B necy nmaxjio HaBO30M U HUIIUMHU.

BaiiHKep Bcerga 3HaJ, YTO 3TOT OeHb HaCTaHeT. TOT IeHb, KOTma KPeCThsIHe C BUnIaMu, pelpu u
CTpaiiKepH-MUHbOHEI, 3aBUYS €0 3aC/IyKeHHOMY 60raTCTBY, COOEPYTCS B OTPOMHYIO TOJIITY U
TIOTIRITAIOTCSI €T0 CBePTHYTh. MIepaTop BCeX BpeMeH 3HaJl, YTO B 3TO TPYHHOE BpeMs OH Oy#eT
MIPU3BaH CIYXKHUTh ITOCIEAHAM OIIJIOTOM LIMBUNIMU3AIMY APAKOHOB IIPOTUB CUJT BOCCTaHHUS.

— Tl ero BUOUIIL? — CIIPOCHKJT HUIIUM, BO3TJIABISABIINY HeOOBIIYI0 TPYIINY U3 TPEX YeJI0BEYKOB
phIlapel ¢ Meyamu. BailHKep cpa3y ke y3Ha/l B HeM BCafjHKKa Ha nerace. [loroga Melana UM Tak
JKe CHUJIbHO, KaK ¥ CaMOMY APaKOHY, ero foOrYe MPUXOOUI0Ch IPOABUTaThCS BIIEPEr 110 CHETY.
Kaxpplii 13 HUX HEC Hafl TOJI0BOM 9TO CTPAaHHOE KOJMbIIO CBeTa. — M3-3a 9TOro rpafa s HUUEro He
MOT'y Pa3lINu4YuTh, HO S BUAEI, KaK OH yIlaJ Helofaleky.

ITu 6e33aKOHHEIE OUKapHu IIpegaTeJIbCKU IIOXUTUIIM €TI0 MUHBOHA, N30JIMPOBaB €TI0 OT X034dHKHa, a
TEIIePb OHU €TI0 OKPYXKUJIN.

[Topa moka3aTh UM, KaKO¥ BUJ 00U B KI1acCoBOM 6oproe.

— BHE3AITHOE HAITAIIEHUE! — BocknukHyn BallHKep, pa3maBUB pHILIaps B KPOBaBOE MECUBO.
bnaromapsi cBoeMy KOJbIy-MHUTalIKe OH CYMeJ 3allelIUThCsA 3a CHET, IBUTASCh C KOIIaYbel JIOBKOCTHIO
MeX[Iy JepeBbsiMU. M3-3a MarnyecKux IIMTOB, KOTOphIe BhI3Bana KopHenus [IITOpMBUH, )KeBaThb
yeJioBeYKa OBIJIO TOpa3fo Tpy[AHee, YeM 00BIYHO, HO APAKOH OB IOCTATOYHO T'OJI0HEH, YTOOH 3TO
CHenarh.

— Ha nac mamanu! — BEIKPUKHYJIA IpEAYIIpeXaeHNe BCafHNUIIa Ha TIerace, CTPeNssl Hayraf U3
CBOETO BeAYyIIero Opyxkus, Ho BallHKyp ycnes OTKYCUTh OT Hee II0JIOBUHY.

— Kax ... HeBuauMEIi! — BEIpyrajicsl OOUH U3 HEMHOTUX OCTABIIUXCH JIIOEX, He B CUIaX Pa3jInuuTh
BaiiHKepa, — OH HEBUAUM!

— JlpakoHH He yCTpauBalOT HEBUAMMEIX 3acaf! — OTBeTUs ApPyroi. — OHU TYIb, KaK KUPIU4YH!

BaliHkep B rHEBe IEPHYJICS. — Y MEHS UHTEJUIEKT LIECThAECAT YeThpe! — MOMpPaBuUI OH UX, a 3aTEM
IIBLIPHYJI Y€JIOBEYKOB Ha EePEBbsI CBOMM XBOCTOM, B pe3y/ibTaTe Yero PacTeHUs PYXHY/IU UM Ha
CIIUHY.

K ero 60p11oMy pa3o4apoBaHKI0, YETBEPO HEMIPUSITEIeH II0Ciie CMEePTH BEePHYJIUChH, XOTS ¥ PaHEHEHIe,
¥ Cpa3y Xke IOMbITaTUCh HeMeIJIEHHO OTCTYIUTh, BallHKep B30pBaJl UX OTHEHHHIM IapoM. Ero mmams
COTIPOTHUBIISITIOCH TPANly U MEPEKUHYIOCh Ha IePEBbS.

— BaiiHKep yHUUTOXKUI OTPSAL Jpuka Ha ceBepe! — ['onoc KopHenuu 5XoM pa3Heccs MexXay
[IePEBLEB, TAK YTO C JIUCTHEB TOCHINANCS CHET. — ['oneM ckopo OynmeT TaM. 3efleHbll MabyuK,
[Ipeuk, Bu3y, 3aMaHuUTe €ro B JTOBYLIKY!



BaﬁHKyp (bBIpKHYTI IIPpK 3TUX CJIOBAX, 3daTE€M 3aMETHIJI JIETAIIEro HaJg HUM BCAJHWKA Ha JIeJIHOM
HpeﬁKe, CMEHHUBIIIEro CBOE OPYyXKHKE Ha CTPAHHEIE Gal"pOBbIe Ke3JIbl, KOTOPBI€ OH ITOOXKET. B otnuune
OT OPaKOHa, ero KphbljlaTas 3Med, Ka3aJIOCh, OT I'paa He IIoCTpaaaia.

BaliHKep OTKPHUI OBIJIO POT, YTOOH! yIapUTh €r0 CHU3Y, HO BCagHUK YBepHYyICcsA. — BoT oH! —
3aKpuyall BCaHUK.

Jlec comporHyJcs, KOpHU AePeBbEB BLHIPBAIUCh U3 3€MJIM U CHera. JTH IIymasiblia TOTYac xKe
TIOTIRITAJIMCH TTIOMMaTh BaliHKepa B JIOBYLIKY, HO OH 003Ker UX CBOMM OTHEHHBIM OhIXaHUEM.

BcagHuk mpetika OpOCUI CBOM ajible XKe3JTbl CBEPXY Ha 3eMJTI0 PSIOM C MECTOM HaXO0XKOEHUS
BaiiHkepa; KaXkObIH U3 HUX B30PBAJICS, KaK TOIBKO OHU KOCHYJIHCH 3eMJIM WU IIJITaMeHU OPaKOHa.
OmnuH 13 B3PHIBOB YOAPHII IPAKOHA CJIEBA, OTYETO €T0 Yellys Hadalla 3ymeTh.

Brl monyumimu cinaObId YPOH.

9TO HAIIOMHHUIIO €My KOIIb€ BeTPa Ky3HEUYHUKOB, TOJIbKO Iropa3go cnabee.

XyKe Toro, pagoM ¢ BarlHKkepoM Ha 3eMie MOsIBUJICS Maru4eCcKuii Kpyr, Ha HEro CBEPXY yIaja
orpoMHas yepHas chepa, 06pa3oBaB B MecCTe NafieHus KpaTep. Huiue o0cTpensnu ero uananeka!

[To Mepe TOTO, KaK aTaku KOpHEH U 60MOapIUPOBKH CTAaHOBUIIACH BCe 00Ie€ MHTEHCUBHEIMH,
BaiiHKep u37gaBaj peB U MYajics Yepe3 JIeCc B IOMCKAX JIyYInero moss 60si, 6pocast JepeBbsi Ha 3€MITIO
¥ HaCTyIas Ha M060ro, KOMy He ITOBEe3JI0 0Ka3aThCs Ha ero ImyTH.

Yepes HECKONTBKO MUHYT BaiiHKep BHIIIEN U3 Jleca ¥ mo6pascs Ko 6epera 3aMepsInero o3epa, Kakoe-
TO BpeMsI OH CKOJIb3HJI 10 JIe[STHOM ITOBEPXHOCTH, II0KA He BCTAJl Ha HOTM. B OTKPHITOM II0JI€ 10 eTr0
yelye ¥ KPbIIbsM OUTT TPpaf.

Brl mony4aeTe nmaccuBHIM ypoH oT [IlITopm I'papal.

BaitHKep ornsifgesics BOKPYT, pagysiChb TOMY, UTO ero IJIaMs II0XKUpPaeT Jiec U fiefaeT TOPU3OHT
YEePHBIM OT JbIMa.

— K o3epy! — [Ipukasasa Ky3HeuuK KopHesus, ¥ JOBOJIBHO CKOPO €€ CTas BHIIIIA U3 OTHEHHOTO
neca, 4ToOBl BCTPETUTHLCS Ha 1oJjie 005 TUIIOM K Tully ¢ BalHKepoM.

B o61m1e#t CIIOXKHOCTH, 3a HUM ITOCJIE0BAJI0 TPUHAIATE CYIIECTB, BKITI0Yas BCagHUKA JperKa.
Balinkep y3Han cpeid HUX Maros, pa300MHUKOB U PHIJaped, HACTOSIIYI0 CBOPY aBaHTIOPUCTOB,
00beIMHUBIINXCS, YTOOBI YMEPETh OT €r0 PYKHU. BONBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX OBIIU JTIOOBMH, HO CPEU HUX
ObLTM 37bGE, OOUH THOM, 3BePeK U faXKe 3eJIeHOKOXKUM MICUCTHIN OpK.

B manbHeM KOHIle apbeprapia BaiiHkep 3aMeTun anbQuiiKy ¢ 671eIHON KOXKeN U ToJTyObIMU



BOJIOCaMH, CUOAIIYIO BEPXOM Ha eOuHOpOore. OpeTtas B TAXKEJIYIO MAHTHUIO U3 MeIBEXbEro MeXa 1
JIeJdHYIO KOPOHY, OHaQ, IOX0XKe, Obla Ha JugepoMm.

A psimoM c Hel ... OB IEPeoeThIN GerpH.

Ou npuHsn 0611k 6e1000pOIOT0 YeToBeYKa B MaJIMHOBOM IITallle ¥ IIJIsgie, Ho BaliHKep y3Ha B
3TOM XPYIIKOM Ha BHI HaceKoMoM ¢omopa. CylnecTBoO KpHUBO YIBIOHYIOCH eMYy, HAUTPHEIBAs IIECHIO Ha
CBOEM KOCTSIHOU [yAOUKe.

— Menn Jlun! — BaliHKep y3Has 3TOr0 OTBPATUTENbHOr0 oOMaHIKuKa. OH [OJIKeH OB 3HATh, KTO
CTOMT 3a 3TUM MSITEKOM YepHU. — THI OMSITh IMPHUIIES B3TISTHYTh Ha 00paTHYI0 CTOPOHY MOeH PYKH,
KPEICOJIOB?

— [PaccesaTs Maruio]! — Mar, ofieTEIi B MaHTHIO C CHMBOJIaMHU, YKa3aJl [lajiblleM B CTOPOHY
BaiiHKepa ¥ CHSIJI C HEr0 HeBUAUMOCTh. MHOTHE B apMUU aBaHTIOPUCTOB aXHYJIH IIPU BUOE €Tr0 alou
YeIlyH.

— OH Tako¥ OrPOMHBIN! — OOUH U3 MaroB, OAETHIM KaK IIpUu3pakK U3 NPOCTHHYU, 3a0XHYJICSA OT
07aroroBeiHOro ykaca Iepey BeluureM JpaKoHa.

— Opu, He CTOU TaM, IPU30BU IPUBHULIEHNE, — NIPUKa3aia KOHHAs 3/bGuiKa, IPefCTaBUBIIAsCS
Ky3neunkom Kopuenuen.

- [I-ga!- ITpu3pak B IPOCTHIHE Chefall CTpaHHbIe ABUXKEHHUS, HO BailHKep oTpearupoBa’l IEePBLIM.
[IpaKoH OTKPHBIUI IIaCTh U IIOMBITANICS CXKEYb BCIO CTAl0 MCKATeNlel IPUKITIOYEHNN OTHEHHOU CMEPTHIO.

— [Ycunennsiit Pyuntiit Bapeep], — oTpearupoBa BoJIIe6HUK CUMBOJIOB, CO3[aBasi BOKPYT apMUHU
JKEeJITHIH, TOKPBITHIM CUMBOIaMU IIUT. HECMOTpS Ha TO, YTO LIUT TPECHYJ, 3allliTa OTpa3uia
nbixaHue BaliHKepa, K ero 60JbIioMy pa3apaxeHuio. [1naMs Hadyano NnaaBUTh CHET U Jief
I0OTM30CTH, XOTS ¥ He HAaCTOJIbKO, YTOORI Pa3pyIIUTh IIOBEPXHOCTH 03€Pa.

— [Br13oB CHexkHoro TanIiopa]! — ITpoCTHIHHEIN TPU3PAK 3aKOHYUJT CBOM HEJIETIBIN TaHell, U PSIOM C
HUM 00pa3oBasicst Oesblit Maru4yeckuit Kpyr. B HeM MaTepuanu3oBanach ru0Kas jiefsiHas CTaTys C
BOJIOCAMHM M3 TyMaHa. BHeltHe moxoxee Ha 31b(da, cyiecTBo B 6e10i MacKe, CKPBIBAOIIEH ero JIuIlo,
MMeJIo IIPUKPEeIIeHHbIE K er0 pyKaM Irojiy0sle XpycTasibHble KIUHKY. Er0 KOHEYHOCTH, CJIOBHO
MapUOHETKY, C IIPOCTHIHHEIM MaroM CBSI3bIBajli TOHKKE HUTH.

— MunboH! — Kpuknyn BaiiHKep, XKejlas BOCCOEQUHUTHCS CO CBOUM IJIaBOU IIepCOHAIa - €CJIU OHU
BHI3BaJIM MOJKpeIieHue, To U UMmneparop Toxe. - MUHBOH! Beprucs croma!

— O=n npussiBaet [antona! — [Ipenynpenuna KopHenus. bapbep paccessncs U 9TO IO3BOJIUIIO ee
BOMHaM U JIe[THOMY CYIIIeCTBY HallaCcTh Ha BaiiHKepa.



— [Hunpstony: ITepk ITeyats]! — YemoBedek, y KOTOPOTo BCe YYACTKHM KOXKY ObIITA OOTSHYTH
yepHBIM 00fIY, CHeraln 3HaK PYKOH, U IpakoH MTHOBEHHO IIO4YyBCTBOBAJ ce6s ociabeBIINM.

Bam [ITpu3siB I'eponbaa (BukTtop HanTtox)] Ovin 3anevyatad Huapg3s Bubowm!

BrI He cMOKeTe UCIOJIb30BaTh 3TOT [1epk mo Tex mop, moka Huunzs Bub ocraetcs Ha nose!

— BceM npuHSATH cTpol A3uHKyp! MacTep PyH ocTaeTcs no3aau u 3amuinaeTt 6adhepos! —
BBIKpUKHYJIa puka3 KopHenusi. — KappauHar, BeIJIeUN HAIIMX TAHKOB ¥ COMYTCTBYIOMIKY yiiep0!
CrnenyiiTe MOel CTpaTeruu, ¥ Mul mobegum!

Ee npucnemsuKy UCIyCTUIN BOCTOPKEHHEIN BOIIb, a BaliHkep ycMmexHysca. OH yKe COKpyIIas B
IIPOIIJIOM apMHUU HaCEKOMBIX U CHeJlaeT 3TO CHOBA, faxke eClii eMy IPHUAeTCS yOUTh UX [BaXK[b.

ABaHTIOPUCTHL pa3[e/IUJINCh Ha OTHe/IbHbIE I'PYIIIEL ¥ OKPYXKuIu BaiHKepa. [IpsaMo nepen IpakoHOM
ctostmy CHeXHBIM TaHIIOP, 2KEITONMHITEINA YeI0BeYeK-0ereMOT C OTPOMHEIM MOJIOTOM, PHIIIAPh, YbH
OpoH30BHIE HOCIIEXU OBITM IMOKPHITH PyHAMU, ¥ THOM, OJIEeTHIM KaK CBSIIeHHUK. BcagHUK fipelika
IIPUCOEeUHUJICS K HAM, OKa3blBasd IOAAEePKKY C BO3[AyXa.

Hununzs Bub u, moX0Xuit Ha CBUHBIO, OPK, TAaXHYIIUN TPaBaMU ¥ HaBO30M, IBUHYJIHUCH CJieBa OT HETO,
a 9MbGUUCKUM TYYHUK, CAOEBIINI BePXOM Ha JIOIIagy, BCTaJl CIIipaBa.

SHB(l)‘-II/IK KOpHeHI/IH 0CTaJIaCh I103aH, PAOOM C Mennom JIunoM KPBICOJIOBOM, MAaCTEPOM PYH, CKYOHO
OIETHIM YEeJIOBEKOM-KOIIIKOM, IIPU3BIBATEJIEM M MAar'OM B Y€PHOM IIJIallle 1 BOJIIIIEOHOM IIIISIIE.

— [Ounctka 3aknuHanuit!] — BaliHKep aKTUBUPOBAJ CBOM M0OMMEIH [Tepk u Opocuics Ha
KopHemnuto, TOTOBLIM PACTONTATh TF000T0 Ha cBoeM myTu. CKYIHO OETHIN YeT0BEK-KOIIKa Haval
TaHIeBaTh, Peripu 3aurpas MeJoguio, a MacTep PYH MOOHST Oapbep, YTOOH 3aIUTUTL apbeprap].

[Tepk [Tanro Bempmaka] Tanmopa ®enukca NOJHA MarudecKyr CUITy BpaXkKeCKUX Maros!

[TepemoBas rpylia mepexBaTuiia BaliHKepa, YeJ0BeK C MOJIOTOM B PyKax IPBITHYJI Ha JPaKOHa C
TIOJHSITHIM OpYyKueM. [I[paKOH OTTOJIKHYJI €T0 B CTOPOHY, HO, KaK HU CTPaHHO, 00e3bsHa BhIIepKaia
yIoap, pyXHyB Ha Jief ¥ ObICTPO MOAHSBIINCE HAa HOTU. CHeXKHBEIM TaHIIOp, CKOJIb3S II0 JIBAY C
HEBEPOSITHOM CKOPOCTHIO, PacCeK JIOObIKKY BaliHKepa 1 ObICTPO YKIIOHUIICS OT KOHTpaTaKH.

[Jlegsinou KnuHok] Havec cynep 3¢ dekTuBHLM yaap! Bel monyyunu cpegHUN YPOH OT MOpo3a!l

— [Baiidy Ho Paiiton]! — Hunpss Bub crioxumn pyku BMecTe, 1, COeJlaB CTPaHHbIM 3HAK, BEICTPEIHII
B BaliHKepa MOJIHUEH, a OPK B 9TO BpeMs BHIIOXHYJI OypIo JemecTKoB. Yellysl opakoHa oTpa3una obe
aTakd, a cam MiMrepaTop ymapui OpOH30BOT0 PHIIapsi HAaO0TMallbk. — He Mory mpoOuTh 3alIuTy
OpakoHa!



— TaliHas aTaka, Ipyu, IePEeKII0YNCh Ha MOONEPKKY, — MMpuKa3ana KopHenus, moBopauynuBasiCh K
YepHOMY BOJIIEOHUKY PSIOOM C Hel. — Bu3H, UCIONIb3yH CBOM CaMble CHUJIbHbIe 3aKIMHAHUS;
TOTAJIBHOE HamaneHue!

— [Manoe [Temounuueckoe IIpoknsaTtue]! — Baliukep 6pocusncs Ha CHexxHoro TaHI[opa, KOTga TOT
CHOBA OBUHYJICS B aTaKy, ¥ yaapuI ero. M CyuecTBo, ¥ ero Ipu3bsiBaTeNb CIIOTKHYIUChH, 3aCTaBISS
BalfHKepa 3agyMaThCs, CBSI3aH JIU IIOCJIEOHUN CO CBOMM MUHBOHOM. Ho mpexme, 4eM OH yCIies
IOBUHYTHCS, YTOOBI €TI0 MIPUKOHYUTh, BCATHUK-TYYHUK COOKY BBIITYCTHII B HET'O CTPEIIy, a BCAOHUK Ha
Ipe#Ke B 3TO BpeMs IPUTOTOBUIICS OPOCUTH ellle HeCKOJIbKO O00MO. JIyYHUK BHICTPEIIHIT IEPBEIM,
BaliHKyp MOmHSN JTally ¥ XPIOKHYT OT yaapa.

[Ctpena [IpakoHOyOuiilla] HaHeca IBOMHOMN YPOH!

IBUTasACH C UCKITIOUUTEILHOM CKOPOCThIO, BaliHKep CcXBaTH/I KOHS, @ BMECTE C HUM U JIyYHHUKA, U
Opocun o0oux B cefjoKa gpeliKa. YOUBIEHHbIN KaBaJIePUCT He CMOT YBEPHYTHCS OT
MMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHOIO CHapsAa, ¥ OOUIEI PYXHYJIK HA 3aMep31Iee 03epo.

Vix 60M0OBI B30pBaIuCh, pa30pBaB WX Ha YaCTH ¥ 3aCTaBUB YaCTh 3aMep3IIell TOBEPXHOCTH PYXHYTh;
Mar-opK ObIJT TOWMaH B3PLIBOM, a 3aTEM yIIal B IESTHYIO BOMY.
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