PeBan IIOCMOTPEII BBEPX, Ha AaCTEPOUOBI, KOTOPEIE BCE €Il1e HAaIlIPaBJIAJINCh K CTAHIIUH.
HWMeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3faliCa 3BYK CBETOBOI'O M€4a, BPE3aBIIEroCsAa B B3PEIBO3AIlIUTHEIE IBEPH.

MacTep-JIKenai 3axKer CBOM CBETOBOW Med, KakK ¥ BailnuH, 1 BCKOpe II0CTie TOro, Kak JHTO
3aKOHYMJI CJIeAyIOIIe HeCKOIbKO BBOJIOB M KOMaH... To &Ke caMoe chefal ¥ OH, aKTUBUPOBAB CBOU
KJIMHOK COOKY.

PeBaH OrNsiHYJICS Yepe3 IJIe40 Ha OpyKue MaJlbuyiKa, BUMAS, YTO XOJIOM, UCXOMSIIUN OT OPYXKus,
BBEI3BAJI Y HETO JIIOOOIEITCTBO. XOTS OH TaKXkKe BUOEJ OpYyxKue BalyiuH, KOTOPOe BHITJISIAENO0 TakK, OyaTo
OHO OBIJIO B OTHE. JTO OPYKHUe, OHU OBIIM CUJIBHO HACTPOEHH U UX (POKYCUPYIOIINE KPUCTAJLIbI
pPenKu.

- [JOBOIIbHO MHTEPECHBIH BHIOOD... - PEBaH 3aroBOPUII ITOM MacKOM, CHOBA ITOBEPHYBIIKUCH JIUI[OM
Brepen. [loBenutens CUTOB, Ka3a10Ch, BEIKUJI, ¥ OH MOT 4YyBCTBOBaTh UX Ha OPYTOU CTOPOHE.

Pe3kum gBUXKEHUEM PYKHU OBEPh OTKPBIJIACh, U 03afadyeHHbIM JIopa CUTXOB IIarHysI Ha MOCTUK,
IepXka B pyKe aKTUBAPOBAHHBIM CBETOBOU Mey.

-Xm? - [ToBenutenb CUTOB OB 0T B HOCIEXH U IIJIEM, B KOTOPBIH, BEPOSITHO, OBLI BCTPOEH
ObIXaTeJIbHBIN anmnapart. -I'pu [Ixkenasa? 4 4yBCTBYIO TOJIBKO ABOUX U3 Bac... - X B3r/IA[
IIePeMeCTHIICST Ha OBIBIIET0 IIOBEJIUTEST CUTOB.

- 910 noppasnenenue HK, kotopoe Tel yHUYTOXKUIIL... OH IpefaHHO XKajl TPUCTa JIeT. 4 Mory
BOCCTAHOBHUTH €70, HO 9TO OyZET yXKe He TO, - PeBaH CMEHUJI 1103y C TEMHO-()UOIETOBEIM CBETOBEIM
MedoM. - Pa3Be TH He BUOUIIL, YTO THI HE Ha TOM CTOpoHE? MMIIepaTop-3TO CMepPTh OJist Te0s, [JIs
MeHS, [JIS BCey rajlaKTUKH!

- [Tocnymati cebs! Ecnu BBl UCTIONB3yeTe TUTEUHBIN 3aBOT 11 YHUUTOXKEHNS MUJIINAPHO0B, TO YeM
BHI ntyute? - Jlopg CUTXOB, Ka3aloCh, TOBOPUTI C COBECTHIO, YTO YAUBUIIO DHTO OOJIbIIIE BCETO, OHU He
ObLIM BCe M3BpAlleHbl U UCIIOPYEHH], KaK Ka3asocCh.

PeBan IIOBEPHYII TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEIJI Ha MaJIbYUKa4, KOTOpBIfI Telnepb CTOAII PAOOM C HUM. OH maxe
He IMMO4YYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK TOT CABHUHYJICA C MeCTa.

3ateMm Mactep-/I:xkenai mepeses B3rsn Ha CuTxa, - IIaH u3MeHuncs. Pecrnybiuka... Mmmepus
CUTXOB, OHM He OYIyT KOHTPO/IMPOBATh IMTENHLIH 3aBO/I. Bce 9TH cCMepPTH U pa3pylIeHus
0eCCMEBICTIEHHEI, €CJTH OHU [aXKe He MOT'YT JOCTHYh Balllero UMIlepaTopa. A Temeps cnaBaics CUTXY,
WM TTOTHOHEITh TaM, TOe CTOUIIIH!

Cnerka mpuIonHsB ronosy, [ToBenutens CUTOB JeaKTUBHPOBAJI CBOM COOCTBEHHBINM KPACHBIN
CBETOBOM M€Y, IT0Ka OHU CMOTpPeNnu Ha (PIoT Haf TOJI0BOM.

- He Bcex CuToB co0na3HsIeT TeMHas CTOPOHA CHIIHI, 5T IPEII0KUII paboTaTh pPSnoM ¢ ToOOH, a He
npoTtuB TeOs... Ho TEI 0TKa3an MHe, yTBepXKaas, uTo Tebs IpefaBajIu CIUIIKOM MHOTO pas.

- 910 B npupoge CUTOB-TIpefaBaTh OPYT APyra, BOT noyeMmy umiepuss CUTOB He IPOREPKUTCS AOJITO,
- IPOM3HEC JHTO YBEPEHHBIM TOHOM, €ro0 I'jia3a Cy3uIuch Ha Curxe.

Yka3eBasg Ha JHTO, CHUTX ITOKadaJsl I'OJIOBOH.

- TBoe BbICOKOMepHE MOTryOuT Te0s1, I0HOIIa. THl He 3HAElllb, YTO 3HAYUT OBITH CUTXOM.



- Nwil Tarm. [13Boin macotkyH. Chatsatul Shasotjontl my tylk.... - 9HTO mpHUIYyPHUIICS, TISIOS Ha
[ToBenutena CuToB, KOTa TOT eKIaMUPOBaJ y4eHWe CUTOB Ha I3bIKe CaMUX CUTOB, - TIOKbOHTY
maTtcaTyl Hy Munsad. MunBaHIXKOHTY LIATCATYJI HY Alla. AIIaUOHTY KOUBUHOT Uiy HysK. BOHOKII
KbsiCMK MOHaxXUHS.

Peran u IToBenuTtens CUTOB OGHOBPEMEHHO IIOCMOTPENHM Ha JDHTO, KOT{la OH IIJTaBHO IIPOU3HEC 9TU
CIIOBa.

BoiinuH He BHUeNla B 3TOM HHYEro 0COOEHHOT0, KpOMe TOT0, YTO 3TO OBLI SI3LIK, KOTOPOTO OHA He
IIOHKMaJIa.

[TockombKy B KOMHaTe OB BO3AYX, U CTAHIIUS Pa3repMeTU3UpPOBaIach B TOT MOMEHT, KOTHA 9TH
IBEPHU OTKPBUIUCH A1 Hero. CUTX CHSIJI MacCKy CO CBOETO IiyieMa, 00HaKKWB KPACHYIO KOXKY U OCTPHIE
YCUKHU Ha IO00pofiKe, IeKe U nopbopoake. YuCTOKPOBHEIM CUTX C TOPSAIIMMHU KEJITBIMU TTla3aMu
CMOTpEIN CKBO3b MaJlbuuKa.

- BuI Tpoe yMpeTe 31eck...
HWwmenno Torma ITosenutens CHTOB CHOBa aKTHBUPOBAJ CBOM CBETOBOW Med.
SHTO LIENTKHYT I3BIKOM 110 3y0aM: "mycTas TpaTa CJIOB..."

- He cnumrkom ropauchk co6ol, 1oHoma. PeBaH pBaHyJICs BIleper, mepXka OpyKue HaroToBe B
OTKPBITOM IO3UIMHU ATapy. BEIIO SICHO, KaKoii CTHIL 0051 OH cOOMpaeTCs MUCII0JIb30BaTh.

OHTO yOpas OmHYy PYKY 3a CIUHY, IPUHSB 03y Makailu.

BaiinuH e, HalIPOTHUB, BEITSHYJIa CBOIO CHJIOBYIO IHKY, lepXka ee mmepex co00i, T0TOBas CpaXKaThCs
Ha PacCTOSTHUM. DTH [IBOE MOCIeq0BaIu 3a PeBaHOM, ITOYTH BIIJIOTHYIO.

[ToBenuTens CUTOB OTpa3ui epByio OaTapeo aTak PeBaHa, HO DHTO ycIesn IHYTh ero B 60K. Korga
OH ITOBEPHYJICS, YTOOHI IOJOUTH K MaIbuMKy, €r0 0OTOPOCUIIO Ha IIaTHOPMY CUIIBHEIM TOTYKOM.

[Tpuzemnupmuch Ha 60K, [ToBenuTens CUTOB Cell ¥ IIOCMOTPENT Ha MOJIOAYIO AEBYIIKY, OHETYI0 TOYHO
TaK ke, KaK JHTO.

- CTpaHHO... - OH NIPUILIYPHUJICS, TJISAS Ha AeBYIWKY. OmMHAKO OH OBICTPO BCKOYMIT Ha HOTH, HEIPHYB
Ha3ajl, 4ToOsl n30eXkKaTh IONLITKY PeBaHa MPOH3UTH €0 IMPLIXKKOBOM aTaKOH.

[TpuzemnuBIKch Ha HOTHU, CATX IepeBesl B3rJIA Ha MO3ULKAI0 JHTO. OTO BHITJISAAENIO TaK, CJIOBHO OH
mofpazkas MaCTepy-aya3IsaHTy. 3aTeM ero B3TJIAf IepeMecTUsICsa Ha BaunuH, TOTOBYIO IPOTKHYTh €0
CBOel UKOM. - ATapy, Makamu u noib30BaTelb CBeTOBOro Meya [lavk?... HenpensupneHHas
KOMOUHAIINS. ..

- CgaBaiics, Cutx! 910 TBOU mocnenHuy maHc! - PeBaH Kpemue cxaJjl CBOe OpyXKUe.

- Hukorpa...- CUTX HEIPHYJI K MacTepy-gKenaio, HU3K0 IPUTHYBIIUCH, YTOOH yaapuTh ero. OH Toxe
ObLT Upe3BEIYaliHO 0IM30K K 3TOMY, HO 9TOMY He CYXKeHO OBIJIO CIIyYUThCS.

Opuako PeBaH cesan HECKOJIBKO IIaroB Ha3af, BEITYCTHUB BOIHY MOJTHUM.

IBurasce, 4ToOH MOJHSITh PYKY B CBOIO 3amuTy, CUT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI AaBlieHNE, yIepKUBAOIIee ero
Ha MecCTe.



- Yt0?... - OH mepeBen BTSN Ha DHTO M IEBYIIKY, OHKA 00a mepKasu ero HeMmoABUKHO. [faxke ecnu
OH OTBJIEYET OJHOTO, APYToi OyHeT MPOmoIKaTh YIepKUBATh ero. - OTIyCTUTe MeHs!

- CuTXHY MPOBAJIUIIKA CBOI0 MHCCHIO 110 TPHOOPETEHHUIO TUTEHHOI'0 3aBOofia .- PeBaH 3aroBOPHUII, OH
IIPOMOJIKAJT BEITYCKATh MOJTHUK Ha 3aXBaueHHBEIX CHTX0B, KOTOPBEIE M30 BCEX CHUJI MEITAIKCh
BEIPBAThCs. OmHaKO 61arogapst AByM MOAPOCTKAM ¥ X HEHOPMaJIbHOU CUJIE B CUJIE, CUTXH
IIPOMOIKAK TEPIETh Heymayy.

- 9TO TBOM IOCJIEMHUH ITAHC cOaThes! - [Jo6aBUII DHTO C KPUKOM 3JI00HL.
Tuxo 3apeiyaB, CUT IOYYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €r0 CO3HaHKE YCKOIb3aeT, KaK U BCE BOKPYT HEro.

Bonb, MBEICTTE O HeyOade, BCEIIOTJIOIIAI0IIasd HEHABUCTh K IXKeOasaM... IHaxe IIp1 TOM, 4TO OH
IMOAIINTHIBAI cebs OMOIIUAMHU U CTPACTAMHU CHUTXA, 3TO JaBaJi0 EMY O4YEHBb MaJIO0 CHUJIBL. Ho sToro 6v110
HEeJOoCTAaTO4YHO II0 CPABHEHUIO C T€M, YTO YOEPZXKHUBAJIO €T0.

- { HuKorga He cmaMmcs mkemasgM! Baita SICHOCTD - 9T0 10XKb! CuTxu mobefdaT, C IUTEHHLIM 3aBOIOM
unu 6e3 Hero, BH Bce norubHere! mmepaTop yobeT Bac Bcex... - OH COCPeIOTOUMIT CBOM B3TJISAM Ha
SHTO, OIYCTUB CBOI CBETOBOI MedY, KOTla TOT leaKTUBHPOBAJICS CaM. - BbIcOKOMepue moryouT Teos.

[TokayaB r'0JIOBOM, CUT IIPOIOJIZKaJl TOBOPUThL MY, UTO OH caM cebst moryouT. ITo He OBITIO TOX0XKe Ha
TO, YTO OH OTKA3BIBAJICS OT 3TOT0, BHICOKOMEpPHE ¥ HeBEXKECTBO ObUIM IPUUYMHON CMEPTH OJIST MHOTHX.
[ToueMy ke B OOUH ITPEKPACHEIN IeHb Bce OYIET MO-apyroMy?

- XM... 9TOTO HE CIIy4YUTCs, 110 KpaiiHel Mepe CerogHs.

YK CTOKPOBHBIM CUTX HEYKI/IIOXKE yIajl Ha KOJIeHHU, KOTa ero 0CBOOOAMIIM, a 3aTeM yIaa Ha 00K,
TIOTEPSIB CO3HaHHKeE. BCKOpe 1ociie 3TOro B KOMHATY BIeTeJl CTPOUTEIbHBIN APOH, €T0 PyKa
TIOTSIHYJIaCh BHM3, CXBATHUJIA CUTXOB ¥ CTAIIMIIA UX C MIAaTHOPMEL.

- YTo THI C HUM [ieflaelllb? - PeBaH MOHUMAOIIE ITIOCMOTPEI Ha MaIbyrKa, MPOUIL, Ka3aioch,
cJiemoBai O€3MOJIBHEIM KOMaH/IaM.

- CriacaTenbHas Karcysa, 0O4eBUOHO... - JHTO [10XKaJl I1JIeYaMH ¥ IOCMOTPENI Ha MacTepa-axKenas,
KOTOPBI BMECTe C BaliuH qeakKTUBHMPOBAJl CBOE OPyXKHUE.

- Tak... Bce eme ¢ HamMu?

- 4 momory Tebe cIpsATaTh TUTENHHBIN 1IeX, @ IIOTOM ThI CHIeJIaelllb TO, YTO IIPEeIIOXKUII, - MacTep-
IXKemay, He CHUMasi MaCKH, TOBOPHUJI O CBOEM [PYre, U3THaHHUKe-IXKemae. [laxke eClid Cujla TOBOPUIIa
€My, 9YTO Ma/IbYUK TOBOPUT MIPABAY, Y HET0o He OBIJIO MPUYHH [IOBEPSTH eMy.

OHTO KUBHYJI MyXYUHE:

- MHe ToxKe IMoHamo0UTCS TBOS ITOMOIITh... MacTep PeBaH. B HacTosIee BpeMsi ST 3aCTPSIIT 30eCh U3-3a
MOET0 HBIHEIIHEeT0 OTCYTCTBUS KOHTPOIA. Takoe OIIyIleHNe, UTO CUJla IIBLIPSET MeHs, KaK MOKDPYIO
Popuanckyro namnmy.

- Poguan? - BaiiiiH CKJIOHUIIA T'OJIOBY HabOK.

- Moxkpsiii... Poguanckas Jlanimia...? - PeBaH, MpUIlypyBIIKCH, TOCMOTPEN Ha MajlbuliKa, OH OB He
COBCeM yBepEeH, SIBISETCS JIU UK He 9T0 OBIJIO caMoe JTydlliee BpeMsi, 9T00bI 0€CIIOKOUTH Jaxke
cMeeTcs.



OTOT YeJI0BEK IOKayasl FOJI0BOM II0CIe HECKOIBKUX CeKYHI MOTYaHusI, DHTO IIPOCTO CMOTPEIT Ha
HET0 B IIPoIlecce, He YTOYHss. - Fi3ydaio TeopeMy O IeIIHEIX MUpPaX... BygeT TPyoHO, 3TO CYUTAETCS
MUGUYECKUM IJIaHOM B CUe, OOHAKO... Cuiia uMmnepaTopa CUTOB MOXKET OBIThH PAaCCMOTPEHA
MeTapOpPUIECKH Ha TOM JKe YPOBHE, s OJIXKeH 3HATh.

- BOT Kak...- DHTO UCHBITEIBAJI CTPAHHOE YyBCTBO IIPU CJI0Be "MMIepaTop CUTOB". He Tak faBHO OH
BCTPETHUJI ellle OMHOT0 UMIIepaTopa, KOTOPEIM Ka3aiCs eMy He ITPOCTO UCKITIOYUTEIbHO
MOTYIIECTBEHHBLIM B CHUJIE.

PeBaH mpuIypuscs, TTISAsS Ha U0 MalbuKlKa, BUAS, UTO TOT 3a[yMasics. 3aTeM ero B3TJISAf
IIepeMeCTUIICS Ha [IeBYIIKY, KOTOpas, Ka3ajoch, fyMasa TakK Xke, Kak ¥ JHTO.

B To ke camoe BpeMsi PeBaH Hauas omymaTh I0f00HOe IPUCYTCTBIE BHYTPH [OEBYIIKH, KaK OYITO
OHa OblNIa KaKMM-TO 00pa30M CBg3aHa C CYIIHOCTbI0 CHUTXOB.

- XMm... HacnegHuk mpakoHa... - 6e33By4HO Ipou3HeC OBl OH IO MacKo.
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