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Ynuis [Tapuxka, IOTpyKEeHHBIE B TSKEJIBIYA TyMaH, BCe elre ObIIM OKyTaHHbIE XOJIOMHON OBIMKOIM,
KOTOpAs XJIecTasia B JIUI[0 OTBAXKHALIM ITEIIEeX0/laM OCMEJTUBABLUINECS BEIUTH Ha YIIHUIY, HECMOTPS Ha
IIepeMEeHYHBYIO ITOTOMY.

3a Bech IeHb COJHIIE efBa yceBaiio HpOGI/ITBCH CKBO3b 3aBeCYy CEPhIX I/ICHapeHI/II‘/JL

Ha yrny ymuis Cent-Knom 60raToro KBapTasa, IIOYTH UCKITIOYUTENTBHO 3aCTPOEHHOM KHSIKECKUMHU
IOMaMH ¥ TOCIIOJCKUMU TOCTHHUIIAMY CTOSIJIa, Y2Ke ABa HOJITMX Yaca, MOJIOfast ¥ KpacuBas
JKEHIIIMHA, HO C OJIEOHBEIM OT XOJIOHA JIUIIOM.

Ee CTpOfIHaH, XOpoIIo TaJiud uc4de3ajia II0A IIJIOTHRIM IITallleM, KOTOpLIfI oOBHUBaJ ee TeJo oo caMoi
IIIeX, HO II03BOJIBIINI yragaTh, OOHAKO, IIOJIHBEIE, MOJIOOBIE H3THOHI.

Ee YepHBI€ BOJIOCHI, BOPOHOBOTI'O KPHIJIA, OBLIIH N3ITHO 3alIPpaBJIEHBEI B KOKETIIMBO OTAEJIAHHYIO
IOBETHBIMH JIEHTAMHU IIAIIOYKY, C KOTOpOfI CIIyCKalaChk I'YCTad ByaJlb.

BpeMH OT BpEMEHHU OHa IMOJHHUMaJIaCh I10 YIINIie CeH-K71101 Ha HECKOJIBKO IIIaros, YTOOBI, IOYTH Cpa3y
XKe, BEPDHYTBCA 34 YI'OJI, OTKyAd JINX0PAOJOYHO CJIeguJid 3d IIPOXOOUBIIMMU ITYTHUKAMHA.

OHa pmepxajia roJIoBy OIYIIEeHHOM, HO ee IJla3a CO CTPAHHBIM BhIpaXKeHNEeM CBETUJIMChH TEMHBIM OTHEM
II0[ IPO3PaYyHOU Byaslbio.

OceHHUM BETEPOK UTpal B ee OfeXae, MeJIKAM N0XKIb IPOHU3LIBAN €€ TeJI0, U BpeMeHaMu OPOXKb
coTpsicajla KOHeYHOCTH MOJIOLOY KEHIIUHEI, HO 10 Hell He OblJI0 3aMEeTHO, YTO OHa COOMPaeTcs
IOKHUHYTH B ONMKaliiiee BpeMsi CBOM HaOMofaTeIbHbINM MYHKT. E€ HeTepreHue pocyo ¢ KaxXaon
MuHyTOU. E€ mpaBas pykKa Kpemnko fiepxkKajia CTPaHHBIM IpeaMer.

CnoBHO 3T0 OBIJIO COKPOBHUIIE, KOTOPOE OHa 00s1ach MOTEPSTh, OHA CYJOPOKHO IIPUKKUMaa K
3ajbIXaloIlelics TPYAU XPYyCTalbHBIN (IaKoH, HallOTHEHHbIM 0eCIIBETHOM XKUIKOCTHIO, U BPEMS OT
BpPeMEHM OHa CMOTpeJsia Ha HEro SIPOCTHBIM B3TIISIIOM.

— Hacran neHs MecTu, — IIelTaja OHa, Ipoxa. — HacTan 49ac, Korfa OH 3aIlJIaTUT CBOM OOIT!..
[TycTs BuHa NgKeT Ha Hero ogHoro!.. O, pa3Be 3TO He ero Mmaru?

Hert, HuKOrO0. POCKOLIHEIN KBapTal Ka3ajcsl IOKUHYTEIM CBOMMU 00UTaTENsIMU, KOTOPble HaXO[UIIUCh
IioMa 3a YKUHOM.

— Kymopoc! — nporosopura 61eqHast JKeHIMHA TIYXUM, [TOJIHEIM YTPO3 OJI0COM, BRITSATHBAS IPOOKY
CO CMEPTOHOCHOTO (1akoHa. — OH cjoMas MO0 KU3Hb!.. A 1 0TPaBII0 ero XKu3Hb HaBCEr#a. ITO
o0MaHUYKBOe JIUI0, KOTOPOE [JIS MEHs, Ka3asloCh, U3Jy4aso J1000Bb, OyIeT U3ypomLoBaHO yKaCHBIMU
IIpaMaM¥, 9TH I'1a3a, B KOTOPHIX 5 yMajla, YTO BUXKY OTpazKeHHe ero BepHOU [y 60Jible HUKOTO
He 06ManyT! OHU OymyT O6yOyT IOpaXkKeHBl BEUHOMU CJIeTIOTOM!..

Ha stux YZKaCHBIX CJIOBaX MOJIOfad KEHINWHA II0IIaTHYIaCh 1 Onblna BBEIHY2KTI€Ha IIPUCJIIOHUTLECA K
CTEeHe.

TBepObIl, peIIUTENbHEIN AT IPO3ByYa Baasieke 1o OyIbKHUKAM JOPOTH, KOTOPhIA ORICTPO
npubIuXKacs B €€ CTOPOHY.



Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MTHOBEHUY U3-3a yria yiaulsl CanH-Kinom mosgBuicsa MyK4rHa, BBLICOKOTO POCTa, B
BOEGHHOMY UIMHEIH.

Ero BOpOTHUK, IPOITyCKal TOHKKAW 30JI0TOM IIHYDP, CBOWCTBEHHLIN MTabHBIM oduiiepaM. Y MOJIOIOTO
KanuTaHa OBl JOOPOAYIIHbIHM, PagOCTHEIHM B3rsA. Ero CBEeTIIble BOJIOCH U YCHI TOTO K€ OTTEHKA,
Ka3aJIoCh, YKa3bIBaJIX Ha IIPOUCXOXEHNE OT CBIHOB JJb3aca.

HeCMOTpﬂ Ha JOXKIb U XOJIOH, BEIPA2KEHNE BECEJIOT0 JINIlad, OZKHMBJIAJIO €T'0 BRIPDA3UTEJIbHEIE YEPTHI.
PagoBarics 1 0H, 4YTO HaXOOUTCS BCET0 B HECKOJILKMX IlIaraxX OT CBOETO CYACT/IMBOTO XKUJIHIIA?

Hacnaxmarncs mu OH 3apaHee 4yBCTBOM HacClaXkOeHUs, Korha OymeT MpUKUMaTh K TPYOH
BO3/TI00JIEHHYI0 HEBECTY U PO30BOIIEKOT0 U OEIIOKYPOT0 ChIHA-XEPYBHUMA, €r0 TOPAOCTh ¥ HaJeXKay?

C OBIOIIMMCS CEePALeM ¥ HEePUHYXKISHHO CMesICh Hafl 02KHUIABIIMMY €T0 PAfloCTSIMK, MOJIOMOH
KallUTaH emle GBICTPee YCKOPSI IIar.

Ho Brpyr nepen HUM BCTasla TEHb U pa3falics roJoc:
— [IpepaTtens, IpuMU CBOM IIPHU3.

OpHUM B3TTISIOM OH YBHIET, YTO K HEMY IIOAHSAJIAch PyKa, AepKaBIlas CMEPTOHOCHBIN (JIaKoH, a
3aTeM yBuel O51eiHOe, UCXYHABIIee U0 MOJIOMOM XKEHIIUHEI, TJla3a KOTOPOU ITbIIAIH.

OH pe3K0 HaKJIOHWJICS, ¥ eT0 PyKa B IlepyaTKe Pe3KUM [BUXKEHUEM OTBeJIa Ty PYKY, YTO yrpoxkania
eMy.

ByTmea C KHCJIOTOM ITOKaTHUIach 1o 6YH]':>I}KHI/IK8.M OOPOTH, 1 Pa3jieTeiaCh Ha TEICAYY OCKOJIKOB.

— Tpyc! — KpukHya X)KeHIuHa. — Thl n36exka Moeil MeCTH, HO B IpYTOM pa3 Thl HE CMOXKEIIb
CIIaCTHUCE.

OHa yxe cobupanack y0exkaTh.

— I'mymast! — Tuxo oTBETU 0QHUIIED, KPEIIKO CXBATUB €€ 3a PYKY U yBIIeKasi B T€Hb COCEIHEH YIIHIIH.
— 3HAYUT, TH X04elb 0eXaTh OT CBOEM Mmorubeny ¥ 0OPEeKTH CBOIO XXKM3Hb Ha HECYacThe?

— Ha HecyacTbe! — cka3asa geByllKa C MpayHOU rOpeysio B rojioce. — [laBHO, K€ bIbl KalluTaH
Ipeiidyc, 3arHanyu MeHs B 0e30HY CThIla ¥ OTUYasSHUSA. B TOT ieHb, KOT[ia BBl OCTABUJIM HAC C MOUM
pebeHKOM, YTOOHI JKEeHUTLCS Ha XKeHIMHe Mupa, 60raToi 1 MOTyIIeCTBEHHON, UMEHHO BHI U
IIOCTAaBUJIM IIeYaTh Ha Hallld HeC4YacCThs.

— 3HAYMUT, TH HE X0YellTh 3a0bITh U IPOCTUTHL MeHsI, MOst OegHast KpucTuHa? — CIIPOCHUI KAlUTaH
MSITKUM, TPOXKAIIUM I'0JIOCOM. — M Bce 3Ke THI 3HAaJIa, YTO C IOHHIX JIET MOSI Ky3WHAa IIpegHa3Havalach
MHe? Pa3Be s1 Korga-HUOYOb desas oIl CeKpeToM MO0 ITOMOJIBKY? [laBast /i s Korma-HuOymos Tebe
KaKue-HuOyab o6ellanus, KOTOpble MOTJIH OBl 3aCTaBUTDL TeOs HAMEsIThCS, YTO ST PA30PBY V3H,
IIPedIeCcTBOBABIINE HAIllel MUMOJIETHOM CBSI3U?

— 9T0 mpaBaa! — MpayHO OTBETHUIIA [IeBYIIKa. — Ho pa3Be Kaxkmoe 00bATHE, KAXKIBIHN IOLenyi
m00BY HE PAaBHOCHUJILHEI CAMO¥M CBSINEHHOW U3 KIATB? Y Korma Hail pebeHOK MOSIBUIICS Ha CBET,
pas3Be He OBIJT Balll AOJT YECTHOTO YeJIoBeKa JIaTh eMYy UM ?

— IIa, pebenok, — npou3sec [Iperidyc, B3abxas.



Ha ero nuile mossBunach Mpa4dHas TEeHb.

— HecuacTHoe ouTs, 104 MUHYTH 3a0/1yKOeHui u cnaboCcTy, coefaBiliee B 3TOM BUHOBHBIMU BCEX
Hac!

— BocniomuHanue 06 9TOM pebeHKe He OyIeT HONT0 TPEBOXKUTH TBOU IMOKOW, — €[iBa CJIBIIITHBIM
rojocoM npousHecna 6enHas Kpuctura. — OH cMepTenbHO 00JIEH, JIEKUT B MaHCAape, OTKPHITON
BCEM BeTpaM, I'ie MBI ObIJTM BEIHYXKIEHB! YKPHITHCS. XOJION U T'OJION CBEAYT €ro B MOTUIY!

— oo 1 x07m0! — BOCKJIMKHYII KallUTaH C BEJIMKOAYIIHEIM BO3MYIeHHeM. — ECu 3To Tak, ecliu
THI JOKATHUJIAaCh [0 9TOTO, TOJIBKO Thl B 3TOM BMHOBaTa! bor, KOTOPEIY CelYac CIBIIUT MEHs, 3HaET,
CKOJIbKO pa3 51 yMoJisii Te0sT Ha KOJeHSIX pa3fe/uTh CO MHOM MOe COCTOSIHHE, CKOJIbKO Pa3 s XO0Tes
O6pocuthb Tebe K TBOMM HOTaM 30JI0TO, OATh MIPUIOT, IPUIOT OT HYXK/HI, @ THl PELIUTEIILHO
OTKa3bIBaembCs!

Mornomas XeHIrHa TOPI0 BHEIIPSMUIACH:
— Ham He HYXHO TBOe 30710T0. Yero MBI XOTHM, TaK 3TO TBOe# /1t00BH, U TeOs!

— Ho mos nm060Bbs IpUHAIEKUT Apyroi, KpuctruHa. f KIscs y anTaps B BEUHON BepHOCTH. Moé
BCe CepJlle IPUHAMJIEXKUT CIYTHUIIE, C KOTOPOH s 00bequHumics nepen borom.

V3 rpynu MOJI0[I0¥ KEHIIUHBI BEIPBAJICS 00JIe3HEHHBIH B3[I0X.

— U aTa CIIYyTHHIIQ IIOJapPHla Tebe cuacTbe? — CIIPDOCHUJIa HECUACTHadA, YCTPEMUB CBOMU IIBIJIAIOIINE
T'Jla3a Ha JIMIO KaIlliTaHa, TYCKJIO OCBEI€HHOE IT0OCIIeTHNMHN otrbyeckaMu mHS. THI CYACTIIMB C HEH...
COBEPIIEHHO CYaCTIIUB.

— 41 mo6mio JTrocu! f m00:m0 e€ u I100I1I0 MOero ChkiHa, MOET0 MaJIeHbKOTo AHIpe, ChIHA Hallen
BEUHOH JTI00BH.

— O KpuctuHa, — IpoposxKaj OH C MyYUTeIbHEIM BOJTHEHNEM, B TO BPEMS KakK €ero rjias3a
HaTIOJTHUJIUCD CJIe3aMHU, — €CJIM THI IeMCTBUTENIHHO JII00MIa MEHS, eC/i MOsi COOCTBEHHAs CTPaCTh
Korpma-mu0o 3acTaBiisgia TBOe cepplle OUTHCS BO BpeMs MHTPHUKKHU, KOTOPYIO, KaK Thl 3Haja, He MOrja
IPOMJIUTHLCS, ITIOMHUITYH MeHsI, He BRIHYKall MeHs IIOUTHU MPOTUB KIISATB! Eciiu MBI TOoTeprnenu
Heyfaydy, ecyiy MOoAfaIuch Ha MUT 3a0BeHMI0, BUHOBAT He g ofuH. Huyero He TpeOys OT MEHS, TH
chanack, yBel! U s B3sin Tebst! IIpuMu OT MeHS TO, YTO MHE [03BOJIEHO JaTh Tebe. [0 mociemHero oHs
s Oymy mpucMaTpuUBaTh 3a TBOUM pebeHKOM U 3a ToOoH... bomnbiie Toro... [Ipocnyimaii... d Gk BO BceM
Ipu3Hascs ceoeMy 6paTy MaTke. {1 BO3bMy €ro B Ka4eCTBe IIOBEPEHHOTI0 JIKIla 110 CBOEX BUHE, OH OH.
Ero cepaile 61aropoiHO ¥ CHUCXOAUTENBHO... OH Bcerma HeXKHO Jo0ua MeHs... OH IPUMET TBOETO
pebeHKa, OH IIOCTaBUT €0 Ha HOTH TakK, CJIOBHO OH ero COOCTBEHHBIN, a 1 CMOT'Y BUAETh €TI0 U
II0I1eJI0BaTh, He KpacHes!.. Ho He Melllali MoeMy CUaCThiO!

He BriuBai 511 peBHOCTH ¥ COMHEHHUH B cepflle Moel moBepuuBoi JItocu... Kpuctuna, ymonsito tebs!..
IIPOCTH ¥ 3a0ymb!

[TpousHecs 3TH MOCTEOHKUE CII0BA, MOJIOOM KaluTaH COEUHUI PYKH B HEBHIPA3UTEIbHON MOJLOeE.
Iaxke KaMeHHOe Cepflle APOTHYIO0 OBl IIPU CTONIb CUJIBHBIX YOEXKIeHUsX.

Ho y O1eqHOM KEeHIITUHEI YXe He OBLIIO cepllia, BepHee, OHd HaMEPEHHO BhIPBAJIa U3 HETO BCe
YeJioBe4Y€eCKre 4yBCTBa.

OnHa mokadasa roloBOH, 1 IIpsAgu ee YEPHEBIX BOJIOC, BSMOKIIIKE OT JOXKA, 3dllIeBEJINJINCE BOKPYT €€



n6a, KaK pa3fpaxkeHHbe 3MeH.

OHa 3aKphbljia rjas3a, CJI0BHO YTOOL B HUX OH He CMOT IIPOYMUTATh MBIC/IH, KOTOpPHIE OyIleBau B €€
oyIe.

— Bce 3T0, — Me[IeHHO IpOU3HecTIa OHa, — Hejlb3d 00CyXKaaTh, 30eCh, Ha yIIUIle, U CTOUT BCE
o06mymaTh. Ml oroBopumM 06 3ToM mo3xe. [Touemy Gl BaM cliepBa He HaBeCTUTh MeHs? Pa3Be y Bac
He XBaTUJIO OB CMEJIOCTU [T0KA3aThCs y TOCTENIM YMUPAIOLIETro ChiHA?

I peiidyc nogHeC PyKy K IPyAu U c1abdBIM TOI0COM OTBETHI:
— Xopoto, g mouny!

— B TakoMm cnydae cnenyiTe 3a MHOU. 31ech He faleKo. BH ellfe ycrieeTe TOHEKUTHCS B 00BATUAX
OPYT Opyra, TOU CYaCTIUBOM XKEHIIWHEL.. U 3aKOHHOU Iiepen borom!

— W rme Xe TH Teleph XKUBEIIL? — CIPOCHUI opuliep, KOneodsich.
KpucTtrHa pacxoxoTajach UDOHUYHO U S3BUTEIIBHO.

— BeposiTHO, BaM BpSf 1M IOHPABUTCS B MOEM HOBOM XKUJININE, -CKa3alia OHa, XBaTas ero 3a PyKy u
3aCTaBlds ClleloBaTh 3a HUM. PocKommHbIM Oyayap, I'lie B JIeXKasu y HoT annogupys Kpuctuse ge
CepuHbsH, yCTYIIUJI MECTO KaJKOX MaHcapze B npeaMecThe CeHT-AHTyaH. MaTymika Ka3or,
IPUIOTUBIIAS HaC, — CTapas U OTBpaTUTe/IbHAsA KOMIIaHbOHKA, penyTalys KOTOPOX He U3 JIYYIINX.
TCoBopAT, 4TO y HEE TaK IPOCTO CIOXKUIACh XKU3Hb. HO OHa X0poIlasa XKeHIIMHa U IpUCcMaTpUBaeT 3a
MoUM peOeHKOM, KOTfia s BEIHYK[IeHa OCTaBJISITh ero OQHOTO JoMa.

KpucTtrHa 1mia mMpoKKUM LIaroM M C TaKO¥H MOCIeIIHOCThI0, YTo [Iperdyc egBa mocmnesas 3a Hew.

Ee oxBaTuio nepeBo30yxkaeHre, KOTOPOe BEIAABAIO B cebe 9HEPTHUIO U PEIINTEILHOCTD ee
OBUKEHUH.

Bckope onu muHoBanu [ToH-Hed 1 HampaBuIKCch K T'yCTOHACETEHHOMY Pa0oyeMy IIpeaMecThio.

[TpOTHCHYBIIUCH CKBO3b YIMYHYIO TOJITY, MOJIOfast KEHIIMHA Pe3K0 ITOBEPHYJIa, YTOOL 3aBEPHYThH B
TEeMHBIN TYNHMK, ¥ OCTAHOBUJIACH Iepe[l CTPOeHHEeM, HallOJIOBUHY Pa3pyIIEeHHBIM, HU3KUM, T'PS3HEIM,
3JI0BOHHBEIM, KOTOPEIE [I0 CHX IIOP TaK YacTO MOXKHO BCTPETHUTH B CTONIB OnectsmieM ITapuxe, dneme
poraTex ¥ Ane o6e3noeHHbIX!

[lepBeIif 3TAXK, BEpHEE, TIOABAJI 3TOT0 yOexkuIa, OblT 3aHAT KaGakoM, Kyfa CIIyCKaJIACh TI0
HECKOJIbKMM CTyIIeHbKaM.

VI3 0TBpaATUTENIBHOT'0 IPHUCTAHHUIIA TOMHUMAJICS HapyKy TOMOH, B KOTOPOM IOHOCHUJIUChH KPUKH,
pyraTenbcTBa, 60TOXYNIbCTBA, CONATCKKUE IIECHH, KOTOPhIE B HOCTATOYHON Mepe yKa3hBasid Ha KaHp
Y HPAaBCTBEHHOCTH €T0 KJIIMEHTOB.

Ha BrIBecke, mpuOUTOM HaJ ABEPBIO, KpaCHBIMU OYKBaMHU KpacoBajiach HaAIIUCh:
«['ocTuHUIA, 30/10TasE MEIbHUIIA».
[Tpexne ueM Anbdpen yCcren BEPa3uTh CBOe U3YMJIEHUE II0 ITOBOMY TOTO, ITI0YEMY CTaphIM XyIOXKHUK

caeall HOHOGHBIfI BbI60p B HaA[IIUCH, KpI/ICTI/IHa CXBdTHJIa €TI0 3d PYKY U II0OBEJIa I1I0 TEMHOMY
KOpHUOOpPY K JIECTHHUIIE, KOTOPYIO OH CHa4aJla He 3aMETHUII.



OHa 3aCTaBujIa €ro TMOAHSITHCS Ha HECKOJIBKO IIAaTKUX CTYIeHeK U, OKa3aBIIUCH MO KPHIIIeH yoororo
y0exkullla, OTKPhIIa MaJIEHBKYIO OBEPb, 3aKPHITYIO IIPOCTO Ha 3alIeJIKY.

— BoT u g, Mol MUTIBIH, BOT 1! — KPUKHYJIa MOJIOfasl XKeHIIWHA, BEITIHYB PYKH, KaK OBl 2Kejasi, C
caMoro ropora npuxaTth pebeHKa K rpynu. 9 mpuBesna K Tebe TBOETo 0TIla, MO MaleHbKUN
Anbdpen, TONBKO ITOCKOPEE BEI3TOPaBIMBaii!

Ipetidyc, 0CTAHOBUIICS Ha IMOPOTre, 00BOOS B3TJISIOOM XOJIOIHBIM U XKaAJTKUN Yepaak.

[TpuBHIKHYB K 6JIarOMOTYYMIO ¥ POCKOIIN CBOET0 0Ma, OH B3Aporuyn. Komrara KpucTuhsl, ecnu
MOXKHO OBIJTO TaK Ha3BaTh YepHaK, OTKPHLITHIN BCeM BeTpaM, ObIJT JIUIIh HAIIOJIOBUHY OCBEIleH
MaJIeHbKOU KePOCHHOBOU JIaMIIOM, paCIPOCTPaHsBIIEN €0KYI0 BOHb.

Cromn, mBa CTyJa, XpOMOU mKad, CTOSBIINN BMECTO IIJIAaTIHOTO IIKada, KpoBaTh M AETCKas KOWKa,
COCTaBJISIN BecT Habop MebOemu, CJIOBHO OOBHHSISI IIOCJIEOHETO B HECUACThE.

Kak TonbpKO OBIBIIAS apTUCTKA BOILIA, CTapyXa ¢ 6pro3riuBHIMU (JOpMaMy U OTTAIKMBAIOIIAM
YPOLCTBOM TeJla, BCTala C TPOCTHUKOBOTO Kpecya, CTOSIBIIET0 ¥ mocTenu 00abHOro pefeHKa.

— 910 Brl, HaKOHEI! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa y2KacCHas CTapyxa IJIaKCUBHIM TOHOM, TOXKe MIPOTATUBas PYKH,
HO Kak OBl He [laBas MaTepy MPUOIU3UTLCSI K MaJeHbKOM KpoBaTu. OcTaBaiTech TaM, 00a, U UMeHnTe
MY2KeCTBO, IOTOMY 4YTO OHO BaM ITIOHaZOOUTCH...

— Pebenok! — BocknukHya KpucTtuHa, marasics, u [Ipendyc Obl1 BRIHYXKIEH IOANepKaTh ee, YTOOH!
OHAa He ymaJja Ha noj. — ['oBopute, MaTtyuka Kasor, rosopute! Yto ¢ HUM?

— YMmep! — oTBeTHIIa X0351Ka, HE BEIKA3kIBas 0CO00T0 BOTHEHUSI. M moXkKaB ImmedaMu, Kak OBl
BhIpaKas CBOe PaBHOAYIIHOE MHEHME, OHa OCTaBUjla HECUACTHYIO MaTh C KallUTaHOM.

C Toii XKe SPOCTHOM CTPACThIO, C KaKOW OHA MHTasa K HeMy 1I000Bb, KaK U HEHABUCTh, MOJIOfIas
JKeHIMHa Opocuiiack K MepTBOMYy peOeHKyY 1, 06e3yMeB OT 0011, I103BOJIKIA cebe yrmacTh Ha KOJIeH!
y MIOIHOXKbSI MaJIeHbKOM KPOBATH.

Ipendyc, caM TOro He XKejasi, IPOLIENTAN €M Ha YXO HECKOJIBKO CJIOB yTEeLIeHU .
OH HaKJIOHUJICS K HEW X OCTOPOKHO IIOTIHITAJICS OTOPBATh €€ OT 3TOTO MPAYyHOI'0 3PEeJIUIIa.

Ho KpucTuHa ¢ cuioi cxBaTuia ero 3a pyKd 4, Me[IJIEHHO BHITPSIMUBIIKCH, 3aCTaBUIa IOCMOTPETh
ey ImIpsIMOo B I'jia3a.

— IIpegatens! — BOCKIMKHYJA OHa, — JIKeI] ¥ JIXKUBHIHM CO0Ta3HUTEb, — B3TJISHU CIOfa Ha OHY U3
cBoux kepTB! Pa3Be Tebe 3TOT0 HEJOCTATOYHO? XOUelllb JIX ThI IOTYOUTh U MEHS?

— KpuctuHa, 3aknuHaw0 Te0s!

OHa He Jajila eMy 3aKOHYKTh. BIiepuB CBOUM IIJITaMEHHBIN B3T/IsI0M 3a0/IecTeBIlre Tla3a B CBOETO
ObIBIIIETO TI000BHKKA, OHA BO30OHOBUIIA C YIBOEHHON MHTOHALIUEN:

— Kanutan Ansdpen [Ipelidyc, BO3MOXKHO, B IIOCIIeIHUM pa3 00paTUIICS K TaKoi XKeHIIUHEe, KOTOPYIO
THI JIIOOUJT ¥ KOTOpasi 0O CUX IOop 06Ut Tebsi, ropsdo, 6eaymuo, 6e3pa3nenbHo! [Tocnyiiai MeHs.
Ocranbcs co mHOM. OTHeceM Halero 6egHOro pebeHKa B ero IocieqHee MPUCTAHUIIE, a TIOTOM
yeneM u3 [Tapuxa, u3 ®paHIuy, OTIPABUMCS JaleKo 3a TpaHully, rae HUKOMY 0 Hac He OymeT
mena!.. OcTaBb 3TOM [IPYTOM KEHIIWHE CBOE UM, OCTaBb el CBoe cocTosHue... Ho Oymb MouM,



IIOJIHOCTBI0 MOUM, TOJIBKO MOUM!
Hukorpa eme Kpuctuna He Ka3ajnack eMy IIpeKpacHee, YeM B 3TOT y2KaCHBIM MUr.

['ma3a ee meltanu HeHACHITHOU MI000BBIO, ee THOKOE, CIafloCTPacTHOE TeJlo, ObIJI0 TOTOBO OTHATHCS B
caMbIX 0€3yMHBIX 00BATUSIX.

Ee gnvHHBIE pacCnyieHHbBI€ BOJIOCHI, Ka3aJI0Ch, XOTEJIHN 00BUTBLCS BOKDYT €T'0 T'OJIOBHI.

OHa npuxKanachk K HeMy, II0JI0KUJIa TOJIOBY Ha Inedo [Ipeidyca, 0TUero TOT MOUyBCTBOBAJI, KaK
TOPUT JIULIO MOJIOLOY JKEHIIUHEL.

Bue3amnzo oH ocBOOOOUICS U3 €€ 00BLATHUH U CHoesial OBa Iara Ha3ap.

— IIpowmay! — cka3ai OH COaBJIeHHBIM rojIocoM.- [Ipomai HaBceraa! Mosi )KeHa ¥ MOU CHIH XKOYT
MeHS UX 4HUCTas U LeJIOMyApeHHas JII000Bb OTHBIHE [JI1 MEHS MOe caMoe [parolleHHOe COKPOBHUIIIE.
Bepwu 3TOT Komienek... 3aBTpa K Tebe MpUAET Moii OpaT MaTbe, 4TOOH 00ecreduTh TBOE OyayIIee.
YTo KacaeTcs MeHs, TO THl MeHs 00JIbIlle He YBUIUIIL!

Y, c7I0BHO M3TrHaHHBIN U3 9TOr0 MecTa pypUsiMH, OH PBaHyJIC Brepen... Ho He ycren oOH elle fouTu
[0 OBepH, KaK MOHETHI IOKATU/IUCh K €r0 HoraM 110 MOJy.

Paspgancs GellleHHBIN KPUK, B KOTOPOM y2Ke He ObLI0 HU4ero 4eJ0Be4ecKoro:

— Kanutas [Ipeiidyc, BBl TOIBKO YTO IPOU3HECTHN CBOM NMpUroBop! OTuyasgHUe, B KOTOPOE TH
BBepraelb MeHs, B COTHIM pa3 0TPa3UTCS Ha TBOel XKeHe, Ha TBoeM pebeHKe, Ha BCIO TBOIO POJHIO! ...
Wwmsa [peiidyca OymeT HeHaBUAETh U MPOKIKUHATEL Bcad EBpomny! TBoe cuacThe pyXHET B pa3Bep3IIyIOCT
6e3mHy mox TBOUMU HOTaMu! 3aKOBaHHEIM B KaH[alaX U MOTUOIINM, THl UCYE3HELIh C JIUIA 3eMIu!..
Knsanych 3mech, epef OCTHIBIIMM TPYIIOM CBoero pefeHKa, youToro To6oii!.. Ita pyka, KoTopas
TOJIBKO 4YTO 3aKpHUIa I'Jla3a TBOEH XKepTBe, IOOHUMAETCs, YTOOH IIPOU3HECTU 6e3KaI0CTHYIO
KiaTBY!.. ['ope u morubesnb BceM, KTO OyOeT HOCUTh TBOE UMs!

[ToGnegHeBUINY 1 CJIOBHO MIPEBPATUBIINNCS B KAMEHHYIO CTaTy10, 0GHUIlEep 3aCThII IPUTBOXKAEHHBIH K
IIOPOTY MaHCapAHl, C y2KacoM co3eplias CTpalIHyio KpucTuHy, MPOKIXHABIIYIO €r0 BO3jle TpyIa
cBoero pebeHKa.

Borneiie HHUKOT'lda 3Ta MpPa4YHad 1 TparundecCckKas ClieHa HEe CMO2KET CTEePETHhCA U3 €TI0 namMsaTu!

CoOpaBILIKCh C CHJION BOJIM OH OTOPBAJI B3TJISA OT 3TOTO KYTKOTO 3PEJIHIIa, CITyCTUIICS TI0
CTYIIeHbKAM ¥ BLICKOYMII HA YIIHUILY.

3a ero CIIMHOM pa3mascs B3PHIB afiCKOT0 CMeXa.

OcTaBimmck ogHa, KpucTuHa ORICTPO HalpaBuiaach B yroa KoMHaTh. OHa OMyCTUIACh Ha KOJIEHU U
JIUXOPafOYHOM PYKOii TIOAHSA NOCKY, I'ie ObIIIO OTBEPCTHE B IIOTTY.

Ona BBIHYJIA U3 HEro Ia4kKy InuceM, CBA3aHHEIX B CTOIIKY IIPH ITIOMOIIY JIEHTOYKH.

C 6e3yMHBIM CMEX0OM, KOTOPHIM Ka3aJIcs ellle CTpalliHee, KOT{a HaXO[UIICS PSIIOM MepPTBHIN pe0eHOK,
OHa TPSXHYJIa CBOMMM YePHBIMU KOCAMHU, pa3BepHYJIa CBEPTOK U IIPUHsIACh TepebupaTh, OOHO 3a
IPYTHM.

BHe3amHo riyxoe BOCK/IHMIIaHKWE COPBAIOCh C ee I'y0. BhlI TM 3TO KPUK PajgoCTH, HEHABUCTH,
obneruenus: umu Mectu?.. Cepyie BO3MYIIEHHON KEHIITMHE HEIIOCTUXKUMEE, Y4EM MOpe.



B pyke oHa mepxXaja TUCTOK OyMaru, MOKPHITEIN NI HECKOJBKUMY CTPOYKaMHU SIBHO,
HalMCaHHEIMU MYXKYMHOH. B e€ riasax 3abnecresna SpocTh, OHa yCTaBUIACh Ha HETO Tak, CJIOBHO 3TO
OBbLT HOKYMEHT OTPOMHOM IIEHHOCTH.

— Ilucemo HUypel! — mpoinenTana OHa IIyXUM I'OJI0COM. TO, YTO OH HaMucall B LIYTKY, CTaHET MeTIIeH,
KoTopas ero 3aaymuTt! HeckomabKo CJI0B, JIOBKO H0OaBIeHHBIX, U3MEHST €r0 CMBICT ¥ IPUAAAYT €My
POoKoBoii cMmeIch!.. Ax! Thl mogapui MHe cocTosiHuE!.. 9Ta OyMara 6yeT CTOUTh MHE TOTO, YTO
IIPEeB30UAET B THICAYY Pa3 TBOK YHU3IUTENIbHYI0 MUIOCTHIHIO... Mo MecTh!.. U TakXke U 3071070,
CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO 5 3aX04y.

Osa BcTasa 4 IOBEepHYyJa roJIOBy.
[To3amu Hee cTosiIa MaTh Kas3oTT.
OTBpaTUTeNbHAs MaTPOHA 3aTraflOYHO yiIbI0aacs.

— OH 3pmech, — TUXO CKa3aja OHa Ha yx0 KpuctuHe. — BOT yKe [Ba 4aca OH XK[eT, COBCEM OJUH, B
KaOuHeTe, e s ero octaBuial.. Hageioch, Ha 3TOT pa3 OH He YHOET HU C YeM.

2XKecTtokas ynbiOKa 3aurpaia Ha rybax MOJIOMOM KEeHIIMHEI, IPYAb TSAXKEJI0 B3AbIMaach U OHA C
TPOOM HHIIIaa.

— Her, oH sgBuIcs cerogus BOBpeMF{! — OTBeTHJIa OHa. — BHI IIpaBhl, CETOOHA OH HE IIOTEePsJI JapOM
BpeM4... Y mens TyT TO, 4YTO OH XO4YeT.

— Torpa noiigeM. THl 3HaEIb, YTO OH HE X0UYeT, UTOORI €T0 Y3HaIH, I03TOMY OH 3aCTaBUJl MEHS
3aKpPHITh CTAaBHU U TH OyJellb J0JIKHa TOBOPUTEL C HUM B TEMHOTE.

— Xopoio! Mue Bcé paBHO! [TpoBeguTe MeHS K HEMY.

Crapyxa chenasna 3Hak, ¥ KpucTtuHa, ocTaBUB Tejlo pebeHKa, mocieioBasa 3a Y2KaCHOM CTapyXxo# 1o
JIECTHUIIE, KOTOPas CKPUIIesia MO TSAXKeCThio ee 6echOpMEHHON MaCCHI.

CrnyCTHBIINCH BHU3, X035IMKa OTKPHIIAa MaJIeHbKYIO OBEPD, O CYIIeCTBOBAHUM KOTOPOM HUKOTHA
mpexme He Iofo3peBasia XKeHIWHa, 1 00e BOIIUTH B CHIPOM ¥ TEMHBIA KOPUOOP.

KpuctuHa He BUfesna He 3TH He [aJiblie mara nepeq co0oi, Ho MaTh Ka3oTT B3sizia ee 3a PyKYy.

Hoinast mo KOHIIA KOPHUOOPA, CTapyXa OTOOBUHYIIA IIOPTHEPY, ¥ OHKM OKA3a/IMCh B KPOIIEYHOM KOMHATE,
TZie 3aKPBIThIE CTABHU HE MPOIYCKalIX HU €OUHOTO JHEBHOTO JIyYa.

Morsogas XKeHIMHA, YbH I'71a3a yCIIeJIn YK€ HEMHOT'O IIPUBLBIKHYTh K TEMHOTE, PA3rjisigejla CUIIydT
BBEICOKOT'O MY2KYMWHEI.

— OcTaBbTe HAC, — IPUKA3aJl OH TPYOBIM, BJIACTHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

Xo3s11iKa 307I0TOM MEJIbHHUITE MOCIIENINIa UCIOIHUTh IIPUKa3aHHE U YOaJINJIaCh TaK 6BICTpO, KaK
II03BOJISITIO €€ YyOOBHIITHOE TEJIOCIIOKEHHUE.

— ¥V Bac ecTh nuChMO, MaiaM, — CHOBA 3arOBOPHII TOJIOC, — KOTOPOE COJEPKUT CTPOKHU, KOTOPEIE,
HanucaHHOe pyKo#u [penidyca?

— EcTb, OHO HAMKCaAHO OT €T0 PYKH.



— W BHI CcOrTacHH YCTYIIUTE €TI0 HaM 3d CYMMY B CTO TBHICAY d)paHKOB? qa MOTY BBIIIUCATh Y€K
AHrnuiickoro 6aHKa B JIOHOOHE, TOe BaM OMJIaTsAT CYMMY, KdK TOJIBKO BEHI IIPDEOBABUTE €T0.

— f1 roToBa coBepIIUTL 06MEH, — 0TBeTHIa KpuCTUHA, TOJI0C KOTOPO# APOTHYI U TTOOIeOHE elre B
TeHu. Ho, y MeHs eCTh OJJHO YCJIOBHE, BEPHEe BOIIPOC...

— FOBOpI/ITe, S CIIyHIalo. Haperocs, g CyMeI0 YOOBJIETBOPUTH BacC.

— Ynap, KoTophlii mopas3ut [perdyca, JomKeH OBITh HACTOIBKO PEIIUTEIbHBIM, YTOOB OH HUKOTAa
He CMOT TIOJHSThCS Ha HOTH.

He3HaKOMeII CyX0 YCMEXHYJICS:

— ITOT ymap pa3faBuT ero, — ckasan oH. — He GoiTech, MafiaM, uMs [Ipeiidyca 6ymeT BEIYEPKHYTO
13 peecTpa XKUBHIX.

TBepmast pyka cxBaTuiaa PyKy KpuCTHHEI, 1 OHa IIOYYBCTBOBaJa, Kak 60pomaToe JTUI0 CKIIOHUIOCH K
ee yxy, 94ToOHI IEMHYTh e HECKOJIBKO CJIOB BIIOJITOJIOCA.

— Ax! -BOCKJIMKHYJI OHA. JTO npaBha? Ha BCio XKu3HB!..

— HMiMeHHO.

— Bepurte, 6epute!

U oHa C SIpOCTHOU PafoCThIO MIPOTAHYIa HE3HAKOMIy ITMChMO, KOTOPOe HeflaBHO AOCTAJl U3 MMaKeTa.
My>X4uHa IOJOoIIeN K ABEPU Ha CEKYHY IPHUOTKPHIT OIBEPE.

Bermbiit my4y cBeTa MPOHUK B KPOMEIIHYIO ThbMY, ¥ BCKOpPE UCYe3.

He3nakomMers cTosin cnuHoM, KprcTHHA He MOTJIa PA3NMU4YUTh YEPTH €r0 JIHUIIA.

— OTO IHCHMO! — CKa3all OH COaBIEeHHLIM I'0OJI0COM. — A BOT OrOBOpeHHasd IflaTa. — Korma BeI
HaMepeHHl TOKUHYTh [lapuxk, Mmagam?

— Tawm, HaBepxy, — cnabo oTBeTuna KpucTrHa, — TaM, HaBepXy, JIEXKUT TPyl Moero pebeHka!.. Kak
TOJIBKO 1 IOBEPIO €T0 3eMII€...

— He crout yrpyxknatbcsi! Mul cienaeM Bce HeoOxoguMoe 3a Bac. [TonoxuTeck Ha MeHs. Ho BH
OOJIXKHBI yeXaTh CETrOHS K€ BeUepoM UM, caMoe IT03Hee, 3aBTpa yTPOM, B IIEPBOM Hacy.

Hactynuna tuiinHa, HapyuiaemMasi 6071€3HEeHHBIM B3[[0XOM.
— IIa 6ymeT Tak! — cka3ajia MoJIofias XKeHIIHA.

— Temeps, KorAa Bce B IOPSOKe, s JOJIKEH OTKJIaHAThCSA. 2Kesalo BaM CYaCT/IMBOTO IIyTELIECTBUS U
cyacTnuBo mobpaThcesi. Ho He 3a0kIBaiiTe, YTO B IOIKHBEI MOT4YaTh... B BaImx ke HHTEpecax ObITh
HEeMOH, KaK MOTHJIa.

HesHakoMer mporien MUMO KpucTuHsl, 4TOOH YITH, HO OHA yAepzKasa ero 3a IajbTo.

— Eme MuHyTKy! — CKa3aja OHa B3BOJIHOBaHHO. — Korpma, CKaxXuTe... IpOU30UIET 3TO?



— OJroii ke HOubl0. Bce roroBo. TosbKo 9TOT0 MUChMa U He xBaTasno. Ho Grarogapsi BaM MEL ero
3agepxkuM! Brl TONBKO YTO, KakK OyATO caMu MOANKUCAIX CMEePTHLIH npurosop Ansbpeny Hpendycy.

MyxunHa ucues3 B KOPUAOPE, pa3maBajiCs 3X0OM JIAIIb 3BYK €ro yOaasdiuXCs aros.
— Kak 06ynTo g cama mopfmnucaaa CMEPTHBINM IPUT0BOp! — mpoienTana KprucTuHa axoM.

CrpartHsiit, 6eCCMBICTIEHHBIN, CBEPXYETIOBEUECKUH KPUK PA3aliCst BO ThMe. DTOT KPUK OBIT ITOX0K
Ha KpHK, KOT7la KHMBbEeM BHIPHIBAIOT CEPAlle U3 TPYIH.

3a TeM mocjemoBarl 3BYK Té€Jla, TA2KEJIO YIIaBIIET0 Ha II0JI.
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