Jlepunus xkectom mompocuna Cyiimes 6yMary u pydky, a 3aTeM Hadasa pucoBaTh. OHa HapuCcoOBaja
TPU MOCTQ, COeUHEHHBIE C OMHOM KPEIOCThIO0 U IIPOXOASINTEe Yepe3 TPeLUHy Ha 3emiie. KpemocTs
Obla coenmaHa B popMe MOyKpyra, CIIOBHO, YTOOH IEPEKPHITE IIYTH, BedyIlue u3 Hero. Korma oHu
HEMHOT0 00 9TOM ITOTOBOPHUIH, JIEDHIHS YTO-TO BCIIOMHMIIA U CMEHHIIA TEMY.

«KcTaTty, mpexpae 4eM MBI VIIIU, XOOU/IN CIIYXU, YTO XKEPTBhI MHIUAEHTOB C KOMOU Hayalu
IIPUXOIUTH B CO3HAHUE?»

«Aaa, 3T0? Bristo ObI nyyine, eciu Obl OHU MTOCIIANIM ellle HEMHOT'0.»

Cylimell OrOpYuUIICS, TIOCKOJIBKY K3-3a 9TOI'0 BCe ero IJIaHE IIOIUIX KOTY 0L XBOCT. JIMYHO OH XOTeTI,
yTOOH! IBOPSIHE He NPUXONUIIN B CO3HAHUE [I0 TeX II0p, II0Ka XOOUBIINe CPely I'paXkaaH CIyxu 00
9TUX UHIMEHTaX IIOJTHOCTHIO He YTUXJIM, M Hapox 0OJIbIlle He pPacCMaTpUBall UX Kak npobnemy. s
BCero Mupa Owlo OBl JTydllle, ecyiu Obl Te IBOPSHE YMEPIIH.

X0Ts1, yUUTEIBASA, YTO KUTeIN MIMIepCcKoy CTONMUILI U3MEHUTIN OTHOLIEHYE K JIunuane,
He00XO0JUMOCTb B 3TOM Oblna Heo0s3aTeIbHOW, HO BCe XKe HYKHO OblJI0 yOeqUTHCSA B TOM, UTO OHU He
IpennpuMyT HUKaKUX AerdCcTBUd. C Opyrou CTOPOHSI, noka CyiiMell TOBOPUJII O XKepTBaX UHIUIEHTOB
C TaKOW MPeJoCyOUTEeIbHON MaHepou, JIehunus cMoTpesia Ha Hero, Kak Ha KOTro-TO JeMCTBUTENIBHO
IIOJO3PUTETIBHOTO.

«... §1 mymaro 00 9TOM BpeMsi OT BpeMeHH, HO Tl OBOJILHO OECIIONaneH UK, CKOpee, KeCTOK, fa».
«XM? §1 yapome#, 3HaeIb . S He MOOPOMOPSAOOYHOE YeJI0BEUEeCKOe CYIIeCTBO.
«TeM He MeHee, 5 He IyMalo, 4To Tebe CIIeyeT TaK TOBOPUTHY.

«Hy, MoxkeT O6bITh ¥ Tak. Ho B M0X0XkKKe MOMEHTH 1 Oyny [eliCTBOBATh STOMCTHYHO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
g U3 TeX, KOTro He 3a00TUT, YTO U3-3a MOMX [AENCTBUM MOTYT IIOCTPafiaTh HUKAK HECBSI3aHHBIE CO
MHOM JTIOAM>.

<<HeCMOTp5{ Ha TO, 4TO 06I/II[I/IH.II: Jofen, ecinu He0O0CHOBAHHO IIPUYNHUIIL UM Bpen?»

«41 3Haw, 4yTO HemocTosiHeH. Hy, s 6oee wiv MeHee UCIIPABUIICS, IPEXK/Ie YeM IIPUIIET B 9TOT MUP.
[Tomararo, 4TO s1 XOPOIIIO 3HAKOM C TeM, KaKue IIPo0ieMbl MOT'YT BO3HUKHYTh U3-3a 3TOTO
HEIIOCTOSTHCTBA».

«fcHo.»

Cyiimen cMoTpern Ha Jledunuio, CII0BHO OBl CMUPUBIIKCH C CO00M. BO3MOKHO, IIOHSIB €r0 YyBCTBa,
Jleunus He IPOAOJIKUIIA €T0 PacCIpalIuBaTh.

«C CepBGSHOfI Heyuaqefl S BCTPETHUIICA U IIOCJIe TOr'0o, KaK MBI OOJIETN Pamxaca».

«YMy, 5 04eHb B 3TOM 3aMHTEepecoBaHa. f xoTesna Obl, YTOOH B CIEAYIOMINH pa3 Thl 0013aTeIbHO
pacckasain MHe 00 9TOM.»

«MHe IMIPpUOETCsA OTKA3aThbCHd, IIOCKOJIbKY A NdzZKe He X049y 3TO BCIIOMHUHATL».

«Qydydy.»

Cyiimelt OB OYEHB 03afladyeH, YBUIEB paccMesBIyiocs Jlehunuio. 3aTeM OH ITepeBesl pa3roBop Ha
M3HavaIbHYI0 TEMY, YXOOs OT Pa3roBopa O CBOMX CJIab0CTX, YTOOB COXPAHUTh CBOE JOCTOUHCTRBO.



«Hy, co3Hanus mogeit MMmepckoil CTOMUIE K3MEHUINCE, TakK YTOo C JIuiraHoi BCE B TOOOM Cydae
MOTXKHO OBITH B TOPSIOKE>.

«['oBOpst 06 3TOM, UHTEPECHO, B TIOPSKE I PeNIKU-KYH U APYTHe?»

Jledunus cmydaliHo epeHecsa TeMy Ha Pedgxku u gpyrux. OHU pPeInin ocTaThcsa B MMnepuu u B
KOHEYHOM UTOre paccTanucs ¢ CyiMeeM, HO ...

«A C 3TMM 4YTO-TO He TaK?»

«HeT, mpocTO, 13-3a HUX Be[b TOXKE MOOHSI0CH OECITOKOMCTBO B IMIIepcKou cTonmuie. & mpocTo
0T1acarCh, 4YTO U3-3a ITOTO OHU MOT'YT OKa3aThCsl B HEBLITOMHOM IIOJIOKEHUM».

BecmnokoticTBa Jledunuu Oy ecTecTBeHHEL. M3-3a CyliMes B pa3pelleHuy HHIUeHTa y4aCTBOBAJIA
Peiimxu u octanbHBle. UM gocTanachk poib 3afepKKY IPyNsl ['paniuasiel. B uTore Bce XopoIro
3aKOHYMJIOCH, HO, YYUTHIBAs, YTO OHU BCTa/IM Ha ITyTH PacCie0BaHUs, OHU MOTJIA 0Ka3aThCs B
OIlaCHOM IoJioXeHuu. TeMm He MeHee, CylMel, KOTOPHIY [TIOCTaBUJI [IJIaH IIPEBHIILE BCETO, Ha
younieHue 0bin 6e33a00TeH.

«CyliMen-KyH?»

«Jla. Bce oboiimercs. [Tpexkme ueM MBI YIIIJIH, S BCE-TAaKH KO€-4TO CHOEeJIalL.»

«THI 4TO-TO cHOeman?»

«Hy, ma. OgHy IPOCTEHbKYIO Belllb.»

CyiiMmel OB TIOX0K Ha MaJIbYHUIIKY, CEIaBIIero ManoCcTh, ¥ 37I00HO YXMBIJISIICS.
«41 moHsina. Pa3 yx TH 4TO-TO CHefias, Torfa npobieM ObITh He HOJIKHO.»

YcnrimaB, 4To Bce 06oimeTcs, 6ecriokoiicTBa Jlepunuu ucyesnu, mocjae 4ero OHa KMBHYJa B OTBET Ha
3100HYy10 ynbIOKy Cyiimes. [Toka oHU 3a0aBsyIMCh U pa3roBapuBaiy Kakoe-To BpeMs, OelbMeHus
SHEPIru4yHO IOfHSIa PYKY.

«CyrMen-goHo! {1 3aKOHYMIIA TUCATh OTBETHI!

«0O, TH yKe 3aKOHUYMUIa?»

YcnrimaB cimoBa ®erbMeHUH U YBUIEB ee yIbIOKY, CyiiMei MpubIu3uics 1 B3sJI ee TUCTOK OyMaru.
«dymy dymy. YH. Hy, Bce mpaBuibHO. JInnraHa, a Kak fena y Tebs?»

«Eme, 4yTb-4yTh».

Kak u crmefoBaso 0XuaaTh, TOJBKO-TOIBKO HadaBIel U3y4aTh Maruio ero Mupa Jlunuase OBITIO BCe
ellle JOBOILHO CJI0KHO. HaxMypus OpoBY, OHa YepKasia CBOel pyudkoi no 6ymare. Ee ¢purypa,
cToHaBIIas ¢ «Myy ...», KOT[la OHa CTapajiach U30 BCeX CuJ, Obllla Y4eM-TO 04apoBaTeabHEIM. C Opyroun
CTOPOHBI, TIOJIYYUB XOPOLIyI0 OlleHKY CyiiMesi, denbMeHMs BeTMUeCTBEHHO yNIbIOHYIach, ¥ Hayasa K
HEMY C 4eM-TO oOpaliaThCs.

«Cyuimen-goHo! CyuMeu-goHo!»

«4T10?»



«Ecnu BBl gyMaeTe, 4TO ST XOPOIIO CIIpaBUIIach, TOTA, ITOXKAIYHCTa, ITOXBAJIUTE MEHS!»
«Xa? Xex?»

[Toxa CyiiMelt GBI TOTHOCTHIO COUT C TONKY, PebMeHuUs CTOsIIa C Ype3BbIUaliHO BECEIIBIM JIUIIOM.
Ecnu Owl y Hee ObITM c06a4by YIIIN ¥ XBOCT, TO HEIIPEMeHHO, I OBl Obl HallpaB/ieHHl BBEPX, a
XBOCT OBI 9HEePTrUYHO BujIsI. Korpma oH moporen K Hell, 6ynTo 661 coOOMpasich MOTJIafAUuTh, YTO-TO
BHE3AIIHO IOTSHYJIO €T0 C3a4y 3a BOPOTHHUK.

«Tyax.»

W3 yct Cyiimest BHIpBaJCsS COBCEM He MUJIBIM BU3T. CleAyIomuM, 4YTO OH 3aMeTHI, Obljla CTOSBIIas 3a
HUM Jledunusi, cxBaTUBIIAS €r0 3a BOPOTHUK U KPENKO yIepKUBaBIIas ero. X0Th OH HUYETO U He
nenan... [logpa3symeBas 3To, CyliMel MOBepHYICS K Jlehunuu, mocie 4ero Ta COCpeIoTOYusIa CBOM
B3TJISIT B HampaBiieHun ®enbMeHuH.

«Y-gyT0 THI genaelb, Jlepunusa? Tol IbITa€lIbCS MHE IOMEIIATh?»

«Jla, BepHO. PeNbMEHUS-KOY, THl CIUIIKOM CUIBHO IeIIsenbcs K CyuMen-KyHy.»
«9-3TO HE, COBCEM ...»

denbMeHUsT HE MOTJIa ogo0paTh CJI0B, 3aTeM Jlebunus MpogoXKua.

«TBI He MOXKeIllb CKa3aTh, YTO He [efaja 3Toro. Tel npuctaeis K CyiMel-KyHY IIPU KaXkaou
BO3MOXKHOCTHU, pa3Be HeT?

«H-He To, 4TOOBI y MEeHST OBLIT CKPBITHIA MOTHB! »
«TeM He MeHee, 3TO 3alIpelleHo. f He MOTy MPOCTO ITPOUTHOPUPOBATH 3TO.»

[Toka 3TH iBoe TOBOpUIK 00 3TOM, UX B3TJISIbI BOH3AIKUCh APYT B Apyra. CyiiMeil B3pOrHyJl, 3aMeTHB
WX JIUIA.

«A uTo 3mech He Tak!? Korga Jlepumnusi ctana MaleHbKOM, pa3Be Thl TaKXKe He IIPOBOUIIA MHOTO
BpeMeHu ¢ CyiimeeM-moHO0!? Kpome TOTO, TH TOJIBKO YTO Becejio ¢ HuM GonTanal»

«41 ... s mpocTO pasroBapuBania ¢ CyiMel-KyHOM O HaIIUX IjlaHaxX Ha Oymyiiee! Tombko u Bcero!
«Torpga g Toxe MOTy!»

«He moxems! IIpsiMo ceryac TBOU 3Jible HaMepeHUs IOJIHOCTEIO acHBI! IIpocTo yunu!

«H-e 6-y-m-y!»

[Tocepenune otBeTa, PenbMeHus npuiruyna. EcTecTBeHHO, OHa pUHYJach He K Jlepunuy, a K
CyumMmero -

«MeHHus, 4TO THI?!»
«Yto 3a!?»

Cyiimelt OB TTIOJTHOCTHIO B3BOJIHOBAH, Korfa ®enbMeHus IPUIbHYJIA K HEMY, CJIOBHO U He TIBITasICh
OTIIyCKAaTh.



«Cyumen-gono! IToxanyiicTa, I0XBaJIuTe MeH!»

«®enpMenus-xkoy! Te Begb MOXKeIllb IOYYUTh I0XBaLy U, He fefas Tak, BepHo!? IIpekpartu ce0s Tak
II030PHO BeCTH!»

Jleunus moTsAHYyIA 3a BOPOTHUK, 3a KOTOPHIM BCe ellle fAepKanach, ¥ MOMbITalack OTAEPHYTh
Cyumes. C gpyrou cToponsl, CyiiMen, KOTOPOTO TSHYIM TyAa CIOfia, MBITANICSA CTaTh IOCPEIHUKOM
MeX[y HUMH, HO ...

«Y-ycmokoiTecs! Brl 00e, MPOCTO OTCTYIHUTE .... Yyy !?»

[Tockonbky ®@enbMeHnus 1emnnsgnach 3a CyiiMesi, ee 60bIIas rpyab aBuia Ha Hero. [lo4yBCTBOBaB
Msrkoe, CyliMel 0CO3HaJI 3TO ¥ Ha4asl BOJIHOBAThCS.

«Bai, 3T0 mnnoxo! i, Menus! 3To mm0xo0! ITO CTAHOBUTCSA YpPe3BHIYAMHO I1JI0X0, TAK YTO OTOUAMN
onicTpee!»

Kaxk gna IMOOPOCTKa, EMY OBIJIO HEJIOBKO. OpmHako, 13-3a ero HEOCMOTPUTEJIIbBHOCTH, BCE€ 3aKOHYMNIIOCH
TeM, 4yTO OenbMeHus IMOBEPHYJIAaCh K HEMY CJIE€3JIMBBIMHU I'JIa3dMHU U, IIMBIT'dsA COIIJIMBEIM HOCOM,
CKa3ajla.

«Cy#meit-moHo0 ~. [laxke CyiiMeR-qOHO TOBOPHUT YTO-TO IOm0OHOE~?»

«He pyratitecs! UYto ¢ To6ou!? JI-Jlepu BHIpyYU MEHS ...»

«Ecnmu ®enpMeHUs-K0y npuberaet K 3TOMY MeTOLY, TOTHa S TOXKe MOTy ...»
«Yto, Jlepunus-can!? [Touemy Bce TaK 3aKOHUUIIOCH??»

Jlebunus npuxanack K cnuHe CyiiMesi, IOJIOKUB PYKU eMy Ha nneuyu. Cyiimes 00JIeUIY U CIIepeny,
U C3afH.

«YT0, BEI 00e! 310 601bHO! BonpHO! !1»

CyiiMeil yKe He MOT BHIepKaTh 9TOT0 ¥ BEIKPUKHYJI, HO Te IBO€ BOOOILE €T0 He CIIyIIay,
IIOCKOJIBKY B 3TO BpeMs [IepKa/IiCh 3a HEero, CJIOBHO OBl OT 3TOT0 3aBHCeNa UX XKU3Hb. [loHuMas, 4To
0ecroyie3H0 MBITAThCS TOTOBOPUTEL C HUMHU, OH OBICTPO 00paTUIICS K TPEThel CTOpPOHE.

«JIunnana! Cracu meHs!»

Cyiimelt uCKpeHHe 00paTHiICs K HeH, HO ...

«CyiimMen, 9TO TO, YTO Ha3blBaeTcsad «Eciu pa3pexkellb KOro-10, TBOE TeJI0 HaMOKHET OT KPOBH ».
«C 4gero ato Bapyr!?»

«9TO IOCIOBUIIA, U3 9TOTO MUpa».

Cyiimelt morafalcs, YTO 3HaUYeHWe BHICKa3bIBaHUE IIPUMEPHO «IIONTydYeHre 3aClTyKeHHOTO JecepTar.
OmHaKo 9TO BCe, YTO CKa3asa JIunuaHa, MPOUTHOPUPOBAB ero mpockOy. OHa Oklla Bce elre
COCpemoToYeHa Ha CBOEM JIUCTKe Oymare ¥ maxe He CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

«9M, MOO0X M-, TH He cacellb MeHs !?»



«41 BCe elle 3aHsATa TECTOM>.
«Hy Begs ¢ TecToM HHUYeTo He OyOeT, ecu THl MHEe HEMHOTO ITIOMOK€IIh, BEpHO!?»
[Tockonbky CyiiMeil Bce OT Hee He OTCTaBasl, JIunraHa rpOMKO pa3fpakeHHO B3[0XHYya. A IOTOM...

«Cyiimeii. B ToT MoMeHT, Korfia Jledunus BepHyIach K CBOel IepBoHa4aabHOM GpopMe, mogobHoe
ObL10 BIIOMTHE 0XKuAaeMo. HecrtocoOHOCTDH CIIPaBUTHLCS C 3THUM, SBISETCS OMKOKOM camoro CyiMes.»

«B KakoM mMecTe 3T0 OLLIO oxKUgaeMo! ?»
«B atom Cyimen noxox Ha [lokoBHUKA ...»

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, JInnraHa pacKpuTuKoBana CyiiMes, TOCMOTPEB Ha HETO I0JTy3aKPHITEIM I'JIa30M.
Tem BpeMmeneM OoprOa Mexny ®enpmenuen u Jlehpunued TpongosxKanach.

«Cyiimen-goHo!»
«CyiiMen-KyH!»

«4 monsan! IToHs, Tak YTO yCIIOKOUTECH yKe 00e! Ecy mpomoikuTe BHI3EIBATSH LIyM, II0OECKOUTE
[PYTUX KIMEHTOB!»

... B utore, ®enbMeHus 1 He(bI/IJ'II/Ii{ He YCIIOKauBaJIUCh BIIJIOTH OO HpI/IﬁbITI/Iﬂ K KPEeIloCTHu
HallMOHAJIbHOI I'PDAHUIBL.
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