OTJTHHYBLHI/ICI:, YTOOHI Y6eJII/ITbC$I, qTo0 30M6I/I, C KOTOPHIM OH CpPaXKaJiCd, HE OBIIIO BUIHO, [IOHHUA
BCKOYHJI Ha Onuxkaiiiiee JepeBo, OTCYTCTBHE HpPIJ'IHBHOfI BosHBI HMKaK He 3aMedJIuiIo ero
BOCXOZXK[EHHE.

- Y ot yOII00KY... APa3HUIU MEHS... 3a 00y4eHue...MapKypy, - JOHHU pas3gpakeHHO QBIPKHYII,
OanaHCUpYs Ha BeTKe, IIPUCIIOHUBIIKCH K CTBOJIY IepeBa U IepeBos ObixaHue. - Ho... MOsSI SpoCTh
IIPOTHUB HUX... HU4YEero, 0r***, He CpaBHUTCS... I0 CPAaBHEHHUIO C TEM, 4TO S cfena ¢ KpoccoMm... ecnu
oH 3Hay 00 atom OUHHAIIIIATB-PA3-ITPOKJIATOM—!

- UTAK! Tlpsivewibcs Ha fgepese, a?! [lymMaelns, YTO HAaXOOUIIbLCS B LIEJIOCTU U COXPAHHOCTU? JZ[ABAPI
A TEBE KOE-4YTO ITOKAXY!

- O, 4epT BO3bMUY, - 3a[1BIXasICh, IPOCTOHAN [I0OHHY, BEIpaXKEHUE €ro IUIa CTalo MATKAM OT
PaBHOMEPHHIX yIapoB, BUOPUPYIOIINX I10 CTBOJTY AepeBa. HeCKONIbKO CEKYH[I CITyCTs BuOpaIus
IIpeKpaTuiack, ¥ OH HEBO3MYTHUMO IIpou3Hec "TumObep”, Korfa ero HacecT MeAJIeHHO HaKJIOHUJICS
BIIEper.

I10oTOHb e[JBa OTPEArupoBasl, KOraa IepeBo PyXHYIo Ha 3eMITio, OeciiepeMOHHO cOpoCcuB aMpuOHUIo Ha
HEYMOJIMMYIO 3eMTi0. ORIPKHYB, OH ITePEeBEPHYJICS Ha XBOCT, YTOOBI BCTPETUTLCS JIUI[OM K JIUIY C
YXMBITSIOIIAMCSI, TIOMEIIaHHOM Ha TOIope 30MOH.

- Kak TBI MOXelllb BI/IJZ[eTI:! - bunn ot OyIIX paCCMeAJICs, OIIEPIINCh Ha CBOH TOIIOP. - Twr OOJIZKEH 6I;ITB
O4Y€eHb OCTOPOZKHBEIM, KOI'la HaXOOUIILCA Ha II0JIe 6051, IIOTOMY 4YTO HUKOI'Ta HE 3HAelllb, KOTraa
CIy4YalHBIN JTecopy0d MOXKET PEIIUTh MPOTYASATHCS U pa3pa3uThCs My3bIKaIbHEIM HOMEPOM IIPSMO U3
MOHTH TTAMTOHA!

I'na3 [IoHHU STPOCTHO OEPHYJICS, KOTHa OH IIOTIBITAJICS U He CMOT pa3o0paTh 3TO YTBEpXKIEHUE.
- KT0, 4epT BO3bMH, TAKOKW—"?!

- BYYVYYVYVYPII!

- ...BATX!?

I10TOHB B3BU3T'HYJI OT YZKacCa, ITIOCIIEIITHO HEIPHYB B CTOPOHY, yTOOHI 130€2KaTh BCIIBIIIKY IJIaMEHH,
KOTOpas 06yrnnna IIPOCTPAHCTBO, KOTOPOE OH 3daHHMMaAJI CEKYHOY Ha3al.

- Ync! O, u3BuHu MeHs! - BUT 3aKauuIascs U yoapui cebst KylIakoM B IPYOb, OCBEILIEHHYIO
TITaMeHeM, BHITJISIOBIBAIONINM U3-II0 TPYAHOM KIeTKu. - He cTouso ects "1y BecT Biio KyxHI0 iepep
6oeMm! OcTprle yOnooKu, Takoe 4YyBCTBO, YTO V MEHSI BHYTPU BCE TOPUT!

- Thl IEMCTBUTEJIBHO ['OPUILIb, CYMACIIEOIIUY CYKUH CBHIH! - B38BT [IOHHH, €T0 TepreHue
IIOYTH MCCSIKIIO.

bunn B3TJIAHYII Ha ce6s{, MOpras OT ABHOT'O YOUBIIEHUS IIPU BHUE IIJIaME€HHU, TOPAIINEro y HETo B
KHBOTE.

- XM. To/mbKO MOCMOTPUTE Ha 3TO, TaK U eCThb. Hy, ThI Ke 3Haeb, 4To ropopat! IIOCTOAHHAA
BOUTEJIb—

- PaspriBHoii TIpunus! - [JoHHYU 3aphyaj, YoapuB XBOCTOM II0 3eMJie ¥ OPOCHBIINCH Ha
3aXKUTraTeIbHOI0 PeBEHAaHTa.



- Ax, mpobexka! - Busm 9onopHO QEIPKHYJ, €r0 efUHCTBEHHOW peaKIiel Ha UCYe3HOBEeHNE
IPOTUBHUKA OBIIO OTCTYIUTh HAa3a[l U BEICTABUTh HOTY. - biaropogHoe 3aHsTue! Ho T Bcerga
IomKeH ObITh Ha4eKy M OllacaThCsl CIIOTKHYTHCS! - [JOHHHU, 3aMepThiil B CBOEM Pa3MBITOM IIOTOKE
CKOPOCTH, He 3aMeTuJI IepeMeLeHUs CBOEe 11eJIM, ITI0Ka He JOCTUT HaMEeYEeHHOr0 MeCTa Ha3HayeHus,
K 9TOMY MOMEHTY OBIJIO y2Ke CIMIIKOM T030HO, ¥ [IOHHU OTIIPaBUIICS KPYTUTCS PACTSIHYTHIM XBOCTOM.
- [Togmneie yomogku, HE TAK JIM?! Hukorga He yBupguins ux, noka Te6s1 HE CXBATAT, KAK OKYHA
HA BAPMHUIE MOPCKOI'O KOPOJIfA—ax, yrc! - Bumm nogHsam HOTy U MOPTHYJ OT BOMUIOIIETO
OTCYTCTBUSA CTYIIHU Ha KOHIle ero HOru. - Hy-y-y, moxoxe, teneps g octynuics! XAX XAX XAX XAX—

- O, MOXKeT yxkKe XBaTUT?!

-...'BAX!? - OraeHHbIM 30M0U BT B3BU3THYJ OT 1II0Ka, KOTTla BHE3AITHO 0KA3aJICs JIUI[OM K JIUITY C
TIOYTH TSATHIOIECATHIO PYHTAaMU Pa3bIPEHHOI0 MIOTOHS, Pa3MaXUBAIOIIETr0 CBOEH 04eHb OOJIBIION 1
OYeHb TSKeJION MaJIKoM y ero ronoBhl. IToTpe6oBanack BCsSi CKOPOCTh, C KOTOPOii I'eHepan-3oMOu
moyKeH ObLJI CXBAaTUTh CBOM TOIIOP M He OTCTABaTh OT AIOTOHS, OTpaxas yaap 3a YOapoM OT CTyMeHTa.

- [To3Bob MHE CKa3aTh Tebe Koe-4To, Thl OYKBaJIbHO IJIaMEeHHBIN UOUO0T! - [IOHHU 3aphIyalt B JIUIIO
PEBEHAHTY, eTr0 afpeHaIuH TO3BOJINI eMy TPOOUTHCS CKBO3b XKap, UCXOOSAIIAN OT KHUBOT'0 KOCTPA. -
Thl caMblit Oecsitiuii, 6e3pacCymHbIN, YOKHYTHIN IICHX, C KOTOPHIM ST KOTHa-TH00 UCIIBITEIBAM SIBHOE
HEYIOBOJILCTBHUE OT IPakKu, U 9TO, YePT BO3bBMH, O UEM-TO TOBOPUT!

- MHe XKarnb 3TO CJHIIIATh, CHIHOK! - 0TBeTHN BUIIN romocoM, coyaluMcss HEUCKPEHHOCTRIO. - Ha
caMoM fere...!

[Tocox [ToHHHU, 3aCTPSBIINIM V¥ HETO B TOPJIe, TParuueCcKu IIpepBas 3Ty ¢ppasy.

- 4 ckasan, - OrpPHI3HYJICS OIOTOHb, OIIPOKUALIBas 30MOu-I'eHepasa Ha ciuHy. - [lepectats. [ToToMy
YTO B JOBEPIIEHNE BCETO TOTO, YTO S TOJIBKO YTO CKa3as?! - [[T0roHb MOANPHITHYJI B BO3AYX, €r0 II0COX
OBLIT TOMHST HaJl TOJI0BOM U TOTOB CPa3UTh CBOET0 Bpara pa3 ¥ HaBCETOa C IIOMOIILI0 CONIEHOU TaCThl
Ha KOHYHKe opyxus. - Thl HE CMEIITHOM!

- He... cmemno#...? - Bunn IIOBTOPHUIJI, KaK nonyraﬁ, KOrpga ero npoTHuBHHUK CJIE3 C AE€PEBa, 3By4a
03aflaueHHo. - He... CMEIIHOMX...

BHe3amHo B 30MOM ITpOM30IIIa mepeMeHa. 2KecTkoe HampsiZKeHue CIIajo, ¥ YCMeIlKa II0f MPUKYCOM
TTPEeBPATUIIACE B JIETKYIO, IIJIOCKYI0 YIBIOKY. CTOS JIEHMBO, OH MPOTSIHYJ PYKY ¥ CXBATHII TIOCOX
IOHHU, TIpeXk[e YeM TOT YCIIeJI CPearupoBaTh.

-Yro 3a... ['PK!

W OfHUM IIaBHEIM [IBHKEHHEM Opyras pyKa B3MaxHyJa, IbIIA0IINe MasIbisl 000K /IM 10T [JOHHH,
KOT7la OH Bpe3aJsics B ONuKaliiiee Iepeso.

- Cyka, - npoTsiHyn pot OrHeHHOro 30M0u bumna, TeMHOTa U yOUNHCTBO COYMIUCH U3 KaXKOOT0
neruberna. - 4 Becesnblil. - 3aTeM pyKa 30MOU B3METHYJIaCh B CTOPOHY U IIBHIPHYJa [IOHHY Ha MOy TH
yepes IPyToe Iepeso.

[ToTpaTuB MUHYTY Ha TO, YTOOLI U36ABUTHLCS OT OOJIM U I'OJIOBOKPYKEHUS, OIOTOHb HEYKITIOXKE
nopHsics. OgHOTro B3T/IsiAa Ha mpubiuxkaromierocs bumnma, ero HU3KO0 ONYIIeHHY0 T'OJI0BY U TOIOP,
BOJIOYAIIMICS 0 3eMJie, KOToa OH MeJJIeHHO KOBBUISAN K [I0HHH, ObIJIO BCe, UTO €My ObIJIO HYKHO.

- Het! - 3asBun oH. - PazpriBHOM [Ipunus!



HC‘-IGSHYB N3 peaJIbHOCTH, OH CHOBaA IIOSABHUIJICA 3a OMUKANIITIM OJepeBoOM. BI:ICYHYB T'OJIOBY HU3-3a
CTBOJIa, OH YBHUIEII, 9YTO bunm ocTaHOBUIICS B HECKOJIBKUX d)YTaX OT HETO, OrJIAgbiBasiCh II0 CTOPOHAM.

- Oketi... - OH B3[OXHYJI C o0nerdeHueM. - Tak. Kak MHe mo0eguTh 3TOTO IapHSI? ITOTO CyIep
CUJIBHOTO... CyIIEp CyMacUIeAmero 30MOH... C I0KapHBEIM TOIIOPOM... - 3aCTOHAB, OH PYXHYJI Ha JIaCTHL.
- O, ato 6ymet otcToiiHO. [Touemy JIeo He MOXKeT ObITH 3mech? Minu, uepT Bo3bMu, Padu, umu naxe
Matiku! M GBI TOHPABUIIOCH!

- Hy, B aTOM THI ITpa@B.

Tonpko monoxenue [JOHHU HUYKOM CITAcjIo €Tro OT yaapa ToIopa B MOpAy. BmecTo 3Toro ox
pa30phI3ra OCKOJIKY IIOBCIOAY Ha CBOEM IIYTH, YTOOKI MMPOOUTELCS MIPSIMO CKBO3b MEPEBO, 38 KOTOPHIM
OH TIpsTancs. MeaneHHO JIOTOHb IOMHS TJIa3a Ha YXMBUISIOmeecs, 00bsATOe IIaMeHeM JIUII0 CaMOro
IbSIBOJIA C TOIIOPOM.

- TeI He KaXKelbCs MHE YEJI0BEKOM, CIIOCOOHBIM HacClaXJaTbCA 9eM-TO HOHO6HBIM, - IPOTAHYT bunn,
IMoOgJHHUMas TOIIOP.

- [TarnupHOe Teno! - [JOHHY [TOCHENMIHO B3BU3THYJI, CKPECTUB JIaCTH. Y He CIUIIKOM CKOPO TOIIOP C
BH3TOM OITyCTHJICSI, UTOOHI Bpe3aThCs B TBEPAYIO, KakK Keje30, rapay.

K coxanenuto, "mpocToe" xKene30 0Ka3anoCch HeJOCTAaTOYHBIM [IJIST 9TOM 3afadyu. TOmop u Teno
CTOJIKHYJIUChH C TPOMKUM JISI3TOM, TOJIOBa CJIeTKa BIWIACh B J1AaCTH. [JOHHU B3APOTHYJI OT 00K B
KOHEYHOCTSX, ¥ buin He manm eMy BpeMeHU OTOUTH. BMeCTO 3TOro OH IOJHSI TOTOP, C BCe ele
IPUKPEIJIEHHBIN II0TOHEM, U yIapuI ux o0oux o OuxKaiiiee Jepeso.

- Ax! - [ToHHH B3BH3THYJI, KaK OT 00JIX CTOJIKHOBEHHS C IEPEBOM, TaK U OT TOTO, UTO TOJIOBKA TOIOPA
npobuna eme 60see ray0oOKYyIo Iesb B ero nacTtax. - CykuH ceiH!... Uou! [Tpous!

- KoHeuHo. - Y TOYHO Tak ke 60THHOK BOH3WUIICS B IPyAuHY [JOHHM U BRIPBAJI TOIIOP U3 €T0 JIaCT,
octaBuB [[OHHU IafaTh Ha KOPHM, OaroKast pa30pBaHHYIO IJIOTh €T0 PYK.

- Aprx... - mpoctoHan [IoHHY, B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBE MONHAB I1a3a. - 4ro...? [I-moyemy THL...?

- Hy, Bugumb nu... - orBeTun "bumnn", mogauMasi CBOM TOIOp u OamaHCUPYS UM 3a Ineel. - [Ieso B ToM,
YTO B JAaHHBLIA MOMEHT $... HEMHOT'0 pacTepsiH, Ha caMoM fere. OOBIYHO MHE He IPUXOOUTCS... TaK
MHOTO 60/1TaTh, 0OBIYHO Y MEHS €CTh BpeMsi, YTOOHI CIIJITaHUPOBATh CBOIO PYTHUHY... - MaHWaKalbHas
YXMBIJIKa 30MOH CTasla IIMpe, KOTrMa OH chesial Iar K paclpocTepToMy mioroxio. - Utak! Yro mHe
HY2KHO, 4TOOHI THI CHeJIal... 3TO mobexkarl.

[lOHHY MOPTHYII.
- bexan?

- Oa! - Bumn B3MaxHy T TOIIOPOM ¥ HaIlpaBHI ero B jiec. - Coexan. Ctpycuin. Caoemnan Horu. Kakoit Ov
T71aroJ THI HU XOTeJI UCII0JIb30BaTh, MHE BCE paBHO. IIpocTo... coemnai u MHe, U cebe OfoJKeHue,
xopoirno? OTHECUCH K 3TOMY TBOPYECKH... - OH OIyCTHIJI CBOE OpYyXKUe TakK, UTO JIe3BUe 3aBUCIIO IIPSMO
nocepeguHe nuiia [JoHHU, 6e3yMuie CBePKHYJIO B €T0 THUJIBIX I'/la3ax. - My nHayde.

IJOHHY B IIIOKe ycTaBuyICcs Ha 30MOu. OH... JaBan eMy maHc cbexkaTh? 3a4eM...?

BresamHoe nosiBieHre 30MOU 1TOCTIe TOT0, KaK OH cOexKaJjl B IIePBHIM pas, BCIIJIBIIO B €70 MO3TY.
[TpaBUNIBbHO, TIOTOMY YTO OH MOT 3TO CHIeJiaTh, ¥ 3TO BHITJISAAENO TaK, OyATO OH OBIJT CEpbe3HBIM



cagucTtoM. Tem He MeHee, [lIoHHU He coOupasics 00JbIle CMOTPETh faPEHHOM JIOMaAy B 3y0Obl, KAKUM
Obl XUTPLIM OH HU OB HO Kak ObITh TBOPUECKUM...?

- A gTo OHI CcOefanu Bce OCTaabHEIE? - TPOOOPMOTAJ OH cebe oA HOC, BHYTpeHHe O1arofapHbIi
Buny, KOTOphI# Ka3aloch, ObIT CKIIOHEH IepeXkaaTh 3TOT MOMEHT. XOTs TO, KaK OH BOIUJI IaJbleM
II0 JIE3BUIO CBOET'0 TOIIOPA, COBCEM He BHYIIIAJIO TO, YTO MOXKHO ObIII0 OBl Ha3BaTh 'yBEPEHHOCTHIO" .

Hempoimensiit 06pa3 BO3HUK B €r0 T0jI0Be, ¢ JIeo ¢ 00HaXKeHHBIMY KJTHHKAMH U PEIIUTETbHBIM
B3IJISIIOM B T'ta3ax. "Hy, eciu OvI 3TO ORI 51, 5T OB TPOCTO MTOPYOUIT €ero Ha KYyCKH, IIPoIle IpocToro!”

"...0a, 3a UCKJTIOUEHHEeM TOT0, UTO Y MeHsI HET HM MHCTPYMEHTOB, HY HAaBBIKOB, YTOOBI HA CAaMOM [ieJie
CIesnaTh 3TO, ThI, YUTEP C MEYOM".

O6pa3 bocca BO3HUK Yy HETO B I'OJIOBE, C BHIISTUEHHOU I'PYIbIO, C CUTapol HallpaBIeHHOM IPSIMO Ha
Hero. "4 OBl yoapui ero JoCTaTOYHO CUIbHO, YTOOB CHECTH €My T'OJIOBY C mieu!"

"Ecnu OBl 1 MOT 3TO CHienaTh, g Obl y2Ke cuenan 3To!"

Bocc ucues, ero cmenuna Padu, KotTopasi UPOKO yiasibanack U MOKa3kBala eMy IOIHSTHE BBEPX
6onbire nanblsl. "4 Ob UCIIONB30BaN TeOS KaK MpUMaHKy U cOexana!"

[Tpu 9TUX C/IOBaX BEIpaxKeHUe nulla [JOHHU OedCTBUTENbHO cTano 6e3xu3HeHHsM. "Hy, cnacu6o."

"Xex, 6e3 mpobyeM... 9¥, IOOOKAUTE MUHYTKY, S-BOIIJIOLIEHNE TOTO, KaK Thl BUAUILIL MEHS
HacTtosyto... Thl [TPUTYPOK, ThI OEVCTBUTEJIBHO OYMAEIID, YTO 1 TAKAS CYKA!? KOT'IA
4 OOBEPYCH 10 TEB4, 4 COBHUPAIOCB...!"

IJOHHM TTOCIIEIITHO OTMEHUJI 3TOT XOf MBICJIeH B MOJIb3Y TOTO, YTOOHI BEI3BaTh MalKu B CBOEM
BoOoOpaxkeHuu, ynrbarouerocs Tak, Kak 6yATo OH TOJIBKO YTO IPHUAyMall JIyULIyio IIyTKY BCeX
BpeMeH. U upes, KOTOPyI0 OH NPENsIoxKuI, Oblia...

IJoHHU yOUBIIEHHO MOPTHYJ. M3 Bcex Bellel, KOTOPHIX OH 0XKM[all, 9T0, Y4ePT BO3bMH, TOUHO Oblla He
Ta upesi, Koropas Oblla... Y4eCTHO TOBOPS, HE TaK YK y2KaCHOM.

"[IOMEJI ThI, ITPUOYPOK!"

BrIpBaBIIKMCH U3 CBOMX MBIC/IEH, [JOHHY MTePEeKTI0OUnI BHUMaHKUe, OBICTPO OCMOTPEI CBOETO
IIPOTHBHUKA U OIpefesuil ONHY TOYKY Ha Teje buiia, KoTopas He ropeja: ero (IpenmnoioXuTeIbHO)
OTHEYTIOPHBIX LITIEM.

"Kak Bcerja roBopuT Ma¥Ku, eClid 9TO TIyIo u paboTaeT", - mpoOOpMOTasia HHTEIEKTyaIbHas
am@uobus, mepemelnasi CBOM XBOCT B HyKHOe T0JioKeHue. "Torma 3To He rinyno. Pa3priBHOM [Tpunus!

Bunn B3moxHyJ, KOTAa OIOTOHb YHECCS IIPOYb.

- O6nomuuK. 3ab6aBHO, TOKa 3TO IIPOIOJIKAJIOChk. Hy 4TO K, MHOXKECTBO APYTUX HE3BaHBIX TOCTEH,
4yTOOHL... - OH cHienan nay3y, ero rila3a Cy3uIiCh, KOTfia OH yBUAeEN, Kak [JoHHU GPOCHII CBOM ITOCOX B
3eMJII0, & 3aTeM IIPU3EeMJIUJICSA Ha HETO, IePEBO TPEBOKHO COTHYJIOCE. - XM.

To, 4TO OTKIIOHSAETCS Ha3afk, HOIXKHO BEPHYTHCS, U [TI03TOMY IIOCOX PBaHYJICA BIIEDe[, IBLIPHYB
Houuu B bunna, mocnegHui 13 KOTOPHIX IIOJHSJ CBOM TOIOP, YTOOH! 6/10KMpOBaTh yaap. OgHako
BMECTO TOT0, YTOOB! OBITH Pa3pyOIeHHBIM [10II0JIaM, AIOTOHb CHefIal U3SIU[HOe CalbTo B BO3AYXE U
IIPU3EeMIUJICA Ha luieM bumnna.



- PAPBIBHA{ BOJIHA!

A 3aTeM CHOBa CTapTOBall, B3JIETEB B JIEC, OTHOBPEMEHHO OTIIPABHB bunmna KPYTUTCA, 9YTO B HAaHHOM
CJlIydae O3Ha4aJIO ITOBOPOT €T0 9epella Ha 180 rpagycos.

bunn, co cBoen CTOPOHEI, OCTAJICA CIIOTBIKATHCA, IIBITASICh CMHXPOHUI3UPOBATE CBOIO HOBYIO
Pa3PO3HEHHYIO IIEPCIIEKTUBY CO CBOUM TEJIOM. Wnu, CKOpee, ero Tejio CIIOTEIKAJIOCh, B TO BPEMS KaK
T'OJIOBA IIBITAJIACh HAIIPABUTL €0 COOTBETCTBYIOIIUM 06pa30M.

- HeT, Het, HaneBo. Haneso, HeBexkfa! [IpoCTO NPOTSIHU PYKY U ITIOBEPHU MeHs BieBO! HeTHeTHET, OT
MeHs jieBas! MMpIX, BOT I04YeMy s SBJISACH MO3IOM 3TOU OIepalUy...

[Taneko (HO He CIUIIKOM Haneko) [JOHHU MPUCIIOHUICS K JepeBy C TIYIOW YXMBIIKOU Ha JIHUIIE.

- 970 cpaboraro... {1 He MOTy IIOBEPUTH, YTO 3TO cpaboTano! - YxmeinKa ObICTPO O0NIE3HEHHO
1cYe3lla, KOIrfa OH IOHSJI, YTO Yero-To He XBaTaeT. - ...3a UCKJII0UeHUueM TOr0, YTO S OCTaBUJI CBOU
II0COX, 4epT Bo3bMU, Mavku! 333... - OH ¢ HeCYaCTHHIM BUOM IIOTEp lepeHoculyy. - OTIUYHO,
IIPOCTO OTJIMYHO, 3TO CHEJIaeT ITO eIlle CIIOXKHEE...

"910" - n3buenue bunna. Hemerkas 3amaya, gaxe ¢ ero I0CoXoM. EMUHCTBEHHBIH I1J1aH, KOTOPHIN OH
CMOT TIPUAYMaTh,-3TO IPUBJIEYb CYMACIIEIIero 30MO6u C TOITOPOM K KOMY-TO, KTO JefiCTBUTEIIbHO
MOZXKET ero nobenuTh...

[To monsine pa3ganuch MEeAJIeHHbIE XJIONKY.
- Hy u ny! [lomxXeH npu3HaTh, 3T0 OBUIO TBOPpYECKU. PecnekT!

Ho, moxoxe, y Hero He 6ymeT Ha 9T0 BpeMeHu. CroTHYB, [JOHHU OTKHUHYJI TOJIOBY Ha3afl, YTOOH
IIOCMOTPEeTh Ha buia, Korga TOT HaBUC Haf HUM, yIIpeXaalolle NOoAroTaBnuBas csoe [laHuupHOe
Teno.

- UTak, - 3as1BUT 30MOM, TOCTYKHUBAS MabllaM¥ II0 PYKOSITH CBOET'O TOTIOPA. - XOUelllb YBUOETh
BOJIIIEOHBIN TPIOK?

Ha kopoTkoe Mruosenue [JOHHU 3agyMasics, He CKa3aTh JIM "HET", HO OOUH B3IJIA[ Ha YXMBUIKY
CyMaclmeniiero 3oM0u yOus 3Ty uaeio HaCMepTh.

- 9-3... KOHEYHO?

B cBoGomHOM pyke bumnna 6mecHynna MoHeTa, CTpaHHas cepeOpsiHasi MOHETa C OJHOM CTOPOHH,
MCIIOPYeHHOM 3y0uaThM "X".

- [Tonmy4un eé OT CTAporo Apyra, - Coo0IIuI eMy 30MOU, BEPTSI MOHETY MEXMY KOCTJISIBBIMU
TIajbllaMu. - Temeps s COGUPaIoCh 3aCTABUTh 9Ty MOHETY... HCYE3HYTh. - U 1ocie 3TOro MoHeTa
IIPOCTO KCUe3a.

Xyxke Toro, [JoHHM He MOT CKa3aTh, Ky/la OHa fiejlach, ¥ OH OBIJT HOBOJIHLHO XOPOII B PaCliO3HABaHUU
TPIOKOB C JIOBKOCTBIO PYK. 3aTeM Buim noTsHyncsa K HeMy, ¥ Hallpsi2keHue BO3POCJIo ellle Ha
nopsigok. OH CTOSII HETIOMBUKHO, HE CBOMS I'JIa3 C TOIOPA, KOTla ero MPOTUBHUK CXBATHUJICS 3a YTO-
TO y HEro Ha 3aThHIJIKe...

BAM!

A notom buit npuTsaHys rojaosy [JOHHY K CBOEMY KOJIEHY.



- TATX! - [ToHHM 3axpuIleN B arOHKUU, KOTMa OH OTIIATHYJCS, 60JIb COCPEeIOTOYMIIach BOKPYT KyCcKa
MeTaJljla, KOTOPBIY, KaK OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, 3aCTPSAJI IPSIMO MEXIY ero ria3aMu.

- TagaM... - mpoTtsinyn bunn, korga [JOHHY OTIIATHYJICS, €70 Pa3yM 3aKPYXKHUJICS, KOTla OH IIOMBITAICS
CXBATUTBHCS 3a MOHETY, 3aCTPSBIIYIO B €r0 [10716aHOM Yepere. - IToro xBaTuT. [laBai pa3bepeMcs ¢
3TUM, 4YTOOHI Y MeHS OBIJI0O HEMHOTO BpeMeHU CIIJIAaHUPOBaTh HacTosAmuM Tpiok! Ho ceitgac? -
YXMEIIKa MEIA0NIEeTo Ipu3paka cTajla Imupe, KOTia OH IOMHSJI CBOM TOIIOP Haf I'oJIoBOM. - Tebe
cTousio 6exkaTh!

- I'prx... [TannupHoe... Teno... - omenoMIIeHHO IpobopMoTast JOHHH.

Tomop omycTucs ¥ OTCKOYUII OT yeperna [JoHHU, SBHAs OTHa4a (pakKTUYeCKH BhHIPBaja PyKy 30M0u u3
rHe3fa.

['masa moroHst cPOKYCUPOBAIUCH, U OH T0OEIOHOCHO YXMBIUIBHYJICS 00€30PyKEeHHOMY 30MOU.
- Bapuanus CranpHOro OTiiesbHUKA.

bunn TJIYIIO MOPTHYIJI, IDUHHUMASA BO BHUMaHKE KdaK OTCYTCTBHME€ KOHEYHOCTH, TaK U BCE €elle
HeHOBpe}KHeHHHﬁ yepenn IToOHHM, ¥ KaK TOJIbKO OH 3TO COeNal, B IblIaioeM PEeBEHAHTE IIPOU30IIia
IepeMeHa. B ogHO MrHOBEHHE OH CHOBa BEITIPSIMHAIICA, CBET B €TI0 I'lta3aX U3MEHHUJICSA, U OH BHIIIATUIL
YEeJIICTh 00 IMMOYTHU KOMHUYHOT'O YPDOBHA.

- Ia, aTo Bcerma mpobOneMa! - Bumn—opuruHaabHbIM, CMEITHOW bunn—He6pekHO 3asBuUIl. - TH UAEIb
pPyOuThH APOBa, TH IOTHKUMAEIIHL CBOM TOIOP, Thl IIPOMaXuBaellbcs, U yaapsielb cebs mo Hore! - OH
IIOMOJTYaJsl, pa3MHBIIUILs. - M1 KaMeHb, KOTOPEIA OTOPBET Te0e PYKy. ITO TOXKE MOKET CIYIUTHCS.
Hy uto xk! - OH MOOHSJT OCTABIIYIOCS PYKY, YTOOBI OTCAIIOTOBATh [IOHHM OBYMS MaibllaMu. - Celdac
BEPHYCH C MOEH PYKOM ¥ IPYTUMHM IIOJIE3HEIMU COBETAMU O TOM, KaK BBIXKHUThL B 30HE G0EBHIX
nerictBuit! Byab rotoB! - M ¢ 9TUMU CJT0BaMU TIBUTAIOIIMH 30MOM GPOCHUIICS B IIOOJIECOK 3@ CBOEH
KOHEYHOCTBIO.

IoOHHU MOPTHYJ, 00yMBIBast IIOBOPOT COOBITHH.

- Xopor1o, “Tak, Xopollasi HOBOCTh B TOM, 4TO... f MpeAmnonaraim, YTO TEHb CHOBA KOHTPOIUPYET
CUTYaIIUIO, a 9TO 3HAUUT, UTO g O0JIbIlle HE UMeI0 [iefla C IICHX0IIaTOM-CaluCTOM, KOTOPBIM X04YeT
Moel cMepTH. BMecTo 9TOr0 ST ©Melo [iefio ¢ CyMacCIledIuM, KOTOPEIA BefeT ce0s KaK CagucT-
IICHXOIAT, YbU BRIXOJKHU YOBIOT MEHS, €C/IM TOJIbKO ITIePBOHAaYasbHbIM pa3yM He BO3bMET BepPX IIEPBEIM
U He packojeT Mo monOanbl yepen Hagsoe! YTO, YEPT BO3bMU, MHE [IEJIATBH?! - [lonHn
TIOCTIEIITHO MTOCTy4Yan "KOCTSIIIKaMH IaJiblieB" IO TOJI0BE. - XOPOIIIO0, XOPOIIIO, XOPOIIo, 60Jbile He
IICUXOBATh... IPOCTO... IPOCTO IIOAYMaTh, IPOCTO IOAYMaTh. TONIBKO MOAYMaTh, KakK, Y4ePT BO3bMH, S
IOJIKEH MEPEXUTPUTD... ITOTO...

[TouTu cpady XKe, KaK TOJIbKO XOf MBICJIel IIpoHeccs B rojoBe [JOHHYU, OH MeMJIEHHO IIOBEPHYI
T0JIOBY, YTOOHI IIOCMOTPETH Ha MepllaHue IIJlaMeHH, KOTOPOoe yYKa3biBajio Ha BO3BpallleHue buma.

- Tynuny, - 3akoHuuI [JOHHY, TIOOAaBUB B3[I0X ITOpaxeHus. - Hy... eciu crioco6 Maiiku cpaboTast oguH
pa3, MOXKHO ITOIpoOoBaTh eIlle pas.

-TOCIIO[OHM! - BOCKIIMKHYI JIOTOHb BO BCIO CUJTy CBOUX JIETKUX U C OOJIbIIIEH BEIPA3UTEIHHOCTHIO, UeEM
OH Korfia-mu60 pUCKOBaJl MO3BOIUTH cebe B rojioc, Korpaa psagoM 0w JIyhdu, Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT,
KOI'7la U3 II0JIeCKa IIOSIBUJICS HOBHIM LieNBId bui. - 9ToT 00M MelCTBUTENIbHO 3aTarusaercs! - OH
IIPOBEJT PYKOM 10 MMaHUUPIO, TapaHTUPYSI, YTO MPUBJIeYeT K ceOe Oe3pa3nenbHOe BHUMaHue bumna. -
MHe nyulie IepeKyCuThb, YTOOHI TOAIEePKaTh CBOIO SHEPTHIO!



IIBurasco 6bICTp0, HoHHU CYHYIJI PYKY B CBOIO PAKOBHHY, BEITAIIIMII YTO-TO, XU B Ty CEKYHOY, KOI'la €TI0
PYKa Oblna Ha IIOJIIIYTH KO PTY, bunn noutu Pa3MBIJICA IIeped HUM W BBIXBATHII IIPpEeOMET U3 JIaCTa.

- [Tepekyc B cepenuHe 605, Xa? - PABKHYI 30MOH, TS IIOBEPX PUCOBOTO IIapuKa, KOTOPHIY OH
mepKain B pyke. - HeBunHas 6e3penyIka, He Tak mu? [IpusTHOE U BKYCHOE yToIlleHue, YTOOh
nonHsATh cebe HacTpoenne! JABAU A TEBE KOE-YTO ITOKAXKY!

Be3 manbHenmmx repeMoHut Byt mogOpocut 3aKyCcKy B BO3AYX U MIPOTJIOTUII €€ OIHUM TJTIOTKOM.
- MM, BKyCHO! - BOCKNIUKHY Busn, motupas XKuBoT. - YTo B HeM ObLI0?

- 0000, HY TH 3Haellb, KaK 00BIYHO. - [JOHHN CKPECTHUJI IIJITaBHUKHU 3a T0JI0BOM, HEBUHHO ITOKAaYKUBasCh
B3a[I-BIIepe[ Ha XBOCTe. - PHC, HEMHOT'0 BOHOPOCIIeH, HEMHOI'0 JIOCOCS... - 3TI00HEBIN O/TeCK 3aKer
TJ1a3a AI0TroHs. - Y colb.

OruenHbl 30M0H 3aMep Ha IOJIyCJIOBE, €r0 IIa3a PaCHIUPUINCh OT IOKKPOBAHHOIO OCO3HAHHUS.
- YX-OX!
BYYM!

- TAX! - [ToHHY OTCKOYHJI B IIIOKE U yXKace, KOTfa Yyepen 30M0u BHe3aIlHO B30pBaJiCs rei3epomM
TEeHeBOU 3cceHInHU. - Kakoro uepra!? YepT BO3bMHU, fakKe IPHU ABOMHON CMEPTH 3TOT YOJIIOAOK IIPOCTO
He MOXKEeT COelaTh HAYEero gaxe OTHaJeHHO HOPMaJbHOTO, He TakK nau?! VX... - [[10roHb B3TISHYI BHU3
Ha KYCKH... CYIIeCTBA, KOTOPEIe ObITA Pa30pPEI3raHk 10 €0 MAaHIMPI0. - ITO 3alMeT IeTyI0 BEYHOCTS,
YTOOBI CMBITb...

- O#, oH 3aBanui bumna!

- O, ma napHoO... - IpoCcTOHAaN [I0OHHM, TOBOPAYMBAsICh K TOJIE 30MOU, KOTOPHIE TOJILKO YTO BHIIIIH U3
TIOIJIeECKa C HECKOJIPKO PKAaBOM CTOMKOM IJIsT PyKOIALIHOTO 60s1. - XOpOIIo, faBaii-Te, BHL...!

3oM0Ou pBaHYIKUCH Bepe[, [JOHHKY HAIIPSTCs, TOTOBLIM K 0010, a 3aTEM YIUBIEHHO MOPTHYJI, KOTHa
YIIOMSIHYTHIE 30MOU OKPY2KUBILIKE €r0, BMECTO 9TOI'0 HAIIPABUBIIKUCH K Bummy. BEIXBAaTHB TOTIOPH,
MeuU ¥ [IPyTHe OCTPhle HMHCTPYMEHTHI, OHH OOPYLIUIUCE Ha €ro TeJo, Py0si, HaHOCS yaaphl
nyOMHKaMU U IIPOCTO pa3opsisi Tejo, II0Ka OHO He NPeBPaTUIIOCh B IATHO Ha 3eMJie. [IIoroHb MOT
TOJIBKO CMOTPETH Ha MPOTSIXKEHUH BCETO MTPOIecca.

- Taaak... - Hakonern J[JouHu BEIOABUI U3 cebs. - {1 mpepnosnarao, 4To OH BCeraa Tak cebs Ben?

- Ha, - crmioHy I omuH U3 30M0H. - Hafieroch, 3TO rapaHTUPYET, YTO OH HUKOTA GOJIbIe He
BEPHETCS... XOTH... - OH OIYCTHU TOJIOBY ¥ IOABIEHHO BCXJIMITHYIL. - 1 HEMCTBUTENILHO HE
pacCYUTHIBaIO Ha 9T0. TONIBKO He mocie menbhuHa-yOuHIIH.

- Vinu GelieHoi cTau KOWOTOB!
- nu Toro akCTpeMasibHOTO KOHKypCa YU/Iu KOH KapHe!

- JlJagHeHBKO... - [JoHHr Tpo0opPMOTaJl, 30OPOBeHHAas KallJIs IT0Ta CBHCAJla C ero 4epera. - A... a Kak
HacuyeT MeHdA?

- Me, HaM BCe paBHO, - TpeHeOpeRKUTENIbHO ITPOBOPYAsT APYyroi 30MOu. - Bam BceM KpaHTHI, YTO OB
MBI C BAMU HU CHeJIa/M, TaK YTO HaM BCE PaBHO. A TIOKa MbI COGMPAEeMCsT BIOMUTHCS B alTKOTOJIbHEIE
MarasuHb ¥ OTIIPAa3HOBATh, YTO HAKOHEI-TO MOIYYUIN OTCPOUKY! YBugumcs!



IOHHM HeHAHOJIr0 MOUTPAJl C MBIC/IBIO O TOM, YTOORI YKa3aTh, YTO CIIeOys JIOTHKE aJIKOT0JIb He
CUJIbHO TIOBJIHSIET Ha MAaBHO HEKPOTU3MPOBAHHOE CEPOe BEIeCTBO, HO OH MepeayMall B CBETe TOT0
dakKTa, 4TO, TOBTOPSIO, OH TOBOPHUJI C JIIOOBMHU C HEKPOTHU3UPOBAHHEIM CEPLIM BEIleCTBOM B IIEPBYIO
oudepenb. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, B laHHBEIM MOMEHT y Hero Oblyia Topa3fo 0ojiee KpymHas pbida [ys XKapKHu.

- HaumHas ¢ Toro, roe, 4epT BO3bMH, 5 OCTABUII CBOM IIOCOX... - TpoOopMoTas [IOHHH, T0YeCkiBas
3aThI/IOK.
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