"Kakou 3araflouHblil COH..." — mmogymana bes, Hacnaxaasch IPUATHRIM TEIJIOM BOABI B BAHHOH,
KOTOpas pacciabuiio ee ycTapiIee TeJO.

Ee yxke cobupanuch HaCTUTHYTh, KOTIa ee IOTJIOTUII CBET. B crenyioliee MrHOBEHNE OHa OKa3asach
B CTpaHHOM 37aHuu. O4ueHb OOJBIIIOE ¥ POCKOIIHOE 3[laHKe, IT0X0XKee Ha OBOPEIl. YIuBIeHHAs
BHE3aIlHOU mepeMeHou, ben TyT xke cupsaTanach. OrasggbBasich Ha3ad... BO3MOXKHO, OHa 3ps
OTpaTHUIa OOJIBINYI0 YaCTh BPEMEHH Ha TO, YTOOHI CIIpsATaThcsi. Eciu ObI OHA C caMOro Havajia 3Hauna,
YTO 3TO COH, OHa ObI OCMOTpesach BOKPYT. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, OHa OBl ITOMCKasla efbl; TOJI0aTh
CTOJIbKO [IHe} ObIJIO Y2KaCHO HEMPUSITHO, U... BO3M0XKHO, ymanoch OB CKOpee BCTPETUTHCS C
MaTYILIKON JHH. A erre...

[Tepen Ben crosima Mua Jlyna TuamyH. Ee 6a0yIka, KoTopast BEI3bIBajla HEIIOKOJIe6MMOoe yBaxKeHue Y
BCeX, KOTO OHA 3Haja. M ybell cMepTH BCEM OYeHb He XBaTasio. Ee BHENTHOCTD ObljIa II0X0XKa Ha
BHEIIIHOCTD ben, HO...

"f1, TBos 6abyIKa, KOTOPOM TH BOCXHUIAEIILCS, HUKOTIa He TI03BOJII0 3TOMY 3aKOHYUTHCS".

...B orimuue ot ronoca Ber, ee ronoc OBl HallOJIHEH MATKOM, HO HEITOKOJIEOMMO yBEPEHHOCTHIO,
KOTOpas IPOSIBUAJIach B BUAE MATKOM, o0OHafexkuBalollel yael0Ku. B aToi yiapiOKe Oblia TUXas CUia,
KOTOpas TPoHyJa cepple bern, 1 0Ha IOYyBCTBOBaJa, YTO HEOCO3HAHHO TIHETCS K Hel.

"A-a-a... Tak 310 u ecTs Benukass MyapocTts uMmnepuu..."

Kornma oHa BrepBrle BCTpeTunaa ber, To mpemamoxuia el nedenbe. Korga Ben oTka3anack, OHa
00MaHOM 3aCTaBHJIa €e CheCTh MeYeHbe B TI000M ciydae. M Kak O6yaTo el OBIIIO HEOOCTATOYHO,
yTOORI IIOKA3aTh CBOIO HIEAPOCTh, OHA [aXe MpuBella ben cioma, 4YToOH Ta KCKYIanach.

"Balby1ka, KOTOPYIO 51 BCerZa yBaXkara... 9TO BCe, Ha 4YTO 5 Hajesnach. Temnas... [lobpasd...
HapexHasi... 2Kasb, 4TO 51 He MOTJIa BCTPETUTh ee paHblie. Torga y Hac Obi10 ObI 60JIbIIE BpEMEHH,
YTOOBI TOTOBOPUTE..."

CHauana coH noka3sajcsg ben HeMHOro myraiomuM. Ho Temneps OH cTan 4yAeCHBIM, U el ObII0 Tak
Beceslo. K cBoeMy yIuBIIEHNUIO, OHA YyBCTBOBaJla ce0s CYaCTINBOY — HACTOIBKO CUAaCT/IMBOM, 4YTO
BIIEPBLIE 3a OUEHb-0YEHb [0JIF0e BPEMs, CO OHA CMEePTU MATYyIIKYA OHH U MaTYyIIKYA JJIU3bl OHA CHOBA
CMessace.

"MoxkeT OBITh... MOXKeT ObITh, 9TO IOTOMY, YTO S HUKOTHa He paccTaBajiach C TOPAOCTHIO 3a CBOE
uMs. [ToToMy 4TO 51 mepKajach 3a HEro 0 CaMOro KOHIIA... U B KaYeCTBe IOCeqHel Harpagsl MHE
II03BOJIEHO YBUAETH 3TOT IPEKPACHLIM COH..."

ITocnemHss Harpapga...

Bern peanbHO MOHMMAIA, YTO €e cyasba yxKe mpenpeneHa. [1omas B MIeH, [eBOYKA UMIEPATOPCKUX



KpOBefI, KaK OHa, He cMoXeT XuTh. OHa He 3Hajla, KOHYHUT I OHA Ha T'MJILOTHHE WK YMPET OPYIuM,
YZXKaCalIMuM CII0COOOM... Korpa oHa oyMalia 00 9TOM, TO OPO2KadJla OT CTPaXd...

"Ecnu BO3MOXKHO, 51 X04y ITOOBITH B 3TOM MUPE ellle HeMHOro..."

9TOT Mup OBIT TEIJIHIM ¥ HEXKHBIM. CYaCTIUBLIA MUD, T'Ie ee 6JIU3KHUe ellle XKUBHL... U IPUHSIJIU ee C
PacIpoCTePTHIMU 00BATUSIMU. B cBoeM cepille OHa HCKPEHHe XKejaja, YTOOb OHAa CMOTJIa OCTaThCs B
3TOM MUpe HaBcerga. OmHaKo, BOIPEKH xkemaHusaM ber, meli3ax mepeq Hell Hayan pactBopsarcs. Ee
COH 3aKaHuYMBaJCA... CKOIbKO ObI YIOBOILCTBUS OHA HU II0JTy4HIia, BCe CHIH PAHO UM II03HO
3aKaH4YMBaloTCs. JI0my He MOTJIM OCTaBaThCS B CBOMX CHAX, JakKe eCJId XOTeJIHd OCTaThCs HaBCera.

"Babymika ... 4 OblJIa TakK CYaCT/IMBa, YTO BCTpeTusa Tebs".

3aTeM feBo4YKa ImoTepsaiaia COSHAaHHUE.

—AX...

[Ipocuysimucs, ben 3ameTtnna, uto naayeT. OHa IOCHIENIHO BEITEPIa I1a3a. COH 3aKOHYHUIICS.
Hacrynuna xecrtokas peanbHOCTh. OHa momnaja B PyKH CBOUX IIOXUTUTETIEH, U Telleph OHA B
O0TYaSHHOM TI0JI0KeHuU. B Oe3HamexkHOM cuTyaruu. ConpoTuBieHne Ob10 SBHO Oecroe3nsM. Ho
maxe Tak... OHa MpUroToBUIIach K 6opb0e. Ho TyT OHA BOPYT 3aMeTHIIA...

OHa nexana B MyMKUCTON, yHoOHOM nocTenu. Korga oHa ocMoTpesna cebs, TO yBUAeNa, YTO Ha Hel
npyras ogexna. Ongexpia Ha Hell Oblyla MATKOM ¥ 0UYeHb XOPOIllero Kayectsa. Kpome Toro, oT Hee
MCXOOUT CNTabkIli apoMaT 1IBETOB, YTO OBITIO OYEHBb IIPUSTHO.

"4 ... Y9Tto mpoucxomut?"

—O, TBHI IPOCHYJIACH?

IeBouKa cupesna Ha KpoBaTu u cMoTpesia Ha bern. OHa Bce elre Oblyia OCBellleHa CTabbIM JTYHHBIM
CHSIHHEM Ilepe[ paCCBETOM. JTOT JIyHHBIM CBET IIOAUYEPKUBAJ ee IIPeKpacHbIe IIaTUHOBEIE BOJIOCHL.

—Yro cnyuunocs? [ToueMy TH IJla4els... Halla bes, moxoxe, miakca.

OHa Hak/IOHMNIACh U KOHYMKaMHU IallbIleB OCTOPO2KHO BEITEPIIA CJIE3y B YI'OJIKE I'Ia3a ben. OHa...

—Mua, 6abymka...?



—CecTpa Mua! — moBTOpUIIA IPUHIIECCA YTPIOMO.

"Kak rpy6o! ITomymaTh TONBKO, 51 3KOaja, IoKa OHa BCTAHET, U 9TO IIePBOe, YTO BHLIETENIO U3 ee pra!"

Mpwua cepruTo IITIOXHYJAch PSfoM ¢ Ber.

—OM, a rae MaTyllka JHH?

—VYxe TIIOPpa HAYMHATDL TOTOBUTH 3aBTPAK, ITIO3TOMY S IIOMMPOCHUIIA CIIYCTUTLECSA U IIPUTOTOBUTDH
OOIIOJTHUTEJIBHYIO IIOPIUIO OJIS Tebs. Eie cauikom PaHO BCTABATh. MEI HEMHOT'0 OTOOXHEM 3[€ECh.

—A? B opnHoii mocTenu ¢ 6a0yLIKOH... TO eCTh C TOOO0H, cecTpa? — ronoc ben Kasancs HeyBePeHHHIM,
¥ OHa HEMHOT'O OTCTPAHUIACh, — ... 1 OBl HE OCMEeJIMIIach CAeIaTh 9T0...

—Hy, g He MOT'y TaK BHE3aITHO IIOATOTOBUTE OJIsA TebOs KpPOBaTh, HE TaK nm? Hy'MaIO, ThI MOZK€EIIb II0Ka
BOCIIOJIE30BATECA KPOBATHIO JHH...

Ben npocnenuna 3a B3rasigoM Muu ¥ IOCMOTpeSIa Ha OPYTYy0 KPOBaTh B KOMHATE.

—Kak Hacuert sToro? Ho mucc Mua, pa3Be TH He Cllana Ha Hell HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ha3af?

—...Her. OHpeI[eJIeHHO HeT. B mo6om Clly4dae, eCTh KO€-4TO, 0 4eM A XO0TeJIa CIIPOCUTE.

C aTuMu clioBaMHU IIPUHIIECCA TOTHSIA OfIesi/I0 Hal X rojioBaMu. [[Be MaJeHbKue JeBOYKYU YKPBITUCDH
o7l HAM. 3aTeM, yOeOuBIINCh, YTO WX He CJIBIIIHO, M1a CHOBa CIIpOCHIIa:

—bBer, He Morma OvI TH paccKa3aThb MHe, YTO CITy4HJIOCh ¢ TO60#? Benb Korga st BiepBhIe HAIIlIa
Te0s1, TH He BHITJISIAENa KaK YJIeH UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMBH.

PBaHas ofiexk/a, HEYX0KEHHBIE BOJIOCH, XyIOe TeJo... [laleko He YJIeH UMIePaTOPCKOM ceMbH, OHa
Obl/Ta B y2KQCHOM COCTOSTHUH.

—Wwmnepust TuamyH, UMIepaTopcKkasi CEMbS... UTO CIIYYUIIOCh CO MHOM X MOUMU AETHMU?

besn Monyamna CIXIIKOM OOJTO, IIpexne 9eM IIPOMIeIITaTh:

—Her Gornblile HUKaKoM THaMyH...
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