«IIpocTuTe, HO YTO BHI [Ie/Ia€Te, IEBOUKU?»

BricTprIMU U yBepeHHBIMHU ITaramMu Mua BoIIla B TOJNYy. THOHY OKpyKaiu Tpu AeBylIku. OHa y3Hana
UX KakK Joyepeyd HEMHOI'0 U3BECTHHIX ABOPSH U3 PsAfa HEMHOI'0 U3BECTHHIX CTPaH. AKI[EHT 3/1eCh
fleflaeTCcs Ha «HEMHOTI0».

«A? A KTO... - pa3gpaXk€E€HHO CKa3aJsia IUJep TPOUILL. - Bbl qyMaeTe, 4TO BBl BMEIINBAETECK...»
«B-Baiiie BEICOYECTBO...?»

YcnriaB youBIEHHBIN rojioc THOHEI, IeBYIIKa 3aMojIdalia, ¥ Kpacka COIjia C e€ JIuIa.
«Y-yt0? Bate BricoyecTBO? TH UMeeLIb B BUAY...»

«f menCTBUTENBHO CYUTAI0, YTO (POPMAIbHOCTH B IOpsaKe. Kak B MOTJIH JOTafaThCs, 5
nercTBUTEeNbHO Mua Jlyna TuamyH, npusnecca Mmnepun TuamyH. [IpusgTHO TO3HaKOMUTECS». Mua
clerKa MOTsAHYyJa 3a 100Ky U cheflaia 37eraHTHHEN peBepaHC. IMeHHO Tora COTHEYHBI CBET
oOpyIIMIICS HAa HEE, HaJelINB €€ CUSIOIIe KOPOHOH, ocnenuBIiel 3puteneii. Kak 0yaTo oHa cusia
CllaBOM camou Mmepuu, U AeBYLIKK YyTh He IIOMafalii HUIl Ha MeCTe.

«A Temneps I103BOJIbTE MHE IIOBTOPUTHCS... UTO UMEHHO BHI, I€BOYKH, fiejlaeTe?»
«3M, HY, MH ...»

Vx nuia 6nemHeny ¢ Kaxkaol ceKyHaol. Kak npuHilecca MoryiiectBeHHoi MMnepuu TuamyH, Mua
Obllla eMUHCTBEHHBIM YE€JIOBEKOM, KOTOPOT'0 OHUM HE MOTJIH ITO3BOJIUTh ce0e 0CKOPOUTE... M mpsmo
celyac OHa BHITJISIfIeNIa COBEPIIEHHO Pa3bsIPEHHOM.

HeticTBUTEIBHO, Mua ObllIa Ha TPaHu TOTO, YTOOK B30PBAThCS OT 37TOCTU. MeHbIIIe BCETO OHA XOTela
TIOMOTATh CBOEMY 3aKJISTOMY Bpary, ¥ BCE 3Ke, 3TH JeBYIIKHU IIOCTAaBUIM €€ B CUTYalUIO, KOTMIa y Heé
He OBUIO Ipyroro BeIOOpPa, KPOMe Kak cleflaTh UMeHHO 3T0. [109TOMy OHa CMOTpesia Ha HUX C XKTryden
HEHABUCTHIO.

«MHe moKa3ajock, YTO BbI JOBOJIBHO TPY00 Beu ce0si 10 OTHOILIEHHIO K OMHOMY U3 MOUX
TIOMIIaHHBIX».

«H-coBceM HeT. MBI TPOCTO IOAyMaJsId, YTO, TM, XOTS OHA M3 UMIEPCKOM 3HATH, OHA MMPOUCXONUT U3
611aropogHOTO foMa B 3anpenesnbe, I03TOMY Mbl HallOMUHAIK el, YTo JIto0ble TpyOble IPUBBIYKI
HEJOYCTUMBI B IIPUINYHOM 00O1eCTBE...»

«HyXHO 11 MHe OBTOPSITHCS eIre pa3?»

Bupst, uTo y Heé HeT BhIGopa, Mua corjlacuiachk ¢ TeM, YTO e IPUAeTCs CHIrpaTh CIIaCUTENIbHUILLY.
OpHako 3To OBIJI0O HEOXOTHOE NIPUHSATHE, B Mua Obljla KpaliHe HeBe3yuel. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OHa
HeHaBHeJla IIPOUTPEIBATh - TO €CTh CBOIO KM3Hb Ha TUJILOTHHE - TaK CUJIBHO, YTO OyKBaIbHO
nepeurpeiBaa. [IsITasch MOYyBCTBOBAThL C€05S HEMHOTO JIyUIlle IIOCJIe 3TOT0 BO3MYTUTEIHHOTO
TIOBOPOTa COOBITHH, OHA ITPOAOJIZKajia TOBOPHUTS.

«BupuTe mu, s m00II0 BCeX CBOMX MOANAHHBIX, ¥ TI00I1I0 UX OMMHAKOBO. [laxe peOEHKY OeqHeHIero
HUIIEro He OymeT 0TKa3aHO B Moel mo6Bu. He3aBHCUMO OT TOT0, KTO OHU TaKKe, II0Ka OHU
IpUHaaIexatr MMinepun, s He MOTEPIII0 HUKaKOi HeOPEeKHOCTH 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K HUM».

OnHa uMena B BUAY, 4TO s He IIOMOT'al0 Tuowne, IIOTOMY 4YTO OHaA 0COOEHHAs WJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM poze,



xopoio? [Taxe ecnu OBl OHY M3[€BAJIUCh HaMl KaKOW-HUOYOb HECYACTHOM HUILIEHM, OHA BCE PaBHO
BMeIasiack Obl, 4TO0BI TOMOYb. [10 CyTH, OHa HEeWCTBUTEILHO ToBOpUiIa: «Ilocymai, TH, gypouka!l S
He oOpamaio Ha Te0s BHUMaHus! [ MeHsT Thl HUYeM He OTJINYaelIbCs OT KaKOT0-TO HeCYaCTHOIO
HUIILETOo, IIOHSITHO?»

Temepsb BCE 3TO MOXKET IOKa3aThCS B BHICIIEH CTEIIeHN HEJIOTUYHBEIM. YUYUTEIBas, UYTO OHA BCE PABHO
BMeIIBaach, YTOOH IIOMOYb, [AJIs HEE OBII0 ObI rOpa3fo MPONYKTUBHEE IPOCTO MIPUIOKHUTD BCE
ycunus. OGHaKO A7 9TOTr0 el MoTpeOyeTCsl XOPOoIIo 3aHUMaThCs CiopToM. M Mua He rogunach A
TOT'0, YTOOHI 3aHUMATHCS CIOPTOM. [103TOMY OHa IOBepHYNIachk K THOHE U TOPKECTBYIOLIE
yIBIOHYIach eu.

Xa! A Tebe TonBKO uTO IIOMOTIA. ThI GOMIBIIE HE MOXKEIIL CKa3aTh 000 MHE HUYETO IIJI0X0T0?
VBHI, ynbi6ke Mua cykmeHo OblI0 ObITh HETTPABUIIbHO UCTOIKOBAHO.

TroHa He mpoucxomusa u3 0cob6oro ABOPSIHCKOro pona. E€ men nu3HavanbHO ORI CBOETO pofia
JUOEPOM CPedy CBOUX TOBapHinei-hepmepos. ITocne ycnelHoi 60pb0bI ¢ IPYIIoN 6aHIUTOB OH
TIOJTyYHMJT 3eMJTIO U TUTYJI. ClIeOBaTeNIbHO, OH He POAUIICS, a ObLI IPUHAT BO IBOPSIHCTBO — CBOETO
pofa HyBopuill. XyKe BCET0 ObIJIO TO, YTO PETHOH, THe Xujla TuoHa, OB BKITIOYEH B cOCTaB VMIepun
HaMHOT0 1T033Ke, YeM JPYyTrue PeruoHkl. B pe3ynbTaTe, JUCKpUMHUHAIMSA Obl/la TaM 0e3ymepKHOI.
YacTo ux jaxe He CYUTANIM MOANAHHEIMU MIMIIepuu, He TOBOPS YKe 0 IBOPSHCTBE. «['paxmaHe
BTOPOTO COPTa» - eBa JIX CaMOe CTPaIllHOoe 0CKOpPOIeHne, KOTOPOe OHM KOTHa-Iubo ciibiiiaau. B
IIJIOXKME OHYU MX Ha3hIBAJK KaK YTOMHO, OT «IIOTOMKOB KPEIIOCTHRIX» 10 «KOJIOHUAJIbHBIX KPECThSH».
Bot nouemy Tuona npuexana B CeH-Hoamb. OHa UCIBITEIBaIa CBOE CEPALle, BEIyUMIIa BCe IIpaBUila
IPUINYHOTO 00IecTBa U faxe 3aHsAnach GexToBaHueM. [IeHb 3a JHEM OHa 3acTaBlisiia cebs
COBEPIIIEHCTBOBATHCS, UTOOH 3aTMUTH TeX OIarOPOJHLIX IeBYIIEK, KOTOPHIE Hafl Hell cMesnuch. Uy,
110 KpailiHeu Mepe, 4TOoOLI 0Ha 0oJibIle He Oblsla 06beKTOM uX HacMmellek. OHa X0Tesa, YTOOH eé
IPU3HAJIM PAaBHOM MM, XOTeJIa B3rJITHYTh UM B I'Jla3a ¥ IOHSTh, YTO OHU BUIST Iepef co060i KOro-To,
y KOTO KPOBb TEUET TaK JKe SIPKO, KaK ¥ y HuX. Y TeM He MeHee, MPOIIJIO BCETO MOJIAHS C TeX 0P,
KaK OHa IIpHexasa, a OHa yXke CMOTpeJla Ha pa30uThie OCKOJIKM CBOMX Haflexk[. ['oroca, ux 37100HbIH
TOH, CJIMIIKOM 3HAKOMBIH, IIPOH3aJIH €€ YU U AyIIY.

Eé mup pymmics. OHa 3aKycuiia ry0y ¥ ONyCTHIa B3TJIAL.

[Ipoyias BeChb IyTh CIOf@, OHA IIOJIy4YUJia OTBET: HUUErO He UMEJIO 3HaYeHMs, KaK OHa HU CTapasach.
Huuero ne usmenurcsa. Hu gng Hee, Hu Ang PymonbBOHOB, HU [7d XUTeNer ee rpadcTa. Ux
HUKOTA He CYUTAJIX MTOJHONPaBHEIMU rpaxkaaHamu Mmnepuu TuaMyH, 1 He OYAyT CUATATE.
[TpuHIlECCa OSIBUIACh, KOT/Ia OTUYasgHUE yKe Hadasio CKUMaTh e€ cepare. [10moOHO BCIIBIIIKE CBETA,
pasmensiomiel TebMy, E€ MMnepaTtopckoe BricouectBo Mua Jlyna TuamyH, OmaropogHe#inas u3 3HaTH
u npuHnecca Mmnepuu TuaMyH, Bollla U 3asgBUIa C TPOMKO# yOeXKIEHHOCTHIO, UTO THOHA - «OfHA
M3 MOUX MOAOAaHHBIX» U YTO «HE3aBUCHUMO OT TOTO, KTO OHHM €CTh, II0Ka OHU NpuHagaexkaT ViMmnepuu,
s He TIOTBOPCTBYIO KaKOM-1160 HEBEKITUBOCTH 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K HUM»...

A? Ha ponroe Bpems pa3yM THOHEI OIyCTEIL.

Cnosa Muu npoponxkanu 3By4aTh B €€ F0JI0Be, HO UX 3Ha4eHUe YCKOJb3aio oT Hee. OHa He oxXupjana
HUKAKOM ITOMOIIM, ¥ HUKOTTIa B CBOMX CAMbIX CMEJIHIX MeUTaX OHa He JyMasa, YTO eé TaKxkKe
IIPU3HAIOT NoAfaHHoM MMnepru. 3aTeM oOHa MOPTHYJIA, ¥ QUTypa [eBYIIKY Iepef Heil cTaja YeTye.

«Barrie BrICOUECTBO...»



VneiOka meByIIKy Oblia 00jee HEXKHOM, YeM Ta, KOTOPYIO OHAa KOTfa-Tu6o BUOena.

«.LAX»

Yro-To ynarno c meku Tuonbsl. OHa 3Haa, YTO 3TO cie3a. He moTOMy, 4TO BCS €€ TsAKENas paboTa
oKynunack. He moTomy, 4T0 OHa OTOMCTHJIA CBOMM 00MOYMKaM. JTO ObIIO 13-3a 06elnaHusd -
YBEPEHHOCTH B TOM, YTO KaKuM Obl OECCUTHHEIM MJIM HE3HAYUTETHHEIM Y€JI0BEKOM OHa HU Oblna,
I0Has IIPUHIlecca nepeq Helt OymeT M0OUTH U 3alUINATh €€ KakK OfHY U3 CBOUX. [IpoBefis BCIO CBOIO
JKU3Hb B IPECIeOBaHUM XKeJlaHUs IIPOMOJIXKaTh NOKa3kBaTh ce0e, BIEepPBhIe B XKU3HU OHA
IIO4yBCTBOBasa ce0s... B 6e3onacHoctu. O6eryeHue BHUIMIOCH U3 HE€ TOTOKOM CJIE3, KOTOPHIH,
HECMOTPSI Ha BCe €€ MOMBITKM OCTAHOBUTH €T0, IPOCTO He XOTEJI IIPeKpaIiaTh TeYb.
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