Haxkoner Kpyn moOparcst qo IsToro 4 mociemHero ctonba cBeTa ¢ 6e30macHoM 30HOM. Kak TOIbKO
BCE IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIKE YBUIEIHM €TI0, OHU ObIIM YIUBIIEHEL. ITO IIOTOMY, UTO 10 CHX ITOP HUKTO U3 TEX,
KTO HaxXOOuUJICSl HUXKe I]apCTBa Pa3pylleHus MyCTOTHI, He JOCTUT 3TOT0 MecTa. TeM He MeHee, KpyH
HaxoOuTcs Ha 8-U ctapguu unapcTBa KoBku [lyIiny, 03TOMY UX HEJIb35 BUHUTH 3a TO, YTO OHU
YYBCTBYIOT cebs Tak.

Kak yxe ynomunan XesuH, KpyHy notpe6oBaniock 0K0OJI0 ABYX [HEH, 4ToOw mpubsiTh. [0 opore y
KpyHa O5l710 ellle [Ba IIaHCa CPA3UThCS. YOUBUTENHHO, HO OfHA U3 3TUX OUTB nana emy HebecHble
ockonku Bpemenu u [IpocTpaHcTBa, KoTophie KpyH mo3aboTuics octaBuTh mpu cebe. TeM He MeHee,
y KpyHa Teneps 65110 nBa HeGecHEIX (pparmMeHTa IPOCTPaAHCTBA U3 Pa3HBIX BCEJIEHHHIX, a TaKXKe
opuH UHb, Cyns0nl 1 BpemeHu.

OpmHaKo, Ka3ajaoCh, YTO HUKTO CPEIU 9TOM IPYIIIH KYJIbTUBATOPOB ¥ JEMOHUYECKUX 3BEPEU HE
YyBCTBOBAJI IPUCYTCTBUS hparMeHToB. OH He MOT He B3[IOXHYTH IIPH BUAE 3TOTO 3PEJIUIIa. ITO
03HayaJo, 4YTo HeKoMy OymeT KynuTh ero HebecHble OCKOJIKH.

-"Kak Ovl TO HU OBIJIO, laBail TOCMOTPUM, CKOJIbKO b0XKeCTBEHHBIX KaMHeH 5 MOT'Y B34Thb ceidac."

Kpyn nocmnan cBoe 60KeCTBEHHOE YYBCTBO BHYTPh ¥ BCKOPE IIPOBEPHII, YTO MY HYKHO.

-"4-g mo3unusd, a? YTo IBNsAETCS AOCTAaTOYHO XopoiuuM. [Toka s nonydaio 10 BoxxeCTBEHHBIX KaMHEH,
1oJioKeHue He OymeT UMeTh OOJIBIIIOT0 3HAYEeHU . "

Onnako Kpyn He ctan 6paTh 9Tu BoxkecTBeHHbIe KaMHU. CIedyIoliye JBa Mecsiia eMy IIpPUgeTCs
Ky/IbTUBUPOBATh 6€3 HUX, TaK YTO He OBIJI0 HUKAKOM He0OXOJUMOCTH NpUBJIEKaTh Bceobiree
BHUMaHUe, 0epsi 9TU KaMHU ceiyac.

OnHako yepes [eHb, KOTHa OH Hayasl 3aHUMaThCS CaMOCOBEPIIEHCTBOBAHIEM, KTO-TO U3 TOJIBKO YTO
IPUOBIBIINX Y3HAT €TO.

-"A! TeI-my4dIIuY paHKep U3 TeX, YTO ObLIM paHbie."

C 3TUMU CJI0BAMM BCE OJTHOBPEMEHHO IMoCcMOTpenu Ha KpyHa. C 9TUM HUYero He IMofeaelllb, B KOHIIe
KOHIIOB, [I7I IEPBHIX 9 YPOBHEH CYIIeCTBYeT He TaK MHOT'0 pa3MePHBIX IIPOCTPAHCTB. PaHo umu
110370HO KpyH BCTPEeTUT KOro-HUOYyIb U3 TeX, KOro OH BCTPETUII Y IIPEABIAYIIUX CTOJI00B CBETA.

HoBonpuOHIBIIETO KYIbTHBATOPA CIIPOCUIIH.

-"Kak ero 30ByT, TH He 3Haellb?"

-"Ila, 3TO TOT, KOT0 30BYT JlakuH. {l BUAEN €ro UCIBITaHNEe CUJIBI BOJIU B CTOJI0E CBETA TPETLETO
ypOBHS."



Kaxpmriit HeMeqIeHHO MONTy4YusI Havyall UCKaTh HHGOPMaIIUIo y cTon0a CBeTa MSTOT0 YPOBHS U
IO TBEPOUII er0o PeUTUHT. Kak 1 0:Kuganock, BCKope oHU 0OHapyxkunmu KpyHa Ha 4-# Io3uLuK
IPEeIBIOYIIero CBETOBOrO CcTo/0a. ITO 03HA4aso, 4To KpyH Bce elre nojkeH OblT moayduTs 10
BoxecTBeHHBIX KAMHEH U3 CHCTEMHI.

-"OW, MaJIHII, a KaK Hac4YeT TOro, YTOOH AaTh MHe boxKecTBeHHbIe KaMHu?"

OueBUOHO, TOT K€ CaMbIi IIPOIIECC YI'PO3bl, HO HUKAKOTO JIeMCTBUS He IIPOU30IIIO ellle pa3. KpyH, B
KOTOPHIM pa3, MOT TOJIbKO UTHOPUPOBATh 3T0. OfHAaKO MMEHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT BhIpazKeHUe JIHlla
KpyHna usmenumoch. He 13-3a 3TOT0 OHU TOBOPHUIIH, a U3-3a YET0-TO, UTO UCYE3JNI0 B er0 HyHJaMeHTe.

-"Ockonok ymu [Jxunuu ucyes!"

CBeT/IHIN IyX TIOATBEPAUII. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OCKOJIKY AYIIH, KOTOpEIe Obnu Yy KpyHa ucyesmnu.

-"9T0 MOXKET 03Ha4YaTh TOJILKO OOHO: OHa MepTBa."

Kpys nopyman o [Ixxunuy, 3amiuTHULle BaMu 3apK. OTU OBe [EBYIIKYA PacCTaUCh C HUM Ha IEPBOM
aTaxe. Tak 4TO HET HUKAKUX COMHEHUY, YTO OHU TOXKEe Pa3[e/IuINCh, KaK TOJIbKO IOOHAIUCH HaBePX.
B xoHUe KOH1I0B KpyH IoKaydas rojoBoy U CHOBa cejl. OH HU4Yero He MOT C 3TUM IofenaTs. He
TOBOPS YK€ 0 TOM, YTO BCE IIPEKPACHO 3Ha/IM O PUCKAX, CBI3aHHBIX C IOCEIIeHNEeM 3TOr0 MeCTa.

-"Csernni [lyx, Kak ©-"

-"OHa B MopsifiKe, CYIIHOCTb MOTHUY Oe[ICTBUSI, OCTABIINICS B HEH, BCe B mopsake."

CBeTHHI ny YZXKe 0KHuOall 3TOT0 BOIIPOCa, ITI0O3TOMY OH HEMENJIEHHO OTBETHII.

KpyH KMBHYN ¥ BLIOPOCHUJ BCE 3TU MBIC/IM U3 T'OJIOBHL. UTO XKe KacaeTcs JIIofeHd ¥ JeMOHHYECKIX
3BEpEH, YrpoKaloIIuX €My, TO B JAaHHHIM MOMEHT €My OBIZIO BCe paBHO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH MPOOyOeT
3[ech elle OBa-TPU MecsIa.

'me-To B IpyroM u3MepeHur YeTBEPTOr0 YPOBHS Bamu 3apk ymasa Ha 3eMITI0 ¥ 3alljlaKaia.
OueBuOHO, y Hee OB CITOCO0 Y3HATH, 3[OPOBa ¥ [IKUIKUS UITK HET, II03TOMY B TOT MOMEHT, KOTHa
IXXunust yMmepiia, OHa y3Hasa 3To, Kak u KpyH. [Ixkumnus Oblyla ¢ Helt 04eHb JOJIr0, ¥ OHa Oblla ee
nydiiei mogpyrou. X oTHOILIEHUS BRIXOJUIIU 3@ PAaMKU TOT'0, UTOOHI OBITH HAa3BaTh IIPOCTO
3aIUTHUKOM.

-Oxunus..."



OHa nponexarna Ha 3eMsie 0osbllle Yaca, He ABUrasch ¢ Mecta. OHa HU4Yero He X0Tesla fejaTh B 3TOT
MOMEHT 13-3a CBOeH Ileyasu. TeM He MeHee, OH He OCTAHETCS B TaKOM COCTOSTHUU. B Kakou-TO
MOMEHT IeMOHUY€ECKUH 3Bepb 3aMETUJI ee IPUCYTCTBHE, U 0COOEHHO ee 1-10 CTafuIo lapCTBa
Paszpymenus [IycTOTEHL

3a meCTh MeCSILEB, IPOBeAeHHEIX B CBATON 3eMJyie, pa3BuTHe BaMu nepenuio ¢ 8-i cCTaguu japCTBa
Kosku [y Ha 1-10 cTaguto napctBa Paspymenus [lyctotsl. OHa gaxe moiy4yusia HECKOJIBKO
BoxXeCcTBeHHBEIX SHEPreTUYeCKUX KaMHel Onaromaps sJeMeHTapHbEIM MepuauanaM. Tak 4To MOXKHO
CKa3aTh, YTO OHA [IeMCTBUTEJILHO OLICTPO MOIPABISeTCS B HaHHBIM MOMEHT.

Bce B CBsiTo#t 3eme ObUIH 3[eCh AJIS KYJIbTUBAIMN U OBICTPOTO YIYYIIEHUsI. ITOT JeMOHUYECKUI
3Bepb HUYEro He UMeJl MPOTUB BaMu, mpocTo y Hee OblNla TaKas-Ke KyJIbTUBALKS, Kak U Y Hero. TeMm
He MeHee, OH IyMaJl, YTO CpaxkeHue C Hel JlacT eMy IeHHbIH 60eBoit ombiT. B CBSTOM 3eMiie He OBIIO
HefoCTaTKa B CpaxKeHUIX, KOTOPhle HAYMHAJIUCE 110 TOU XKe IIPUYHHE.

OpmHakKo OH He MOT BHIOPATH I 9TOTO XYOIIEeTr0 BpeMeHHU. YBHU/IEB, YTO 3TOT HEMOHUYECKUM 3BEPh
npubnuxaeTcs K Hell, Bamu mputiita B spocTh! C ee aieMeHTaIbHEIMU MepuaraHaMu U HeGecHBIM
OCKOJIKOM XM3HH, OHa uMeJjia 60eByI0 CUITy Ha HECKOJIbKO CTafilii BHIIIE, YeM ee COOCTBEHHAs. ITOT
IeMOHMYECKH 3Beph TOXKe He OBl BiafenblieM HebecHoro ¢parmMeHTa. HeyouBruTenbHO, YTO OH OBLI
COBEPILEeHHO pa3fasjieH Bamu.

BmecTo Toro uto6n youTh ero, Bamu ucnosnb3oBaia 0egHATY, YTOOH BEITYCTUTh CBOM THEB. BEIIO
BpeMsi, KOTHa IeMOHUYECKHUH 3Beph lake YMOJISI 0 CMEPTH, HO ey Ob10 Bce paBHO. Ilocre Toro, Kak
OHA 3aKOHYMJIa, HUKTO He MOT HaXe CKa3aTh, ObUI I JEMOHUYECKUY 3B€Ph MEPTB WX XKUB. TeM He
MeHee, BamMu He nCKajeuusia ero pa3BUTHe, Tak YTO, €CJIM €My [I0Be3€eT, OH CMOXKET BOCCTaHOBUTHCS

B Oymy1mem.

Korga Bamu ynetena, oHa 4To-TO ITpo6opMoTasa cebe mom Hoc.

-"[xumus, s 00513aTeIbHO HANUAY TOTO, KTO COesalt 9To ¢ To06oH."

3aTeM Bamu mcuesna BHaiy, HalpaBisasach K CIeOyIOIeMy CTONI0Y CBeTa.

B manHBEIM MOMEHT JIaKC HaXOUJICS Ha IIeCTOM YPOBHE, Ha OfMH Bhillle KpyHa. 3a mociegHue mecTh
MECSIIEB OH ITOHSJICS HA OfHY CTAiMI0 Pa3BUTHUS, HAXOOsCh TeIePh Ha 1-i CTafuu 1[apCTBa
BoxkectBenHoro ITytu. XoTs 3T0 GbljIa BCETO JIMIIEL CTAAKS, 3TO ObIT TPOPHIB B IAPCTBE, TAK YTO €r0
CHUJIa yBeJIMYUIIaCh HAMHOI0 0OJIbIIe, YeM ITPOPHIB B T€X K€ CTAOusIX IIapCTBa.

Ou Gecniokouscs o JIupuy Tak ke, Kak TuaHa u PyuK, HO gaxe IIOcje TOTo, KaK OH ITOMCKaJl
nH(}OPMAIKIO TOBCIOAY MeXKAY KyJIbTUBaTOPaMH U IeMOHUYECKUMHU 3BEPSIMH, OH He HallleJl HUKaKOou
nofcka3ku. He umest opyroro BeI6opa, OH MOT ITPOCTO MOAHSTHCS HAaBEPX U 0XKUAATh BCTPEUH C
OCTaJIbHEIMU Ha [eCSATOM YPOBHE.



OmHako, cienys 3a MOoTOKOM BozKeCcTBEHHOUM 9HEPTUH, OH CTOJIKHYJICS C APYTUM 4ieHoM [[pakoHbel
packl. XyKe BCEro, 4YTo 3T0 OB KTO-TO, KOTO OH 3HAJL.

-"ITpoBakc!"

JIakc 3HaJI 9TOro ApaKoHa C TeX IOop, KaK OH ocTascs B pace [IpakoHoB. OH Ovi1 Ha 21 rop cTapiie
Jlakca u o06aian o4ueHb Cepbe3HBIM XapakTepoM. OH 4yacTo 06ydas MOJIOABIX APAKOHOB Ha
TepPUTOPHUH [IpaKoHbeW packl, u JIakC BCce elre IIOMHUJ, KaKUM CIAapTaHIIeM OH OBII.

Braromapst 602KeCTBeHHOMY YyBCTBY [poBakca, OH IE€PBEIM 3aMETHII IPUCYTCTBHE JIakca. XOTs y
Jlakca Oblyta gpyrasi BHEIIHOCTD, [IpoBakC HUKOTa Obl He omiOCs B €T0 aype.

-"Jlakc!"

JIakc, KOHEYHO XKe, Pa3BepHYJICS U TYT ke yoexkan. OH OelHCTBUTENIbHO HE XOTEJT CBSI3BIBATHCS C
9TUM mapHeM. Korga peus 3aXomuT 0 [[poBaKce, 9TO BCETO JIUIIb IJIOXKe BOCIIOMHUHAHHUS.

-"JTakc, Tebe Jy4Ire 0CTaHOBUTHCS MPSIMO 37echk! Ecnu HeT, He BUHM MEHS 3a TO, 4TO 51 Oymy rpyo!"

-"KT0, 4epT Bo3bMU, 0CTaHOBUTCA? KbI, Kbil! Thl OOUH U3 IOCJIEHUX APAKOHOB, KOTOPHIX S X04Y
BUMETH B CBOeH xu3uu!"

-"Xm! TonmbKO He TOBOPH, UTO 5 Te0ST He Ipenynpexaar."

CxopocTb [IpoBakca BHE3aITHO BO3POCa, ¥ PACCTOSTHIE MeXAy HUMHU Hadyaso COKpauaThCs. [JpoBakc
OBl y2Ke Ha 4- cTaguu napcTBa boxecTBeHHoro [1yTH, u oH OBUT B OCHOBHOM COCPENOTOYEH Ha
CTUXWM BEeTpa U 3aKOHaX. BOT moyeMy OH MOT GBITh TAKUM GBICTPHIM.

_II'[_IepT! n

Jlakc IIPUJIOKUII elnle OosbIIe YCHHHfI, 4yTOOH 6€KaTh, HO ,HpOBaKC BCe PaBHO OOTHAJI ero B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB.

-"Tomot [IpakoHa!"

Bywm!

Teno Jlakca ymapuiocs, ¥ OH pyxXHyJ Ha 3eMy0. OgHako [JpoBakC Ha caMOM [feJie He IBITaJCs
IpUYUHUTS Bpen Jlakcy, Tak 4To JIakC MOJIy4YuI JIUILIbL HECKOJIBKO CUHSKOB. BO-TIepBEIX, HU OOUH U3
HUX He IpeBpaTuiics 06paTHO B CBOIO APaKOHBIO (HOPMY, TaK YTO OBIJIO OUEBUIHO, UTO OHU HE
coO0MpaInCh BHIKJIAOEIBATHCS Ha MOJIHYIO.



3ateM HpOBaKC IIPU3EMIIUIICA PAOOM C JlakcowMm, TJIsI[s Ha TeJI0 Ha 3eMmIle.

-"41 xe mpocun Tebs MONoXKaaTh, He TakK TU? MoxKeT ObITh, TH XOUellh IOJYYUTh HaKa3aHue, Kak B
npournoM? f Bce ellle HOIIy ¢ coO00# cBoit ke37 [IpakoHa, OHS?"

9TOT Ke371 ObUT celaH CIeUaIbHO IS TOr0, YTOOH MCII0JI30BATh €0 MIPOTUB MOJIOAKIX IPAKOHOB,
KOTOPHIE He CJIeoBa/IM IIpuKa3aM. X0Ts OH He MIPUYUHUII HUKAKOI0 Bpefia Tely, OH IPUYUHUTT
yXkacHyt0 0051b. C THYHOCTHIO JIaKca y2Ke MOXKHO IPEIOCTaBUTh, CKOIBKO pa3 OH OB U30UT UM. ITO
OblIM HacTosIMe, 00JIe3HEHHBIE BOCTIOMUHAHUSI.

YcnpimmaB 370, JIakC MOYyBCTBOBAJI XOJIOMOK, ITPO0EKABIIHH 110 CIMHE U HEMEOJIEHHO OMyCTUJICS Ha
KomeHu mepeq IIpoBaKCoOM.

-"TIpenok [IpoBakc, HET HEOOXOOUMOCTH B TAKOM CEPhE3HOCTHU. ITOT CKPOMHBIHM APaKOH IIPOCTO
IIOKa3bIBaJl, KAKUM OBICTPHIM OH CTaJl IIOCJIe IMOTydYeHus TBoero obyueHus B mpoiaoM. Kak s Mor Ha
camoM fese 6exkaTh OT CBOEro crapirero 6para?"

-"Xwm! Ecniu Ol 51 He 3Hau Tebsi, TO, BO3MOXKHO, TIomasics Okl Ha 3Ty YJIOBKY."

3areM ria3a [IpoBakca CTalld CEPhE3HBIMHU, ITPEXK/Ie YeM IIEPEUTH K TTIaBHOM TeMe.

-"¢l He cTaHy CIipalliiBaTh, KaK, YePT BO3bMHU, TeOe yganock nomnacts B CsaTyio 3emmio. OgHaKo
I pakodoiKC-3TO COBCEM Apyras uCTOpus. ['oBopu, roe oH?"

3aTteM JIaKC OTBEJ B3TJISAM M 3aTOBOPUIL.

-"O! 9t0? Trl BUOEN BULEO, KOTOPOeE g Imocian asane? MeHs KOHTPONIUPYeT 3TOT [IpakodoiKe, Tak 4TO
s MeNCTBUTEIbHO HUYEro He MOTy Tebe CKa3aTh, 9TO €ro IpukKaa."

3aTeM [IpoBaKC AOCTall U3 CBOEr0 IPOCTPAHCTBEHHOI'0 KOJIbI[A 2Ke3J1, IOKPHITHY JIa3yPHOU Yellyel.

-"KTo0, yepT BO3bMHU, ITOBEPUT, UTO TOOOM yIPaBIAIOT C 3TUM IEPHMOBEIM IIPECTaBIeHuEM?!
[ToHSITHO, 3HAYUT, TH He X0Yelllb TOBOPUTL. He BOMHYCS, s 3acTaBiio Te0s mepeayMaTs. IIpocTo
YTOOBI THI 3HAJI, CTAPEUIINHE Y2Ke 00paTUIMCh 3a IIOMOIIbI0 K HECKOIBKUM KyJIbTHBATOPaAM U
IEMOHMYECKHM 3BePsIM IIapcTBa BF0KeCTBEHHOCTH C TilaBHEIMU boXKeCTBeHHBIMU AyiiaMu CyabObL.
OOBbeIMHUB YCUTHS, OHHU CMOTJIX TMTOATBEPAUTD, UTO [IpakoGhONKC NEeUCTBUTEILHO XKUB. [T0X0XKe, TH U
BIIPABY €ro 3Haellb, TaK 4YTo Tebe JIydIlne IOAr0OTOBUTHCS."

BripaxeHnue nuiia Jlakca ©U3MeHUIIOCh, KOTHa OH yBUfel JIa3ypHHIN Ke3J71, HO OH IO-TIpeXHeMY ObII
HETIPEeKJIOHEeH B CBOeM MOJTYaHHUH.

-"f1 yxe cpmenan cBoe feso U cka3asl pacaM [IpakoHOB u OeHUKCOB, 4TO [IpakK0hONKC CyIIeCTBYET.



Mot monr neper To0o u ctapeimurHaMy 3aBepieH. Ho kpoMe aToro, 51 60J1blle HUYEro He CKaxy.
Bel, pebsiTa, MOJIXKHEI OyOeTe HalTH ero caMu."

YBumeB peuuTenbHoe BrIpaxkeHnue nmuila Jlakca, [IpoBakc HEMHOT'0 3akKoe0arncs. B mpormiom ox
HUKOTZAa He TIO0Ka3bIBaJl Iiepef co0oy Takoro nuila. Ho BcKope oOH mpuines B cels.

-"Xouelb TH 9TOT'0 UJIX HET, HO THI Oy/IeIlb TOBOPUTD, faXKe eCITK MHe IPHUAETCS CUJION BRITSHYTh 3TO
u3 Tebs."
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