CKOJIbKO BPEMEHHU IIPOIIJIO C TEX IIOP...

T oMKHO OBITH, S 4ACTO HeJooIleHHBaa Jpca. C meTcTBa OH HAaXOMWIICS CO MHOM Ha PaBHBIX - HET, OH
BeJI BCeX Hac 3a co00H, KaK HAaCTOsAIuHN nuaep. Eciu B3rIsSHYTh Ha Hac CO CTOPOHEI, OH HUKOTTIA He
o0Jtafian 0COORIM TaJaHTOM MJIM HEIIOJpaXkaeMbIMU TaJlaHTaMH, KakKue UMenuch y Pebana u ®y. OH u
caM 3TO MPEeKPACHO MMOHKUMAJI, ¥ 9TO 0CO3HAHUe, Ka3asioCh, TOIBKO YCHIIMIIOCH ITOCIIe TIOCTYIIJIEHUS B
Axapnemuio. OH GOJIbINIE HE [ENUIICS C HAMU CBOMMHK MEUTaMH, a TPYCTh U OTYAsIHKUE B €ro Tla3ax
CTaHOBHUJIACH BCE OTUETIINBEE.

4 oTHOCHMIIACh K HEMY CTPOT0 U TpeboBaTenbHO. 4 cuuTasna, YTo ero HIHeIIHero HeJJoCTaTOYHO, U OH
IOJIKeH CTaTh 4eM-TO O0JbIINM, Be[ib B OyAyIeM OH 3aiMeT MeCTO IIOfijie MeHS B KaueCTBe MyXka U
cnenymolinero MMmneparopa 9Toi cTpaHHl. f cTapanach chenaTh ero Jiy4dille B IONbITKaX UCIOTHUTh
CBOM MIOJIT «HEBECTHI».

TeM He MeHee, MHE TOXKe X0TeJIOCh XOOUTh Ha CBUOAHM, KaK 3TO JeJlajii OCTalIbHBIe IIapO4YKH MO€ro
BO3pacCTa. WX He BOJTHOBaA/I0 MHEHHE O6H.IeCTBa, d MHe IIOCTOSIHHO IIPUXOAOUJIOCE CAEP2XKHUBATHCA U
TEPIIETh, II0Ka SpC He CTaHeT JOCTAaTO4YHO CUJILHEIM, YTOOBI HUKTO HE CMEJI 2KaJI0BaThCS.

YecTHO rOBOPSI, HHOTTA CJIy4asiOCh, YTO HEKOTOPHIE HEBUYOHKY IIBITAIUCH COMU3UTHCS C IPCOM, HO...
OM-M, KaK CKa3aTh...

B mo6oMm ciydae, 51 X0TeNla CHavala HOXKOAThCS OKOHUYAHUS AKafgeMuu. TaKoBHI OBIJTA MOU MBICTIH.
OpmHako 9pc 0CTaBaJCs B KAKOU-TO Mepe OOLIYHBIM MaJIbuMKoM, U, CyOs 1o noknagaMm Camus, cpenu
ero Bellel MPUCYTCTBOBAIA HEKOTOPhIE HETIPUCTOMHBIE KHUTU. Ecnu Okl OpcC He BRIAEPKal, S TOTOBa
Oblla YyCTYyIUTh €My B 110601 MOMEHT, ¥ BCe XK€ OH TaK HU pa3y KO MHe U He oOpaTtuiics. Bot mouemy
BpeMeHaMM MeHS My4uia TPeBora.

Pa3Be 9pc He cobupaeTcst pa3BUBATh HAIIX OTHOIIEHUS?

V3-3a HapacTaloIiero 6eCroKoNCTBa, KOTrfa 5 YCbIaa, YTo IPC X0UeT M00eIuTh MeHs, BRIUTPaTh
TYPHUP ¥ B UEM-TO IPU3HATHLCS, Y MEHS CJIOBHO KaMeHb YIIasl C AYIIH, ¥ CYACThE MEPETOIHSII0 MEeHS
HACTOJIbKO, YTO MHE Ka3aJ0Ch, OYATO s BOT-BOT OKAXKyCh Ha Hebecax.

U xorma SpC CTaJI HaCTOJIBKO CHUJIBHBIM, YTO OLOJIEII Pebara, s omeIoMIeHHO 3aMepiliia, B TO XKe
BpeMd OIlyIlasi B cepale OPOXKb. 1;‘IapI::I Spca, KdK MY2KYHUHEI, pa361/1m/1 BI[p66631"I/I MOe TepIlieHue, U 4
OBlna Tak BOCXHIIIE€HA, 9YTO 3aX0TeJla B TOT 2K€ MUI' OKAa3daTbCA B €TI0 00 BATHSX.

Ho 9pc cbexar, ocTaBUB MeHSI HaeIuHe CO CBOMMU MeuTaMu. {1 He MOHUMaIIa, 4YTo mpoucxogut. OH
HEOXUIAHHO yaapul jiopaa Xupo. OH SBHO ObIT B OTYASTHUM, @ BCE KPYTOM TOBOPHIIH, YTO IPC
MCIT0/Ih30Bas cuity norubiero Bemukoro Koposst eMoOHOB.

B Akapemuu s Bcerfa Oniia psigoM. TpyaHO CKa3aTh, CKOIBKO pa3 3a BCe 3TO BPEMS MBI IIPOBOJUIN
TPEeHUPOBOUHEIE 60U. FIMEHHO I09TOMY 5 3HaJla ero CUJy JIy4llle, 4yeM KTO-Tu00 MHOM, - Nydllle, YeM
Cagu3s. Y Bce ke gaxe g He forafbBagach, HACKOJIBKO CUJIBHEIM OH CTall.

OueBHIHO, C HUM YTO-TO IIPOM3OIIIIO, IT0KA S He 3aMedasa. TeM He MeHee, CKOJIbKO OBl 51 Hi
IBITaIaCh €T0 IOHSATh, HUUEro He I0JTy4anoch. BOT mouemy s rHajlach 3a HUM.

He vuMeeT 3HauYeHUs, KAKOM KEHOM S CTaHY, S TOYHO He OyOy OTCUKUBATLCS B CTOPOHE.
— OuaHc... Het. [Ipunecca, octaBbTe HaM OUCKHU Ipca.

— O yeM BbI roBOPUTE, NTegu Maam? Kak cymnpyra, 6pocusu 6b BE Myka, eciii 661 OH cOexan u3



moma’?

— Ox... U 51, u Xupo, u gaxe Ero BenuyecTBo... MBI HafiesINKCh, YTO KOTAA-HUOYOL 3TO IPOU30UIET.
M&I TOBOPUIY JIUIIL O HAIIMX MeYTaX, HO He IIOHUMAaJIX, YTO OHU IIPUHAJIeXKal TOJIbKO HaM. MEl He
oOpallaayd BHUMaHKS Ha YyBCTBa Jpca...

— Yto?
— MHe mpaBpa xkab. MbI TOCTYIIUIY TJIYTIO, IIO3BOJIUB BaM 00PECTH JIOKHbBIE OXKUJAHUS. ..
Ia yXk, 5T maxke 3acTaBUJIAa CBOIO OYAYIIYI0 MaTYIIKY 3a MEeHSI OECIIOKOUTHCS.

¢ ToHsIa, YTO OHA TOBOPHUIIA ITPO CJIOXKUBIIYIOCS CUTYyaluio. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, B PE3yJ/IbTaTe CBOUX
IEeNCTBUM OPC BHI3BAJI THEB KHUTEJIEN CTONMUIIL, U TElleph eMy OelCTBUTENIbHO TPYOHO OBII0 OB CTaTh
MouM MyxkeM. HUKTO He 1103B0oJuI OBl MHE BCTYIUTDh C HUM B OpakK, yUUTHIBAs BO3MOXKHEIE
TPO6IIEMBI.

— HeT HyX bl TOBOPUTD JTUIIHUX CJIOB, Tegu MaaM.

— IlpuHnecca...

— 41 Bemb ¥ MTpaBHa HUYEro He 3Haja 00 Ipce. ITO BeIUYaias ommbKa B MOeH XKU3HHU.
[ToueMy Ipc Tak nocTynun? YTo ¢ HUM CIIy4usIoCh?

Tak unu vHaYe, MyCThle Pa3MBILIITIEHNUST OECCMBICTIEHHH], BeIb OTBETA S TaK He Moay4yy. becnone3no
celyac AyMaThb O IIPOIIJIOM.

— Ho nycTb s He 3Hasa, C 3TOr0 MOMEHTA S TOCTAapaloch ero y3HaTh. He uMeeT 3HaUYEeHUsI, YTO OH
cHenan Uy cOoefiaeT, YTo OBl Apyrue 0 HeM HU JyMaJlH, S HUKOTTIa ero He OCTaBII0. f HU 3a 4TO He
craMcs.

Hamra B3auMHast mo00Bb OeclieHHa. Hac y:ke M0xkKHO OBIJIO Ha3BaTh IIAapOH, ¥, KaK HACTOSIIYIO Mapy,
HacC He pasfensaT HUKaKue HeB3rofabl. KcTaTu roBOpS, MONTy4aeTCs, MBI Y2Ke MOYTH MyXK U KeHa.

— Hert-Her. 4 uMero B BULy, 4TO IPC... 3M-M, KaXXeTCs, He AyMaeT O IIPUHLIECCE... KaK 0 XEeHIINHE.

— Ia, s monuMalo. Torga g Haly ero ¥ CHOBA 3aCTaBIII0 B MeHs BIIOOUTHCS. BBl 3Ke He MPOTUB,
BEPHO?

— IlpuHnecca!

— BHI Xe He gyMaeTe, 4TO I OTKaXyCh OT CBOMX HamepeHui? JI1o00Bb He ObiBaeT 6€3 MPensTCTBUN, U
IIOCJIe MX IIPEOOOIeHNsI OHa Pa3ropaeTcs TOIBKO cunbHee. UmeM, moiiMaeM Jpca!

Bupumo, Maam Tak 060 MHe GeCIIOKOMIIachk, YTO CKa3aja, 0yaTo Opc MeHs 60Jblile He TIO0UT.
HaBepHsika OHa HAMEPEHHO MHEe COJIraja, YTOOb OTTOBOPUTD OT MIPECTIeOBAHUS, HO S yKe He
pe0OeHOK U HU 3a YTO He IOIafyCh Ha I0J00HbIEe YIIOBKHU.

Harmry ¢ 9pcom cBg3b He 060PBET HUKTO ¥ HUYTO.
W TONMBKO MBI BIIEPBBIE MEPECEKIUCEH C IPCOM...

— 4 ke cka3sana Tebe MomoxkmaTh, Ipc!



3acTaBUTh XKEeHINUHY IIPpeciiegoBaTh TeOs... [Toxoxe, mo3xe CliegyeT BCephe3 3ayMaThCA O
nmogxogsiameM HaKa3aHUHU.

4 BeIKTagbIBaiach Ha IIOJIHYIO, YTOOKI €T0 OOTHATh, HO CKOJIBKO Onl Hu Oexkaja, HUYero He
IIOJIy4aJIOChb.

— W moyeMy ke OH BOPYT KUHYJICSA HapyXKy U Hadan 6exkaTh? KTo BH Takue? § ellle HUUEro He 3HaIO,
HO...

— Yto?!

[To61M30CTH pa3nascs 3BOHKUH JKEHCKUI TOJIOC, ¥ S OIYTHJIA Ybe-TO MPUCYTCTBHE. CTOMIIO HaM
TPOUM OT HEOXKHUIAHHOCTH OCTAHOBUTHCS, KaK B TOT K€ MUT TPU KOPOTKUX KJIMHKA BOH3UJIUChH B
3eMJIIO TIPSIMO Tlepef HaMu.

— Kto 3gecy? [IposiBu BeXJIUBOCTSH, @ He Hallafau U3 TeHu!

— OT10 KyHau? BouH-HUH[34!

— Kt0?

Korpga s mopmHsa ronoBy, Ha I'/1a3a [ONacs XXeHCKUY CUTydT, CUAALIUY Ha BETKe NepeBa.

— 4 BoBce He cobupaachk IPOSIBNIATh HeYBaxKeHNe, OQHAKO YYBCTBa AOPOTOr0 IS MeHs BaxKHee, TaK
YTO 51 BMeIIaloCh ¥ 3aJepxKy Bac 37eCh.

— Yero?..

[Iepen HamMu BHe3allHO BO3HUKJIa TAaUHCTBEHHAs YePHOBOJIOcasd AeByllKa. OHa ABHO HaMepeBasach
IIOMeIIaTh HaM [IpeciienoBaTh Jpca... Kakue y Hee ¢ HUM OTHOLIEHUA?

— II-goporou?

— HimeHHO. MBI BCTPETUIIMCH COBCEM HEaBHO, HO OH OYKBAJIbHO 3aXBaTHUJI MOM Pa3yM CBOUM
obastHueM. U ... BmoOunach B Hero 0o 6e3ymusi.

A?..

— Ho, KOHe4YHO, Mbl 3HAKOMBI CIMIIKOM MaJsio, a I He X04y IT0Ka3aThCs eMy CIIUIIKOM HaBI3YUBOU U
JIETKOMBICJIEHHOU XKEHIIMHOU, IIPeCyIeAyollel ero o msaTaM U XXUBYIIEW TOIbKO CeTOOHSAIIHUM
nHeM. [ToaToMy MHe OCTaeTCs JIUIIb MOOAEPKUBATh €r0 U TIOMOraTh U3 TeHH, KaK U JeNCTBYIOT
muHOOU. Tak 4To g He JlaM BaM ITPOUTH [aJIbIIle.

Ioporou? [I-moporoiu?! JTa neB4oHKA!..

— O, YTO TH Hecellb? {1 MOHSITHS He UMeI0, YTO MMPOU30III0 MeXay To60M 1 IpcoM, HO He CMel
KPYTUTBHCS BOKPYT MOero Myzxka! Mbl ¢ HUM ObITA OPY3biMu ¢ geTcTBa! Omno3paBIiye OOIKHBL
OepxKaThbCsAd B CTOPOHE!

Ee cnosa 3acrtaBisanu MeHs ApoxKaTh. Bce BHYTpU CIIOBHO KHUIEJIO. DTa KOILIKA-BOPOBKaA
BO3HaMepUiach pa3ayduTh Hac C IPCOM...

— Myx? W 3HaKOMEI C feTCTBa... A, siCHO. BOT 0HO 4ToO...



— O yeM TBI TOBOPUIIL?

— Tol ero nepBas m000Bb. Ta, YTO 10 CHX ITOP 3aHUMAET ero Cceplle.
— Ia, Touno! UmeHHO 5!

— Xa-Xa-xa, IOHSTHO...

Ko1rka-BopoBKa OrJisiiesia MEHS U yIOBIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJIA, OYOTO B 4eM-TO YOEOUBIIKCH, TIOCTIE
Yero SI3BUTEJIbHO XUXUKHYJIA.

— He uMeeT 3HaueHUs, Kak CUIbHA MOs JII000BE, Hallle BpeMsi, IPOBeIeHHOE BMeCTe, OBOJIbHO
marso. Ecnu cymecTByeT feByIIKa, K KOTOPOX y HETO laBHUe YYBCTBA, XU KOTOPYIO OH HE MOXKET
3a0bITh... ECu 3Ta meByIIKa choeylaeT ero c4acTIuBee, YeM f, S yMajia Mojida OTOUTU B CTOPOHY,
HO...

— Yto? Kakoro uepra?

— IIpoury mpoiieHus, HO HeT. He xouy nmoka3aThcs Ipy0o0H, Thl, KOHEYHO, KpAcuBa, Ia U IPymb... HY,
COUMET, ¥ BCe e CUUTATh, YTO MOXKEIIb H00eIUTh. ..

— Yero?

B TOT MOMEHT s OCO3Hasa: IT0Ka [AJIUJIach 3Ta CTPaHHAs May3a, OPC YXOMUII BCe fasblile U JasiblIile.
Ho ecnu s MpoCTO MOMBITAlOCh TPOUTH MUMO ¥ IIPOMTHOPUPOBATH 3Ty NEBYIIKY, OHA CHOBA BCTAHET
Ha HameM myTd. Pa3 oHa cTaja [Jis Hac BparoM, ee Hy>KHO OBITI0 mOOEOUTh 3[eCh U cerlvac.

— 9pc cTan TakKuM IONYISPHEIM. ..
— ManeHbKHH TOCHIOOUH...

YecTHO rOBOpS, CUTyalus SIBHO He II03BOJIsI/Ia TPATUTh BpeMst Ha pa300pKu C 3TOM [IeBYIIKOM, U BCe
JKe MOM YyBCTBa, KaK XKEHIIKUHbI, TOBOPUIIH OMIHO:

— Hudero He nopenath. MaTy1ika, s 0CTalOCh.
— Ox, moxoxe, TyT BO3HUKIIO HEKOTOPOe HeJOIOHUMaHue HacuyeT IepBoy II00BU U BCEro Momo0OHOT0.

MHe Hemnb3s cOeraTh OT 9TOM AeBYIIKU. Ee momxkHa mobeguTh UMEHHO 1, a He jegu Maam unu Camus.
Tonbko 1.

— BrI nmodimeTe manbiie 3a IpcoM. f 0 Helt m03a00vyCh.
— Ilpunnecca?!
OHU COMHEBAINCh U HEe XOTeNMu UATU 0e3 MeHsI, 3T0 OBIJI0 OUEBUIHO.

— JT10 npuka3! M He MOXKeM I03BOJIUTEL cebe CHOBA MOTEPSTh Jpca! Brl MOIXKHEI €TI0 IorHaTh, a S
HaKaxXy 9Ty KOILIKY U CKOPO K BaM IIPUCOEIUHIOCH!

— Ho npuniiecca...

— KT0, Kak Bul AymaeTe, g Takas?! Eciu MbI ero yIyCcTUM, BCe HaAllld YCUTIUAS YUAYT BIYCTYIO!



— Tormga g Toxe OCTaHYCbk. He3zaBucumo ot OGCTOHTGHBCTB, MEI HE MOZXKEM OCTABUTh IIPUHIECCY 0e3
3AlIUTHI.

— 41 cama co BceM pa3bepych! Hert, s1 MpoCTo moixKHa 3TO cAemnaThk! BrICTpee, MOIIeBETUBAUTECH,
VHa4ye OH yumeT! ITO geo Moer TOPAOCTH - He KaK MPUHIIECCH], a KaK KEeHIIUHEI!

— JI-nagHo, g MoHsMa, npuHIlecca. Ho 6ygbTe 0CTOPOXHLL. Hu K 4eMy 3aX0OQUTh CIIUIIKOM aieko!
HaMepeHHO TIOOYEPKHYB CBOU CJI0BA MIPUKA30M, s OTIIPABUIIA UX HaJIbIe.

— Taxk, IocTonTe, HUKTO OTCIOMA HeE...

— WimenHo. Thi Gosibllle HUKOTTA He TPUOTU3UIILCS K IPCy.

— A?!

— [Umnepckoe Konve: dpocTasiil Knug]!

C mukum IIOPEIBOM BE€TPa 4 BBI6p0CI/IJ'Ia BIiepeq HaKOHEYHUK KOIIbsi, HO OHa MIT'HOBEHHO YKJIOHHMJIACh
OT MoeM aTaku. CTOMIO OTHATh €l HONMKHOe, KOe-KaKuMHU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH OHA BCE JKe O6J'I8.I[8.J'Ia.

— HckycctBo Betpa!
— Yro?..
— [O6naxatomee CkpriToe JIio6oBHOE [I31011y]!

AtakoBaJsa B YKJIOHeHUu? JT0 Marud? HeT, He omlyIaw HUKaKOM Marudeckou cuisl. Betep? Ho s
IIOYyBCTBOBAJIa BCETO JIUIIb CJ1aboe AYHOBEHKE § CBOMX HOT...

Kakoro uepra?!
— HO-106ka... ThI 4YTO TBOPWUIIH, a?

Mos 100Ka HeMHOT0 3afipanach. TeM He MeHee, MOUM MIPOTUBHUKOM ObljIa TaKas ke eBYIIKa,
II03TOMY 51 He 0000 TPEBOXKMIIACh, 3aMeTHIa JIu OHa MOe HUXKHee OeJlbe UK HET.

— O, He Genble... Ero BKYCH IOBOJIbHO CHEPKAHHEIE.
— A-a-a?!

— Kpowme TOr0, 1IeIK SIBHO KaUYeCTBEHHBIM. UTO-TO I COMHEBAIOCh, HACTOSIIas OHa e UK HeT.
OHY rOBOPUJIM YTO-TO IIPO IIPUHIIECCY...

— I, morogu-Kak cekyHmy! YTo BooOIIIe MPOUCXOMIHUT...
Bxycel 9pca? O yeM THI BOOOIIE TOBOPHUIIH?
— A THI He 3Haems? Ero mobuMoe 6esibe - 6enoe. KctaTu, He Tak JaBHO OH BHUIEN MO€.

9pc u... Tpycuku?! M-M0oKeT OH KOTHa-TO BUENT MOH, [TOKa S He 3aMedara, HO... eMy IIpaBaa
HpaBsTCs Oenkie? §1 B-Be[b MPOCTO CITyYadHO Hajesa ceromHs yepHeie! HeT, Het, cTom! YTo BaxkHee,
KaAKOT'0 IbsIBOJIa IPC CMOTPEII Ha Ybe-To GeJibe, KpoMe MOero?!

Haka3aHue IIpoCTO Hen30exKHO.



C opyro# CTOPOHEI, Hallla ¢ OpcoM J1t000Bb OblNla OOIbINE MITaTOHUYECKOM. My, TouHee, g He
HACTOJIPKO €My OTKpBIBajlach. MOXKeT, UMEHHO ITO3TOMY JPC TaK YacTO ITPOBOIUI BPEMS CO CBOMMHU
HEIIPUCTOMHBIMU KHUTaMU?

Hy, S COBCEM He IIPOTHUB II0KAa3dTh €My CBOH, €CJIM OEeJI0O TOJILKO B 3TOM.

Xy-xy-xy... Ecii OH yBUIUT Moe 6efibe, Y Hero MOXKeT ITOMTH HOCOM KPOBb, ¥ OH TOYHO Ha MEHS
HaOpOCUTCS... Y eClut 3TO CIYYUTCS... XU-XU-XU. ..

AX, magHO, TIOKa CTOUT COCPEenoTOYMUTECS Ha 3TOU Ppa3BpaTHHUIIE.

— J:[eB‘-IOHKa, YbHM 3aIIPOCHI BRIXOOAT 3a I'PAHB €€ IIOJIOKEHN ... 4 3acTtaBimo Tebs KPEIIKO 3alIOMHUTE,
K 9Yb€MY MYZKYKWHE TEI IIEITACIIbCSA HOI[6I/ITB KIJIMHBA.

— TloTepstiicst Tak OBICTPO, KaK TOJILKO MOXKEIIb, I 130aB/Ii0 JOPOTOTo OT MOCAXKIAOIINX eT0
IPU3PAKOB IIPOIIJIOTO.

Brino ImpeaejibHO ACHO, YTO HX O KaKOM KOMIIPDOMHKCCE HE MO2XKET OBITH U pedn. Kaxmas ¢
COOCTBEHHBIMH YyYBCTBaMH, MBI BCTYIIUIIN OPYT C APYT'OM B IIPOTHBOCTOSAHHE.

— Yro Xk, a1 x0T ObI cupolry TBoe uMs. Kak Tebs 30ByT?
— [MMurO0Oy CTOYK.

— BoT kak. A 1...

— 3naro. TH XKeHIIMHA U3 ero Meicien, Canus.

—A?.

Yero?..

— Omu6mach?

[Touemy oHa npuHsana MeHs 3a Cagus?

U noueMy y Hee TakKO¥ IyCTOU YAUBJIEHHBINA B3rJIAL? DTO YTO, KAKOE-TO HeJlelloe Hefopa3dyMeHue?
— B mobom cnyyae, 3pc...

— Touyno. Tak unu nHaye, JOPOTOK...

ME&I B Ty Ke CEKYHIy NPULIIHN B ce0s ¥ IPUTOTOBUIKNCE K 0010.

— ...Moti!

OTKa3aBUIUCH YCTYNaTh, Mbl OPOCUIINCH OPYT Ha ApyTa, ¥ TOTAA... CIIYyYUIOCh 3TO.

— Her... OH TOJIbKO MOM!

— Yro?!



— 3HalTe CBOEe MEeCTO, MaJIeHbKIe YeI0BeUeCKUe IeBUOHKH.

4 moHsa, 4TO TePs CO3HAHUE.
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