I'naBa 434 Hanagernue Ha Yudnamusr [Tuk Ben [TounTtaemsiii! 3To 04eHb cTpaiiHas 6a3a
KyIbTUBUPOBaHUS, a yKac Oe3rpanuyeH. B orimuune ot Tpéx mapcTB, CpemHUX TPEX L[APCTB, TIOKA ThI
BCTYIIaelllb B 3TO 0OJIbIIOE IIaPCTBO, TH BCETAA MOXKEIb CO BpeMeHeM IOCTUYh ITHKa 3TOT0 IIapCTBa.
Pasnuna B ToM, uTO BoceMb BeH - 9T0 Bce ellle IeBSTh BEH, BOCEMb UCTOYHUKOB UJIU JECSATH
nCTOYHUKOB. Bepxuue Tpu LlapcTBa - 3T0 COBCeEM Apyroe. 31ecCh pedb UAET 0 KyJIbTUBUPOBAHUHU
nymu. Eciu ee coOCTBeHHBIY MTOTEHIIMA HEOOCTATOUYEH, TO BpeMs elrle AOoJro He OyaeT yaydIaThCs.
[TogoOHO TOMY, KaK HEKOTOPHIE JIIOAM CTynuiu B BoeHHOro MacTepa, 4epes CTO JIeT OH BCe ellle
octaBajcsi BoernriMm Mactepom 1-ro knacca, 6e3 kakoro-nubo ynydmenusi. [103ToMy ypoBeHb MeXIY
Benepamu BoiHEI SIBNISIETCS CHUIBHBIM, @ CIIOCOOHOCTD I0GeXkKaaTh Yepe3 IapCTBO MOXKET OBITh
Ha3BaHa HecpaBHEHHHIM renueM! Cuny nuka Ben BeHepa0iist MoxkHO cebe mpefcTaBuTh. [10T Takxke
TOBOPUT IIpaBpay, myieMs TOHTTY UMeeT B 0011[eii CII0KHOCTH CeMb MaCTEPOB BOMHBI, CAaMblil CUJIbHBIN -
OH, 8-T0 KJlacca, TakKXKe MOXKeT CYUTAThCS MUKOM MacTEPOB BOMHEI, HO 3TH CEMb UTPOKOB HE
SIBIISIOTCS IPOTUBHUKAMU [EBATHU 30JI0THIX JIbBOB. MI3HAaYa/IbHO OHM HUKOTA@ He MOTJIM CPa3UThCs C
IEeBSITHIO 30JI0THIMU JIbBAMHU, HO [KUXa[ OBUT OTKPHIT, ¥ BOEHHAs MallliHa MOTJIa IPUCOENUHUTHCS K
noJio 0051, YTO MPUAIo UM yBepeHHOCTH Iisi 60pb0bl. KpoMe Toro, Xpebet KpacHoro ITnamenu
6oraT BceMu BAgaMu HEOECHBIX M 3€MHBIX COKPOBHII. JTO 3eMJII COKPOBHUII ¥ UMeeT 3HaueHUe
OKKymanuu. "[ToMrUMO OeBSITU 30JI0THIX JIbBOB, 30€Ch MHOT'O MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX IOPOYHKBIX 3Bepeli. [lofg
KOMaH/I0BaHMEM KOPOJIsl IOPOYHEIX 3Bepel II0Cie3aBTpallHssa 6uTBa OyoeT Ype3BrIYaiiHO OIIaCHOM.
ME&I He 3HaeM, CKOJIBKO JIIOfeX UCIOPTUT 9K30TUKY". HeKOTOpEIe MI0gu 04eHb TeCCUMUCTUYHO
HacTpoeHH Caup. Bce HeMHOro moMos4yany, 3TO He IpeaynpexaeHne ONUH Ha OOUH, HO OHHU BCe ellle
MOTyT 6exkaTh, U flaxke MOAHSATh CEMbIO U YUUTENA 10o3aau cebsi. 3mech HaxoouTcs MajeHbkoe He6o u
3eM7isi, ©U30JIMPOBAHHOE OT OOJIBIIIOT0 MUpPa. MecTHBIe abopureHsl, 3M100HEIM 3BEPh MOXKET HE
3a00TUTHCS 00 UX MPOUCXOXKACHNH, M HUKOTAa He OymeT 0e32KaT0CTHBIM.

Onu momo0OHBI KOPHSM, HEe HAOUIUM ITOKO0s. Ecu Bbl 6€CIIOMOIIIHEL, BaM I'PO3UT OMTACHOCTH afleHuUs.
4 3ammayvy 3a MpembIAYITyI0 KPOMOTIUBYIO paboTy. HeKOTOphIe JTIOOU C 3aBUCTBIO CMOTPSIT B CTOPOHY
Yy Xao u Opyrux OecsTd 4ejIoBeK C KOJIeCHUIIAMU, KOTOPhIe MOTYT YCHUIUTDh UX 00eBYI0 MOIIb
6ombIIoro rapcTea. Ho HEKOTOPEIE He COTJIACHHI, IOTOMY YTO OHM IIOBHICUIN OO0JIBIIIOE IAPCTBO HE
HeroOeIMMBIM, HA000POT, 13-3a 00Jiee CHIBHOM CHJIHI JIerde CTaTh IeJIbi0 Bpara Ha Imoje 60s u OBITh
ocaxpeHHHM. Hamanenve Ha Ly AHBNIMH OBIJIO TOJIBKO HayasioM. ITociie 9TOro Hy>KHO ObIIO 3aKPHITh
OJHOTO KOHKYpPeHTa, 3aTeM aTaKoBaTh 00jiee CTpaTerniuecKy BaxKHbIe MeCTa, TaKue Kak xpebeT
YusiH, ¥, HaKOHEI], BOUTHU B LIEHTP paBHUHLEL. CHOPMUPOBATH YETHIPE CYyIEPIIEMEHHU s GUHATBHOTO
copeBHOBaHUS. CMOTYT JIM OHU CTaTh IIOCJIEOHUM IjleMeHeM-o0enuTeneM? [laxe eciu 9TO Tak,
CKOJIBKO M3 HUX BBIKUBET B UTOTE? DTOT MOMEHT - CaMbIi CKYYHBIN [E€Hb IIOCJIe TOr0, KaK OHU BOIIIN
B PYHHBI, a C 3aBTPAIIHEr0 OHS Y HUX He Oy[eT BpeMeHH Ha CaHTHMEHTHI, TIOTOMY 4YTO BOMHa OymeT
TIOJIHOCTBIO OTKPHITA, ¥ IOMUMO e3Ke[ITHEeBHOTO yOUICTBa Bpara, HaCTaHeT BPeMS BOCCTaHOBJIEHUS
Cunsl. ['me BpeMst mymaTh 0 gpyrux Bemax? M Yy Xao, u Cy BaHbio3 cTpafgaioT. II0CKOIBKY BOMHA
HEeMHUHYyeMa, YeM BHIIIe UX CHJIa, TeM O0JIbIlle OHM CMOTYT CITACTH CBOH JXKM3HU. BpeMs. BojbIle BCero
Yy Xao ceriyac HyxKHO BpeMs. [Ioka y Hero JoCcTaTO4HO BPEMEHHU, OH MOXKET IIOBLICUTH YPOBEHD
MaJIioro I[apCTBa BCETo 3a AecsATh gHei. YToOw JOCTHYb NMHMKa BOEHHOTO TeHepasa, HyKHO BCEro Tpu
Mecsna. Ha crnenyroiiee yTpo BOMiHa He U3MEHUTCS U3-3a ero BOJIU. JNIUTA IJIEMEHU TYHTYy B II€PBBIX
psfax HampaBuiach K xpebty Yuss. Uy Xao cTosI Ha OCTaHOBKe aBToOyca. ['y LIuHYSH roe-To psAmoM.
Yto Kacaetcsa Oy Croo3, TO 3TO MallliHa C AUKOU OeBYIIKOW. C 3aIUTOM KOJIECHUIIL €€ XKUBY4YECTh
3HAYUTENIbHO BO3pPAcCTET, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs, ITIOCKOJIbKY KOJIECHUIIa KpallHe HEHaBUCTHA, OHa
IIpUHeCeT e erle 6osbire. bonbiie onacHocTel. Pri0a 1 MefiBeXKbs j1ara He MOTYT UMeTh U TO, U
npyroe. B nimemenu TOHITY CyIIeCcTByeT CTpOTras BOEHHAs OQUCLUIIINHA.

Kaxnneiii conpat BHyIIaeT 61aroroBenue. OH 1mojoH GaHaTH3Ma K BoiHe. [10 y4eHUI0 UX ITPEOKOB,
ydacTHe B ixKuxafie u nodena B OKUxXafle - BeIMYaUIINI CMBICIT WX XKU3HU. [I0KONIEHUS TOTOBATCS K
aToMy. Teneps, HaKOHEL], 3TO pPeaJu30BaHO B UX ITOKOJIEHUH, TAK YTO OHU IIOJIHEI BOCTOPra, ¥ YTO Xe
9TO 3a XKU3HL? C Apyrou CTOPOHHI, MOUYTH HUKTO He IIPUHSJ KpellleHre B BOeHHOM oTpsife. BceM



JIy4ille CpaXKaThCs B OOUHOYKY. OHU HE3aBUCUMEI U 110 IPUPOJEe CBOEU HePAIUIUBLEL. bomee Toro,
HUKTO He MOXKeT HUKeM KOMaHIoBaTh. [10 KpaliHel Mepe, HUKTO ellle He YCTaHOBUJI TaKOU BJIACTH.
B03MO0KHO, TONBKO €Iy TOTuOHEeT 00JIbIlle JII0fiel, OHU BEIPACTYT B KPDOBU M CHOPMUPYIOT XKeJIE3HYI0
BOEHHYIO IUCUUTIIMHY. TOJICTHIM KOT IPHUOOPETT IIBET U3YMJIEHUS U B CEpAllaX IPou3Hec: "ITo
oxupaercs, uTo Hebo 1 3eMnsl ©U3MEHSTCS, TaK UTO 3TH JIIOAU MOTYT 3apaHee aflallTUPOBATHCS U
TIOITOTOBUTHCS K Oymymiemy xaocy?". Apmus Obljla OTKPHITa U 1I7a Yepe3 o0IupHbe paBHUHEL OHa
OblTa 0ueHb OBICTPOU. B Hell JoMUHUPOBaIU MacTepa 00eBBIX UCKYCCTB CPEIHUX TPEX I[apCTB.
Cnepyrouye TpH sipyca OBITM BTOPEIM 3111eioHoM. OHU B OCHOBHOM He y4aCTBOBaIu B OuTBe mpu Ye
AHbNIMHE - TOTOMY YTO He MOTJIM HUYEro [I0C/IaTh. UCII0Ib30BaTh. [Ipois ¢ HeOOMbLUINM IONAHS, 5
yBUTEJ TOPHEIN XpebeT, MTONHUMAIOUIUICS U3 3eMJIH, ¥ BOPYT IPHUCEN Iepefl HUMU Ha KOPTOUKY,
nperpaxmpas myTh Briepen. [louemy Obl He IONETETH MPSIMO B IIpoiioe? YToOw y3HaTh, 4To CpefHue
Tpu LlapcTBa cmoryT netath, [louTeHHBIN BOMHE MOXKeET JaXe Iepeceds Teso. I[Ipoie ropops, HeT
nonpmepxkku mpasunl HeGa u 3eMiu, HUKTO HE MOXKET JIEeTaTh. - B HOMONHEeHNE K "cyBeHHpaM" 3[0eCh
konecHuna ®ennkca, kak y Yy Xao. HeBo3MOXKHOCTE JieTaTh MOXKeT [00aBUTh MHOTO TaKTUKHU U
YBEJIMUUTH OTIaCHOCTH 004, Bemb cOexaTh OymeT cnoxHee. "[Ipuns cioga, MOXKHO YCIIBIIATh CBUCT
THUTPA, 9TO CBUPEILIH TOMEH, KOTOPHIM ITPaBUT 37I00HEIN 3BEPh, TIOASM 3[IeCh HEe MeCTO!

XoT4 BCSL apMUs He M3aBajla HUKAKUX 3BYKOB, TAaK MHOT'0 O0€BHIX MacTepPOB COOpaIuCh BMECTE, 3TO
eCTeCcTBeHHO 00pa3yeT pe3Kuil Bo3ayx, Ays aKcrnepTta Bepxuux Tpex LlapcTs, 3TO gbIxaHUE 0YEHb
YYBCTBUTEJNILHO. BCcero MrHOBeHNE YCUIINH, U 3BEPH B ropax 3aryjelid HeIPepLIBHO, a B Hebe
TIOCTIBIIITAJICS LITYM TITHI U TTeHUe ITHIl. Xa, Jiec 3aipoxKaJ, 1 00JIbIIOe KOJIMYECTBO 3Bepelt mobexkao
BHU3 C TOPHI, a B HeOe MOSBUIKUCH YepHbIe 06J1aKa, MOX0XKKe Ha IITHIl, CTOSIIINE TIepe] HUMU. Yaap.
"TIpuroToBUTHLCA!" KPUKHYII MOTHUK, JIYYHUKHU B CTPOIO TYT K€ CBEPHYIH JIOHT'00y U HAIlpaBUJIX €TI0 B
He0o, B TO BpeMs KaK CaMblil TJIaBHHIM COIIAT ITONHSII LITUT, a II03Ke COJIaThl OPYAOBAU KOIbSIMU.
Brimnu, 06pa3oBaB 000POHUTENBHYIO CTEHY. ' POXOT, 60IbIII0E KOJTMYECTBO 3Bepel OBITI0 aTaKOBaHO,
BETPSIHOM BOJIK, Oe/Iora3blil KeCTOKUN Me[iBeflb, TpexpyKue 00e3bsHbI, 3T0 Tpu TpexMepHbIX
[TopouHbIX 3Beps, CBUPEIILE, PEBYIINE CHOBAa ¥ CHOBA. Ibix! OOHAKO MEPBLINA payH[ aTak OBl
COCTSI3aHMEM MeXAy JIy4YHMKaMM U nTuliaMu. B He6o moIeTesno MHOXKECTBO CTPEJI, ITULEl TOXKEe
OTKPBIIX PTHI, U3BEPras JIEeAsSHEIE CTPEIbl U OTHEHHEIE [IAapH], a IPyTHe TpelleTanu KPBUIbSIMHU.
[TepneB Ob1I0 OecurcIeHHOE MHOXKeCTBO. CTpessiy, Kak U3 BUHTOBKY. [1a 1a na na [], IpsMo 1of
IIePBHIM PayH[IOM aTak, MHOTHE COJIATHI [Tajii, a ITULE B Hebe II0OCTOSHHO COMBaNIuCh. B 3TOT
MOMEHT 37T00HBIN 3BEPB, JIeXKalIui Ha 3eMJie, PBAaHYJICS U Bpe3aJiCs B CTEHY. Pa3pmascs rpoMKuii
3BYK, COTpsicalomuil 3eMi0. "YOuThs!" ot rpoMKO KPUKHYJI, TAHIysI OTPOMHBIN KOCTSHOM ITOCOX B
PYKe, BeCh 4eNloBeK IpHIrHyI, BoiiHa Venerable ypoBHS Cuibl BOpBaiCs, XOTS HE MOXKET JIeTaTh,
MOXKET IPhITaTh COTHU MEeTPOB, Gpocuscs B Vicious B 3Bepb rpymmnbl, YOUCTBO ObIJI0 HEYMOIHMO
3anymeH. OH gBnsgeTcs mUKoM Ven Venerable, y:kac 6UTBE, KOCTU TOJIBKO ITPHHEC HEMHOTO, X €CTh
IIOPOYHBIN 3BEPh, KOTOPHIM OB TOTPSICEH B KPOBb, Tak uTo MUK War King He aBnsiercs
VCKJIIOUEHUEM.

9TO CUIbHO MOAHSI0 00eBOM AYX, U BCe BOUHEI IyIeMeHU MenHou [[oUHBI C KpUKaMu
npusBeTcTBOBanu [Iopounoro 3Beps. Uy Xao u fgpyrue ayrcanufepsl TOXKe He OCTalIluCh B CTOPOHE,
IIPUCOEOUHUIUCH K 60eBOM I'pyIIe, B KOTOPOM TOXKe eCTh BOEHHBIE 3aCyTH, KTO He XOUeT UMEeTh
6onbiie? "Crnaik!" 3aKpuya OH, 1 MEeXKAY MBEICIISIMHU, OH BbI€32KaJl U3 KOJIECHUIIE, pa3MaXrBas
PYKOH, IIyTh B IOJIMECHLIA, ¥ IIOJ YBeIU4YEeHNEM KOJIECHULIBI, 3TO JOCTUTIIO YPOBHA Kopomnsa BorH,
CMEPTOHOCHOCTh €CTECTBEHHO yXKacamwlasd. ['maBHOe, 4TO caMa KOJIECHUIIA TaKXKe SBJIIeTCS
OonbiuM youiinen. I1aMs KOJIBIIIETCS, IPEICTaBIsAS OTPOMHYI0 YTPO3Y IJIS TOPOYHOTO 3BEePS.
OpnHako Ha mueMs TOHTy OHO He OKa3bIBaeT CMEPTEJIbHOTO BO3[eNCTBUSA. KaXkeTcs, 4TO ero MOXKHO
OTJIMYUTH OT Bpara ¥ IPOTHUBHMKA. KaxkKeTcs1, 9TO COBEPIIEHHO BOIIe0HOe 3aK/InHaHue. B aToi
BoJIHe [IopouyHOro 3Beps HET ypoBHA BoeBoro I104TeHHOro, I03TOMY HECATH KOJIECHULL
0eCUMHCTBYIOT, a COIIEPHUKOB HeT BooO1Ie. [Tomydaercs, uto Uy Xao u fuKas [eBYIIKa - BCEro JIUIIb
00eBBIe TEHEPAJIH, HO BCE PABHO TPYAHO BCTPETUTDH JOCTOMHOE COMpOTHBIeHne. OmMHAKO TaKas



CUTYyallus AJIUIaCh HEOoNro. Bckope pa3mancs IPO3HBIN 3BEPUHEBIN PHIK, ¥ BO3TYX IOIIEN PsObio.
MHorue conmaThl BOMHE Haxke 00Iu3bIBaIH YIITH OT 0071d. [To ceMu CKOpIHOHaM TEKIU IOTOKHU
KpoBu. Brixomute. Kopomnb-neB! M3 riny6uHBI TOPHOTO XpeOTa BhIIIENT OTPOMHBIN JTeB AJTMHOMN B NECITh
MeTpoB. OH ObIT HE 0YeHb OBICTPHIM, HO CKOPOCTh OblJIa ITOPA3UTENIbHOM. DTO OBIJIO IIPOCTO B
MTHOBEHUE OKa. ... [|eBATh T'0JIOB, TeJI0 PUBa OTJIKBAET KaK 30JI0TO, MOIIHOE ¥ BeIMYeCTBEHHOE. 3a
IOEBSITUTIIABHIM JIBOM - IBa 37I00HAEIX 3BEPSI, TOJI0BA KPOKOMIIA, TEJIO TUTPA, XBOCT Jieomapaa u
TATAaHTCKasl COPOKOHOXKKaA C YETHIPbMS MapaMu KpblIbeB. [[Ba 3aHUX OPOYHBIX 3BEPS, XOTS U HE
TaKWe CUJIbHBIE, KaK HEeBSIThb JIbBOB, MOTYT OBITh TAKMMHU K€ CBepXy. Ha camMoM fejie OH TPeXroJIoBbIi
[Topounsiit 3Bepb BoernHoro [TounTanus! "Y6ei!" IlepBOCBAINIEHHUK CTPSAXHYT IIOT U OPOCUIICS
HapyXy C LIeCThIo MogbMu Kitacca War Venerable, pasmaxuBasi opykreM B pyKax, CHEepPKUBAIOIIAM
War Venerable, 6e3 Bo3Bpara.

OHM [oMXKHBI KAK MOXKHO CKopee cloxkuTh xpebeT KpacHoro ITnamenu, noromy uto 2KesnesHnrlie BEIKu
00s13aTENTbHO CHIeNaloT TOT Xe BEIOOD, OTIIPABUB BOMCKA aTakKoBaTh xpebeT KpacHoro I[Tnamenu, u
€CJIM OHU HAIlOJIOBHHY HeIleBHl, a OHU [eIleBhl, TO OHU KpalHe IJI0XU. BoceMb KOIECHHUI TaKXkKe
MIPUCOEOUHUIIUCE K 0Cafie JeBSITUIIaBOTO JibBa, KOTOPHIU sBisAeTCd [I0pOYHEIM 3BEPEM Kilacca
Boennoro ITountanus, mobegusiuM TeicsSuu Koposeit Boinel. Uy Xao u nukas meByIIKa He
OTKa3BIBAIOTCSI, OHU MOTYT TOJILKO BIIOXHOBHUTHL KOJIECHUITY Ha 00eBYI0 MOIIb KOPOJIS BOUHBI CPETHETO
YPOBHS, HEBO3MOXKHO IIPEACTaBUTh HEOOJIBINYIO YIPO3Y [T IIOYTEHHOTO KOPOJISt BOMHEI, OUTH [0
COEBOTO0 COycCa, I03TOMY JTyullle yOUTh KOPOJISl BOMHEI, IIOPOYHOT0 3BEPSI Ha YPOBHE reHepasia BOWHHI.
OmnsiTh XKe, Teepsb YPOBeHb Cuilbl [TouuTaTesns BoiHbl OBIT OTMEHEH, a YPOBEHb cuJibl Kopoiist BoiHE
CTaJl BaXKeH. JTHU [Boe 00beIUHUIM CBOU CHJIHI M IIOTHAJIM [IBe KOJECHUIIH 110 TTOJII0 6051, [TuKas
[eBYILIKa OIyCTHUJIa I'Jla3a ¥ IPOUTrHOPUpOBasa onacHoCTh. OHa Hamnpasuiack K [TopouroMy 3Bepro.
Opuako @y Cio3, HaxopsIIasICcs ¢ Hell B OOHOM MalnHe, Toxke 0oeBast 6e3ymuiia. OHa He OOUTCS €To.
BmecTo 3TOT0 OHa KpU4uT U 6beT MOJI0TOM. Uy Xao MCITyTaics, YTO OHUM IIPOUTPasid, ¥ OBICTPO
nogbexan Ha KonecHulle, Ho ['y LluHuY9H OblJla HallyraHa g0 CMEPTH, OHa BOOOIIe He To0UT
cpaxaThCsi, 0c0OeHHO KOrfia MPOTUBHUK - 37I00HEIHM 3BePh, €€ 0YapoBaHue OeCroie3H0. ITO MUP
KpoBY ¥ OoWHM. KaXX[blii, KaXKIBIM ITOPOYHBIM 3BePh HAXOOUTCS B KPOBABOM OMTBE, HE POKIASCh U HE
ymupasi. ([IpomonxeHue crienyert.)
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