Kaxkoe-To BpeMst OBbIJIO TUXO, HO Yepe3 MSATh MUHYT MHI C OCTAJIbHOM KOMaHMO0# CTOsI/IK Ha OapKace,
TITBIBYIIIEM B HECKOJIBKUX (PyTax oT Meppu. MBI MOTPATHUIIM JOCTATOYHO BpeMeHU Ha 60pTy Kopabis
Atic6epra, 4ToOb GPOCHUTH Hallle OPYKKe, eCTECTBEHHO MCKIIo4ast JIaccy U CTOJIb XKe eCTECTBEHHO
HCKITIoYast Me4yu 30po, a KoKopo u ee ceMbst OCTAIKCh, II0OKa MBI BO3BPAIAIKCh Ha 6onee OIMM3KUI
yPOBEHE ¢ MeppHu.

Hapo otmats monxHoe, ['anneii-Jla Ha3bplBaaIu JIy4IIUMU He [OJ11 KPaCHOTO ciioBla. Cepres3Ho,
PEMOHTHPOBAThL KOPabilb, KOTOPHIM CTOUT IOCPEOHU moibaHoro okeaHa? M HabmogaTh 3a paboToi
AticOepra, ga emle coBMeCTHO ¢ OpaHKHK? ITO OBIJIO IPOCTO... Bay. [IpocTo Bay.

Ho Tak unu wHave, B MTHOBEHUE OKa HeJio OBIIO0 clienaHo, ¥ Meppu IJIblia Iepen HaMy B IIeJIOCTH U
COXPAHHOCTH... XOTSI CaMO KOJIMYEeCTBO OCOK HaJl ee KOPIyCcoM, KakK Obl 0e3yKOPU3HEHHO OHU HU
OBLTH YCTPOEHEI, TPOTUBOPEYHUTIO TOMY, HACKOJIbKO OTYasIHHOM OblTa CUTYyaIlus.

- OHa B NTy4IIieM MOJI0KEHUH, HAaCKOJIbKO 3TO BOOOIIe BO3MOXKHO, - TOPXKECTBEHHO COOOIIUT HaM
Atic6epr co CBOel JTOJKH, BEITHPAs C PyK cMOJy. - Ho 3To HeHamonro; Kaxmast BOJIHA, KOTOpas
yoapsieT, pa3phiBaeT e€ Ha 9acTu. [I0TOMy s1 yAUBITIOCH, €CJTH OHA IIPOJEPKUTCS XOTs OBl Yac.

- MeppI/I - Yconm u ‘-Ior[r[ep PEIOATIX HAB3PLIA, TJIAO0M Ha HAIllero IIOKaJIEHeHHOTI'0 TOBapPHIIia.

- B 06BIYHOM CUTYyaIuH 51 OBl CKa3ajl YTO-HHOYIb OCTPOYMHOE, - TpoBopuan OpsHKH, 3a0Hpasich B
no0Ky. - Ho ecnu yecTHO? A¥c6epr CIMIIKOM ONTHMUCTHYEH. Y TeOs eCTh I0JI0OBHHA 3TOT0, MAKC.
Yro O TH HU 3agyMan, Kpocc, mydie 651 3T0 cpaboTario.

4 cTrcHy” 3y0OHl, TOKa TIOBOPAYUBAJI LIEI0 U3 CTOPOHE B CTOPOHY, TOTOBSICE. - TOTMa, s Iojararo,
BIIOJIHE YMECTHO, YTO TO, YTO 5T COOMPAIOCh BHITALIMTL, MOXKHO HAa3BaTh TOJIBKO HAIIUM ITOCTIEIHUM
CPEICTBOM.

- Kpocc, THI cepbe3Ho cobupaelnbes ... - bocc o6opBan ce6st, 6poCHB B3TJIAA Ha CYMKY Y MEHS Ha
00Ky, 1 Hauas CHOBa. - Tkl Cephe3HO0 coOMpaebcs cornacuTteea?! - morpebosan Bocc.

¢l TOBEpHYJICS K HEMY C CYXUM B3TJISIOM. - [0 CUX IIOp I, BO3MOXKHO, IyMaJl, 4YTO OHO TOTO HEe CTOUT.
Ho CTONMKHYBIIUCE C PeabHOCTHIO, YUTO 3TO JIM0O TakK, MO0 CMOTPETh, KaK OHa ymupaeT? CunTaeTe
JI¥ BBI, YTO OHO TOT'O HE CTOUT?

YeTBepo 3HAIIIKX YCTaBUINCh Ha MeHS, HO S [T0Kaydasl roJIoBOU. - Ho... He BOJHYHUTeCh, TOTOMY 4YTO g
TOBOpIO He 00 3TOM. Y MeHSs eCTh ellle ONUH TPIOK B PyKaBe, IPeXK/e YeM 51 CMUPIOCE... - f TSXKeIo
B3[IPOTHYIL. - 9T0. Ecnu aTo He cpaboTaeT, TO s CHefa 3To, HO... - f mo3Bonui cebe crerka
o0Ha[eKUBAOUIYIO YIIBIOKY. - YUUTHIBAS, YTO 3TO TAKOE...

- 1 yTo-TO MpoOmycTUNa? - cipocusia PoOuH.

Bocc moxar mmeyaMu U moKavall TojoBoi. - YepT MeHs mobepu. B GarHe oH cobupancs
paccka3aTh... YTO-TO O TOM, KaK CIIaCcT¥ MeppH, HO Ha HEeTo Hamall roiayob, Ipexae 4eM OH YCIe
PACKpPHITh TOAPOOHOCTH.

-...9T10 HperaCHBIfI IOEHb B FpaHn JlaiiH, Korga g MOTY YCIJIBIIIATh TAKO€ IIPENJIOZKEHNE U HEe
COMHEBATLECA, HACKOJIBKO OHO UM€EET CMEICII, - (DPSHKI/I IIOKa4asl TOJI0BOM.

¢ HeMHOT0 TTOMOJT4aJ, IpeXae YeM IMOBEPHYTHCS JIULIOM KO BCeM. -CKaXXUTe MHE BOT YTO: CKOJIBKO
arerToB Owiy10 B CIT19? 3Jit! - s mocmernHo 060pBan YbH-TO HEIOBEPUHUBLIE IIPOTECTHI MOTHSITON PYKOH. -
Mou HepBH OETYT CO CKOPOCTHIO MUJIK B Yac, ¥ Pa3roBOP - EQUHCTBEHHBIN CII0COO COXPAHUTh
CIIOKOUCTBUE. YBaXKbTEe MEHS.



Hamu Ts2Keso BRIIOXHYIa, 0Y4E€BUAHO, CUUTAs PO celst, Ipexae YeM OTCUUTATh Maslblkl. - Eciu
cuutaTh CiaHgama, ero Mey u rony6s? Bcero mecsite.

¢l TO3BOJNIMIT JOBOIBHOM YXMBIJIKE U30THYTh MOH T'yOBI, KOTIa IOHsIa OfUH manell. - CKopee...
OOUHHAMAIATD.

9TO 3acTaBUIIO €€ 3aMom4ath. - YTo?! Ho, mogoxnau...! - HamMu cHOBa Hadasla TOPOIIJIMBO CYUTATh Ha
Iajablax.

- Eciu MbI mericTBUTENbHO cunTaeM CranfgaMma 1 Pankdpuna B pspgax [Tona, - co cMemkoM o0opBar s
e€. - 3Ha4uT, 10 TOTO, KaK BCE 3TO HA4ajoCh, MATEPO U3 HUX XKJalu Hac B JHUeC, B bamnHe
[TpaBoCymus... ¥ IIeCTEPO COMpPoBoxKaanyu Pooun B [TeixTsiiem Tome.

- 9-3, mOOXKOY, Mall MHe CEeKYyHOY, - mpobopmoTasna Cy, OamaHCcUpys Ha 3afHUX JIallax ¥ HauyKWHas
OTCYeT Ha masbliax nepeguux. -Jlydyun, Xarropu, Kaky, Kanuda, bnyeno... 9To Bcero nums nOaTse! -
OHa B 3aMelllaTeIbCTBE MOAHAIA Irfa3a. - A KTO HOMep IeCTh?

4 yXMBIIBHYIICS, TIOTHSAT PYKY ¥ Hadall MOgHUMAaTh nanblbl. -JIlydyun, XatTtopu, Kaky, Kanuda,
Bnyewno... - 3aTeM A NOOHSAN OPYTYIO PYKY U IIEJIKHYI yKa3aTelbHbIM nanbieM. - X1 Hepo.

Bce B KoMaHze ObIIM COUTHI C TOJIKY... KPOMe HAIlero IoBapa, KOTOPHIH efiBa yoepKasics, YToOk He
3aTSAHYThCS CUTAPETOM.

- Ta MopcKas nacka? - OH CMyIleHHO Kauuisiuyn. -Ho... Ho on 6s11 cmabakoM! OH gaxke He 3HaJ BCeX
[Tectu Cun! OH maxke 6/IM3KO0 HE CTOSI pAmoM ¢ bBiyeHo, a 9TOT ObIK OBIJT OMHUM U3 CaMBIX CJTaObIx!

- [Ia, ero paHOBATO MOBLICUIIH, - XMBIKHYJI S B 3HAK corjlacus. -Ho, TeM He MeHee, OH OB YJIeHOM
Caiidep ITonm Ne 9! U aT0 BakHO... U3-3a MOCTIeIHETO 3afanus, KoTopoe [Ixkabpa, Pykypo u Kymagopu
BHLITIOJTHUIIN Heflento Ha3afl. -OHa Obllla M3BeCTHA Kak onepanust “T'omon", yHU4YTOXKEHUE
KOHTpabaHIHO! CEeTH, OXBaThIBaloIel okeaH. COOCTBEHHO areHThl 3aHUMAIKCh OOIBIIUMU
IMIUITKAMU, KOHTPOJIUPOBABIIUMU 3Ty CETh, B TO BPpeMs KaK OOBIYHbIE CONITATH KOH(HYCKOBLIBAIH
TOBap.

- Kakoe 3T0 UMeeT oTHOLIeHUe K ey, Kpocc? - HeTepnenuBo CIpocui 30po.

- OTO UMeeT OTHOIIEHUE K [ey... -  4yTh 1M He UCTePUYECKU 3aXUXUKaJl, BBIHUMAas U3 CyMKHU
MaJIeHbKHMH CYHIY4YOK, KOTOPHIHM BCe 3TO BPpeMs Hec, ¥ T0Ka3aJl ero Ha JIafoHu. - [IoToMy 4TO, YTOOH
cracTy Meppu, MbI IOIKHH T00eAuTh BeCh MUP. YTOOH TOOEOUTE 3Ty CUTYallUio, HaM HYXKHO
0TKa3aThCsd OT 3aKOHOB (pu3uKM . Ham HyKHO CjIoMaTh CaMy peabHOCTh. M TONBKO TaK MBI MOXKEM
3TO CHeNaTk... - f MeIKHYI 3aMKOM CYHOYKa. - B ToM, 4TOOH MCII0/Ih30BaTh UMEHHO TO, Ha YeM
CIIelMaIn3upPOBaJiOCh Ta CETh.

U ¢ sTuMu cioBaMu g IIPUOTKPHIJI KPHIIIKY MUHHUATIOPHOT'O CYHAYYKa... U BC€ aXHYJIX U IIOIATHYJINCh
B ITOJIHOM HIOKE, KOr'da A ITOKd3adJl EMTMHCTBEHHOE COOEPXKMMOEe MATKOI'0O HyTPAa.

ITepcuK, OKpAIIEHHEIA B PO30BHIH IIBET, VKPAIIEHHbIH BUTHIM 1 OJIECTSAILIUM CTEOJIEM U CTPYSIIAMCS
10 HEMY Y30POM 3aBUTKOB. [laxe celiyac, IJIsOs Ha HET0 BO BTOPOM pas, s He MOT He MOMBITAaThCS
IIPOCJIEUTH PUCYHOK TJIa3aMu, HO... 3T0 Ob110 Gecrone3no. Kaxaeii pa3, KOrja s MbITACsS, MOU
rJ1a3a MPOCTO... COCKAIb3BIBAJIK C HET0, U Y30PH, Ka3ajI0Ch, IepeMel[aaicCh U KPYXKUIKCh Tepeno
MHOH.

[IpaBoNbCKUN DPPYKT... KAKOE JEUCTBUTENIBHO IIOAXOASIIEe Ha3BaHUe.



- 3T0... - BEITOXHYT OpIHKWU.

- Ara... - { KUBHYyJ C KaKOU-TO 6€3yMHON YXMBUIKOU. - [IpDeCTYIIHUKY IIepenpaBsiid UxX
KOHTpabaHMIOM U mIpofaBajiy TOMY, KTo 0oJibIle 3amnaTuT, a korga CI19 apecroBaio ux, CiaHgam
OCTaBHUJI TPU M3 HUX [IJIS CBOUX areHTOB 0e3 Cuil. - d XuxukKHya ce0e o[ HOC U IOIHSJ BBEPX MMapy
nanbieB. -Kaky u Kanmuda nonyuunu nnop breika-beika, Mogens: 2Kupad u ITnog [Ty3sips-I1y3mips,
COOTBETCTBEeHHO, HO Hepo? Hepo Tak u He moOpacs, Tak YTO OHO OBIZIO OCTABIIEHO, CIPSTAHO [0 TEX
op, noka CriaHgaM He NMpUAyMaeT [Jid Hero Opyroe NpuMeHeHHe.

¢l HeMHOT0 MUXO0PaI0YHO ITOCTyYaJl II0 KPHIIIKE CYHAyKa. - BOT 0HO. BOT Kak Mbl co6UpaeMcsi CliacTu
Meppu.

B To BpeMs Kak HEKOTOPHIE U3 Hac, Takue Kak Jlypdu, Honnep u Maiiku, Bce ellle HAaXOOUIUCH B
pexuMe "6iaroroBeHus”, 6omee MOJIOBUHEI Hallleil KOMaH/El He MOTJIM He 0OMEHSTHCS TPEBOKHBIMU
B3TJISIIaMH.

- ...Kpocc, 4To UMEHHO THI ITaHUPYeLIh? - HaKOHel] Po6uH 3acTaBumia ce6st CIIPOCUTE.

B oTBeT 5 ornsiHyICs dyepes miiedo Ha Meppwu. - Bcé nemo B ToM, uTo, Oymyuu KopabneM, Meppu He
MOZKET 3a7IeYMBaTh CBOM paHHl. Kaxkmast MajeHbKask TpaBMa, KOTOPYIO OHA MOJIyYaeT, SBISeTCS
IOCTOSIHHOM. Ho 4TO, eciiu OHa CMOXKeT MCIEeTUTh ux? YTo, ecyid OHa CMOXKEeT XKHUTh, OBIIIATE U
UCLENATHCS, Kak Jo60e Ipyroe 6UOIOTUYECKOe CYIIECTBO B MOPSIX...? - 51 Me[iJIeHHO 00paTuJl CBOIO
06e3yMHYI0 YXMBUIKY Ha Jlaccy. - M Bce 9TO IIpU TOM, YTO TeXHUYECKU 0OBEKT BCE ellle CyIIeCTBYeT.

YmaBuyio 4esntocTh JIacCy MOBTOPUIIX BCe OCTalbHbIE. - Thl CyMacCIIeAIni CYKUH ChIH.
- HeT, aTo THI! - I icTepuyeCcKM 3axXxmxuKall.
- Kpocc, THI XOTh CNBIMIKIIE, YTO NIpefsaraemnts?! - cnpocusna Busu. -IllaHc Toro, 4To 3TO CcpaboTaer...!

- Yopoiuas oguH K TpeM! - orpei3Hycd 4. -[lapamernus, Jlorus u 3oan! Ecnu aTo Tun 30aH, TO
HeBaXXHO KaKO¥ UMEHHO, OHa CMOXKET UCIENAThCS, OHAa CMOXKET KUTh!

- Ho—! - cHOBa Ha4asa OHa.

- Ho Huuero! - ropss4yo o6opsar 4 ee. - YepT mobepu, HEYXKeJu TH ellle He MoHsMa?! ITo Halll
nocnenuui maxc! ... - 4 obopBan cebs ¢ TPEPLHIBUCTHIM B3T0XOM, MO 3MOLIMU YCKOJIB3aJId OT MOET0
pa3o4yapoBaHUs, 3aCTaBIId MEHS 3aMeIIUTLCS, KOTAa 5 MBITAJICd COXPAHUTh KOHTPOIb. -4... 1
IIOHUMAal0, YTO 3TO PUCKOBAHHO, Y€PT BO3bMHU S IOHMMAIO... YTO... YTO LIAHCH IIPOTUB HAC... HO...

Crne3sl KaTUIUCh 110 MOUM IIIeKaM Ha IanyO0y JIOOKH, ¥ MHe TTOTPe00BaioCh BCE CUIIBI, YTOOH He
CII0MAaThCSd OKOHYATEJBHO.

- Ho... - mpomrenTan s1 CKBO3b Cyie3Hl. -Ho... 5... 51 obelnan eii, 4epT BO3bMHU... S moolelran e, 4To
Halay cocob, 4ToOsl OHa ocTanach ¢ HaMu. UYTo s cracy eé. U... - f pe3ko MomgHsI CBOM BOASTHUCTHIE
rnas3a Ha Busu. -4 ... 1 moHUMal0, YTO 3T0 OBIIO rIynoe obellanue, H-HO GaKT B TOM, YTO S €ro aan!
W ecnu 4... ecnu 1 He CMOT'Y coepKaTh o0ellfaHue, KOTOPoe fall... eciu s He 6yny 60poThCsS U30 BCEX
cuJ, 4ToOBI coepxKaTh obelllaHue, faHHOE OPYTY... - 4 ¢ HeCYaCTHHIM BUOM CKJIOHUJ TOJIOBY. -
Torpa... Torma g He 3acCilyKHUBal.... Ha3kiBaTh ce0st ComoMenHou InAmoiu...

Bce nepeBapuBanu 3T0 B Te4eHNE HECKOJIBKUX CEKyHI. 3aTeM 3aroBopuil JIyhou: - Kak MBI CKOpMUM
ero eu, Kpocc?



MHe moTpeboBanach CeKyHOa, YTOOR B35ITh CBOM HEPBHI IIOM KOHTPOJIb, IIPEKIEe YeM OTKPHITE POT,
YTOORI OTBETUTD... M BIIEepBEIE 3a BCE MOe BpeMs 37ech, Ha ['paHy JIa#H... HUYEro He BHIIIO. 4... y
MeHd He OLLJIO CJIOB.

Ho npexpe yeM BCE 3TO MOTJIO MO-HACTOSIIEMY YIapUTh MEHS. ..
- Ecnu 1... cpeM ero...

Mowu MbICTTH OBLTM PE3KO OCTAHOBIIEHHI TOIOCOM, IIETYYIIUM [T03aiX MEHS, 3aCTaBIIsIS MEHS
00€EpHYTHCS B ILIOKE.

Meppu Obisia IPSIMO TaM, €€ XKUBOT OBII OKPOBABJIEH, a TEJI0 MepIasio ¥ efiBa BUIHEIOChE... HO OHa
OLLlIa TaM.

- Ecnu ... cbeM 9TOT QPYKT... - IpOIIEeNTaja 0OHa, ee Tojioc OblJI YyTh TPOMYe JIETKOTO BEeTEPKaA. -
Torga ... CMOTy OCTaTbCSI CO BCEMU BaMuU?

- f... 4... -  HeMHOTr0 IoOMeJInI, caMa CEePhE3HOCTh MOMEHTA, HAKOHEI, HaJla MHE HEKOTOPYIO MEPY
TpereTa. -M-MoxeT 6BITB, HO MeppI/I, TBI OOJIZKHA 3HATh, 3TO O9Y€Hb PHCKOBAHHO ...

[Tpexme 4eM s yCIes cKa3aTh YTO-TO ellle, pyKa Meppu MeTHYach BIepef, CXxBaTuiia PpyKT u
CYHYJIa eTo B POT, BHIISITUB LIEKH, I0Ka OHA JKeBaja.

qa TYIIO MOPI'HYIJI, IIBITASACh OCO3HATH, YTO, YEPT BO3bMH, TOJIBKO YTO IIPOMUIOIIJIO. - Yrto—?

IoBOIBHO CKOPO Meppu NporjaoTuiIa KyCcoK U Hadasla JIUX0Pago4yHo TOBOPUTS. -f... 1 Tak CoxXKaJerw
06 aToM Kpocc, 51 3Hat0, 4To 9TO OBINIO TIYIIO ¥ PUCKOBAHHO U BCE TAKOe, HO S IIPOCTO... - OHA
BHe3aIlHO o0opBasa cebs, ¥ TO HEMHOT0€e, YTO ObIJIO BUAHO Ha €€ Nulle, IpruoOpeso SPpOCTHRIN
IeTnenbHEN OTTEHOK.

- Meppu? - {1 BCTpeBOXKEHHO HaKJIOHUICA. -Meppy, uTo ciayuunocs?! Iloxanyicra, Meppu, morosopu
co—!

- CBATAA MATH BCEX MOPCKHUX I'PEBHBIX JIOOOK C ObIPABBIMU KUJIAMU, ITA IITYKA HA
BKYC BBIJIA [TOXOKA HA WIIA MOPCKOI'O KOPOJISI! - BHe3amHO B3BBIIa MeppH, BEICYHYB
A3BIK.

-...9? - § B IIIOKEe MOPTHYIL.
- I'py0o0... HO BepHO, 5 OBl CKa3ana, - POOUH cOOpOrHyachk C TpuMacoi.
- CormnacHsl, - mogrBepounu JIypdu, Yonmnep, Cayrmbant u Jlaccy.

- ...Cnyx o KnmabayTepMaHax, pyraioIIuxcs, Kak MaTPOCH, - mpaBaa? [la 6marocmoBuT ['ocmomp 3TOT
IeHb, - BRIIOXHYT AlicOepr.

Kak TonBKO 51, HaKOHeIl, coOpasiCsi C MBICTISIMH, 5T BEPHYJICS K CBOeM eQUHCTBEHHOM MCTUHHOMN
3alIATHON peakluu. -U... Tl TOYHO 3Haelllb, KAaKOBO 3TO Ha BKYC, [IOTOMY 4TO?

- O, [IOIIEJI Thl—! XVPK!

I[Tpexpe yeM KTOo-1100 U3 HAC yCIeJl CpearupoBaTb, Meppu BAPYT COTHYIACh IOMOJIaM U OIS THIIACh
Ha3af, MbSHO MMOKaYMBasCh Ha HOTAX.



- Meppu! Yto He Tak?! - B OTYasTHUU CIIPOCUI Y COIIIL.
- AX... 51, 9M... - Meppu 3aTyMaHeHHO IT0Kayasa IojioBoi. -Pebsita? f... 1 He 3Ha0.... MHE He XOPOLIIO...

Y c aTUME CITOBaMM OHa IepeBaiuIach uepe3 00pT Oapkaca... B TO XKe caMoe BpeMsi ee 0OIbIIiee Tejo
BHE3aITHO UCYE3JI0 , 3aCTABUB BCI0 MOPCKYIO BOIY BOKPYT TOTO MECTa, I'le OHa Oblla, yCTPEMHUTHCS,
YTOORI 3AII0JIHUTE IYCTOTY, KOTOPasi BHE3AMHO 0CTAIach 3USIOIIEH B Bojie. BHe3amHoe mBUKEHNE
3acTajo Hac BCEX BPACIIOX U axe COUIo ¢ HOT... Ho CKBO3b BCIO 3Ty HEpa3bepuxy MHe GPOCHUIIOCH B
TJ1a3a OfHO.

MarsneHbKOe TEMHOE IISITHHIIIKO B BOJIE... C KaXXIbIM MTHOBEHHEM CTAHOBSIIIEECS BCE MEHBIIIE.

- MEPPH! - B3peBena s, yCnes Ul OPOCUTH CBOIO KYPTKY U HamapHUKa B JIybdu, mpexne yeMm
HEIPDHYTB B BOAY U IOIJIEITE OBICTPEE, UeM KOTfa-Tu00 paHbIIIe.

9TO BBI3BAJIO afCKOE KKEHHe MOUX IITPaMOB ¥ OTCYTCTBHE OYKOB 03HAYaslo, YTO 5 TaKXKe HUYEro He
BUfen... Ho, TeM He MeHee, S CMOT [OrHaTh (GUTYPY OO0 MHOM M CXBAaTUTh €€ 3a PYKY, NIpexXae 4eM
OHa IOTPY3WIacCh CIIUIIKOM I'TyO0KO. 3aTeM 5 IPUTSHYN €€ K cebe 1 U3MeHUIT KypC... UK, 110
KpaiiHeil Mepe, nonwiTancs. Cropnpus, ciopnpus, "Tomop" - 3T0 He ABYCMBICJIEHHOE IIPO3BHUILIE.
Ckopee, 3T0 OBIJIO UMEHHO TO, KaK OHa OILIyIajiachk I0J BOHOM.

CexyHpy 5 TIIETHO OOPOJICS C TSAXKECTbIO CBOETO IPy3a.... HO IpeXie YeM s yCIIeN 3allaHuKOoBaTh, 5
BIPYT 0OHAPYXKUJ PYKY IPSIMO IIepel CBOMM JIUIIOM.

¢l cXBaTHUII €ro, OHA CXBAaTHJIAa MEHS... ¥ OMHUM IIOPEIBOM MOPCKOM BOMH M0o3xke JIyhdu MBEIPHYT HAC
o6oux 06paTHO Ha GapKac, MHepIUs ITOYTH OMPOKWHYJIa Hac BCEX, KOTTla MBI Bpe3asiuch 00paTHO Ha
6opT.

4 3agBIXasncs ¥ MIeBacs, MbITasiCh OUUCTUTh CBOM YYBCTBA OT MOPCKOM BOMHI, OTYASTHHO BEPTS
T'0JIOBOM, KaK TOJIbKO MOT, B TIOMCKaX TOTO, KOTO 51 CxBaTuil. -M-Meppu? Meppwu, rae Thi?!

- Vpk... arx... g 3-30ech, Kpocc...

4 pacTepssHHO MOPTHYJI, KOT{a MPSIMO HUXKe MOEU T'0JIOBH pa3fascs roioc. M Korga s mocMoTpernt
BHU3, CTAJIO SICHO IIOYEMY: OHA CHUfeJIa IPSMO Y MEHS Ha IPYAH.

durypa, KoTopas, KakK 5 3HaJ, Oblsla MeppH, Obla IeBOYKOM pasMepoM ¢ e€ KimabayrepmaHa, He
BBIILIIE YeThIpex PyToB. E€ KoxKa Obljia IEPCUKOBOTO LIBETA, €€ BOJIOCH OBIIM MATKOM Oes1oi TPUBOM C
TIapoii BBIOMIUXCS KOPUYHEBHIX MMyYKOB, KPYyKAIIUXCS Hal yIIaMy, HallOMUHAOIMX 6apaHby pora, u-s
nocyani 6e3MoIBHOe nocianue 6narogapHocty One 3a ero MUJIOCTh, KOTZIa [IeJI0 Kacaaoch
IbsaBonmbckuX OPYKTOB U OfeXOE—OHa OblJIa 0fleTa B OPaHKeBHIN IIalll, Cephle JIETTUHCH, U V Hee
ObLJI0 MeTa/UIM4YecKoe KOJIbe, 3aCTeTHYTOe Ha Ilee, ¥ COOTBETCTBYIOIINE HOXKHEIE OpacieThl BOKPYT
€€... Hy, BBl 3HaeTe.

- MeppH... THL... 4eJI0BEK? - Yconm 6/1aroroBeifHo B3[MOXHYII.
- Ho... HO Kak? - HYonnep IpOH3UTEIbHO BCKPUKHYIL. -OTO S Chell IyIof Yenosek-Yenosek!

- Touno Tak Xke, Kak Yaka u Jlaccy ogHu u Te xKe maofsl, a CoaHroky - Yenosek byppaa... - mpoiuemnrtaia
Busu. - Oguu u Te ke OPyKTHL.. pa3Hbie Mopenu. Cyns 1o e€ pa3Mepy... -1 gymaio, 4To Meppu
TOJIbKO 4TO chella OpykT Yenosek-Yenosek, Mogenb: PebeHok!

Kora aTa 4acTh pacCyXIeHUH 3aKOHYMIIACh, ST BOCIIOIB30BAJICS BO3MOXKHOCTRIO CECTh, ¥ MeppH



CIIPHITHYJIA C MEHs, KOTHa S IPUTBO3[UII €€ B3TISIIOM. - MeppH, Kak ObI XOPOII HU OBINT pe3yibTar,
MOTY §I IPOCTO yKa3aTh, YTO TH Chesia [bABONbCKUM PPYKT, CTOS B OKeaHe? - { OTOPOMUII CBOU
CJI0Ba BIIepe[, KOTfa CJie3bl Havaju IMOSBIISTLCS B €e TJla3ax, IOTOMY YTO S TPOCTO HOJIXKEeH OBII
chemnath 9TO. - & He iyMalo, YTO eCTh JIydlllee BOIIIOIIeHue "6e3pacCycTBa" B 3TOM MUPE, U 3TO 5
roBopio! O yeM, 4epT Bo3bMH, TH AyMasna?! Thl X0Tb Ha CEKYH[Y 3aiyMasiack 00 OITaCHOCTH, B
KOTOpPOM OKa3anach?! UYTo TH MoOTTA...?

- MHE BCE PABHO!

4 3apoxHyscs, Korga Meppu BOpyr 3akpuyaia BO BCIO I'JIOTKY. YBuAeB Meppu, CTOSIIYIO TaM,
[poKalllyio Ha HOTaX ¥ PHIJAoLIyio, KOTAa Cie3bl TEKJIH 110 ee JIUITY, 3TO ObLJIO y2KacHO...

- Mepp#u... - BEITOXHYII 4.

- MHE BbIJIO BCE PABHO! - npononzxana oxa. - ¥ BCE PABHO TEIIEPb! MHE BCE PABHO, YTO 5
MOTJIA YMEPETb, MHE BCE PABHO, YTO 4 BOJIBIIIE HE CMOTY IIJIABATh, MHE BCE PABHO,
YTO... - ora Taxeno 3aabxanacse. -4-4TO {4 BOJIBIIE HE CMOT'Y HECTU BAC, PEBATA! MHE ...
MHE BCE 3TO BE3PA3JIMYHO! IT-TIOTOMY YTO...!

Osna 3ampokuHya roiosy u 3akpuyana. - [IOTOMY 4YTO BCE, YTO MEHSA BOJIHYET, - 9TO BbhI!
BCE BBHI! BCE, YTO MEHS BOJIHVET - 3TO OCTATLCS CO BCEMU BAMU! MHE BCE PABHO,
ECJIU 9 HUKOT A HE YBUXKY HOBLIM MUP, MHE BCE PABHO, ECJIU 9 HUKOT'TA HE YBUXKY
PA®TEIJIb, [IOTOMY 4YTO OAXKE ECJIY BbI 4 9TO CHEJIAJIA...

Meppu Gpocunacs Brepeq 4, prifasi, yTKHyIach MHe B rpyab. -9TO HUYETO HE 3HAYUT! - prigana
oHa. - BE3 BAC! 4... 4 HE XO4Y U[ITH HA THO MOPA! 4... 4 HE XO4Y YMUPATD! A BOJIBIIE
BCEI'O 9 HE XO4Y, YTOBBEI MEHS EPOCHUJIM! TAK YTO, ITOXKAJTYHUCTA, TIOKAJTIVACTA!

OHa mopHsia rOJIOBY U YCTaBUIaCh Ha HAC ¢ abComOTHEIM oT4asgsHueM. - [I03BOJIb MHE OCTATBCHA
C BAMH! TTO3BOJIBTE MHE COITPOBOXKIIATH BAC HA KAXKIOM IIAT'Y! ITO3BOJIBTE MHE
VBUIETH EIIE OOWH BOCXOM COJIHIIA B COCTABE 3TOM KOMAHJIHI! TI03BOJIBTE MHE
OCTATHCS COJIOMEHHOM IIJIATION!

Korma Tupama MeppHu mepeliia B peiIaHus, S MEIJIEHHO ITepeBen B3TTIA/ Ha CBOET0 KaluTaHa.
Barns, KoToOped OH OPOCUIT Ha MeHs, HUCKOJIbKO MeHs He YOuBHUII. U 3T0 He chesano ero MeHee
PafIOCTHHIM, KOT]a OH TBEPHO KUBHYIL.

[ToaToMy 51 ¢ BenIm4aulIiuM yooBOJIbLCTBUEM 00HAN Meppu u Kpenko npuxar K cebe. - KAK BYIITO
MBI KOT'TA-HUEBY b NAXKE [TOOYMAEM CKA3ATDH "HET"! - pagoCTHO 3aBONUII £1.

9TO GBI eMUHCTBEHHBIM CUTHAJI, KOTOpBIfI BCEM OBIJI HY2XK€EH, YTOOBI 3apeBeTh OT PaJOCTHU U COeJIaTh
TO, 4TO OBLITO COBEPIIEHHO €CTECTBEHHO: IIPAa3HOBATE.

- MEPPU! - Vconn, JIypdu u Honmnep pafocTHO 3aKpUday, MpakTUYeCcku cOuBast Hac 060UX C HOT,
KOT'Tla OHY CXBATHJIM HaC B MaTb BCEX MeMIBeXKbU O0BATUS.

- MbI COEJIAJIU 3TO! - B3Bu3rHyna Hamu, cxBaTuB B 00bSTUS OIMKANUIIET0 YeloBeKa. II0CKONbKY
3TUM 4esoBeKoM Ovin CaHMXKM, eMy Heuero OBIJIO CKa3aTh II0 3TOMY II0BOAY. BuBuM moBTOpUIIa
neiicTBus ¢ Kapy... XOTs, yuuThIBas, Kak OHa CXBaTUJIa €ro 3a IIelo, a He 3a I'Pydb, OH OBLI CKOpee B
OTYasTHUY, YeM CYACTIIUBEIM.

- Bbl, PEBATA, COBCEM CIIATUJIN! - npamMaTu4yHO BCXIUNHYI OPIHKY, IIBITAACh CKPHITh PHIIaHUS
B II03€.



-YVYYVV! YYVVVYV! - JlTaccy TOpKeCTBYIOIIE B3BHI K HeOY.

- Tol MOoXKe1b B 3T0 oBepUTh, Cy?! - BOCTOPKEHHO XuxuKHyna KoHuc, pa3BopadyunBasi CBOIO
mobuMuty. - Mel coenanu 9To! OHa xkuBa! OHa xkuBa!

- 910 300poBo, KoHuc, HO 4 HaunHaw...!
- OHA XKUBA!

- AAATX! - Cy 3akpuyaa ¥ 3amMaxajia pykKaMu OT yXkaca, Korma KoHuc BHe3anHo nogdpocun ee BBEPX
C 91 (OPUYECKUM CMEXOM.

- BeipBaTh IOPOTOro TOBApHIA, KOTOPOT'O MBI BCE CUNTAIN 00PEeYEeHHBIM, BEIPBATh U3 CAMOM ITACTH
CMEpTH... - bocc ¢ MHUPOKOH yNIbIOKOW ITOKavasl rooBoi. - O, AJist 3TOr0 eCTh TOJIBKO OTHO
onpepenenue! - OH NOANPHITHYI K HeOy U yAapun KynakoM 1o Bo3pyxy. - CKA2KUTE 3TO BMECTE
CO MHOM, MAJIbYUKH!

- 9TO MYKCKAAd MEYTA! - xopoM BOCKIUKHYJX BCe MATh AoroHen, korma ACIII mocmenoBanu 3a
CBOUM HACTABHUKOM.

- A g1 gyMarna, 4To 9TOT IeHb He MOXKET CTaTh 00oJiee YyoeCHBIM, - IIpolIenTana PoOuH, Cle3bl TeKIN
TI0 ee IIleKaM, KOTJla OHa CTOsJIa YyTh B CTOPOHE. - Hukorga etle s He Oblia Tak 6arogapHa 3a
HEBO3MOXKHOe 0e3ymue 3TUxX Mopeit. M aToit 6e3yMHOM, TPeKPaCHOM KOMaH/IHL.

30p0 TOXKe CTOSITT B CTOPOHE ¥, XOTsI HUUEro He TOBOPHUJI, JaXKe He MBITAJICS CKPHITD YIIHIOKY.
- OHU cpefanu 310, OHU cpefanu 31o! - [oH6Ge 1 YUMHY Iey U TaHIeBaIK, IepkKach 3a PYKH.

- Tel gyMaelb, MBI HAKOHEL-TO YBUENIU CTENeHb uX 6e3yMus? - 3agyMunBO CIIPOCUi Alic6epr
Kokopo.

- JIuuHo? - KOKOPO XUXUKHYIA, C YXMBIIKOM BEITPSIXUBAS MTOCIIeHNE KAy u3 OyTHUIKY. -4 mymaro...
YTO OHM TOJIBKO Haydalu.

YnriOka Mapa cTajia elre IIMpe, KOrga OH CHOBa ITOCMOTPEIT Ha Hac. -...X0POIIIO.
A moToM, Kak OyATO BCETo 3TOT0 OBIIO HEIOCTATOYHO... f 3TO ITOYYBCTBOBA.
OpHa-emMHCTBEHHAS X0JI0OHASA TOYKa IIPSIMO Ha KOHYMKE MOEro Hoca.

4 mocmoTpen BBEPX... ¥ BTSHYJ BO3OYX, KOTAa IMOHSAJ, YTO UAET CHET.

Wpet cHET... UOEeT CHET...

- Mel moGemunu... - S BCXIUIHYI cebe oM HOC, IPexXk/ie YeM IOBLICUTh I'0JI0C, YUTOOR! BCE YCIIBIIIATIH. -
BBI CJIBIIIMUTE? MBI IIOBEQUJIN! ®MHAJIBHBIN CUET [TMPATHI COJIOMEHHOM IIIJIATIBI
[IPOTUB CAMOT'O MUPA, I[TPOTUB CAMOH PEAJIBHOCTH! MHBI! ITIOBEIUJIN!

Y Tak 3aKOHYHMIIACh dNMHYecKas cara 00 Duuec JIo00u, Mo CHeKHEIM HeO0M, Korga Mbl, [IupaTh
ComnmomenHou IIInsmnel, nnakaad OT BCEr0 Cepalia.

[Tmakamu BOCTOPXKEHHBIMHU CJI€3aMHU YMCTOM, Hepa30aBlIeHHOW PafgoCTH.
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