I'naBa 530 [InaBatorree Teno ypoBHS 3Be3nHOTr0 JIopaa 9To 3Be3nHOe HEDO, OH CTOUT B HebGe, BOKPYT
OecunclieHHBIE Bparu, eCTh JII0OY, €CTh ¥ UHOIJIaHETSIHE, OOUH 3a APYTUM OUeHb cuibHble. OH Toman
B OKPY2K€HMe, BCe HallaflaJId Ha Hero U XOTeJIU YTO-TO MOIy4YuTh OT Hero. KpoBaBoe 3Be3gHOe HEDO, B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB ero Cuya UCCIKia, OH Pelln B30pBaTh 3BE3OHOE MOpe, IIPEBPATUIICS B JIy4 CBETa U
yman B 3Be37bl. Uy Xao 04HYJICS, TOJIBKO ITOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK CepAlle 3aK0JI0THUIIOCh, M 00I1BasiCh
IIOTOM. JTY CLIeHy OH He IIOMHUJI, Belb OH OIIpefieJIeHHO He HaCTOJIbKO CHUJIEH, JIETATh B TeJle B TeJe,
aTo cnocobHocTs bora Boiiuel, Bepxuue Tpu LlapcTBa MOTYT ieTaTh TOJBKO B IIpefeiaX IMIaHeTHL.
Yron 6ymymero? Uy Xao yxke 3HaeT, 4T0 OeCUKMCIIeHHbIe SKCIIEPTH 3B€3MHOT0 JOMEeHa KOYT
oTKpHITHS O10Kamel HebecHoit BoeBoit 3Be3msl, rpabs HACIEACTBO CEMbY X9, ¥ TI0KA €Tr0 JTUYHOCTh
IIPOCOYHUTCS, eT0 Hen30exKHO OyOyT ocaxkmaTh OecyucIeHHbIE 9KCIIePTH. He HCKITI0YeHo, YTO OH
pa3o0weT 3Be3nHOoe HeOo u B3opBeTcs. "Ax!" "[a!" "H! " HekoTopkle NTIOAU IPOCHYINUCH, I'1a3a Yy Xao
3ametanuch, Cy Banrioa, 'y Llunuss, FOHS 1lal, a Takxke 'y @311 u [lyaHbMy YaHTSIHb HaXOOATCA
3[eCh, He B CUJIaX YCIIOKOUThLCS. "0, 3U, O, TBOU I'Jla3a COBCEM He CMOTPEJIX Ha MeHsd. Thl
X0uelllb, YTOOH! 51 COIIa C yMa U HUKOTAa He npocHynack?" Cga K0aHb4ao OO0 0UeHb HEJIOBKO.
"MarseHbKUH [IbSIBOJ, TOTMIa CIJIETHUYAH, 1 cOpoiry TeOs mpsiMo B peky!" npurposun Uy Xao. Cs
HOanbvyao BApyT 3axJIONHYJ POT, OH JEeUCTBUTENIBHO UCIyTaJICd TaKOU ropsdeil pyku. He Kaxpubii
MOXKET BEePHYThCS II0CJIe TOpaXKeHus, B ceMbe MypOHT eCTh 4eJI0BEK, KOTOPHIA CTAHOBUTCS BCE HUXKE
U HUXKe, U B KOHIIe KOHI[OB BECh Y€eJIOBEK CII0JI3aeT B pPeKy, u3-3a 4yero Yy Xao He MOXKeT He CMOTPETh
Ha BoeHayaJlbHuKa ceMbyd MypoHT. [Touemy He oH? BapoHTreilH ceMbu MypOHT HEOOBSICHUMO
IIPENICTaBNISIETCS €My, HO CTapHK TOXXe YMHBIM 4eJloBeK. BCKope 51 0YHyJICA ¥ He CMOT yOepKaThCs OT
HEHABUCTU K YOUNCTBY, TOJILKO BRIPYTaJiCs B CTOPOHY, HO CTPEJISITh He PEIInICS.

YTO MIOKUPYET, TaK 3TO TO, YTO HE3HAKOMEIN IOCyJaph BOWHH TakxKe OblsT 3aBepOOBaH, U BeCh
4yeJI0BeK ITOTPY3UsIcs B peKy. bombie Hu4Yero He BeiibiBaeT. OH abCcomoTHO BUCUT. OT 9TOTO BCe
BCIIOTeNH, HO faxe BoerHoro 'ocymaps MOXKHO ITOXOPOHUTE. ECIIM OHU CIUIIKOM TSAXKeJIble, OHU
IOJIKHEI OBITh ONMHAKOBEIMU. [IapOMIIUK BCe ellle He X04eT NoAAepKUBaTh 0aMOYKOBHIE IIIECTH U
TIepemnpaBnsaThCS Ha apyrou 6eper. "Kak aTo ee HeT?" npomentana FOub Lait, maxe ee
Gosnbleria3oe JIUI0 3HAJIO TPETIET, HO 3TO ObLIO CIIMIIIKOM CTPAIHO U CIUIIKOM MOIIHO. Yy Xao He
IIOHMMaeT, BTaliHe TOBOPSI, HACKOJILKO IMMPOKOHN MOxKeT ObITh peka? "Cmotpu. Yto 310?" KTO-TO
BOPYT yKa3al BIepeq U CKa3as. Bce mocMoTpenu B TOM HalpaBlIeHWUH, Ky[a yKa3al MyXuuHa.
yBUZEJI, 4TO I10 IJ1afKOU 3epKaJbHOU BOME IIJILIBET KaKOU-TO IIPegMeT, HO BOJa B3bIMaslach, U g He
MOT Pa3TJISifeTh, 4TO 3T0 Ob110. UTOOB 3HATH, YTO 3Ta PeKa He TOHET, OHa Ha3kiBaeTcs CTUKC, TaM He
IOTKHO OBITH XKUBEIX CYIIECTB, KaK MOXKET TaM ApelidoBaTh TaKas Belllb? Bce MOMHSIN X0I0O0K U3
KOCTEM, TOJIbKO IIOYYBCTBOBAB, UTO pPeKa CIIMIIKOM CTpaHHas. [1o 3TOT0 BCe OHU ObUIM OXBaYEHBI
CBOUMHU COOCTBEHHBIMM HaBA3UUBHIMU upesMu. [Jaxe Bragbika BolHE 0TIIpaBUIICS IPSIMO K PEKE,
He3aMeTHO yOuBas nmofer. MoxKeIlb JIA Thl IO3BOJIUTH JIIOASIM CTOSITh MPsiM0? XpabpocTs Pao - Uy
Xao goCcTaTOYHO BEJIMKa, U B 3TO BpeMs OH YyBCTBYET IIOT Ha JIafloHgX. JIo[Ka Ilyla Me[JIeHHO, HO
TBapb MeAJIEHHO gpelidoBaia Hal HUMHU, TaK 4TO Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMs PACCTOSIHUE MeXIy HUMU
crasno goctaToyHo 6nu3kuM. "Teno!" Bce SICHO BUIAT, HO BCe TIIETHO. JTa IlaBaomas mryka. Ha
caMoM [iefie 9TO OBLJT My2KUYKHa B 30JI0TOM IIIEJIKOBOM XajlaTe, HO TaK KakK OH CHUeJl Ha KOPTO4YKaXx, OH
He MOT Pa3JIM4HUTh er0 BHEITHOCTh, HO BOJIOCH! OBIIM YEPHEIMU U OJIeCTAIIMMY, a KOXKa IJIagKol, Kak
Hedput. OH He JOIXKeH OBITh CIIUIIKOM CTaphIM. "ITO, 9TO JeTeHAapHBIN 30JI0TOH HIeNK?"
HesHnakoMmbii BoeHHbIN Biafbika BHE3AITHO 3aBOJTHOBAJICS, YKa3biBasd Ha 30JI0TYI0 IIPOBOJIOKY Ha
MA0CCKOM CBSIIIIEHHUKE. "ITOT MOosIC... ITO MyprnypHas mapya?" "ITOT xanaT ToxkKe 0COOeHHBIH, OH
chernaH u3 6eoro HegpuTOBOTO IMenKa!" munenue!

HeckonpKO CTapuKOB, 3HAIOLIUX boryanra, oueaoMieHbl. 9TO COKPOBHUILa APEBHUX BpeEMeEH. [laxe
Bor BouHbl He 0013aTEILHO MOXKET UMETh UX, HO 9TOT YeJIOBEK HOCUT TakK MHOro! MoXKHO cKa3aTh,
YTO OH MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh bora BoiHE TOKpacHEeTh, KOTHA TOT IIPOCTO OEPET YTO-TO B PYKH!
"OTpogpe, mogymaii, Kak CHATh HE(DPUTOBBEIM KYJIOH, BUCSAIINYI Ha TaJlul 3TOTO CBAIIEHHUKA!"
TonCTHIM KOT BHE3AIHO [IOBEPHYJICS K nepenatomeMy 3ByK Uy Xao. Uy Xao nmokayas rojioBou u



CKasas: "3[0ech BHE3AIHO MOSBUIICA IIJIaBAOIIKAN TPYI. OTO OYeHb CTPAHHO, He XKafHu4au!" BoeHHbIN
rocynaps 61 mpornoyeH CTUKCOM, ITOKA TOT He 3aM0JT4aJjl, HO Telepb UM MIPUXOOUTCS MUTAThCS B
"peke". UTo, mo-BallleMy, 3HAQYUT yXaxKuBaTh 3a CMePThI0. OH HUYEro He MOT C 9TUM I0fesaTh, HO
HecKobKo War Sovereign He MOT/IM HUYETO MOAENaTh. Y KpPeuoB ObI0 CIUIITKOM MHOTO COKPOBHIII,
1 110601 U3 HUX MOT chienaTh cepaie bora BoliHbl, He TOBOPS yKe 0 HECKONIBbKUX Biagbikax BonHEL.
Ecnu Ha 9TOM Xpelle eCTh ellle Kakue-HUOyOb COKPOBUINA, MOXKET JIX OH OOHUM IIPBIXKKOM
BO3HECTUCH K HeOecaM U ctaTh borom Boitne? [TomymaB 06 9TOM, BCe OHU BHICTPEJIUIN U CXBaTUIN
TJIaBalolIMe B Bofe Teja. "Iu, MacTep 60eBhIX UCKYCCTB TeppaHa, CMeellh COPEBHOBATHLCS C 3TUM
cugoM?" MHOMIaHEeTHHIM 3KCIIEPT X0I0AHO (MBIPKHYI U CKa3asl, MpaBas pPyKa B3MaxHyja, 97IEMEHT
cBeTa, GopMuUpPys LIapM, IPOTUB ceMbud MypoHT BoeHHoro CyBepeHa npounioro. "HecKonbKo
JKMBOTHHIX TakXkKe HaxogaTcs nepeq Ctapukom?" CyBepeH BOMHEL CeMbU MYpOHT He HEJIOBKO, ero
PYKY BCKUOLIBAIOTCS, M HECKOIBKO TUTAaHTCKUX Me4ell uTrpaioT, KOTOPhle OQMHAKOBO MOIIHBIE 1
cunbHBEe. OyM! [IBOe MyKUYWH UTpajy IPYT IPOTUB Ipyra U BHE3allHO IIyCTUJIU BOJIHEI 110 peke. Brina
nobuTa 6osbias BoiHa. [JaoCCKUi CBAIIEHHUK IIEPEBEPHYJIICS U IT0Ka3asl CBOE JIUI0. ITO KPACUBLIH
MyK4MHa, KOTOPOMY Ha BHUI BCEro COpPOK NieT. benoe nuio, Kak He@puT, 3Be3ma HOCOPOra, HEXKHOE U
37eTaHTHOe, KakK OyATO OH TOJILKO 4YTO YMeD, HET U cliefia pa3joxeHusi. Ho Ha ero nuile niasana
CTpaHHad ybI0Ka, 0T KOTOPOM JTI0AIM CTAaHOBUJIOCH XOJIOAHO. BUAS 9Ty CIleHy, BCe YyBCTBYIOT TOIHKO
XOJI0T ¥ BO3poXaeHue. "MHCTPYMEHT COKPOBUILL!

" Ho Bcex cpa3y npusiekia O6allHsa ¢ COKPOBUIIIaMU B pPyKaX NaOCCKMUX KpeloB. bemnas, kak Hepur,
KJleliMeHHas He MeHee YeM THICSYel PYH, ¥ Ha Hed eCTb IPEBPATHOCTH MPOCIeKTa. JI1060H, KTO
TIOCMOTPUT Ha Hee, MOXKeT ObITh yBepeH, uTo 3T0 CokpoBuile. MHCTPYMEHT, HO U AParoleHHOCTb.
"3aKOH rpaBUPOBKHY, 31, 9TO0 KaK MUHUMYM WUHCTpyMeHT COKpOBUI Ha ypoBHe 3Be3aHoro Jlopaa!"
BOCKJIMKHYJI TOJICTEIYA KOT. Bor BOoMHEI MuIllh MpubIM3UTENIbHO 3HAKOM C IIPABUJIOM IISITH YPOBHEH, a
IIpaBUJIO MacTepa - 3TO TO, YTO MOXKeT chefnaTh 3Be3nHbld Jlopa. Ilocne ocBoeHUs mpaBuii, MOXKHO
BBITPABUPOBATH IIPaBUjia B KaKOK-TO (OpMe U HalpsIMyIO BEI3BaTh pe30oHaHC Heba u 3eMiiu, KOTOPHIH
o01aflaeT MOITHOM CUIOHN. "IDTOT YeJIoBeK... Obl1 3BE3NHBIM JIopaoM mo cBoeit cmepTu?" - cipocusn Yy
Xao. "Ilo kpaitHe# Mepe, 3BE3OHBEIM JIOpIOM, HHaUe He HYKHO MCII0Ib30BaTh TAKOM HHCTPYMEHT
cokpoBuil!" TonCThM KOT KUBHYJ. Uy Xa0 BOPYT IOHAJI, YTO B 3TO MECTO HeJIb3s IPOHUKHYTh
HACHUJIbHO fjaXke Ha ypoBHe uMnepur. OHO eCTeCTBEHHO TaMHCTBEHHO U MOTyIIecTBeHHO. Ho
IOCKOJIbKY bor BoiHbEI ©30/1MpOBaH, KOTZla OH X04eT IPUUTH, OITaCHOCTh 3[[eCh OCTaHAB/IMBaETCS Ha
ypoBHe BoeHHoro Mmmepartopa. Torga y Hero B pykax 3allafHbli BeTep, He3aBUCKUMO OT TOT0, KTO
IIpaB, OMMAaCHOCTH [JIs XKU3HU HeT. Ho ceryac? OKCIepT, mofo3peBaeMbl B 3Be30HOM Jlopae, ymep,
IIJlaBasd B peke u uad 1o Boge. [loroau, sTo ke He bor BoliHbl, Tya HEIb3s BOUTH, KaK BOPYT BHILIIO
Teno 3Be3pHoro Jlopma? Yy Xao moCMOTpeN B CTOPOHY TOJICTOTO KOTa, TOJICTHIA KOT TOXKEe CMOTpPEIl Ha
HEro C COMHEHHEeM B I'Jla3ax, ONUH YeJI0OBEK ¥ OOUH KOT OBIIM 03afla¥eHHl. "B MpoIioM uMiepaTop He
BXOOWJI CI0Ja HaCUJIbHO, IOTOMY 4YTO ero Cusia CIUIIKOM CUJIbHA. 3aCTaBUB €r0 BOUTHU CIOfia, OH
TOJIPKO pa3pyLuT geopewn”. TOJICTEIA KOT TOBOPUT O IIPOLIIOM, "COTJIaCHO NPEAIOIOXKEeHUAM
MMIIEpaTopa, 3TO MOXKET ObITH PyKa APYTOTo BeIUKOro umneparopa.” "OgHako beccMepTHBIN
Benukuit MMnepaTop He MOXKeT XUTh BEYHO, II03TOMY y BEJIMKOTr0 eCTh HEKOTOPBEIE COMHEHMS Ha
3TOT cyeT. MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO 9TO TBOPEHHE UMIIepaTopa, uTo elle 0ojiee HeBeposTHO". Uy Xao
KHBaeT, ToJMbKo MMnepatop Hebec MoXKeT UMEeTh BeUHYIO KU3Hb.

Temeps BO IBOPIIe CKPBIBAETCSI CEKPET BEUHOM KM3HHU, YTO CaMo 110 cefe 0YeHb CTPaHHO. "MoxeT
OBITH, 3TOT TPYI CYIIECTBOBAJ B JPEBHUE BpeMeHa U B fipeBHOCTU". TOJICTHIM KOT CKa3as: "B mepuop
3TOT0 CUIEHHUS [JIMHHAS PeKa BpeMeHHU Oblla pa3fesieHa Ha YeThIpe YacTu: TalKy, IPEBHIOIO,
aHTHUYHYIO U COBpeMeHHYI0". "B mpeBHue BpemeHa He6o 1 3emiist OblIM BIIepBble OTKPHITHI, U ITpaBUiia
OB TOPa3[0 MeHee YTOHYEHHBIMU U CII0XKHBIMHU [IJ11 Pa3MBIIUIEHHS. B TO BpeMsi OSBUIOCH MHOT'O
MOTYIIECTBEHHBIX CYILIECTB, U OHU POXKAAIUCh PSOOM, @ HEKOTOPhIE Jaxe IIpaBuIu HanpsaMyo."
"Ecnu oHO co3gano HeboM u 3eMiiel, TO OHO He MOXKET He OBITh IJIOXUM, HO OHO MOXKET UMeTh
BEUHYIO KU3HB". TOJICTHIM KOT, Ka3aJioCh, IPOM3HEC CI0BO 6e3 Kpasi, HO B KOHIIe KOHI[OB OTCTYTIHI.



Ecnu TH X04emh XKUTh BEUHO, Thl JOJIXKEH OBafieTh pocnekToM Heba u 3eMmnu, u opyrou
BO3MOXKHOCTH HeT. "CyIlIecTByeT BOCEMb ITPOCIIEKTOB Mexkay Hebom u 3emieit. OnuH U3 HUX -
Beuntiit He6ecutrit imnepatop. OH HeIIOX, B HEM eCTh BeYHas XKU3Hb. HO CEeKpeT BeUHOM XKU3HU
3Mech - 3T0 6a3a KyJIbTHBUPOBAHUS, KOTOpPAs OCTaeTcs B 3Be3MHOM Bragbike HaBcerga. Pa3Be 3To He
npotuBopeune?" pasmeuiian Uy Xao. "[Ipocrnekt Heba u 3eMnu CIUIIKOM 3arafgoueH. Bemukui
uMIlepaTop OB TaK IIpeKpaceH B MIPOIIJIOM, HO OH TaK ¥ He CMOT OBJIafieTh IIPOCIIEKTOM, U B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB yMep!" ToncTeIil KOT cKa3an: "M3-3a 3TOro faXke UMIEpaTOp MOXKET TOJIBKO 0€CIIOMOIIIHO
Kakue kBanuduKalyu eCTb y CMEPTHEIX B 3TOM MUpPE, YTOOH IPeB30UTH BenKOro u HUKOTa He
ymupats?" "HeyxKenu ceKpeT BeYHOU KU3HU BO ABOPILIE - 3TO BCero nullb cayxu?" Yy Xao
HaxXMypHJICs, OH Boueln ciofa panu 'y LlurusH. Be3 momuo# kBanudukauuu boesoro Jlao mydie
00MeHATh 0a3y KyJIbTUBAlLMY Ha BeUHYIO XKU3Hb. "KT0 3HaeT?" ToNCTHIY KOT ITOKaydas ronosou. "Ecnu
MMIIepaTop ellle KuB, 0ECII0NIe3HO0 3aCTaBIsATh €0 MIOaBIATh APEeBHEE U COBpeMeHHOoe. JIio0bie
XUTpPHIE 3aTOBOPH M MaxWHaUuu 0ecronie3Hsl nepen HuM". "TaliHa, cCIpsiTaHHAs BO [BOPIIE,
BO3MOXKHO, HE MEHbIIle, YeM HacCJIeICTBO BEJIMKOr0 uMiepaTopa!" HelnoBKO cka3ajl Uy Xao. ToNCThII
KOT TOXe€ KHABHYIL.

IIBOpel OSIBUTCS JIUIIb Pa3 B MUJIIMOH J1eT. [laxke G0IbIIMHCTBO Bragslk [JoMEHOB HE CMOTYT €T0
YBUIETh. 37IeCh €CTh ITpefent 0a3bl KyIbTUBUPOBaHUsS. CaMbIM OIBITHBEIM SBJISIETCS TOJTbKO BOEHHBIH
HMmnepaTop. MoxXeT HalTH CKPHITEIE CEKPETHI, CIIPSITAHHBIE 3[ECh. "ITO IeNCTBUTENILHO OoraTas
COOBITUSIMU OCEHb, TedaTh HebecHo# BoeBoii 3Be30bl OTKPOETCS, ¥ ABOPEI] OTKPOETCS Ha 3TOM YTy,
Kak OynaTo Bce conutock”. "Ax!" B 3TOT MOMEHT OJHOBPEMEHHO 3aKpHUYajIi BCEr0 HECKOIBKO YEeJIOBEK,
OHM CHJIeJIW, OTKUHYB 3al, ¥ Ha X JIUIaX OblT HEOMUCYEeMHIH I1BeT cTpaxa. Uy Xao OryisHyIICcS U
II0YYBCTBOBAJI IIPOXJIagHBIM BO3AYX, IOOHMMAIOIIUICS OT IOMOLIB €ro HOT K royose. [Jaoc B CTukce
oTkpsln rna3al (IIpogonxenue cnenyer.)
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