MenneHHO OTKPHIB I'7la3a, OHA YBUMEJIa HETIPUBLIYHYI0 00CTaHOBKY.
"Ou! I'me ato 9?" - Ilogymarna oHa.

Jlaiina BOpyT oOHapyzKula, YTO HaXOJUTCS He B CBOeM KOMHATe, 3aTeM BCTajla, He IIOHUMasd, TTe
0Ka3aJ1ach.

"Yro npoucxomgut? Yto 310 3a MecTo?" - CHOBa 3agymarnacs Jlaiina. [TocnenHee, 4TO OHa IOMHUTIA,
3TO TO, YTO OHa CHJeJia B CBOeW KOMHATe ¥ YuTajla CBOU JII0OMMEIA poMaH « CTpaHHBIM IPUHI]», TTOKa
He 3acHyJa.

"O HeT! MHe Xe ellle Hy2KHO KO€-4TO CAeJIaTh, YTOOH 3aKOHYUTHL OTUET 110 paboTe!" - BcmomHMIa oHa
¥ MeJJIEeHHO OIyCTUIach Ha Kpau KpoBaTu. Ho OHa [eMCTBUTENbHO He 3Hajla, TAe celyac HaXxOguiach
¥ KaK OKa3ajach B 9TOM B KpaCUBOM KOMHaTe. [loMelieHre ObII0 TAKUM OOJIBIITNM, YTO B HEM MOT OBl
IIOMECTUTHCS, BECh €€ IOM C KOMHaTaMU, KyXHel, TOCTHHOMU U T. 1. KpoMe Toro, KpoBaThb Oblla
HACTOJIbKO TUTaHTCKOM, YTO BHITJIsIEeNa KaK OBe [BYyCIaJIbHEIE.

- Mens nmoxuTuny, 4to nu? - [Ipo6opmoTana oHa. Jlaiiia Bce elre pa3MBIIIIsiiaa, KOrma KTO-TO
IIOCTy4YaJl B IBEPE.

- FOnaga mucc Jlatina, BE He cuuTe? MoXHO MHE BOUTHU? - IT0 OLLI B3BOJIHOBAHHEIN I'0OJIOC MOJIONOH
neBymKHY. Jlaliia 3acTela, YCbIaB 3TU cioBa. OHa BCe elle He TOHKMMaJa, YTO IPOUCXOOUT.

- FOnas mucc? - CHoBa no3Baja Mojiofas geBYIlIKa.

OHa s1BHO HepBHHUYAJIa, 6€CIIOKOSICh 3a CBOIO MOJIONYIO X03UKY, KoTopas Oblia 6e3 CO3HAHUS YKe
HECKOJIbKO [THEeM, ¥ TOJIbKO Bpad MOT BOWTH 0e3 pa3pelleHus U IPOBEPUTE ee. "IT0 CTPAaHHO, JOKTOP
CKasaJl, 4YTO OHa CEeTOMHS HOoJIXKHa IPUUTH B ce0s U MPOCHYThCS, HO OHa He OTBedaeT". - IogyMasa
neBymKa. KOHast MUCC CllaBUIach CBOMM KAIPU3HBIM U BCIILITBYMBEIM XapaKTepPOM, KOTOPHIM BCeraa
IIPOSIBIISITIA, KOTTIa YTO-TO IO He 110 eé€ muaHy. OHa Oblla 2KEeCTOKOM U BCerfja HaKa3kIBaja CBOUX
CIIyT 3a MeJIKKe OUIMOKHU, T03TOMY HUKTO He MOT HaXOJUTHCS PSIIOM C Hel JOJro.

Moronyio rOpHUYHYIO HAHSIA TOJIBKO IIapy HeOesb Ha3af, HO el yxKe ObIJI0 M3BECTHO, HACKOIbKO
IIJIOX XapaKTep e€ X035HMKU, BOT IT0YEMY OHa ceiiyac OueHb HepBHMYAJIA, He YCIIbIIaB 0TBeTa
MOJIOHOM MHUCC.

B 510 ke BpeM4d Jlaiina, Bce ellle Oblyla IOTpy:KeHHAs B CBOM MBICIIM, OCMaTpHBalla CBOe OKpyXKeHue,
KOTOPOE BHITJISIEJIO0 OYeHb 3JIeTaHTHO U KpacuBo. OHa IPOTSAHYJIAa PYKY K U3TOJIOBBIO KPOBATHU U
KOCHYJIach ero. "910 3010T0?" - Pa3muilinsia oHa. Jlaliia BCTala U CcTajla 0CMaTpUBaTh KOMHATY,
KacasiCh IOPOTUX Ha BUJ Belei. OHa MOHSIA, YTO HEKOTOPhIe U3 HUX ObUIM GapdopoBLIMH,
cepeOPSTHBIMH U 30JI0THIMH.

- Kakasg kpacuBasi KOMHaTa ¥ Kak B HEY MHOT'O IOPOrux Belnei! - BockiukHya oHa. - Pa3 y MeHs
€CTh BCe 3T0, TO MHe 60Jbllle He HY2KHO XOAUTh Ha pab0Ty U OTUUTHIBATHCS TIEPE] MOUM TITyIIBIM
6occom. ITy hapdopoByio Ba3dy AJIS 1IBETOB MOKHO ITPOJaTh 3a MUJIIMOH, U S CTaHy OOraToi B OTHO
MraoBeHue! - Cka3asa oHa.

Jlaiina Obiyia OeHOM IEBYLIKOM 1 yKe B 16 neT octanack cupoToii. OHa IIpeKpacHO CIIPaBIIsIach
caMma, IIOCKOJIBbKY ¥ Hee ObIII0 MHOTO paboT, ¥ el XBaTajo TOTro, YTO OHa 3apabaThiBajia, YTOOH
IIPOKOPMUTE ce0s1 U 3aKOHUUTH y4uely. binarogaps HelnerkoMy Tpyny U yIOpPCTBY, Jlaliyia 3aKOHYMIIa
YHUBEPCUTET U Tenephb paboTana B KPYITHOM KOMIIAHUY B KayeCTBe MapKeTosora-crparera. OHa Onlia
Ha BepIINHe CBoel Kapbephl. OmHAKO BHe pab0TH OHA OCTaBajlaCh 3aMKHYTHIM YeJIOBEKOM, HUKYZa
He XofuiIa 1 He ob1anack co cBepcTHrKamu. Ceituac eyt 24 rofa, 4, Koraa y Hee OBII0 BpeMsi, OHa
mobusla YUTATh pOMaHHI, a 60JIbIlle BCEX el HpaBUlaCh KHUTA 0Nl Ha3BaHUeM «CTpaHHBIN IPHUHI. Y



Hee OblJla eQUHCTBEHHAs JTydllas moapyra no umenu CoHAHU, ¥ 0Ha Oblna ToH, ¢ KeM Jlalina Moria
TI03BOJIUTD cebe MONUTH BHITUTE U pacciiabuthesi. CoHau OblNa ee HallapHUIEH 10 MPeabIayen
paboTe, u, X0Ts1 OHU OOoJIbIlIe HE paboTay BMECTE, OHM BCE PABHO ITPOMIOIKAIIK 00IIaThCS OPYT C
npyrom. Ona Ovlna TOM, Ha Koro Jlalina MoTJia IIOJIOKHUTHCS B TPYAHbIE BpeMeHa. BoT moyemy B
MaHHBIM MOMEHT OHa pelluia CBI3aThcsi ¢ COHMU, TOCKOJIBKY ITpebkiBaia B paCTEPSIHHOCTH.

- YepT Bo3pMu! 4 He Mory HalTH cBOU TenedoH! [la 4To MPOXUCXOAUT, B KOHIIe KOHIOB?! - Jlaina
3amaHuKoOBaja. Bce ellle ciblllla CTYK B IBEPD, € HUUEro He 0CTaBaJIoCh, KpOMe KaK IIOJOUTH K
[IBEPU U IIPOBEPUTH, KTO TaM. ECliK 9TO IIJIOX0M YeNloBeK, TOTfa el Hy>KHO IOAyMaTh 0 KOHTpMepax,
I09TOMY, MEIJIEHHO IPHUOJIHUKASICh K IBEPH, OHA B3siyia ¢ co00it GpapdhopoBy0 Ba3y IS 3aIUTH.
Korpa Jlaina mpoiiyia MUMO 3epKaJjia 4 YBUAEJa CBO€ JIUILO, OHA Blajia B COCTOSHUE LI0Ka 1
CJIy4yalHO YPOHUJIa Ba3y.

Bax!

OHa He 3Ha/a, YTO CKa3aTh, ¥ BMECTO TOT'0, YTOOH! IIOJOUTH K IBEPH, MEIJIEHHO IBUHYIACh K
OomnbIIOMY 3epKaiy crpaBa oT cebsi. [IpoTsHYB IpaByio PYKY K HEMY, OHA YCTaBUIaCh Ha CBOE
OTpaxkeHHe, He XKeJlasi BEPUTh B TO, UTO BHENA, TOCKOJIbKY €€ JHUI0 OBITI0 Ha HECKOJIBKO JIeT
MOJIOKe, OHa BHIT/ISIfeNa TakK, Oy[iTo el YeTHIpHAAIATh JieT. Jlaiina Oblla mOTpsicalollell KpacaBulleH,
YeM ee POJXTENIN OYeHb TOPAUINCEH, IOKA He YMepJId B aBTOKaTacTpode, BO3Bpaliasich JOMOM C
paboThl. B TO BpeMs OHU pelniu BEPHYTHCS JOMOM BMECTe, IIOCKOJIbKY IJIaHUPOBAJIU CAeNaTh
CIOPIIPU3 [IJIsT CBOET0 eIUHCTBEHHOT0 pebeHKa B ee IeHb PoxKaeHus. Ho [Jis Heé TOT JeHb He CTal
PAOCTHBEIM, OH CTaJl y2KACHBIM, IIOCKOJIBKY C TOT0 OHS Jlaiia Xkuna cama 1o cebe. B 24 roma
(OpauHBbIi BO3pACT B ee IOKOJIEHUN), V Hee ObIJI0 MHOXKECTBO ITOKJIOHHUKOB. [laxke cBoeMy 60cCy OHa
HpaBUJIaCh ¥ OH IIPOAOJIKAJ IIPUCTaBaTh K HEY C MIPefIoKEeHNEM CTaTh er0 JEeBYIIKOMN UM, CKOpee,
mo0oBHUIIeN. OHa BCerga OTKJIOHSIA er0 yXaXXHWBaHUS ¥ HUKOTIa He MoomIpsiyia. Takxke OgHaX/IH Ha
Heé Haraa ObIBIIKMY HayaJbHUK, HO IIOCKOJIBKY OHA M3y4alla cCaMOOOOPOHY, TO B TOT pa3 el yoanoch
CIIACTH CBOIO HEBUHHOCTb.

- Kak 910 B03MOXkHO? [ToueMy 5 cTasa onaTh w0HOU?! - [IoTpsiceHHO CKa3ana oHa. [1o apyry:o
CTOPOHY ABEPHU MOJIOfas AEBYILIKa, BCE ellle OXUOaBllas pa3pelleHnss BOUTHA OT CBOEU I0OHOU MUCC,
yCIblllIana KaKoi-To myM. McryranHasi, OHa BolllJla B KOMHATY 6e3 pa3pelleHus ¥ yBUena, YTO MUCC
CMOTPHUT Ha cebs B 3epKajio, IPOTITUBas K HEMYy IIpaByIio PYKY, a TakxkKe yBUAesa pa30UTyio0 Ba3y Ha
II0Jy, B TIape JIOMMOB OT HEE.

- FOHasa mucc?! - BocKnuKHYya OHa.

Jlanna, Bce ere IOrpy2KeHHasa B CBOX MEBICJIA U IIPOKPYYHBAIOIAsA B I'OJIOBE MHO2KECTBO BOIIPOCOB,
YCIIbIIIaJia T'OJIOC OEeBYIIKH. Ona TIOBEPHYIIA I'OJIOBY X BOIIPDOCUTEIIBHO IIOCMOTPEIIA Ha Hee.

- FOnas mucc? C KeM Thl pa3roBapuBaelns? - Crpocuna Jlauna.

IeByirka Obla olIeIoM/IeHa, OHA He 3Halla, KaK OTBETUTh. «[IoYeMy THI CIIpallidBaellb, C KeM 5
pasroBapuBalo, Korjma Mel ¢ TO60M OgHU B 9TOM KOMHaTe?!» - [logyMasa oHa, HO y Hee He XBaTHUIIO
OyXy CKa3aTh 9TO BCIIyX U3-3a CTpaxa lepef CBOe I0HOU X03511WKOM. BHe3anHo geBylIKe MPUIia B
TOJIOBY OflHa MbICTL. KOHas MUCC IPOCTO YyOOM BhIXKHIIA B HallafIeHUH, LIEIbI0 KOTOPOT0 OBIJIO YOUTH
ee, HO IIPECTYIIHUK Bce elrle OblT Ha cBoGome. OHa mogyMara, YTO MECC, BO3MOXKHO IIIOKHPOBaHA U [0
CHUX TIOp He ompaBuiiack. C 9TOM MBIC/IBIO OHA BhIOeKasla U3 KOMHATHl ¥ OTIIPaBUIIach K TOCIIOOUHY,
yTOOBI paccka3aTh EMy O COCTOSSHUHY IOHOM MUCC. YCIIBIIIaB 3TO U3BECTHE, JTOPH OPOCHUIICS B KOMHATY
nmouyepu. XJIOMHYB ABEPBIO, OH BOIIEN U yBUen Jlaiy, KoTopasi cufesa B yriy KOMHaThl, 00XBaTHB
pyKaMu KOJIEHU U OIIyCTUB Ha HUX T'OJIOBY.



- Iutsa moe! - [TocMOTpeB Ha CBOIO IOYb, OH IMMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 cepple pa3duto. OH Opocuncs K
Hel, 4YTOOK TTOMOYb BCTATh. - [JUTS MOe, MHEe TaK XkaJlb, YTO Te0e MPHUIIIOCh TePeXUTh BCe 3TH
HEeCc4yacThsl, BeOb 51 OTIyCTUI Tebs ogHy. Eciu 6bl 1 TONBKO 3HaI 3apaHee, TO He T03BoJu Ol Tebe
y#TH 63 HECKOJIbKUX OXPAaHHUKOB. MHe Tak KaJlb, JUTS MOe. - YTelllasl OH ee.

Jlaiina mogHsia TOJIOBY U ITIOCMOTPeJIa Ha MYKUYMHY CPEeIHUX JIEeT, KOTOPHIM CTOSIT Iepe[ Hell.
MyxuwHa ObIT OKOJIO IBYX METPOB POCTOM, OJIE€THIH B MTPOCTYIO OIeKAY YEPHOT0 I[BETA, OMHAKO
BBHITJISIZEII OH 9JIETAHTHHIM M BeIMYECTBEHHELIM. Y Hero OblIa CBeTIIas K0XKa, a JIUI0 BEITTISANEI0 TAKUM
KPaCHBBIM, YTO OH MOT COMTH 3a MOMENIh B 3HAMEHUTOM XKypHase. X0Ts, eCJTU ITPUCMOTPETHCS,
MOXKHO OBIJTO 3aMETHUTh CJIEObI, KOTOPHIE TOBOPUJIIK O €ro BO3pacTe, HO, €CJIH OMyCTUTh 3TOT MOMEHT,
TO MOKHO CKa3aTh, YTO OH BBITJIAMEN KaK OYOTO eMy TOJIBKO YTO MCIIOJIHUIIOCH TPUALATH.

Kapmu, Tak 3Banu Jiopaa, CO Clie3aMM Ha I'lIa3aX IIOMOT JO4YEePU BCTATh U YCAJHUII €€ Ha KPECIIO BCETO B
HECKOJIPKHUX IIIaraxX OT TOr'0 MecTa I'ie OHa Obla.

- Jlatina, guTs Moe, TH YyBCTBYeIlb ce6ss HeoOhYHO? CKaXKu CBOEMY OTITY, YTO ThI YYBCTBYEIIlb
ceidac, 4TOOH ST MOT TIOIIPOCUTE HOKTOPa OCMOTPETH Tebs. - JITaCKOBO CKa3asl OH U ITOBEPHYBIIKUCH K
IeBYIIIKE CHOBA 3ar0BOPHIL: - Mapu, ckaxu CebGacThsiHy, 4TOOR OH BEI3Ba/l Bpaya OCMOTPETH MO0
nous! [TycTh OH IPUIET KaK MOXHO CKopee!

- Kak Bam yroguo, nopn Kapu! - Monogas geByllKa IIOKJIOHUJIACh, 3aTeM HeMeOJIeHHO IIOKUHYIa
KOMHaTY, 4TOObI HaWTH eT0 U IepefaTh IpuKa3 jopaa. CebacThsaH ObLI TpaBoil pyKOM JI0pAa U ero
CaMBIM IOBEPEHHBEIM ITOMOITHUKOM.

YcnrimaB ux pa3roBop, Jlaiina erie 6ombiie cMmyTuiack. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO €M HPaBUJIOCh B ee
m06UMOM poMaHe, TaM OBII IIEPCOHAXK C TAKUM JKe UMeHeM Kak y Heé - Jlaina. Takxke B HeM ObLJT
nopp o umenu Kagu. Mapu u Ce6acTbsiH, BCe 3TO UMeHa U3 e€ JTI00MMOr0 poMaHa, KOTOPHIH OHa
yyuTana.

- Tel Ha3BaJl MeHs CBOeu Jo4Yeprio? - CMyIeHHO ciipocua Jlaiina, risaas Ha MyK4YUHY PAAOM C HEU.

JTopx Kagu mocMoTpen Ha Hee u yIbIOHYICA. - [1a, Mumnasi. Tel Mos moub Jlaiina, Moe mobumoe u
caMoe fioporoe OuTs. 1 He 3HAl0, UTO MHE [IeJlaTh, €CNU MOTePsito Te0s1. - OH OCTOPOKHO IOT AN
Jlaiiny 110 TOJI0Be, KaK OTell, KOTOPHIM YacTo 3TO Jeall.

Jlaiina erme GosbIlle 3amyTanach B 9ToM cutyauuu. OHA MPOCTO 3acCThl/Ia B Kpeciie, moka yiopn Kamu
Me[IJIeHHO TJIafuI ee BolIoCh. HaCcKoTbKO OHA MOMHHUJIIA, OH OBII OMHUM U3 CaMBIX MOTYIIECTBEHHBIX
JIIOfled B pOMaHe U CTOSIJI JINIIb YyTh HUKe UMIIepaTOPCKOi ceMbu. ['eHeparl, MOMHBIN KaX /bl KPOBU
1 yOMBaIOIINK CBOMX BparoB BO UMs f0OpO BOJIM HMIlepaTopa, KOTOpoMy oH Ovln npenaH. Jlopg Kagu
OBLLI U3BECTEH CBOEH CHJION U OECIIOIagHOCTRIO, HO TaKXKe U TeM, YTO OB JTI0OSIIUM OTIIOM II0
OTHOIIIEHHIO K CBOE eIUHCTBEHHOH modyepu. C Hell OH Bcerma ObUT MSATKUM U 3a00T/IMBBIM, ITO3TOMY
Jla#ina u BEIpOCTIa Takoi u3banoBaHHON. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO C HOYEPBIO OH ObLT MATOK U HEXKEH,
CBOMX BparoB OH yOuBasi He 3amyMbIBasich. OH IIOCTOSTHHO OTTA4YMBaJl CBOE BllafieHuEe MEYOM, U ero
CHUJIa TaKXke yBeNnurBanach. Ceiiyac OH HaxXOOUJICS Ha BepIIMHE MaCTepPCTBA U OBIJT OMHUM U3 CaMBIX
yBazkaeMbIX TeHepajioB UMIIepaTopa, HO TaK¥ke C er0 CUJION YBeJINYHUBalIoCh U KOJIMUYECTBO €ro
BparoB, KOTOPHIE HalleUIUCh TETIEPh He TOJIBKO Ha HEro, HO M Ha ero ceMbio. OfIHOM U3 XKepTB
BPaXKeCKOT0 HallafleH!s CTaJla ero Bo3/o0IeHHas KeHa, OHa MMorubia OT PyK HAaeMHOTO YOUMITH,
Korma Jlatia Onina elle pe6eHKOM U Tellepb ero eQUHCTBeHHAs N0Yb TOXKe YyTh He IIOKUHYJIa ero.

Jlajina He 3Hasa, 4YTO U OyMaTh, OKa3aBUIUCh B 3TON CUTYaIlUH, ee rojioBa pa3boenach 0T 0CO3HAHUS
TOTO, 4TO Ha CaMoM [ieJie IPOUCXO[UTIO ¢ Hell. [ToueMy OHa OKa3anach B 3TOM HE3HAKOMOM MECTE U
II0YeMy 3TOT He3HaKOMEIM MyK4YKHa Ha3kIBaJl ee CBoed noueprio? Ho caMBIM yzKaCHEIM OBLIIO TO, UTO



3TOT 4YeJIOBEK Ha3bBall ee Jlailion U BHITJIAAENIa OHA Ha YeTHIPHAALATh JIeT, a UM 3TOT0 YeJIoBeKa
OBLJIO TAaKUM Ke, KaK y OIHOTO U3 IepcoHaxel ee MobuMoro pomaHa! XoTs OHA ¥ He MOTJIa B 9TO
TIOBEPUTD, HO OHA YAOCTOBEPUIIACh B TOM, UTO 3TO ObI/Ia €€ BHEITHOCTh, ¥ OHa Celdac BHIT/IsENA Ha
OEecsTh JIET MOJI0XKE CBOEr0 HEIHEIIHEr0 PeabHoro Bo3pacral!!

Bynyuu HeyBepeHHOU U IIOTEPSIHHOM, OHA JOTPOHYJIACh 10 BUCKOB, UYBCTBYS TOJIOBHYIO GOJIb.
Heyxenu oHa cxoguT ¢ ymMa? Heyxkenu oHa Oblsla HaCTOJIBKO YBIeYeHa CBOMM HeaTbHBIM
MYKYMHOM, KOTOPHIH OBbLJT IPHHIIEM U SIBIISJICS TJIaBHBIM TepoeM poMaHa, KOTOPHIM OHa Jiobuia
yuTaTh? OQHAKO 3TO IedasbHas UCTOPHS, IIOTOMY YTO IPUHI] ObUT IPOKJISAT X MOT IIPOXKUTH TOJIBKO
[0 TeX TOop, II0Ka eMy He UCIIOIHUTCS TPUALATh IeT. OH OB SKCIEHTPUYHBIM, CUJIBHBIM, U JaXe
€CJIU C HUM TPYOHO MMETh [IeJI0, OH BCe XKe 0CTaBasICd MOHUMAIOLIAM, MUJIBIM U MATKOCEPOEYHBIM.
Ho, HecMOTps Ha BCe 9TO, IPUHI] IIO-TIPEKHEMY YIIOPHO GOPOJICS CO BCEMU TPYIHOCTSIMHU, Cpaxasich C
BparaMu U ieMOHaMH, KOTOpPhlE BCTPeYaskiCh Ha ero nyTu. [Ipu HeM uMIlepus IpolBeTasna, 1 B
OambHEHUIEeM OH CTall UMIIepaTopoM 6e3 UMIIePaTPUIlLl, HO U3-3a MPOKISATHS, KOTOPOE OH He CMOT
CHSITB, XOTh U IIBITAJICS BBIJIEYUTH, OH B KOHIIE KOHIIOB YMED.

Jlanina mmaKalia KaXObl{ pa3, KOrga JOYMThIBala poMaH [0 KoHIa. MHOTa el CHUJIOCh, YTO OHA
Obl;la BMECTE CO CTPAaHHBIM IIPUHIIEM, M CTajla er0 UMIepaTpHUliel, ¥ Kak Obl 0e3yMHO 9TO HU
3By4aso, Jlaina Gbiyia BI0GI€Ha B BEIMBIIIJIEHHOT'0 IPUHITA, KOTOPOI'0 He MOTJIa BCTPETHUTD B
peanbHOM Xku3HU. (Ho mpsimo celiyac, pa3Be 3TO BCe ellle HeOOCTUKUMO?)
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