CeHsl BepHYJach B TOCTHHYIO, Talla 3a co6oi TekcaHa.

- Yto cimyuyunock? - OHa ORICTPO 3aMETHIIA, YTO ITH OBOE BCE ellle B KOMHaTe. VX He yTamun u He
YCBIITUJT UMIIEPATOP, KOTOPOTO OHA KOTMMA-TO CYUTAJIa CBOUM JIIOOOBHUKOM.

OHa crblllIazia CMeX U3 CBOEM CIlajbHU, HO CJIOBA OBIJIM CIIMIIKOM IIPUTIYIIEeHHBIMU, YTOOH pa3obpaTh
uX.

Vnei6ka BaiinuH moracia, ¥ OHa MOBEPHYJIA T'OJI0BY, YTOGHE IOCMOTPEThL Ha CBOIO MaTh, BHE3AITHO
IpUOaB CBOEMY JIMIy ITyCTOe BhIpakeHue. - Huuero ocoOEHHOT0 He CITyYUsI0Ch, OH CKas3aJl, uTo s
MOTY OCTaThCsI, IOKa DHTO CO MHOM. - ee I'yObl APOTHYJIH, a MaJIbIH 3a[IepTraiCh, OHA CTapanach He
TIOKa3bIBATh CBOETO BOJTHEHHSI.

B3arnsag CeHu yCTPeMHUIICS UCKIIOUUTETBHO Ha MalbuKKa. BhUT I UMIIEPATop B IIape C 3TUMHU OBYMS
BMecTe? YUUTHIBask UX BO3PACT, 3TO HAUMHAJIO IIOXOOUTE Ha Opak 1mo pacyety. OHa TOYHO He 3Hala,
YTO YYBCTBYET 110 3TOMY IT0BOAY, HO CeHs SICHO BUfella, YTO BalIKH 9Ta unes HpaBUTCA... [[eBOUKa,
BEPOSITHO, HAacIaxk/asack 9TUM, TaK KaK MaTh MOTJIa BUIETh IIPSIMO CKBO3b ee BHEIIHUH ¢acaj.

OHa Oblna yBepeHa, 4To BankopuoH onpefeieHHO He TI03BOJIUT UM YUTHU ceiidac, U, BEPOSTHO, OB B
COCTOSIHWY TIOBBHILIIEHHON 00€eBOM rOTOBHOCTH. [TofimepeB pyKo# mog00opofoK, 0OHa TOCMOTpesa Ha
TekcaHa.

OpHako BHUMaHUe TekcaHa OBUIO IPUKOBAHO K cecTpe. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ U BUET ee BO30yXKIEHUE,
0co0eHHO B Ti1a3ax. [1oxoxke, DHTO el IeHCTBUTEIFHO HPABUJICS, BO3MOXKHO, Haxe 60blle, 4eM OHa
TIOKa3bIBaJIa.

- TekcaHn, unu MpoBephb cBoero 6pata, - CeHst 0TOCIana CBOEro ChiHa 00PAaTHO B XO3SHCKYIO CIIA/IbHIO,
Ipexje 4YeM CHOBA IMIOBEPHYTHCS K [IBYM MOJIOABIM IIOAPOCTKAaM. 3aTeM OHA MOMAOIIIa K HUM U OBICTPO
o0HsIJTa X 3a IIJIeYH, IPUTATHBAS K cebe.

Kak 6ygro oHa oOHMMaJa ABa XKECTKUX MeIlTka KapTOIIKHY.
BoiiTiH COMPOTUBIIANACDH KEJIaHUIO JaTh 9TOMY 00OBSATHIO OTBET, KOTOPHIA OHA caMa MpUAyMaa.

9HTO, C APYro¥ CTOPOHHI, HEUCTBUTEILHO He 3HaJl, KaK pearupoBaTth. Ero o0HMMasa He3HAKOMKaA,
JKeHIIMHA, KOTopas II03BOJINjla CBOEU NOYEepHU TaK A0JIr0 CTpajaTh OT PYK CBOEro OTLa.

Korpa oHa BHIIPSIMUIIACH U TIOJIOXKKIIA PYKHM UM Ha IIJIeYH, TO IIOCMOTPENa IOBEPX UX JIUII.
- Yto emie oH ckKa3an?

- OH npensioxun Bainus yOuTh YesioBeKa, KOTOPBIM PUTYaAJIbHO IIBITAJl €€ U TOMETUIT TaTYHPOBKAMH,
- DHTO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Hee, CKIIOHUB TOJIOBY, - HO TOTOM OTKA3aJICs.

CeHs mpumiofHsia OPOBb, YCHIIIAB, YTO DHTO TOBOPUT 00 3TOM, a He BaiinuH. X0Ts KOorga oHa
cMOTpesia Ha BaiiinH, To Ka3anoch, YTO OHA CMOTPUT B CTOPOHY KOPUAOpPA, XKeJlasi MIOKUHYTh CBOe
IIPUCYTCTBUE.

- Torga oH mpeano0KuUI MHE MECTO B CBOel uMiepuu... OH He TaK y2K MHOTO CKa3all, - JHTO MOBEPHYII
T'0JIOBY, YTOOHI IIOCMOTPETH Ha BXOJHYIO IBePh B HOMep. EMy ompemeieHHO OBIIO JTI00O0MBITHO, YTO
3afyMall 9TOT IIpeArogaraeMeldi becCMepTHREIY UMIIEPATOP.

I1OBONIBLHO CKOpO OeCaHTHHIN 4enHOK CeHHt BEPHYJICA B KBAPTUDPY U IIPU3EMIJIUJICA Ha IIpUYaiie.



3epa ylia ¢ AByMs PHILIAPSIMU ¥ BOIIUIA B [OM.

- Prinape-Kanutan! - KpukHyna oHa ¥, IPUITYPUBIINCE, YCTaBUIACh Ha 000K KEHHBIN MO U
00710MKH, Ba/siBIINECS y Bxofa. 2KeHIIHA ITepeBeia B3I/ Ha MalbyuKa U BalnuH, 3aTeM Ha
IIPeIBOOUTEJISI CBOETO OTPsIfa, YeloBeKa, KOTOpOMY OHa Oblla npefaHa Gosblie Bcero. - To, 4To
3[eCh IIPOU30ILNIO...? - €€ TOJI0C OB TUXUM.

-4 6pOCI/IJ'I CBETOBOY M€Y B HMIIEPATOpa, - CaMOOOBOJIBHO CKa3all JHTO.

Prittaps IpoCTO CMOTpEN Ha MajibuiKa B TeYeHHe HEeCKOJIbKUX CEeKYHJ, IIpeXae 4YeM IIOCMOTPETh
BHU3 Ha OCKOJIKH, KOTOPBIE OBISTM Pa30pOoCaHE [0 3eMJIe y €€ HOT. - OTO ThL... Thl Be[b IIyTHIIb,
npaBaa? Tel 6pOCUI OOHY U3 CBOMX "IIPOCTIABIIEHHEIX" TpaHaT B Halero MMmeparopa...? - 3epa Oblia
yOUBJIEHA, YTO MaJIb4YUK BCE ellle KUB.

CeHd B3[OXHYJIa U II0Ka4dasia [OJI0BOMU:

- UMniepaTop pacrnopspuics HacuyeT 3TUX OBouX. [loxoxe, MBI HUKy[A He yizeM, 3epa, ¥ BpsL JIU
cMori OBl maxe eciy ObI 3aX0TEeJIHU.

3epa KMBHYJIa B OTBET Ha CJIOBA XeHUIUHEL. Eciu y uMnepartopa ObUIH IJIaHbL Ha 3TUX OBOUX, TO BPS
JIX OH TI03BOJIMJI OBl UM IIPOCTO BCTATh U YUTH.

B T0 ke BpeMst CeHst Obl1 1I060TBITHA. Ee BO3/TI00IEHHBINM CTajl XOJIOMHBIM U OTCTPAaHEHHBIM C TeX
1I0p, KaK POJUIIUCh MaIbuMKHU, flaxke Mocje POXKAeHUS UX Milaflel qouepu. [louemMy OH BAPYT Tak
3aMHTEPECOBAsCs?

VICTHHHBIM OTBET Ha 9TOT BOIIPOC OBIJI IPOCT, ¥ OHA HUYETO0 He 3Hasa 00 3ToM. beccMepTHBIH
MMIIepaTop, NpefnonaaraeMelii [leMOH-CITacUTeNlb Hapoda 3aKyys, Ha caMOM feJie CMEPTENIbHO
6osincs camoit cMepTu. Ecnu mpucyTCTBYE DHTO 3[ECh XOTh HEMHOTO U3MEHUIIO BUIEHUS OTIIPHICKOB,
3TO 03HAYAaJI0, YTO Cyab0a MOXKET U3MEHUTHCS, U Y Hero OB OTBET, YTOOB! KOHTPOJIHMPOBATH CBOUX
IeTen.

[To KpaliHelu Mepe, TaK Ka3aloCh UMIEePaTopy.

BaiinuH noTsHYIa JHTO 3a PYKY, IOdabIlle OT MaTEPH U OPYTOM XKEHITUHE, BHU3 110 Kopuaopy. OHa
OTJISTHYJIaCh Ha HETO C yIbIOKOM Ha r'ybax, 00HAXKUB CBOM KeMUyKHbIe 0e/TKu. B KaxkooM ee Iare
YyBCTBOBAJacCh MPykKHUHA.

- Boiinun, nogoxpau! - Kpukuyna et Bcien CeHst, HO 6€3pe3yIbTaTHO.

Crnabas ynbiOKa IOSIBUIACh Ha ero rybax, KOrfa OHa [TOTAllKjIa ero B CBOI0 KOMHATY, KOTOPYIO He
3aHMMaJa y&Ke HeCKOIbKo MecsreB. OHa 3aKphUIa OBephb ¥ B3MaXHyJla PYKOU HaJl 3aII0PHBIM
MEXaHU3MOM, 3aKJIMHUB €T0.

- 3aueM THI IpUTAIUIa MeHs cofa? - JHTO OIJIsAle/l KOMHATY.

Ero ria3a CKOJIb3HY/IHU 10 KPOBATH, MTOKPHITOM YEPHO-30JI0THIM CTETAHBIM OfEesIJIOM, IPeXIe YeM
B3IJISTHYTh HAa KHUXKHBIE TTOJIKYM, OTHOCSINKUECS K 00eBBIM U CUJIOBBIM CIIOCOOHOCTSIM. TaMm ObiTn
MSTKHE UTPYIIKY, HEKOTOPhIE U3 KOTOPHIX OH [laXke He yY3HaJl, @ HEKOTOphle ObIIM rallaKTUYeCKU
MH(DOIOTHYECKUMHE, Pa30pOCAHHBIMU 110 TIOJIKaM U Jaxke caMoil KpOBaTH.

Komuara Oblsia YIOTHOM ¥ HEMHOT0 ITpocTOpHOM. OHa ciefgoBaia TOM XKe cxeMe, 4To U ob1ast
KOMHATa C YePHHIM II0JIOM, IePEBSTHHOM MebelIbio M1 XPOMUPOBAHHOM OTIEIKOM Ha CTeHaX U



Pa3mesoIMMKE UX OKHAMH.
Ero B3r7isi BEPHYJICS K Hel, KOTHOa OH YCJIbIIIa HI0POX ee IIallla, Ipexk e YeM TOT yIall Ha 3eMITi0.

- MoxeTe nu BEl yOAIUTh 9TU? - BalinuH Oblla IIOYTH TOIJIECC, €CNIA He CUYUTATh 0eJI0ro TONHKA C
30510TOM OTAeNKOM. OHa yKa3blBajla Ha IJIEMEHHbIE TaTyUPOBKY, IIOKPHIBABIIINE €€ TOPC U PYKMU.

['ma3a OHTO BoOpanu B ce0s meTany, KOTOPhle OKPyKaJld ee TO, YTO Ka3aloCh JOBOILHO MSTKOU
KoXKei. TaTyupoBKY OBITU CHETaHbl U3 IIPAMOB ¥ YEPHHUJI, YTO-TO, YTO CHUJIa MOTJIa UCIIOIh30BaTh MAJIS
BOCCTAHOBJICHHUS.

- Meputupy# co MHOH, - OBIIIM €OUHCTBEHHBIE CJII0Ba, KOTOPHIMU OH TOAENHUIICS C HEH.
HiMeHHO TOT[la ABEPD AePHYJIach, IIpeXae 4eM ee 371eKTPOHHBIN 3aMOK 3allulfal, yKa3kBas Ha 3aTOop.
- Bounun! HemenneHHO OTKpoO#i iBeph! - CeHsI TONKHYIA OBEPh JIaf0HBIO.

OHTO JIUIUL Ha MTHOBEHWE B3TJISHYJ Ha OBEPH, HO JIMIIL A0 TEX 0P, TOKa BaiuH He B3siIa ero 3a
pyky. ETo rnasa HeMemJIeHHO BEPHYJIUCH K Hel, KOT[ia OHa IOTSHYJIa er0 K KPOBAaTH BEICOTOU B
yeThipe ¢yTa, 3abupasch Ha Hee U Talla 3a CoO0M.

YcTpouBmIKCh Ha KPOBATH, OHK COPOCUIIM CAIlOTH Ha II0JT ¥ CKPECTUIM HOTH.

[ToBepHYBIIKCH K HEMY, OHa YXMBUIbHYJIACh, €€ ToJTy0Oble T7la3a CKOJIb3HYIIM 110 €T0 JIUITY, KOria OHU
cupenu MeHee 4eM B QyTe OPYT OT Apyra.

OHTO IPOTAHYN K HEll PyKu:

- Bnoxu cBou pyku B Mou. Bce OymeT Tak ke, Kak TOTHa, KOTHa s IPUMEHUII CUIY K TBOeH T'0JIoBe...
Tak 4TO BBl MOYYBCTBYEeTE HEKOTOPHIN AUCKOM(OPT.

BalinuH KUBHYTIA, ee BepxHss ryba ciierka HaKphljla HUXKHIOK, OHA [aXKe He KoJie6JIsach BIoXKuUIa
CBOM PYKH B €r0. B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa 3aKphlia Ijla3a, YyBCTBYS, KaK er0 PyKH CKHUMAIOT ee.

CeHs mmo Ty CTOPOHY OBEPHU IIPOMOOJIZXKalla 3BAaTh JOYb. OpHaako IIPOIIJI0O HECKOJILKO MUHYT 1 OHa
Ha4alla 9YBCTBOBATh, KaK €€ IIPUCYTCTBUE MCY€3aeT, II0Ka OHa He IIepecCTajla €ro OIIymaTh.

- Yro... Baunun! TH Bce elle TaM? - Ha ee BOoIpoc 0TBeTa He MOCIIEI0BATIO.

Ee B3risi CKOJIb3HYII 110 ABEPH, MAJIbIILI IMXOPAA04YHO 3abapabaHuiy 10 CBeTOBOMY Meuy Ha Oefnpe.
OTa ee [0Yb HAXOOWUIACh B KOMHATe HaeWHEe C MaIbuMKOM, KOTOPOTO, KaK OHA yTBEpXKIasa, 3Hala
TISITh MECSIeB. DTO Ka3asioCh He 0YEHb IPaBIONOm00HEM, TeM Goliee uTO TeKcaH He y3Hal ero.

[ToTsHYBIUIKUCH C CUJIOM, OHA 3aXJIOMHYJIa OBEPD, U Ta CKOJIb3HYJIa B KapMaH CTeHBl. Bols B KOMHATY,
OHa II0OCMOTpeJia Ha CBOIO HOTY, KOTOpas Obl/la Ha ee TyHUKe. [laHWKA TyT XKe IIPOHEec/ach B ee
T0JIOBe, IIMPOKO PACKPHIB I'J1a3a, OHa TYT XKe IIOCMOTpesa Ha KpOoBaTh.

Ee maHmKa MTHOBEHHO YTuXjla, CMEHUBIINCH 0J1aroroBeHUEM.

[IneMeHHBIE TaTyUPOBKY, IIOKPHIBABIIINE HEKOTTIa YUCTYIO0 KOXKY BaMIKH, TOCTEIIEHHO UCTIAPSIIUCE C
ee PYK, U LIpaMbl, KOTOphIe OHU OCTaBJISJIH, CJIeIOBAIA WX IpUMepPY. TaTyHPOBKU Ha €e TOpCe U BCEM
OCTaJIbHOM TeJie Hayalld uCYe3aTh.

I'maza Cenu CKOJIb3HYIIHX II0 UX PYKaM, BOEIIUBIINMCS OPYT B OPYyTa. Ee B3rJIda CKOJIB3HYII BHU3 K



HOTe BaiiyiH, KOTOpasi BO30yKIEHHO IBUTAJIACh, T0KAa He 0OMSIKIIA.

OHa yyBCTBOBaja JUCKOM@OPT OT TOTO, YTO OHU [ieJiajiy, IIOKaJibkiBaHKWe OT 0yJIaBOK M UTOJIOK, U
TAKECThb, KOTOpas cliefoBaa 3a 9TuM. OgHako CeHs 4yBCTBOBasIa, YTO elle O0Jbllle MEHIETCS ee
0OYb, ¥ OHA He oIudanach.

ITazke KOT{la OH BHITIOJIHUII TO, O Y€M OHA MPOCHUTIA, JHTO IPOIOJIKAJ AejIaTh TO, YTO OH XOTe.
Ycunenue pa3dyma BaiinuH BeIle, 4eM Y UX BUa HOPMaJIbHEIE CITOCOOHOCTH C IIOYTH €CTECTBEHHOU
$hopMO¥ TUIIEPKOTHUTUBHOCTH. M He TOJIBKO 3TO, HO ¥ TO, UTO OH JeJiajl C Hel, OH HadaJll gejlaTh U C
co0o1.

3epa BoIIJIa B KOMHATY ¥ YCTaBUJIACh Ha 3TO 3pesuine, 00a B3POCIIbIX Havyall HHTEPEeCOBAThCS 3TOM
TEXHUKOMU U TeM, KaK OHa UCIIOJIb3yeTCs B TAKUX MacIiTabax.

3areM ria3a BounuH OTKPBIIUCE U IOIBITAIUCH CY3UTHCS Ha JHTO, UX IPUCYTCTBHE CHOBA CTaJlo
3aMeTHBEIM B cusie. OHa CjlerKa IIOKayHyJIach OT OLIyILIeHUs ITOKaJIbIBaHUS, KOTOPOE HAIlOTHUIIO ee
YyBCTBa.

- Cnacu6o... - r71a3a IPUHIECCH 3aKyyJl METHYJIMCh K MaTePH, CTOSIBIIEH B IBEPSX. - Jii! - oHa
oTrOpocuia ee 3a PyKy B HallpaB/lIeHUH CBOeU MaTepH.

- O! - CeHs u 3epa TyT ke BHIIIK U3 KOMHATH], KOT[la Ha Hee HajleTeNla "gaBKa" U3 MATKUX UTPYIIEK,
¥ OHA yJapusia PyKOH II0 371eKTPOHHOM KHOIIKe, YTOOBl 3aKPHITh OBEPh. 3@ 9TUM II0CJIeI0BaJIO
HECKOJIbKO yIapOB B [IBEPb.

['ma3a DHTO paclaxHyJIUCh, KOTAA OH CJIeTKa IOBEPHYJI ['OJI0BY, YTOOLI IOCMOTPETE Ha OBEPS,
YCIIBIIIAB, KaK OHA C IIMIIEHWEM 3aKpPhIIach. - To, YTO TOJIBKO YTO MPOUBOIILIIO... - BUL HECKOBKUX
MI0KUH MATKHAX UTPYIIEK, TPUXKATHIX K [IBEPH, 3aCTABUII €T0 IPUIIOTHSITH OPOBb.

- Bosmyienue B cuje, - OTBeTWIa BalinuH, CKpUBUB I'y0H! B yIIBIOKE.

- f1... 4 mouTH yBeEpeH, UTO 9TO He Tak paboTaerT... - DHTO OTJISHYJICA Ha Bainus.

- Criacu0o0, - BaiinuH MATKO yIbI0HYIach €My, CXBaTUB €TI0 3a PYKH, KOTOPHIE BCe ellle IepKalld ee.
OHTO yNBIOHYJICS B OTBET U JIeT Ha 00K B HOTaX KPOBATH, CJIerka IIOCTAHbIBas.

- Ycran? - [leBylKa u3fasa JIETKUi CMEIIOK, HO KOr[ja OHa HaKJIOHUJIACh BIepel, TO IPaKTU4YeCKU
ymaja Ha Hero CBepxy.

[Ipopmomnkas HacTauBaTh, OHU 00a Hayalu CMeSThCS OPYT Haf OPYTOM, ¥ UM 000UM OBIJIO TPYRHO
TIOIIEBENIUTECS [TOCTIE BCEX ITUX U3MEHEHUN. B TeueHue Clefyomyux HECKOIbKIX MUHYT OHU 00a
KDEeTKO Cllay, Bainun ucnonb3oBana 00K OHTO B Ka4eCTBE TOMYIIKHU.

CeHst CHOBa OTKpHIJIa IBEPh, KOTa B 3ajie BOllApUJIach TUIIHHA.

Texcan v ApKaHH 3arJISHYJIM B KOMHATY K3-3a yTjla OBEPHOTO IIpoeMa U YBULENH, UTO OHU 00a CIIAT.
Bce, 4TO OHU MOTJIM BULIETh U3 yTJIOB Kanpa, ObIIIN ee CBETJIbIe BOJIOCHL.

ApKaHH CKpPECTHJ PYKU Ha I'PyOH, BUAS, KaK OHa KPEIKO CIIUT.

- He Mory moBepuTh, UTO OHA IIBRIPHYJIa MEHS Yepe3 BCI0 KOMHATY...- OH IPUINYPHUIICS, TS0 Ha HUX
o0oux.



TekcaH XUXUKHYJI, TS0 Ha CBoero OpaTa-0nu3Hela.
- § uMeto B BUAy, UTO OH TaKXKe JIUIINI Te0sT CO3HAHUS...

- He HanoMmuHai MHe... Y MeHs OOJIUT TOJIOBa. - INLI0 ApKaHHa CXKaJlock, - Takoe 4yBCTBO, YTO OH
CKaJl MO MO3T.

CeHns nopHs/Ta OpPOBb ¥ ITOCMOTPENIA Ha ChIHA. JHTO CXKaJl MO3T ApKaHHA? ITO OIpeneneHHO ObIT
OJUH 13 C1I0Cc000B 3¢(HEeKTUBHO BEIPYOUTH KOTO-TO, HO €CJI OBl 9TO OBLIO CAEIaHO CIIUIIKOM CHJIBHO,
3TO MOTJI0 OB YOUTH €T0 UJIH, UTO ellle XyXKe, HaBCeraa BEIBECTU U3 CTPOS.

OHTO ompeneNieHHO He OblT OOBIYHBIM TPUHAMALUATUAIETHUM MaJlbUMKOM. OTa 0€3Kal0CTHOCTD, CHTIA,
KOTOPOM OH o0afaj, ¥ 3HaHKE, KOTOPoe MOAIepPKUBAJIO ee, caMa Haest 0 HeM Oblyla flajieka OT
€CTEeCTBEHHOH.

TekcaH mOBEpHYICS K Opary:
- TBI CKa3aJ1, YTO BU/IEJ XKU3Hb OT CMEPTH?

- [IpaBpa... - Y6paB pyKy c nuila, ApKaHH TocMOTpen Ha OpaTa. OH OB TOX0XK Ha MIafieHIla B KaKOM-
TO OI'POMHOM ITPO3PAYHOM LUIMHAPE, HAIIOJITHEHHOM T0Iy00H XKUIKOCTBIO, OKPYKEHHOT'0 TPYIIaMH B
OypHOM Mupe.... CTpaHHBIE T'0JI0Ca, MUJIJTUOHEI, €CJTU He TPUJITUOHEL.

XoTs OHU He 3HaJH, YTO Aejan BalKkoproH B MPOLIIOM, Ha IiaHeTe HaTeMa ObUIM TONBKO MUJITHOHEI
mofiedt, Korma BeccMepTHEIM UMIIEpaTop MoXKupas Ha Hel Bce xkuBoe. Lludprl, mpencTaBieHHbEe
ApKaHHOM, MOTYT OBITh HAMHOT'0 O0JIbIIE B 3TOM OTHOIIEHUH, HO MaJIOBEPOSITHO, YTO DHTO IOTJIOTUIT
MUD, TIOCKOJIbKY OH He OBbIJT UCIIOPYEH.
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