- [la, HeyXKeIu, - OTPLIZHYIICS §1. - Pacckazxu ocTanbHEIM 1 0co0eHHO 30po—I'AX!- I o6opBan cebs,
kKorma CayHmbGaiT HaKOHEeI[ OTIIYCTHIT MEHSI, ¥ TIOMOPIIUJICS, TIOYYBCTBOBAB, UTO HA CaMOM [iejie
HCTEKal0 KPOBBIO OT 3TOr0 yKyca. -ArX... 4 ellle, YUTH YTO OHM MOT'YT yJIOBUTH JaKe HaMeK Ha
yOuicTBeHHOE HaMepeHue. Ecu OHU MOMMYT, YTO UX IPUKPHITHE PACKPHITO—

- Ham KpaHTHI, TIOHSIa, - MpauyHo KMBHYJIa Hamu, mpexXe 4eM NPUHSTh pa3ApakeHHBIY BUM U
HaINpaBUTHCS K BuBH. f, co cBoel CTOPOHEI, CYHYJ PYKY B KapMaH KYPTKU U BBHITAILIUI TIOOUK C
Mas3bi0 U PyJIOH OMHTOB, KOTOPEIE B35 C COO0M HECKOIbKO HefleNlb Ha3al; TO, YTO OMHTH Ha MOUX
pyKax u Horax HyzKHO OMHTOBATh Aaxe, Koraa Yomnmnepa HUTHE HET PSAAOM, ObIJI0 My4YUTEIHHO,
OTCIOfla ¥ aBapUUHLIN 3a1ac.

- YToK, 3TO MMOCNEeOHUM pa3, Korga s mpoiry Teds 00 3ToM, - mpobopmoTan s CayHoOauTy.

- V2K TOYHO He B Onuxaiiiiee BpeMs!- CayHabaiT CITIOHYTI, C OTBPAllleHHeM BEICYHYB S3HIK. -Tebe
HyXKHa BaHHa, YyBak!

- YTO THI TAKOTO CHEJIaJ, YTOOHI CIIPOBOLIMPOBATh YIUTKY, Kpocc? - HacMenuuBo cupocun OpaHKu.

- 0, st mpocTo xoTen nonyduts OYEPEHON TTIPUMEP ero BECCBA3HON PYTAHY, - 6e3
npoMensieHus npoirnedertan CayHOOauT ¢ HeBUHHOM YIBIOKOM Ha JUILIE.

®p3HKHU CO CMEIIKOM 3aKaTui Iia3a. -Hy, s He 3Halo (paHIly3CKOro, HO He MOT'y OTPUIIATh, UTO 3TO
Ov110 3a0aBHO. B mo0oM ciiy4yae, BepHeMCS K Jefly, - IPOBOpYall OH, eT0 BeCejlbe HCUE3JI0 TaK XKe
OBICTPO, KaK ObIXaHME, KOT{la OH OTCTYIIUI OT Kpast MeppH, Habmogas, Kak AuicOepr 1 KOMITaHUS
OJHUMAIOTCS Ha 00pT. ¢ MOMOPIIUIICS B MPEABKYIIEHUY ¥ HEOXOTHO OTOOBUHYJICS, YTOOH JaTh €My
HEMHOT'0 IPOCTPAHCTBA, AeicTBue, KoTopoe Ilaynu, Kanuda u Kaky ckonupoBanu ¢ HEKOTOPEIM
youBrieHueM, korga ®paHku u Aric6epr Hayanu OyKBalbHO O0AThCS I0JI0BaMU, KakK TOIBKO M3p
3ameTun kubopra.

- Kakoro gyepra THI 3mech genaelb, Aiic-BMmecTo-Mo3ros? - mpopeidan ®pssku. -U 4T0 9T0 3a KpHIca ¥
Tebs1 B KapMaHe?

- Bo-niepBrix, ®nanky, TupaHHO3aBP-3TO MHIIIb, ¥ OH BIIOJIHE Pa3yMHBIN BEIOOD OJIST JOMAIIHETO
JKWBOTHOTO, TPEBOCXOOSIINH TEX IBYX 6ET€MOTOB, KOTOPHIX THI B35IJ1, - OTBETUI AliCcOEpT C TAKUM XKe
SiOOM, He OTCTyIIasi HU Ha OIOMM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH JO/I2KeH OBII ITOTHOCTBI0 0CO3HABATh TOT
GakKT, 4TO y Hero He OBITIO MIAHCOB ITPOTUB KKGOPra B IPssMOM 0010. -A BO-BTOPHIX, MHE CJI€IOBAJIO ObI
CIIPOCHUTH Te0sI, UTO THI 3[eCh HAefaelrb. Korma Thl CTPOMI YTO-HUOYIh MOPEXOIHOE, YTO
3aKaHYMBAJIOCh YEM-TO HHBIM, KpOMe KaTaCTPOPHI?

- 9-9... - JIeo MeyJIeHHO IIOMHSII JIACT. - DTO OHH... BCeraa TakK?

[Taynu TAXKeJo B3OOXHYJ U pa3fpaxkeHHO YIIUIHYI ce0s 3a mepeHocutly. - K coxanenuto, fia.
Cepre3sHo, I1os10BUHA BoTep 7 ycTaHaBIMBaeT CBOU YaChl 110 3TOX MPOKJIATON BpaxKyie...

- IpyTrasi mojIoBMHA KaK s, 6epyT mepepsiB Ha 00efl, KOTHa OHU CTAIKUBAIOTCS, - yCMeXHyIcs Kaky.

- OTO BCE paBHO YTO HAONMIOAATh 3a KOpPabaeKpyIIeHreM... - 671aroroBeiHo mpoIuenTtan Maiku. -Thl
3HAEIIIb, YTO 3TO Y2KACHO... HO THI POCTO HE MOXKEIb OTBECTH B3TJIS].

- Xa! 9To roBOPUT MapeHb, KOTOPHIH HUKOTA He CTPOMII HUYEro MOPEeXOJHOT0, TouKa? Bo3MoXHO, Ha
TeOs1 paboTaIOT Nydllre B MUPE JTIOAM, HO YTO TH KOTHA-MU00 caesan A Kopabmsa?

- OTO S HUKOTa He Jejal HU4ero MOpeXOI[HOI"O!? CMeITHO, KOrga UCXOOUT OT TAKOTO KaK THI,



OBYJIMYHOTO METAJJINYECKOI0—
- XBATHUT!

Bce 3amepny, Korma pa3fascs oueHb TPOMKHUM 1, YTO ellle BaXkKHee, OYeHb HEBHSITHEIHN T'0JI0C,
TpeOyIoIINi BCeoOIIero BHUMaHus.

KpoBb 3acThisia y MEHS B XKHlaX, Korga s MeJJIeHHO ITOBEPHYJICS, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha
rosopuBiero. -O boxe, HeT...! - mpoienTarn 5. -Kakoro yepra oHa 370eCh genaet?!

OueBupnHo, ®Pp3HKM U AlicOepr NpuaepKUBaIUCh TOTO XK€ MHEHUS.
- B-Babynst Kokopo!? - HeoBepuuBO mpobopMoTan OPpaHKH.
- YTo BHI 3[ECh JetaeTe, MOM? - PAaCTePSTHHO CIIpocui Anchepr.

- U-4yTO 5 37€eCh fenaln?- UHKOTHUTO pycaKa-lefisHas priba MbsHO YCMEXHYJIAaCh, CIPHITHYB C TIEPUIT
Meppu ¥ nomaTHBasCh IBUHYIACH BIEPeN.-OO-TO OOKHO OBITH 0Y€BUIHO, YUUTHIBAS, UTO S IT03Basa
Bac ciofia, Manbuuku! M mTo KacaeTcsl 3aueM BH 3[€eCh...- OHa cenana O0bIION ITI0TOK U3 OYTHIIKH,
KOTOPYIO fiepKaja B pyKe, Ipexke YeM IIPOAOJIKUTh. -f IpuBesia Bac Ciofa, YTOOb MBI MOTJIX
IIOCTaBUTh Ha I1ay3y 9Ty AypalKy BpaX[ay, 10 KpallHeu Mepe Ha r'ofl, I0Ka He II0M033Te 3TUM
NUATHHIM JIoAsiM! - OHA OCTaHOBUJIACH, TIOKAUYMBAsACh Ha HOTAX, IPeXe YeM TKHYTh GOJIbITUM
najblieM Yepes3 IJIedo B CTOPOHY OKeaHa. - Kpome Toro, s npuexana ciona ¢ YuMuu u I'ounbe, 4TOOH!
crpsATaThCsa 0T AkBa JlaryHsl.

- [IpuBert, Bonbmoi bpat ®panku, mpuset, bonbioi bpaT AlicOepr! - pa3mancs O0OPLIM IeTCKUM
rojioc u3-mop nepun Meppu. -Mul ¢ 'onbe noiinem u nopoxaeM Te0s B 0Tese, xopolro, 6adymka?
- Koneuno, YumnY, Becenuch!- KoKkopo moMaxasa ei yepes maeyo.

- O6sa3aTtenbHo! BeceM moxka!

- [Toka, pebsra!-KpuKHYyJ Kyna 00lee 3HAKOMBIN I'0JI0C.

4 6pocun HemoBepuuBHIM B3rnsAn Ha CayHmOatita. - Kot CunbBecTp? Cepbe3Ho?

- [IoHsATHS HE UMeI0 IT0YEeMY, HO Y MeHd [I0YEMY-TO [10JIy4aeTcs "KOT" OT 3TOr0 KpOJIKKa, - ToXKal
mnedyamMy Ynutka TpaHCIOHOED.

- Tak, Ha 4Y€M g OCTAHOBHJIACS... - KOKOPO HaXMypHJIach, II0YECHIBASI BUCOK TOPJIBLIIIIKOM OYTHITIKH. -9-
3-3, BO3MOXKHO, 5 CJIUIIKOM CHJILHO yapuiach B BHIIUBKY, YCIIbIIIAB T010C MIOKOA3YHHL...

CayHpubaiT OBICTPO OTBEPHYJICS U Hadajl OTHasSHHO CBUCTETh, XOJOIHBIN ITOT ITOKPHIBAJI €T0
KPOIIIeYHOE TeJI0, KOTfa S IPUTBO3MUI €T0 B3TJISIOM.

K #ecuactrio, KOKOpO ymanock MeIKHYTh ManbllaMy U 06JIeTYeHHO PacCMesIThCs. -AX [1a, Temeph s
BcrioMHMTa! 4 3meck, 4ToOb 3aCTAaBUTh BaC, ABYX TYIIHUII, IIEPECTATh BECTH Ce0sI KaK UOMOTEI U CHOBA
BeCTH ce0s MMO-XOpOIIEMY, KaK B CTaphie oOphie BpeMeHa!

Ob6a MYZKYHWHEL U S TYT K€ 3aMePJIH, CTAPhI€ ITIOOMACTEPbs 00MEHSITUCh B3rjidgaMu, Ipexnge 94eM
Ha49aTh OTYAAHHO OTPHUIIATE.

- [IPEKPATUTE 3TO!- Kokopo o6opBajia ux HEBHATHHIM 1aeM. -ConoMeHnHble [Inamnsl-mionn



IOPSINOYHEIE, a BHL... - OHa TKHYyJIa APOXKAaIIUM IajblleM B CTOpOHY AticOepra. -Y Te0s ¢ cobou
Haubosee JoBepeHHBE Pa0OTHUKY. HUKTO HUKOMY HUYET0 He CKaXeT, TakK YTO Thl OPOCUILE 3TO
IepbMo U Oynelrb BeCcTu cebsi XOpOIIOo B TeUeHHE IEeCATU MUHYT, TOHSI?

TonbpKO TO, YTO 5T KpaeM Ijia3a CJIe[uII 3a ABYMs areHTaMH, IT03BOJIMII0O MHE 3aMEeTHUTh, KaK OHH
OBICTPO MEePErISHYIUCE 3a CIMHOU [Taymu. ITO OBIJIO MEHbIIE MTHOBEHHUS, HO 9TOT0 OBIIO
OOCTATOYHO, YTOOKI CKa3aTh MHE, YTO MEI 00/1a3KaJIuCh.

- Ax, TIpoIny NpoIeHus 3a BTOpKeHue, rocrnoxa Kokopo!- Hy, 1o u ToT dakrt, uto Kaky
BOCITIOJIb30BAJICSI BO3MOXKHOCTBIO IOOHATh PYKY U 3arOBOPUTh. -HO 0 YeM UMeHHO BhI TOBOpUTe? Bl
XOTHUTE CKa3aTb, uTo OpaHKHU 1 Mapa AlicOepra ecTh 001ilee mpoinoe? f gyMas, YTO OHU HEHaBUAST
npyr gpyra? 4To... - OH 3aMor4an 1 3agyM4uBo NOCTy4as cels 1mo mondopoaky. -He To 4ToOH S Mor
0CO0eHHO BUHUTH M3pa y4YuThIBas 6ecunHCcTBa OPIHKHU. ..

- [ToMumo Bcero mpodero, - cornacusucs Amcoepr.

- OcTopoxkHee, KBa[PaTHOHOCHIH, - IPeAyIpeausl IIoTHIKa OPIHKH.
- IEPXXUTE CEBS B PYKAX!

- ATX! /- AWL!

[Toxa Kokopo He gBuHYIachk OHICTPEE, 4YeM KTO-TH00 B €€ BO3PaCTe U C ee OTCYTCTBUEM TPE3BOCTH
uMeJsI Ha 3TO MpaBo, u cxBaTuna Opanku u Aiicbepra 3a yImm, gepras uX U30 BCEX CHJI, KakK OyITO OHU
OBLITH BCETO JTUIITh HETIOCTYIITHEIMY € THMHU.

- A Temneps nocnymaiiTe!- HeBHATHO 3abopMoTasa Kokopo, mepxka B CBOel BJIaCTH [BYX CaMbIX
MOTYIIECTBEHHBIX MYKYHH Ha OCTPOBe. -OTU gBoe? [la, OHU BCerfa HeHaBULeIu APYT OPyra, 3TO
(dbakT, HO KOTa-TO OHU, 10 KpaiiHel Mepe, MOTTIK paboTaTh BMECTE, UTOOLI TBOPUTH OOJIBIIIHE [ea,
6onbive mnena! U yuuThiBas TO, UTO 51 yBUfEJIA U TOUYBCTBOBAsIa CETOOHS YTPOM, 9TH JIIOAU 30EChH!-
Ona KVBHYJIa TOJIOBOY B CTOPOHY Halllell KOMaHAEL. -He 3acinyxkuBail HU4ero, KpoMme caMoro
nyuutero! JIydmero, Ha 4To cnoco6Hsl PaboTHuky ToMa, ClbImuTe?!

®poHKY Hampsrcs:, 0pPOCKUB UCIYTraHHBIN B3I Ha Kokopo. -UepT mobepu, babyss, s 3Hat0, YTO TH
ceiiyac mbsiHa, HO, IIOXKAJyHCTa, TOAyMaii, KaKoro yepTa THL...- Kubopr 6bl1 0Tpe3aH 0CoOeHHO
37100HBEIM PHLIBKOM.

- Tel gyMmaerts, 51 He oOmyMara 3To? - cka3ana KokKopo ¢ mbsHEIM B3TIsiAoM. -C Tex mop Kak ymep Tom,
HUKTO U3 HaC He OCTaJICsl IPeXKHUM, 5 IPU3Halo, HO 9Ta KOMaHAa gpyrasd! OTa KoMaHAa CTOJIb XKe
MHOTooOe1amas, Kakoi Ovisia Pogxkepa, ecnu He Oomnbiiie! M yuuTHIBas yepe3 4TO MPOIIeN UX
cTaphiii Kopabis? ITpocTo 3aMpuTe Ha CEKYHY, BB 00a, ¥ MOCTyLIAWTe 3TOT KOPaliib.

Bce 3amornyanu Ha HECKONIBKO CEKyH[. 3aTeM Bce, maxe CIT9, B3OpOTHYH, KOTMa ellle OJHa BOJTHA
9MOIIM HaKaTHIa Ha Hac BCeX, Ha 9TOT pa3 HeoCIIOPUMOe YyBCTBO OrmarogapHocTy. Ha MrHOBeHUE
BOI[APHUJIACh TUIIMHA, TTpexkae yeM KOoKopo 3aroBopuiia CHOBa:

- Temepb BBl BUAUTE? - TBEPHO CIIPOCHIa oHa. -Kopabyb 3Toi KoMaHk! n100uT ux! Y oHM TH06ST
Kopabib! OTa KOMaHIa IPOCHIIA IYYIIEero, YTO OHU MOTYT MOIY4YUTh, cpaBHUMOE ¢ Opo [I:KeKCOHOM
Popxkepa, v oHU 3TOr0 3acnyxkuBaioT!- Kokopo GhBIpKHYTA U, TIKEJO [Abllla, YTPIOMO CKIIOHUTIa
roJioBy. -ECTb TONBKO ofuH CI1ocob moOUThCs KOpabiisi CTONh BEICOKOTO YPOBHS. TOTBKO OUH CII0C00
IIOJIyYUTh KOPalyb CTOJIb... CTOJIb HEBEPOSATHEIN.- OHa MOMHIIA Tla3a ¥ IPUTBO3UIIA IBYX CBOUX
CypPpPOTaTHHIX CLIHOBEW PEIIUTENbHBEIM B3TIISIAOM, YHCTas CTajIb IPOpe3aaach CKBO3b TyMaH
ankorons. -Utax, s roBopIo... f{ TOBOPIO, YTO MBI BEPHEM TY ITPOKJISITYI0 KOMIIaHUI0 00paTHO K



JKHM3HHU... ellle pas3, TOJIbKO Ha ofuH pa3. Kak pas mocTaToyHO HAmOJIro, 4TOOH JBa MpeeMHuKa Toma,
AtuicO6epr u Kartu ®nam, coOpaiuck BMecTe U mocTpousnu npeeMurka Opo [I:KeKCoHa, MpeeMHUKa
3TOTO MaJIeHbKOro Kopabnis... pagu mpeeMHuKa Pomxepa.

B To BpeMms kak Opauku u AiicOepr oTBOpauruBanuch 0T KOKOpPo CO CMeIIaHHBIM YyBCTBOM CThIA U
pa3gyMui, s caM pa3MBIIISAT Haf ee peubio. Ha Mo¥ B3risiA, 9T0 OblIa caMast oTpsicarouas,
TporaTejbHas ¥ KOIIMapHas Belllb, KOTOPYIO 51 KOTfa-nubo ciblman. IloTpsicaloliye U TporaTelbHbIe
MOMEHTHI OBIJTA JOBOJILHO OYEBUHEI, KOHEYHO, HO YTO KacaeTcs KolImapa...

Moe cepilie yIIIo B MATKH, KOTHa s HabIioman, Kak Macku couyBCcTBUsl Kaky u Kanudun
COCKOJIb3HYJIX Ha MTHOBEeHME, Ha MTHOBEHME, OTKPhIBasi 00HaKEHHYIO CTallb, CKPBIBAIOIIYIOCS TI0T
Hel. A TTOTOM OHM BEPHY/IKCH Ha MECTO, COBEPIIEHHO 6e3yIIpevHEIE.

Kommap nputien B Bufe Toro akta, uTo CII9 HeCOMHEHHO TOJILKO YTO 00HAPYKUJIK CBOIO IIETI, U 5
MIOYTH HUYET0 He MOT C 3THUM IofeiaTh. EQUHCTBEHHEBIM Cc1I0CO0 ITPU KOTOPHIM BCE HE MIPOUOET TakK XKe
TI7I0X0, KaK 3TO OBIJIO B KAHOHE - 3TO €CJIM MBI yObeM 9THX ABOMX MPSIMO 3[IeCh U ceidac, U I HUKAK He
CMOTY 00BSICHUTE 3TO AlicGepry unu OpsHKY, eClTK He CMOTY J0Ka3aTh, uTo oHu CII9. Eciu MbI
HamajgeM Ha HUX, He J0Ka3aB 3TOr0, TO MTHOBEHHO BBI30BEM I'HEB BCET'0 OCTPOBA, M BCE MOMAET TaK
JKe IIJI0X0, KaK ¥ B UCTOpuu. Ecnu g momnbiTaloch pa3o0/1auuTh WX U He N0ObI0Ch yCIexa, I IIPOCTO
Hapucyio 60IbIIyI0 MUIIeHL Ha CBoel cimHe. Y 4ecTHO roBops, HECMOTPS Ha BCE, YTO S 3HAJI 0 HUX,
sl He MOT IIPUAYMaTh HUYEro TaKOro, YTO IMPUBeJo Ovl K ToMy, uTo Yy ®panku u Aiicbepra Obiniu ObI
KaKue-Tu00 MPUYUHB BEPUTh MHE—

- O, pa3Be Canpxu, Yonmep u PoOUH He JOJIKHEI YK€ BEPHYTHCSA? - PacCesiHHO cripocunt JIybou. -4
rosnopeH!

- ...Temeps, KOT{a TH YIOMSHYJ 00 3TOM, 5 He [laBajla MM TaK YK MHOTO [IeHeT, OHM He MOJIKHHI ObLTH
TaK [OJIT0 MPOIafaTh, - 3aMeTu/la HaMu, XMypo Tss B CTOPOHY ropoga. Y B 3ToT MoMeHT ArcOepr
1 OP3HKY 3aCTHUIM U TIOCMOTPENN Ha Hac.

- ...Ilpexpe 4yeM 5 COTNalIyCh... IO3BOJIFTE MHE KOE-UYTO YTOYHHUTD: y Bac B KoMaHae Huko PoOun? -
crpocuit AiicOepr C IIJI0X0 CKPEIBAa€MOM XOJIOTHOCTEIO.

¢ 3amymarcs Ha 9TUM TOHOM B TeUeHHe CEeKYH[IBI, a 3aTeM IIOOaBUII TSXKeJIBIH B3I0X 00/IeryeHus.
910 OBIIIO TO, YTO MHE HYKHO, 3TO OBIIO eQUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOTJIO 3aCTaBUTh 3TUX ABOUX
HeMe[JIEHHO BBHIUTHU M3 YKpbITUS. Ho 5 qoyKeH OBl ObITh OCTOPOKEH.

- [Ta, oHa 4/IeH Hallell KOMaHABl, Halll apxeosior. [ToueMy B CIipalliiBaeTe?- OTBETHI f.
AiicOepr HeCKOIbKO MIHOBEHMI CMOTPEI Ha MEeHs, ITIOTOM IT0KadaJ I'0JIOBOH. - HeT, HHYero Takoro—

- He 3aroBapuBaii MHe 3y0bI, - tepebun 5. - Y Tebs, 04eBUAHO, KaKKe-To IpobieMsl ¢ Pobu... ox,
nopoxnauTe.- 1 o6opBas cebst TPOMKUM ILIETYKOM TajblleB. -I[lai yrafaio: Thl JeMCTBUTEILHO BEPHUIIH
TOMY, YTO TOBOPHUT O HEU MPaBUTENILCTBO, HE TaK JIu?
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