[TopTas, WIUISIIKME OT KPAaCHOTO 3JIEKTPUYECTBA, ¥ CTPAHHOE MPUTSIKEHNe ero PaBUTAIMOHHOTO
IPUTSKEHUS TTOSIBUITACH Hafl ApeHou. Anekc u pebsTa cobpanuchk BOKPYT ce0si, TOTOBSICh K TOMY, YTO
OymeT manblle, B TO BpeMst KaK Kopoyib Hara He GbIJT ©3BECTHBIM CYIIIECTBOM, MAaHTHKOpPa Oblla BeIllbio
KOIIIMapoB. XOPOIIIO U3BECTHO, YTO OHO ITIOYTH BEIMEPJIO, @ €IUHCTBEHHbIE KUBHIE OIS BhIBEIEHH B
HEeBOJIe TT0-HACTOSIIEMY MOTYIIECTBEHHBIMU GUTypaMu Ha 3eMJjie, HO 3TO IIOMKUMO BCET0 IIPOYero, Tak
KaK OTIIaCHOCTh JIETEHJAPHOT0 Marn4ecKoro 3Beps MPeB30IIlia BCe 0XKUIaHHUS.

MaHTuKOpa He KjlacCupUUKXpPOBaIn 110 KyIbTHBALUK UJTM Marn4ecKuM KpyraM, y HuX Oblta 3Ta
JIOBKasl CIIOCOOHOCTH PEryIUpPOBaTh CKOPOCTh U CMEPTHOCThL CBOETO Sifia B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT CTaguu
CHJIBI, KOTOPOU 006Jlafilany UX IPOTUBHUKY UK fo6bda. Ho KpoMe TOT0, OHK PONUIIKCH Ha
OTIpefieJIEHHOM YPOBHE CHJIBI, CKOPOCTH U 3AIUTHI, K COKAJIEHUIO, 9TO YPOBEHb, KOTOPHIH OBITIO OB
CJIMIIKOM TPYAHO A7 Ajlekca ¥ OpyTux, 4ToOH mIpeB30iiTu. TeM He MeHee, OHM ellle He OTCTYIIUIIU OT
BBI30Ba, TaK UTO OHU He OyIyT HaUMHATh C TUOPHUA JIeB/CKOPIUOH/YETI0BEK.

Kazasnochk, 4To mopTan CKUMAETCs U 3aTeM PaCIIUPSIeTCs, T0Ka U3 HEeT0 He BHITIAJI0 MAaCCUBHOE
cepokoxkee yymoBuine. TOJCTHIN U OUeHb TBePIbIi XMTUHOBBIN Kaparac IMOKPHUT ero, MaCCUBHLIH
XKaAIMAYA MeIJIeHHO BUOPHUPOBAJ, IOJHUMASCh B BO3AYX Hafl HUM, TaK KaK MACCUBHBEIE KOT'TH
IIPUKPHIBAJIA €T0 JIUIIO.

KpoMe mopBHKHOTO 3KaJjla, MalbuuKU MOTJIM TOAyMaTh, YT0 MaHTHKOpa yKe MepTBa, OMHAKO ellle [0
TOTO, KaK OHHU YCIIeJIH IOJONTH Ha mIar Ouxke, MaHTUKOPA IOHSIIA TOJIOBY BBEPX H........
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Brino rpoMko, nx 6apabaHHbIe IEPEIIOHKH YpYaH [0 I0TEePH KPOBH, KOTHa OHU CTOSIJIA Ha CBOEM
MecCTe Iepe[ 9KCTpeMasIbHbIM IIPOSBIEHUEeM CUJIBl U3 MAaHTUKOPH BEICOTOM 8 ¢yToB. [ToTpeboBanock
BCET0 HECKOJIPKO CEKYH[I, YTOOb MaHTHKOPA TOYHO y3Hala, I'le OHa HaXOOUTCS, IIPexk/e YeM ee HOTH
Haydajy IBUTATLCS, HECS ee IIPSIMO HaBCTpeuy MaJibuhKaM.

ManTukopa 6ri71a HaMHOT0 Oojibitie, yeM Naga King, oHa Moria OvITh He TaKOM T'uOKOM, HO
OXBaThIBaja 0oJiee MMUPOKYI0 TEPPUTOPHIO U ObIsIa, IO CYTH, MUKUM XKUBOTHBEIM, B OTIHYHe OT Naga
King, KoTopoe MOXXHO GBIJI0 CYUTAThH ITOTHOCTHIO CO3HATENTBHEIM U YMHBIM CyIIeCTBOM. B 6oprde ¢
HUMH OH ObLT OBl HEMHOTO OCTOPOKEH, HO B ClIy4ae ¢ MaHTUKOpPOH, 3To Oblna OBl CUTyallus, KOTrma
XHUITHUAK OXOTUTCS Ha Hee JTI00BIMU CPeICTBAMHU.

Jlyu chenast mepBhId IIar, ero 3aK/JIMHAHUS Ha OCHOBE CBeTa 03HA4aJjIo, YTO OH BCErma MOXKET
IIpUBJIeYb BHUMaHUE, KOTla 3TO He00OXOUMO, €T0 PYKH B CTOPOHY, pe6eHOK Obly1 OYKBaIbHO MasiK C
ero 3aKJTMHAHUSIMHU Ha OCHOBE CBeTa. [laxke CIemoy 4emoBek OymeT 3HaTh, rae JIyu Oblj, a Tak Kak
MasnTukopa 6rina 60IblIE AUKOTO 3BEPS, OH C PAJOCThHIO IIOCTIEAYeT 3a MaTbUMKOM, KOTOPHIH OBIT
00JIbIIIE TJIa3 JIOBHT.

OH ®ao TakXKe chenan CBOM XOf, UAS K NeBly Manticore B HafmexXe ¢aHra 04eHb TPOTECKHOE
coYeTaHUe YeJIOBeKa, JIbBa U CKOPIUOHA. AJIEKC, C IPYTroil CTOPOHBKI, IIBITAJICS X HE CMOT CBSI3aThCH C
XanoM. Ecnu 681 ¥ HUX OBITIO OPykKHKE B PyKaX, TO CIIPABUTHCS C 000U U3 3TUX YIPO3 ObLIO OBI
HAMHOT0 TIPOIIe, 3TO He TOJIHOCTBIO YCTPAHUIO0 OB YyTPO3Y MU IOJTHOCTHIO TOBEPHYIIO0 Obl 60¥ B X



IMOJIB3y, HO, II0 KpafIHefI Mepe, OHU ObIsIM OBl B COCTOSTHUYM HAaHECTH 3HAYUTEIbHEIN YPOH 1 60p0TbC$I B
IIOJIHYIO CHIIY. HeszaBucuMo 0T TOTro, Kak BE 3TO BUOUTE, OpyXKHe MOXKEeT HaHeCTHh OO0IBITH I YDPOH,
4YeM IIJIOTh ¥ KOCTH, HE3aBHUCHUMO OT TOI'O, Ha KaKOM 3Talle BhIPAlllMBaHW A Bbl CaMHU cebs OTBEITPa€eTe.

MaHTHKOpa CXBaTUJI €r0 MaCCUBHHBIU KJlacC B JIyu, KOTOPHIN IIPHITHYJI BhILIE HET'O, TOJIBKO AJIS 2Kajlo
Manticore, 4TOOB IPUUTH BHU3 K I'PYOH, KaK OCBellleHue OBICTPOM CKOPOCThI0. CBETOBOM IIUT JIyn
02KMJI, YTOOBI 3alUTUTDH €T0 OT yapa MaHTUKOPH], B OCHOBHOM IIUT AepKajcs B pyKaxX, HO BCEro Ha
CEeKyHIy, Korma OH OB pa30pBaH Ha YaCTH, BEI3BAB IIIOKOBYIO BOJIHY, KOTOpas B3opBasa JIyu o6paTHO
¥ Ha MIaTdOpPMy 3BEHa IeNH, TOe OH OTCKOYHII TOJIBKO IJIST TOT0, YTOOBI KOTTH OTIIUIENAJIHA €T0, U
KPOBbB BBIJIETENIA U3 €T0 pPTa.

Anexc mopeTen, 4YTo6k IOMMATh CBOETO IPYTa, OH He 3HaJl CKOIBbKO, HO OH 3Hal, 4To JIyn Cephe3Ho
paHeH. Ero mbixaHue OBIIO HEMHOTO TsiKeJiee HOPMBI, PYKH 3azKajli TPYAHYI0 KIIEeTKY, Oblna
BEPOSITHOCTH TOT'0, UTO Y JIyrca OblIM cToMaHB pebpa HIH KITIOYXIIA, @ eCNTK OBl 3TO ITPOU30IIIIO0, TO Y
peGeHKa MOrJI0 OBl OBITE IIOJIHOE BHYTPEeHHEe KpoBoTeueHune. OqHaKo ATeKC 3HaJI, YTO OH MOXKET
IIPOMIepKaThCst HEMHOTO JOJIbIE, €r0 Teso OBI0 6ECKOHEeYHO CUIbHEee, YeM Y HOPMaJIbHHIX JTI0IeH,
OHY IIPOCTO JOJIKHEI OBITIM KaK MOXKHO OBICTpee 3aKOHUYUTH 3Ty 00pr0y. Ecnu OBl OHa 3aTAHyNach
CTMIIIKOM [ONT0, KOMMYECTBO OMTACHOCTH, B KOTOPYIO motas 0wl JIyu, BO3pOCIIO Okl B T€OMETPUYECKOM
TIPOTPECCHUH.

Anekc mocraBui JIlofoBUKa psiooM, O4YuIllas KPOBb Ha rybax fipyra, KOTfia OH OHUM IIJIaBHBIM
IBUKeHNeM NoBepHycs ¢ [xaBenuH Hara Kopo:ns, Bce elile B pyKe, 3aTeM OPOCHII €ro IMpsMo B
rojioBy MaHTHKOPE], ODHAKO MOHCTD OBICTPO HBIPHYJI ITOJI JIeTy4Yee OTHEeHHOe KOIbe, OMHAKO OHO ellle
He OBIJIO TTOJTHOCTHIO BHE OMTACHOCTH, TaK Kak [[2KaBeJIuH 3aTOHYII Ha IOJIITYTH B XBOCTE, 3€JIEHBIN
SIMOBUTHIY T'a3 PACIBUIMJICS U3 PaHbl, Korga MaHTUKOpPa B SpOCTU BhIpBajlachk HapyXy. IOH ®ao
npoOucs nox Manticore, roe oH IOJIOXKHUJTI ITOJ Hee yaaphl, 9TO He BEI3BAJI0 HUKAKUX MTOBPEXKIEHUN
pyOairku, 4ToO0B Pa303/IUTh YYLOBUILHOE CYIIECTBO. YIapHas BOJIHA XBa/IliaCh CBOMM TEJIOM,
O6pocuB Anekca Ha3apf ¥ pacmtomus FOH ®ao, KOTOPHIM OTCKaKKUBal Tyga-Ciofia OT L[eTTHOU
naTGopPMEL K KeCcTKOMY Tey Manticore, pa30uBasi Ipy 3TOM T'OJIOBY U OCTaBIISIS €TI0
OLLIeJIOMJIEHHEIM OT yhapa.

Anekc mepKal PyKu BMeCTe, KaK OTHEHHBIN IIap Hadasl npuodpeTtaTs popMy, IiiaMs Ka3aloch
OypalKuM, KOT[ia OHO IIPEBPATUIOCh U3 IPKO-OPAaHKEBOT0 B 30JI0TUCTOE, a 3aTEM B SIPKO-HEOHOBOE
3e1éHoe. AJTeKC MOYyBCTBOBAJ C1a00CTh Ha KOJIEHSX, TaK KaK 9Ta TEXHUKA OTHSJIA ¥ HETO MHOTO
IYXOBHOM 9HEPTruy, U TeM 0oJiee, YUUTHIBAS, YTO OH Kcmonab3oBan WindFlame, a He 06bI9HOE TIIaMst
Hexu. OH riny0oko B3mOoXHYII, Habofas 3a TeM, Kak MaHTUKOpa IepelIarHysa Yepes Bce elre
owmenomneHHbE FOH @ao u nofoIia K HeMy, rjla3a [IOJIHOCTHI0 IPUK/IEEHE! K CBETSIIEMYCS
3eJIeHOMY IIapy MIaMeHH. [lyMalo, 3TO MOKHO ObII0 OB 4OOABUTH B SHIIUKIIOTIEINI0 MOHCTPOB,
Manticore npuBieKalOT IPKUe OTHYU, KaK ¥ KOIIKM.

Anekc 3aTaun OblxaHHUe, ero PyKy IpoxKajy, Kak 0T ITOKPEIBasl OPOBY, OH CHelal HECKOJIBKO II1aroB
Ha3af, 4ToOnl yBecTy Manticore mogarsbliie 0T CBOUX Apy3el. [1ouTy HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO TIOBEPUTH,
YTO Y TAKOTO CTPAIIHOTO MOHCTPa OymeT Takas cabocTh, HO, TeM He MeHee, 3To Oblla Ta XkKe caMas
cnabocTh, Ha KOTOpYIo Anekc fenan ctaBky. Korma Manticore Grizia BCero B Tpex MeTpax OT HETro, OH
nogHsJ ce0sl Ha BCIO BBICOTY, €T0 XBOCT ¥ KaJjio OBUIM TOTOBBL YOAPUTE II0 CBETY, AJIeKC, C Ipyrou
CTOPOHEI, OB HACTOJIBKO UCTOIIEH, YTO IOTPe00BaIUCh BCE €T0 CHUJIbI, YTOOBl OCTAThCSI B CO3HAHUY
UJIU CTOSITh. 3aTeM OH yKa3as pykamu, WindFlame MArko meinian, KakK CIIOKOMHEBIN JIETHUM BETEPOK.



(ITapenue [IpakoHa)

910 OBII0 BHICIIEE MacTepCTBO Hexku, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, KOTHa B OTHEHHYIO MacCKy IomafaeT AyX
JKMBOTHOTO ¥ PACTEHUS, y HUX TOXKe OyIeT BLICIIee MAaCTEPCTBO. DTOT X0 paccKa3all UCTOPHI0 OUTBEI
Hexwu ¢ CHHUM IPaKOHOM, XOTSI apMUs CKa3alla, YTO OH YOI JpaKoHa, HO 9TOT XOf He TI0Ka3asl CUIY,
MCIIOJIb3YeMYI0 IIpU YOUIMCTBE ApaKOHa, CKOpPee OH IOKa3aJjl CUIy HaCTOSIIEro ApakoHa, BECh €TI0
THEB U BCIO €T0 SPOCTh, BCIO €T0 CUITY.........

CIOKOWHBIY JIETHUM BETEPOK IIPEBPATUIICS B BECEHHUY yparaH, KOrfa 3ejeHoe Ij1aMsi, Ka3aioch,
BCITBIXHYJIO U TIPUHSJIO (OPMY OTPOMHOT'0 3€JIEHOTO ¥ 30JI0TOT0 IpakKoHa, 0HO OBIIIO BCE elle
INOCTATOYHO SPKUM, YTOOH! IIPUBJIEYb BHUMaHUe MAaHTUKOPHI, KOTIa OHA B3JIeTeNIa B BO3MYX, a 3aTeM
HBIPHYJa, YeoCTH 3USIH, YTOOR TOJTHOCTHIO TIOTJIOTUTh BCE eIl BOI[aPUIICS MOHCTP Sila U CMEPTH.
IpakoH ucyes Ha IaaTgopMe 3BeHa IEMH, faxKe He OCTABUB Ha HElM HU I[apalliHEbl, a YTO KacaeTcs
MaHTHUKOpPHI, TO OCTAJICS TOJIBKO IeTes U AXkKaBeauH Kopois Haru.

Amekc yIan Ha KOJIeHH, ero JbIXxaHue OBbIJIO TSXKeJbIM, KOT{Ia OH Me[IJIEHHO IT0JI3 110 HallpPaBIeHHUIO K
JIromoBUKY, KOTOPHIM, Ka3anoch Obl, He BhI3mopaBauBai. FOHb ®ao noaTsHyscs Onuxe, Tak Kak OHU
o0a mepxayuch 3a JII0OMOBHKA, Ybsi CBETIIAasl KOXKAa y2Ke IIPeBPaTUIach B CMEPTEIbHEIN OTTEHOK
0esoro, CoBepIIeHHO OJIeMHOTO 1, Ka3aoch OB, Ha TPaHU CMEePTHU. 3aMEeTUB IISITHO KPOBU Ha
pyOarttke, AleKC OTOOBUHYJ €€ B CTOPOHY, YTOOH YBUIETh HEOOIBIIYIO KOJIOTYIO PaHY,
BBICBOOOZK/IQIOIIYI0 YEPHYI0 KPOBh ¥ UMEIOIIYIO 3eJIeHble, KPACHBIE U YePHBIE BEHH,
pacIpoCcTpaHsIomuecs U3 Hee, MEJIEHHO T0/I3YIIKe 110 BCEU T'PYIH.

"9t1o g ManTtukopsl!" FOu ®ao 3akpuyarn, Anekc MOHATUAS He UMeJI, YTO CKa3aTh WU CHeJaTh, 3TO
OB 51, C KOTOPBLIM OH TOHSITHSI HE UMEeJI, KaK CIIPaBUTLCS, U, UTO ellle XyXkKe, TO, UYTO ero Kojblla Ha
CK/Iafie He OBIJIO0, TAK YTO Yy HEro He ObIJI0 HUYEero, YTOOB! IMOMMBITAThCST 3aMEeITUTh PACIIPOCTPAHEHHe
apa.

"XAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA!" Pes oTuasHus Ajlekca, Ka3ajioCch, IIPHHEC
HeBUIMMOU ITy0JIMKe OKOJIO Yaca pa3BiledyeHuy, Kak y [JuKTopa, Haj HUMU IOSIBUJICS TOT XKe IapeHs,
KOTOPHIX YyTh HE CXBaTUJI UX BO UMS UX CIIaCEHH.

"Tloxoxke, MBI OyfieM IIepBOM CMePThI0 HOYH, JIegu U AkKeHTIbMeHbl! KTo OBl MOT IOgyMaTh, YTO OHU
TakK JIeTKo u30aBsaTcs oT Manticore... X0Ts, HaBepHOE, ST MOTY CKa3aTh, UTO 3TO UM OPOT0 00OIIIOCS,
He Tak ju!

ByyyyyyyyyyyyYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY
YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYyyy! OT0 3axBaTsBaioLle, Ba
0eCIOMOIITHEIX OPYra, Y KOTOPHIX HET APYroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe KaK CMOTPETh, KaK YMUpaeT UX TPeTUi

opyr! Y tem Gomee, uxX CIeOyIOUINM COIEPHUK MpubnuxkaeTrcs! 3To Tak MpauHo! Tak 3axBaTriBatoIe!
Taxk 6ospHO! CinuinkoM Beceno! Mmxaxaxaxa!

Manpuuku! § gymaro, BBl BCE LOXKHEI IONIPOIIATECS APYT C OPYIOM, BAll CIEAYIOMINY IPOTUBHUK -
3TO HE TO, C UeM Bl MOXKeTe UMeTh fienio! Tak uTo 6e3 IUIIHUX CJIOB 5 IPECTaBIISII0 BaM
cnenymomero conepunka, basunukos TeémHbx 3emens! [IpurotToBsTech K cmeptu!”
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