- Batinus, TH yXKe roToBa? - CeHs BHIIIUIA B IPUX0XKYy10. [locnegHue NATHaAATh MUHYT €€ ChIH
Tekcan u goub Baiinun cobupanu cBou Bemu. OnHako TekcaH 3aKOHYHUIIa BCET0 HECKOIBKO MUHYT
Ha3al, a BolIuH BCe ellle He IIOKUHYJIa CBOX0 KOMHATY!

K3 KOMHATEHI CJIeBa JOHECCS Pa3apazkKeHHEIH CTOH, TOCIIBIIIAICS 3BYK €€ PYK, XJIOMAIOIIHX 10 G0KaM
100K 1.

- Hu ogHa m3 Moux Belllel He TTOOXOIUT!

- MBI IPOCTO KyIIMM HOBEIE, - CKa3an TekcaH.

CeHs mOIOXKWIIAa PYKY ei Ha 7100 ¥ IPUHSJICS pacXaXKuBaTh B3af-Blieper.
- 9TO CIIULIKOM [I0JIT0, Y MEeHS IIJI0X0€ IIPef4yBCTBUE. ..

- He crmasp Hac. - 9HTO MOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY K XKeHIIHHe. Yel0BeK, KOTOPHIH OblsT 6eCCMEPTEH B CHIIE,
BEPOSITHO, OBIJT 0OYEHB CUJIEH. ITO ¥ OHU OBLIM HMIIEpATOPAaMU, OHM MMEJIM BIACTh Hafl HAPOIOM U ero
apMHUSIMU.

Brino YZXKe CIIMIIKOM IMO30HO, OH YYBCTBOBAJ 3JIEKTPUYECKKUE CUTHAJIEI HPOUIOB, 00eBHIX Jpounnos,
JIETAIIMUX K Y4aCTHOMY CTEIKOBOYHOMY IIOPTY HOMEpPaA.

- [loxoXke, y HAC TOCTH... - OH YTO-TO CKa3aJ, HO ero CjI0Ba OBIJIN IIpPepBaHkl 3BYyKOM KOpaois,
CITYCKAIOIIerocs B MOPT. - XM?

MoinHas CUIOBasi CUTHATYpa Mpo6uBaiach K OPYroil CTOPOHE [IBEPH.

- A, Hepd laprt... OH 30ech, - IHTO OGBICTPO MPOTSHY PYKY C CHAJION, YTOOHI OTIPEeIUTh, KTO 3TO
OBLII.

BoaiinuH BeICKOUYMIA B TOCTHHYIO, YCIIBIIIAB, KaK OTKPHIJIACh BXOOHAS OBEPb. XO0Ts CHayasa OHa
AdyMadlla, YTO OHHU yXOHOAT, HO 3TO On1710 He Tak. OHa BHIIIA KaK Ppa3 BOBPEM, YTOOHI YBUOETH, KaK €€
OTel BXOOUT B IaPpafgHYIO ABEPh HOMEDPAd, BOMHCTBEHHO CJIOZKHB PYKH 3ad CIIMHO.

TekcaH moBepHYJICS, YTOOB TOCMOTPETH Ha OTIIa, KaK OH CMOTPEJ Ha MaTh, ¥ CJieTKa HaXMypHUJICH.
Temneps, Korma oH ObLIT 3MECh, OH HE MOT YUTH C BatinuH.

Cens Oblna ssBHO OeccTpalllHa ¥ K TOMY Xe CuiabHa Boned. OHa CTOs/Ia TaM, TOTOBas K TOMY, UTO
MOXKET ITPOU30UTH 3[IeCh 3TOM HOYBIO, U BMEIaThCs, aXke ecjIu 3T0 OyaeT o3Ha4aTh CMePTh [T ee
oeTen.

SJ'IGKTpI/I‘-IeCKI/Ie FOJIY6BIG rjla3a JHTO COBIIA/IH C 6J'IGJIHO-1"OJ'IY6BIMI/I T'la3aMU UMIIepaTopa.

CTapI/IK OCTAaHOBHIICSA Ha MeCTe, IIOJHSAB 6p0BB U Ts0s Ha Manbunka. OH cjerka IOIIeBesInI
YEeJIIOCThIO, d 3aTeM IIE€PEBEJI B3TJIAO Ha BaiinuH, cBOEro mo0uMoro pe6eHKa, KOTOPOTr'0o OH 0osiICs U3-
3a €e CX0OCTBa C HUM CaMHM.

- Aaaaaaa! - BocknukHuyna Bainus, BeITacKuBas cabiiio U3 pyKaBa U 3axKuUras ee, Korga OHa
6pocunacs K ortiy. [HeB, IpenaTenbCTBO-BCE 3TO OHA IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTIa OH CTOSII
mepeq Hel, He U3BUHSSCE.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa IIePEeNnpPERITHYJIa Yepe3 MOJIOBMHY KOMHATEHI, IIOJHAB OPY2XKHWE Ha[ TOJIOBOM.

Barnsg umneparopa Cliefus 3a CBOUM JIo6UMbIM peGeHKOM, Korfia oHa Oblyla B BO3[yXe, OHa Oblna



YA3BUMA, 3daTEM OH IIOIIEJI, UCIIOJIb3ys CHUILY, YTOORI 0T6p0CI/ITB €€ Ha3a[ C CHJIbHBIM CHJIOBBIM
TOJI9YKOM.

Korpa BonHa OQHEPIr'uM CHUJIBI YOapHJlad €€, ee TeJIO HePHYJIOCh Ha3al, U OHa IIOTepsAJia CBOM CBETOBOU
Med. Hamyntaﬂ €ro, IIOKa OH He OKa3aJICAd CIIUIIKOM OaJIEKO OT €€ PYKHU.

OpHako oHa Obllla He eIMHCTBEHHOM, KTO HaraJll Ha ee OTIIa.

OHTO, 3Has, YTO OHA AEUCTBYET UCKIIIOYHNTEIbHO Ha CBOU 9MOLIMK, YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO OTEI] He yObeT
ee. [ToaToMy OH MCIONIB30Ba 3TO KaK OTBJIEKAOIINI MaHEBD. BrITalllMB 13-3a 1M0sica OOUH U3
CBETOBBIX Me4Yel, OH HavaJl [leperpyxkaTh KOMIIAKTHBIM AUalMeBbI CUIIOBOU 3JIEMEHT,
IIpedBapUTENIbHO ITPOKOJIOB €I0 CHUJIOM.

Kak To/bKO ee 0TOPOCHIIO Ha3amd, 9HTO GPOCHII OPYKHe B CTOPOHY MMIIEpaTopa.

BankopuoH IpHUITYpUIICs, TTISOd Ha He3aXkKKeHHOe IUIMHAPUYECKOe OPYKHE, He ITIOYYBCTBOBAB €T0
10 TeX TI0p, II0Ka OHO He 0Ka3aJI0Ch CIMIIKOM 6IM3KO0. - XM?- A MOTOM OHa B30pBajaCh B HECKOJIBKUX
CAHTUMETpPaX OT ero auia. [IsIM 1 00JIOMKH HeHa[oJIro MIOBHUCIIA B BO3MyXe, 3aKphIBasi 0030p.

OHTO NOMONPEITHYJIA B BO3MYX, I0MMaB BalivH Ha yTU BHU3, U IPU3EMJINJIACh Ha ero HOTH.
- C To6oit Bce B mopsimke? - CIIPOCHUII OH, OTJISIABIBAS €e.

BaiinuH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOPrHYyJa, IMISAsS Ha JHTO, Tpexk/e yeM ciiabo yIbOHYThCS eMy, BUAS,
HACKOJIBKO TJITIEIMU OBIIN ee nercTBUs. Ho Korja OH OTIYCTUII ee HOTU U ITOCTABUJI Ha HOTH, OHA
yBUpeNa, KaK OH IIarHyJl Blepeq. - [IomoXau, 4To TH Aelaelb?

[TogpocToK He Tepsist BpeMeHU napoM. [Tockonbky TekcaH u CeHst ObIIM TOTOBHI CHATHCS, DHTO - HET.

[MTomHsB PyKH, DHTO YKa3aJl KOHYHKAMH IIajIbIleB B CTOPOHY 00J1aKa OhIMA U IIOCIIAJl B CTOPOHY
BeccMepTHOTO B3PHIB 30JI0THIX IyTIaJiell, UCII0Ib3Ysl 3IEKTPUYECKUHN PACCyIOK.

- Ecnu Gv1 THI cpazkascs ¢ Jlopmom CUTOB MIIH IIPOCTHIM [KeHaeM, 9Ta CTpaTerus Morja Obl
cpaboTaTh, - BanmKoproH Ka3ajics HeBO3MYTHUMBIM, KOTHA OBIM PACCESITICS, OTKPHIB MTOKUIIOTO
MYXKYUHY, efiBa OJIOKMPYIOIIET0 aTaKy CUJION. - f amiogupyio BaM 3a Ballld YCUIIUS, HO HET HUKAKUX
IIPUYHUH IJ15 BOEHHBIX NEeUCTBUH, - OH ITlepeHanpaBUil aTaky JHTO Ha Onuxkaiiniero 60eBoro gporaa
CKauTporepa.

BankoproH ObLJI TpaKTUYECKU HEBPEUM, €CJIU He CUUTATh TOT0, YTO €ro HarpyAHUK OBITT 000XKKEH,
HO ecJii Tak Oy[eT MpOJoJIKATHCS U Hajbllle, TO BPS/ I 3TO OymeT mpaBaoi. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, ECITU
3Ta MajieHbKas OMTBA MPOMOJIKUTCS, MaJIbYUK OMPEeae/IeHHO CMOXKEeT ChIrPaTh C HUM BHUYHLIO.

Mornogou TIOOPOCTOK OIIYCTHII PYKH, KOT'Ia €T0 IepBasd CePus aTak IIPOBAINIIACE.

BankoproH OblJT ©U3BECTEH TPeMS Pa3IMYHLIMU CTagUSIMU IIePeroBopoB. YOexkneHue, Cuia, a eciu u
3TO He y[aBajoCh, TO 3a 3TUM CJIe[loBaJia UX CyMMapHas Ka3Hb.

- Bl pa3pyummnu 06yclioBIeHHOCTb MOel [ouepy, U3MEeHUIIY ee GU3nUecKoe COCTOSHIE U YIy4IIUIn
ee YMCTBEHHYIO YCTOMYMBOCTb. iMIIepaTop mepeBen B3TJIsA Ha ApKaHHa, KOTOPBIN BCe ellle
Oecco3HaTeNIbHO JIeKasl Ha Pa3pylIeHHO! KyIIeTKe.

Cens ITar#dyJjia BIiepen, He CBOOA I'lia3 C Bo3001eHHOr0. OHa He MOTJIa TOYHO CKa3aTh, 0 YeM OH
AyMaeT. EMy HOTpe6OBaHOCB HEKOTOpOe BpeMd, yTOOHI TOKA3aTh CBOE JIMUIIO.



- BanmkoproH, MO UMIIEPATOP, YTO Thl COOMPAEIILCS NeaTh?

BanKkoproH IOCMOTPeT Ha XEHIIMHY, B KOTOPYIO OH BIIIOOUIICS, B TO, B Y4eM OTKa3kBal cebe B
nponutoM. OH TUX0 BEIIOXHYJT Yepe3 HOC:

- JIto00Bb MO4... BB CHIrpasy BaXKHYI0 POJIb B BOCIUTAHUU HAIINUX IeTel, HO Ha JaHHBINM MOMEHT Brl
cOemnanyd JOCTAaTOYHO. - OH CcKa3aJl, - [[oKUHYTh moMellleHre U IPUHATH HAIllNX MaJIbuukKoB C TOOOI.-
OH nepeBesn B3I Ha Bolnue U JHTO, - BE BOE OCTAETECh, HAM HYKHO [IOTOBOPUTE.

[TokonebaBmuch, CeHs MOHAIA, YTO He CMOXKeT O0POTHCSA C UMIIEPAaTOPOM K3-3a eT0 IPEeBOCXOAIen
cunsl. IToaTOMy OHa OTHpSHYJa, IOgHsIa 0€CUYBCTBEHHOE JUTS C pa30UTOr0 JUBaHA U BMECTE C
TekcaHOM yganusach B X034UCKYIO CIIaIbHIO.

- O yeM THI XOUellb MOTOBOPUTE?- [IpAMO CIIPOCHUIT DHTO.

BoaiinuH mpu3Baja CBOM CBETOBOM Me4 00paTHO K cebe, pexkfe YeM IIPUCOEOUHUTHCS K DHTO,
CKEeNTUYeCKU T Ha oTia. OHa He HoBepsia YeJ0BeKYy, KOTOPHIH 3alep ee U 03BOJIUII CBOEMY
VHOITAHETHOMY Y4E€HOMY YMCTBEHHO U (U3UYECKU OCKOPOJISITH €€ B IIOIBITKE 3aMIEPETh €€ CHUJTHL.

- MHe moKa3anoch, 4TO TH CTa/ ropa3no Oobie... [Ipupyywy, - B3risag BaakoproHa OCTAHOBUIICS Ha
ero [I04YepH, - MO0 104b.- Ero rojoc BhI3BaJl y Hee Jieryaiilliee BlieYaT/ieHNe y3HaBaHUs, TO, 3@ UTO
OHa U ee OpaThs OOPONKCE OHI.

910 OBlNa MoIofas AeByIIKa, KOTopas ITOKajeyusia phillaps 3a TO, YTO TOT YPOHUII OPOIIEHHbIH €10
Ms4. OHa COKpYIIuia phillapel, C KOTOPEIMU TPEHUPOBaiach B UX COOCTBEHHBIX loCIIexax. JHTO
COCpEefoTOYMIIa CBOIO CUJIY ¥ MEHTATbHOE COCTOSTHME, 3aKallijla U CJI0KUIIA UX, CJIOBHO BHITECHSIS
HEYMCTOTH U3 cTanu. KOHEeYHO, OH He ObIJT COBEPIIEHHKIM, HUYTO B 9TOW BCEJIEHHOHN He OBIJI0 TAKUM,
KaK CTpeMJIeHHe K COBEPIIEeHCTBY, BeAyIlee TOIbKO K pa3pyIIeHHIo.

Baiinus ¢ TpygoM yaepIKanach OT YIIBIOKH.

BaJIKOpI/IOH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI KOH(bHHKT MeXOy IIPHU3HAaHKWEM, KOTOPO€E OHa II0JIy4YHnJia, 1 TEM, KaK OH C
Hel O6OI.T.IGJ'ICH, 1 KMBHYJI CaM cebe. Tem He MeHee OHa BHUeJla B HEM YyJOBHIIIE.

OHTO clerka KaluIsHyJl, TPUXKaB CXKaTHU KyJlaK KO PTY.

[Tpu 9TOM BHUMaHKE UMIIepaTOpa MEPEKITIOYIOCh Ha MaJIbYMKa, ¥ OH yCMexHyIcs. Ero riasa
CY3WIXCh Ha KOCUYKe TIaflaBaHa, 3aCTaBJIsasl ero HeMe[JIeHHO 3alyMaThCs, OBUT JIM MaJlbYuK
IXKenaeM.

- Kak HEBEKIMBO C MOEM CTOPOHHI, 51 MPEACTaBIOCh. I OecCMepPTHEIN UMIepaTop, BankopuoH.-
apUCTOKPATUYHHBIM, HO COBCEM He MOX0XKHUM Ha CBOEro IOCIOANHA, 9TOT BalKOpUOH Ka3asiCs TOPHAbIM.
- Tak, KTO BH Takom?

He oco60 3amHTepecoBaBIIMCE, OH CXKaJl MyCKYJIH Ha IeKaX, TOKAa Ha IIeKax He MOSBUIAChH
04YapoBaTeJIbHEIE SMOYKH.

- 9uTO Page, yueHUK CBETOBOTO Meua, repoit Haby.

- Yuenuk cBetoBoro meda u ['epoit HaGy? - iMnepaTop IpOMKO pacCMesiicsi, MOJI, UTO 3TO 3a CTaTyC
tTakou? B To Bpemst HaOy Onlia He Gojiee YeM 4eTHIPEXCOTIETHEN HE3aBUCUMOM KOJIOHUEH OeKeHIleB
¥ apUCTOKPATOB, KOTOPHIE TOCTOSTHHO BOEBAJIX IPYT C APYTOM, OHa [laXke He OBbIa YacThio
Pecny6nuku. Korma ero cMex CTHX, OH YJIBIOHYJICS MaJTbuUKY.



XO0Ts1, TOCKOJIbKY OH CJIBIIIAJI, YTO €r0 pe0OeHOK MOSIBUTCS Ha CBET 60jiee 4eM 4epe3 TPHU THICSIYH JIET,
OH MOT TOJIbKO IIPeAIojaraTh, 4YTO 3TO He TOT ke caMblii HaOy. 9TOT Manb4YuK GBI TPOCTO
OUKOBUHKOMH.

- 4 memaro Tebe mpenoXkKeHHe, MaTbYUK. MeCcTo 3[ecCh, B MOeH UMIIEPUH, PSIOM C MOeH I04Yephio, -
TIOCJIelHee, YTO eMy ObIJIO HY2KHO, 9TO YTOOBI €T0 I0Yb perpeccupoBaia. M Ka3anock, YT0 Maab9uK
OymeT 3aluINaTh ee, CBOe TI00MMOe OUTS.

YcnpimaB 3T0, MOOPOCTKY MEePErIsSHYINCh. TOT0 HUKTO U3 HUX He oxuman. OH OblI 31ech He I
TOTO, YTOOBI 3a0paTh ee 00paTHO, ¥ He MJIS TOro, YTOOH 3a0paTh JHTO.

- Hy ke, TBO# BEIOOD He JOJIKEH OBITh TAKUM YK TPYOHBIM. - IMIepaTop OblI caMOfIOBOJIEH, HO He
HeBexXeCTBeH. [laxe ec/ii OHU He coOMpasuch ocTaBaThbCs B MiMIiepuu Hagosro, oH ObLT YBEPEH, YTO
OHU TIPUMYT 3TO KaK CPEACTBO OCTaBaThCs KOM(POPTHO BO BpeMs CBOEro mpeOriBaHu4. - f maxke
HEMHOT'0 TTIOTPEHUPYIOCH BIIafleTh CBETOBEIM MEYOM CO CBOEM 3TUTHOM I'BapAUEH, - XOTS 3TO
IIPO3BYYasio TaK, CJIOBHO OH HaCMeXaJiCs Hajl MaJbuMKOM, 3TO OBbIJT HACTOSIITUHI KEeCT.

BaiinuH 1 DHTO KUBHYIH APYT APYTY, Mpexae yeM o0a TOCMOTPeNIH Ha HeTo.

- Tel He cobupaembcs 0TBE3TH MeHs 00paTHO B HaTemy?

- Her, - ee oTeIly yka3ani Ha JHTO, - IOKa OH OCTAETCs C TOOOM.

Baiinun noiimasna ce6st Ha TOM, YTO yiei0aeTcs Ipo ce0s Tak, YTO LeKH HauMHaT 00JIeTh.

- A KaK HacudeT TOro, KOMy ThHI IIOPYYHUJI CIOMaTh ee?- 3aMeTujl JHTO, MaXHyB PYKOU B CTOPOHY
MMIlIepaTopa, HO He [Jig PYKOIIOXKAaTHK, a [JIs OTBETa.

- Ixxapak...? OH OymeT HaKa3aH 3a HEeBHIIOIHEHHE CBOUX 00si13aHHOCTEeN. OH IepeBe BTSN C
MaJIbYuKa Ha J0Yb U IOMHSII OPOBE.

- BBl XOTHTE BEPIIUTDL CBOIO MECTh Ha YeJIOBeKa?

OHTO, UCIIOJIB3YSI TEJIENATHUIO, 3aTOBOPHUJI C UMIIEPATOPOM MOHOTOHHBIM TOHOM, KakK OGyATO OB
pa304yapoBaH XKeCTOM B CTOPOHY AEBYIIKH. -Kak 0Tell, Thl HOIKEH OTOMCTUTH 32 HEHYXKHEIE
CTPaJlaHUs CBOEH [[0YepH OT ero PYKU. BhIJI0 MHOTO APYTUX Cioco60B yOEOUTHCS, YTO OHA He MOTJIa
MCII0Ib30BaTh CUMY IIPOTUB TeO0s... - OH CO3HABaJI, YTO Pa3pYIIMI 00YCIOBIEHHOCTb, B TOM YUCTIE
Ty CIIyCKOBYIO (hpa3dy, KoTopasi chenania ee 6€CCUTbHOM.

['yOBI mMIIEpaTOpa MPHUOTKPHITUCH, KOTHA OH MOAHSI PYKY, YTOOH 3aCTaBUTh J0Yb 3aMOTYaTh,
Ipexje 4YeM OHa yCIeeT OTBETUTDb Ha ero BOIpoc. Ero B3TyIsm BEPHYJICS K DHTO, MaIbUMK T'OBOPHUII O
YeM-TO II0X0KeM Ha YeCTh, UJIH O YeM-TO, YTO JOJIKEH AeJlaTh OTell. - Vi 3T0 MOU [OJT - CaenlaTh
9TO 3a TeOd?

BaiinuH MoT4a cCMOTpesia Ha OTIIa, KOTHa TOT BOPYT 3arOBOPHUII O CBOEM [I0JIre, OH HUKOT{a HUYEero He
Iesas, TOJTbKO UTHOPUPOBAJ CBOMX JIETeH.

Yo6uiicTBo [I2Kapaka - 3TO IIyTh, KOTOPHIN, CKOpee BCero, mpuBeeT ee K perpeccy. OHa He XoTela
OTCTyTaTh, HE X0TeJla TEPATh KOHTPOJIb. Ee maibIlsl BRITIHYIUCh HapyXKYy U JIETOHBKO BIEIIUIIUCE B
PyKaB JHTO, KaK OHa yXKe feajia OgHaKIbl.

[IpouuTas ee MbIC/IH, BalKOPUOH KUBHYII.



- [IpustHOTO MPeOLIBAaHKUS HA 3aKyyJle, - COeaB IIar Ha3ajl, OH OTBEPHYJICS OT HUX JBOKMX ¥ BEHIIIEI U3
HOMepa. MCIonb3ys CUTy, OH BHITAIIN YHHUYTOXKEHHOT0 00€BOT0 IPOKIa CKaWTpoIepa U3 KOMHATE U
cOpocu ero ¢ Kpast Joka Ha 06paTHOM IyTU K CBOeMY Kopabiiio.
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