUMCS K HauXyAllen
BO3MOXKHOU CUTyalluu. M 5 cocpegoTaunBaio BCE CBOe BHUMaHue Ha JIydhdu B mepBylo o4epens, Tak
KaK OH CaMBblil CUIIbHBIN.

- ¥ xo1s1 9T0 camas Gosnbias mpobiemMa, C KOTOPOM ST CTONIKHYJICSI CO BpEMEH TBOEW OUETHI, 5
CIIPaBUJICS C Hel; efja OCTAHETCS MIPUTOIHOM 10 KpallHel Mepe B TeUeHHNe TPeX MECSIEB, U OHa



CHenaeT TO, YTO HY2KHO, €CJTH [I0 3TOT0 MOMUET, - oTBeTUN CaHOXKH. - ITO TOXKE S TIOHSIL.
- Torga uTo TeOs CMyIIaeT? - CIipocuiia Meppu B CjeTrkKa pa3mpaXXxeHHOM 3aMelIaTeIbCTBe.

- 910, - QHIPKHY 1Ied-TI0Bap, THIYa CUTapeTol B makeT. - O0bsICHU MHE ellle pa3, YTO UMEeHHO 3TO
Takoe?

- 000, - KuBHYyNIa MeppH. - [le10 B TOM YTO MOM IJIalll ¥ JIETTUHCH OBUIH... B OCHOBHOM aHAJIOTMYHEL
MO€eMY KOPIIyCy B MOoel popMe Kopabiisi, T03TOMY MHe OBIJIO IIPOIIlEe BCETO MCI0Ih30BaTh UX, YTOOHI
choKycupoBaTh AOCTYI K MOeMYy XpaHWInily. MTak, IOCKONIbKY y MEHS Telephb eCTh 9TOT HOBHIU
Hapsh... - OHa ropao B3MaxHyJsa MOISMHU CBOEU KEIKU. - £ peliusa NpeBpaTUTh CBOU CTaphle B
CIIOPTUBHYIO CYMKY, B KOTOPOH BCe ellle eCTh BeCh He0OXOIMMBbI MHe JOCTYII B 3aHA4Ke, U 51 MOTY
IIOJEIUTHCS. UM CO BCEMU OCTaJIbHBIMU. - 3aTEM OHA pa3[pakeHHO [TOMOPIIKIAach. - EqUHCTBEHHAN
npo0ieMa B TOM, YTO ¥ MeHs OBIJIO IOCTATOYHO TKAHU TOJIHKO [JI TOTO, YTOOHI CIIUThH OOHY CYMKY
TAKOT'0 pa3Mepa; BCe OCTa/IbHbIe MOIJIM MTOJIyYUTh TOIBKO TaKue.

OHa mopHsIIa OUH U3 KOIIETbKOB, KOTOPEIE COOTBETCTBOBAJIY I[BETY CYMKHU; TOPCTh Oblita O0JIBIIE,
YyeM [pyTHe, HO HU OfUH U3 HUX He OB 0COOEHHO OOIBIINM.

- a, g MOHUMAI0 TEOPHUI0, CTOAIIYIO 3a 3THUM, - BEIIABUJI CaHpxu. - Ho Kak IMeHHO OHU BCe ellle
CBS3daHBI C TBOUM XPAaHUJIKIIEM, €CIIN OHN Oosnbiie He ¢ ToOoK? M Kak 3Ta HOBas KyPTKa
IIOOK/IIOYMIACE, €CTIH TBOE CTapoe IIaJIbTO BCe €elIlle MIOJKITIOYEHO?

Meppu 0XKMBHUIIACH ¥ MTOMHSIA TaJIel.

-0, HYy, 9TO IIPOCTO, BUOHUIIIb nu! - Y Tak xe 6I:>ICTp0 BEIPpaXKEeHNE ee JINIla 3aCTEhIJIO. CaH[mXu BeXJIMBO
Ha6monan, KaK OHa Pe3KOo HOﬁHGJI[HeT[a, u co6Hpan05{ cresnaTh S3BUTEbHBIN KOMMeHTapI/Ifl, KOorga ee
Henoe JIUIIO UCKA3UJIOCh B CEPOUTOM B3IJIsAeE.

- CaH[XY, 5 Ipenynpexpaaio Tebs NpsMo ceiluac, - IPOrpoxoTasa OHa, ee rojoc Pe30HUPOBal, Kak
OpeBHa IMHKOpA. - Ecu 9T0 mepectaHeT paboTaTh U3-3a TOTO, YTO THl CTABUIIb 3TO 107 COMHEHUE? f
IIPUKOHYY Te05.

C 3TuMHM CJI0BaMU OHa CXBaTuja KOPOOKY, KOTOPYIO NpuUrotoBui CaHIXKHU, CIIpsATala ee B CBOIO CYMKY
U BBICKOJIb3HYMA. [lled-moBap IOCMOTpeN e BClle[l, IpexXae YeM IMoKadyaTh TOJIOBOM U BEPHYTHCS K
paborte.

YecTHO roBOps, KOMY-TO HYy2KHO OBIJIO TIOTOBOPUTD C 9TOM NEeBUYOHKOU. KTO-TO IpyTro, KpoMe HeTo,
IIOTOMY YTO OH IIOHSITHS He UMEJI, C Yero faXxke HayaTh, IOMOTas el epeXUTh TO, YTO SIBHO OBIIO
TS2KeJIBIM IIPUCTYTIOM TPEBOTH Pa3TyKH, BEI3BAHHBIM BCel 3Toi Hepa30epuxoi B CypoBoM Mupe.
Yommep TONMBKO Haval U3y4aTh IICUXUYECKOE 3TOPOBLE... MIOTOHY OBITA TYIOTOIOBLIMH... BUBU 1
Po6uH Bce elre ObITM COCPEIOTOYEHEI Ha CBOEU MaJIeHbKOi Bpaxie...

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BCE CBEJIOCH K OMHOMY U3 IBYX 4esnoBeK. Kpocc, BeposiTHO, OBUT caMBbIM GJTU3KUM
IPYTOM [€BOYKH, B TO BpeMs Kak JIyddu... vy, 6611 Jlyddu. A mockonbky Kpocc 0OTKpOBEHHO
nepexkuBa U3-3a 4ero-To, 3T0 0CTaBysno JIlypdu ero ny4ymuM BapuaHnToM.

[IpekpacHo. Hy, o KpaliHel Mepe, oH 3Hau, 4T0 JIydhdu nmoctaBuT pa3roBop ¢ Meppu IpeBHIIIE
BCET0 OCTAJIbHOTO, BKJII0YAs €ro OflePKHUMOCTb MSICOM...

Bpome Toro, kak Kpocc rmoctaBui miaHupOBaHUe, BHIIE €kl B TeYEHUE TeX MEPBLIX ABYX OHEH...

Pasmuimss 06 9TOM, MeppH He HCIIBIThIBAaJIa HUKAKHX npo6neM IIePBLIE IIaPy OHEH... UJIN Jaxe



IIePBLIE TIaPy HEOEJIb. ITO HavaJI0oCh HeAelio Ha3af... Kak Ppa3 B TO BpeMd, KOTr'ia Kpocc rnepecTal
3aIIMPATBCA B BOPDOHBEM I'HE3NE KAKOYIO CBOGOHHYI-O MHUHYTY.

A Meppu ongHa 13 HoBepeHHEBIX 1] Kpocca.

- [IpoknsaTHe, - BRIpyrancs med-nosap. C pacTym“M 4yBCTBOM CTpaxa OH BEPHYJICS K XOJIONUIIbHUKY
¥ KJIaJ0BOH, B €r0 roji0Be (hopMUPOBAJIUCH PellenTE KOPOOOK A1l 0€HTO, Majio 4eM OTINYallluecs
OT TOT'O, YTO OH TOJIBKO YTO IIPUTOTOBUII.
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