Toii HOYRIO, B Banya...

4 cHsinm hopMy u mepeofesics B pyOalIky mepey TeM, Kak OTBETUTh KOMY-TO Ha 3BOHOK II0
TPAHCIISLUH.

— (Dyra IIPHUCIIAJI IIOCJIaHHKKA, COTJIaCHOI'O Ha IIPEeKpPallileHrue OTHSA, — CKd3adJld Jlucus Ha OIPpyromMm
KOHIIE, BHITJISIS 00JIeT9eHHOM.

— TlousTHo. Torma MBI MOXKeM ITOKa pacciabuThCs.

B HacTos1I€ee BpeMs 0Ha Oblyla ¢ JKCeJIb, BO3TJIaB/IsAs OCHOBHYIO YacTh OPUIOHUNCKUX CUJT
HallMOHA/IbHOM 000POHBI, BEICAIUBIINXCS Ha 3allafHoOM nobepexbe. Eciu OBl MBI B IIOJIHOM Mepe
MICII0JIb30BaJIM HAIllM TPAHCIOPTHLIE BO3MOXKHOCTY U TPAHCIOPTHYIO ceTh ViMiiepuu, oHU OB
npuObUIH ciofia paHbine. OJHAKO, XOTS MBI U O0BSIBUIIM 110 PAgu0, YTO (PUAOHIEI SIBIISIOTCS
coto3HuKaMu Mimmepuu, Mel BCE elne Oty cunoi u3 6omee yeM 10 000 ©HOCTpaHHBIX COJIAAT,
IOSIBUBIIKXCS U3 HUOTKyZHa. ['opona v gepeBHU BOOJb UX MaplIpyTa, HECOMHEHHO, OPOXKAJHU OT
cTpaxa. Mbl JOJIKHEL ObUIM OpaTh 3TO B PaCYET, TaK YTO 3TO HEMHOT'0 3aMe[IJIUJI0 UX IIPOABUKEHNE.

Ecnu ObI UMIIEPCKHUE IpakaaHe PeIInsId, YTO MBI Bparu, C KOTOPEIM UM MPUIAETCS CPaXkaThCs, 9TO
IpuBesIo Obl K HeHYKHBIM KepTBaM. UTOOB IPEOOTBPATUTh 3TO, MBI HOJIKHEI OBIIM ITOCTIATh BIEPEN
mofel, 4ToObl 0OBSICHUTh CUTYALMIO, YCIIOKAaWBas IpakaH 10 Mepe MPoaBUXKeHus. BolcKa TOMKHEI
OBLIM TIEPEBUTATHCS C OCTOPOKHOCTHIO, X 3TO OTPAHUYMIIO CKOPOCTh HAIlleTro Mapliia.

— Tem He MeHee, s 0XKHUOA0, YTO MBI IPUOyIeM Ha MeCTO K 3aBTpalIHeMy AHI0. Ho mo Tex mop He
TepsiiTe 6OUTETbHOCTH.

— Ia. { ToXe X04y II0CKOpee YBUMETh TBOe JIULO, JIucus.

— Xu-xu, cnacu6o... [Togoxau, cefiyac He BpeMs AyMaTh 000 MHe. — JIMCHST HaCTaBUlIa Ha MeHS
Tajiell ¢ Ipyroi cTopoHsl TpaHcasauuu. — CoMa, Tebe ceityac HyKHO OBITH C TOCIOXKO0M Mapueit... 5
IyMalo, YTO OHa YyBCTBYyeT ce0sl pa3/aBlIeHHOM, KaK TH B TOT JIeHb.

— Ia...

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO MHI IPEOMOJIENIN TEeKYIIUU Kpru3nc, Mapus ocTanach IOf 3aMKOM B CBOeU
kKoMHaTe. Eé cynb0a u cynbba MMiepuu 3aBucesia OT IeperoBOpPoB Mexkay MHOM u ®yroi. XoTs
Vimnepus He Oblyia Obl yHUYTOXKEHA IIOJTHOCTHIO, OHa Oblia 00eKAEHHON CTOPOHOU B BOWHE. { He
MOT flaXKe MIPEJCTaBUTh, YTO MOTJIA Cceiiuac YyBCTBOBaTh Mapus Kak mobexkaeHHass UMIIepaTpulia.
Jlucusg, ckopee Bcero, 6eCIIOKOUIAck, YTO OHA MOXKET CHOBA IIONBITaThCS IIOKOHYUTE C COOOH. ..

— 4 oTumTan e€ 3a 9TO, TAK UTO He OyMdlO, 4YTO OHa CHOBa 6p0CI/ITCH c 6anmkoHa... — CKas3aln .

— 910 BCE PaBHO 60]'[]:]]16, YeM MOZKET BEIHECTH YEJIOBEK B OOUHOYKY. EovHCTBEHHBIN, KTO MOXKET



OBITH ceryac C TOCIoXkou Mapuei... eIUHCTBEHHEIH, KTO IIOHUMaeT, Kakoe OpeMs oHa Hecla... 3TO
THI, BepHO? Thl €IMHCTBEHHEIN, KTO MOXKET 3aIlIUTUTL €€ CEPATIE.

"KoHeuHo, s Obl Tak u caesan”, mogyMart s. Y MeHs OblIM Bce HaMepeHUS MOMbITaThCS ITIOMOYb
Mapuu: — Ho 4T0 5 MOT'y cHenars...?

— Wpu u mobanyi eé.

— [lo6anoBars... e€?

— Ienait BcE, 4To OHa X04eT. ['ocmmoxka Mapus BCE 3TO BpeMsl B ONMHOYKY fepxKajia Ha cebe BCIO
cTpaHy. Kak XeHIIMHa U KaK KOpoJjieBcKas oco0a, s yBaxaio e€. Tak 4To, IPoCTo... 0CBOOOOM €€.
[TpuMmu e€ xKenaHus, €€ TIOTEPHU, €€ CTPEMIIEHHUS, €€ CoxKalleHus U e€ 0o0ib. Kak TBos mepBast
OCHOBHas KOPOJIeBa, Thl KMeeIh MOe pa3pelleHne ieaTh BCE, 4TO Tebe HyKHO.

— Xa-xa-xa... — JIucus Oblya TPOCTO MOTPsicalomiel. MHe HYKHO OBIJIO TOATOTOBUTHCS. — XOPOIIOo. &
cobupatoch n36amoBaTh Mapuio o CMEPTH.

Kak TOnbKO g 3aKOHYHUII pa3roBop ¢ Jlucuei, s cpaldy Ke HallpaBUJICSI B KOMHaATy Mapuu. 3a ABEPHIO
Mapuu CTOSINT OAWH OPAKIIYTUCT, KOTOPOTO S OCTaBUJI OXPaHATh €€, U ONWH UMIIEPCKUM I'Bapaeel. 7
OBICTPO MTOIIPUBETCTBOBA UX, 3aTEM BCTaJl ITepel ABEPhIo, BEIPABHUBAS ObIXaHUE, TPeXKIe YeM
IIOCTy4YarTh.

— l'ocnoxa Mapus, sto Coma. Mory s BOUTH?

— l'ocnogur CoMa...? [Ja, moxXanyrcTa, — pa3fgaics rojaoc Mapuu u3 KOMHATHI.

4 OTKpHIN IBepb U BOLIEN. MOE mepBoe BIeyaTieHue: 66110 TeMHO. CBEYU He TOPENH, ¥ TOJIBKO
Or1eIHBIN TYHHBIM CBET IPOHUKAJ Yepe3 OKHO. 71 OB paj], YTO CEerogHs He macMypHo. Ecnu Owl He
JIYHHBIN CBET, TO, HAaBepHOe, ObII0 ObI CIIMIIKOM TEMHO, YTOOBI MBI CMOT /I HOPMaJIbHO ITOTOBOPUTS.

3aKpBIB 3a cobon OBEDPL, A OTJIdne]l JOPOryIo Mebenb u apyrue mmpegMeTEl JeKopa. B nenom, ToH
KOMHATHI OBITT CBETJIBIM M K€HCTBEHHBIM.

Mapus cTosna y okHa. Korga s mofoImen focTaToyHo 61M3K0, YTOOBI MBI MOTJIA BUJETh BHIPaKEeHUS
JIAL OPYT OpyTa, OHa cabo yneIOHyIach MHE.

— ...JTO HAaIlOMUHAEeT MHE O TOM BpeMEeHH, KOrga MBI BCTPETUIIUCH B 3eme.

— Pa3 yx TH 06 9TOM 3arOBOPUIIA... TyHA B Ty HOYb TOXKeE ObI/Ia SPKOH.



Mapus xuxukuyna: — Ha. M Mbl manu obelllaHre IO JIVHHEIM CBETOM. BOT moueMy ThI ceidac 371ecCh,
CO MHOM.

— 4 BCE ellé He yBepEH... 4YTO 3TO IIOBO [JI PAgOCTH, — CKa3aJl s, II0XKaB MJIeYaMu.

SRR

B TOT meHb, KOorga MHI BII€PBLIE BCTPETHINCE B 3eMe, B 00MeH Ha 1moMoIb MMepu ¢ (Torma erre)
Coro3oM Apxunenara JIeBATUrIaBoro [IpakoHa, Mapus mpemioxKuia, YToOs s oo0eIas e Koe-4To
B3aMeH. B To BpeMs 9TO Ka3a/I0Ch HEMBICIMMBIM.

Bort 4TO0 cka3ana Mapus...

— Ecu B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT B OyIyIIIEM... 0KaxKeTCS TaK, YTO UMIIEPHUS MOXKET PaclacThCs,
HaMepeHa pa3fesuTh e€ 6e3 KoneOaHu.

4 6b1 ommesToMyEH. S COMHeBAJICS B CBOMX YIIax ¥ HE MOT HUYEro CKa3aTh B OTBET.

He oOpaimasi BHUMaHKUS Ha MOIO pPeaklnio, Mapus IpomoXKuIa.

— Hama ctpaHa cTana cnuikoM 0ombinod. HacemeHue CIUIIKOM BEJTUKO, YTOOBI MBI MOTJIA C HUM
CIIPaBUTHCA. I IpHHMMAJa CBOIO [OJIXKHOCTH I'1aBkel [leknapauuu YemoBedecTBa 0 CETOOHAIIHETO
[HS, TOTOMY 4YTO IMMOHKMMAasa Heo0XOOUMOCTh MOIIIHOM HALIUK B KA4eCTBEe SMOIMOHAIBHON MOAIePXKKH
B IPOTUBOCTOSAHUY C [loMmeHOM Bragweiku [1eMoHOB... Ho cerigac KoponeBcTBO OpuagoHUS IIPOYHO
YTBEPAUIIOCH B KaUeCTBe MOTYIIIECTBEHHOT 0 IOCYyJapCTBa Ha BOCTOKe, U ¢ppakuus capa Oyru takxke
MOOHUMAaeTCsA. JToxa, KOraa JII0Au Iojlaraauch Ha [leknapanuio YemoBeyecTBa AN MOAOePKaHUS
CBOET0 CyIeCTBOBaHUS, IOAXOOUT K KOHIY.

OHa mmokKauasa I'ojIOBOH.

— Her, gerno He B 9TOM, — monpaBuiia ce0st Mapus. — 9To cTapasi, OKOCTE@HEeBIIIas CUCTeMa, C
KOTOPOM HYKHO IIOKOHYHTL. EC/TM BCE, YTO OCTAIOCh B CePMlax Jioaei Moel MMmepuu - 3To
TOPIOCTH 3a TO, UTO OHM BO3TJIABISIOT [leKmapanuio YenmoBedecTBa, TO 9TO He JTydIllee MeCTO [JIs
Hac. {1 He MOTY HOMyCTUTh, YTOOBI M3-3a TOPAOCTH MIPOJIMBasiach KpoBb. C 3TOI 1ebio, ST AyMaro, s
co0uparCch HayaTh IIOATOTOBKY.

I'maza Mapuu 6eiiy noIHE YOeXKOEHHOCTH, KOTIa OHA TOBOPUIIA.

— YT0o0BI 0TCEYh CTOPOHHUKOB KECTKOM JTMHWY, 3aIIMKJIEHHBIX Ha TOM, YTO MiMmepus Korga-To Oblia
BeJTUYANINEN U3 BCEX HALIMM, ¥ KeJAI0INX aKTUBHO Y4acTBOBATh B 6oprbe ¢ [lomeHOM Brambiku
IemoHOB s Oymy MemjeHHO coOupaTh Ha ceBepe, epeMeniasi Ty[a X BIageHus. ITO IO03BOIUT UM
JIETKO OTHENIUTHCS OT MMIepuu, Korma OHM OTKaXKyTCS OT MEHS.



— B c061/1paeTeCB 3aCTaBUTh UX BOCIIOJIb30BATLECA IIPABOM Ha caMoonpeneHeHHe?!

— a. [Iripa B [leknapauuu YemoBeyecTBa, 0 KOTOPOU BE MHE cKasu, c3p Coma. IToCKOIBKY
IeKapalys yBaXxaeT [IPaBo KyJIbTYPHBIX M PACOBHIX IPYIII Ha CaMOOIpefie/ieHne, y Hac HeT
BO3MOXKHOCTH IIOMeIIaTh UM YUTHU. [IpaBuia roBOpsT, 4YTO ME He UMeeM IIpaBa. f MONIpoIry ux
"BOCITI0JTB30BaThCH" ITUM.

4 06XBaTHUJI TOJIOBY PyKaMH, IIOTOMY UTO IIOHSJI, YTO Mapus BCcephe3 HaMepeHa pa3fesuTh
Vimnepuio. Pacmayi BeTMKOM nepKaBhl ¥ H3MeHeHUe 6anaHca CUI MeX/y CTpaHaMu II0 COCENICTBY -
9TO HaBEePHSIKA BRI30BET OOJIBbIIKE BOJIHEI, KOTOPHIE IMOTJIOTSAT OIU3/IeKallye CTPAHbL. ITO
rapaHTUPOBAHHO OTPA3UTCS ¥ Ha Halllel cTpaHe.

"fl moJKeH MOATOTOBUTHCH", — CPOYHO IOJyMaJl 5.

3aTeM, TUXUM TOJIOCOM, MapI/Iﬂ CKasajla: — Y MeHs eCTh K Tebe HpOCB6a... KOrga l'IpI/IJIéT TO BpeMsi.

— TIpockba?

— Ia. Korga ato nmpousoiineT, [leknapanuu YenoseuecTBa Gosnblie He 6ymeT. UMmepus nepectaHeT
OBITH CaMO¥ CUJIBHOM HallMew, U 5 MoJiaralo, 4To HaM Oy[eT TPygHO MOAAePKUBATh rOCyIapCTBO B
OOVHOYKY. [laxke eCnu 3TO IPOU30UIET... I BCE PABHO X0UY 3alIUTUTH Te€X, KTO BEPUT B MeH4. { x04y
pa3fenuTh CTPaHy, @ He YHUUTOXKUTE e€. [109ToMy, KOTfa IPUAET BPEMSL...

C peumTeNnbHEIM BUOM OHA M3JI0KHUJIA CBOIO MMPOCHOY.

— 41 X049y 3aK/II0YUTh HECEKPETHHIU COI03 C KOpOonIeBCTBOM.

OmorneBaeMblil pa3HBIMU MBICIISIMH, ST CyMeJT BLIMOJIBUTh: — He CTOUT TOBOPUTH TAaKKe 3JIOBEIIHe
BEIIIH....

— BaxHO MOATOTOBUTLCS, — CKa3alla Mapm{ CO CMEXOM.

¢ OBIN YOWBIIEH, YTO €CTh JTUAEP, KOTOPHIA MOXKET IMIOATOTOBUTLCS K MONOOHEIM BelllaM. ITo
3aCTaBUJIO MEHS II0-HOBOMY OIIEHUTH €€ KaK YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIHM B OOUHOYKY IOAePKKBa
OOCTOMHCTBO 9TOM BEJIMKOM HAIlWH.

B To xe BpeMs s IIOHSJI, YTO OHa JOCTHUTIJIa CBOEro IIpeneia U TAHeTCA KO MHE B IIOMCKaX CIIaCeHHus.

— Xopoto... — CKa3all 5, B35IB €€ 3a PYKY.

q YYBCTBOBAJI KaK PAallMOHAJIBHOE 2KEJIaHNuEe KOPOJId IIPEeaOoTBPATUTh pacCiiaf I/IMHepI/II/I uero



IIOCJIECTBUS [JIT MOEM CTPaHEI, TaK U JINYHOE XKeJIaHKuE CIIaCTHU XKEHIMNHY, KOTOPYIO S BUOEII IIepen
coboii. Ob6a OHH HMen OOWH U TOT K€ OTBET, IIO3TOMY A HE UCIIBIThIBAJl HUKAKUX KoJieOaHMH.

— Ecmu 370 BpeMs KOl"I[a-HI/I6y,[[b HACTYIINT, KOpOHeBCTBO IIOCTYIIUT TakK, KaK TEI IIOZKEeJTdellb.

— 41 Bepw B Bac, rocnoguH CoMma.

9710 OBLIO Hallle oOeIanue.

SRR

— WMMmmepus pacnanack... — CKalana Mapus.

YcnbiaB e€, s IpUIIEN B ce0sl.

Ona roBopua o pacnafe MMmnepuu, Kak 4eloBeK, pa304apoBaHHBIM TEM, UTO €ro JII00UMYI0 KPYKKY
pasounu. Ho... 1 3Has, 4To NIy4ille He IIpefoiaraTh, YTo TO, KAK OHa TOBOPHa, COBIAZAJIO C TEM,
YTO OHA YYBCTBOBaJla BHYTPU. BCE 3TO BpeMs OHa HOCHJIa MacKM. MacKa UMIIepaTPUIlEl BeTudanInen
cTpaHbl B Mupe. Macka nupepa [leknapanuu YenoBedecTBa U BCETO YeylioBeyecTBa. M Macka CBATOH,
KoTopas Oblyta mo6pa KO BCeM, HO €€ ceplle Bceryia pa3phiBaiocCh.

Kak OBl OHa HM XOTeJa OBITh OOBIYHEIM, PSIOBLIM YEJI0BEKOM, 9TH MaCKH IIPECIeloBay €€ MOBCIOMY.
BpemeHamu OHA UCIIONIb30BaIa WX, @ BpEMEHAMU OHU KCIIOJIb30Baiu e€. [IOIIo 0o TOTo, YTO OHA
3a0bl1a, Kakoii Oblla €€ HaCTOSIasl CyIHOCTb.

Mapwus MSTKO yIBIOHYIacCh, IIPOHOIXKas.

— 4 monro roToBuiack, YTOORI 3TOT AEHb HACTaJ. & B3siIa TeX, KTO XOTeJI, YTOORI S CTasla CBSITOM,
TeX, KTO XOTeJl IpepUHUMaTh aKTUBHEIE I1aru K [loMeHy Briagsiku [JeMOHOB, TeX, KTO CJIEII0
TIOKJIOHSIJICSI MHE, ¥ COCPefIOTOUNIIa UX B CEBEPHHIX peruoHax. f fesaa 3To MefJieHHO, YTOOb OHU
He 3ameTunu. Cpenu HUX OblT faxe cap Kpaxe, KOTOpHIM oTfasn OBl 3a MeHS XKWU3Hb, U OBIBIINYN APYT
Kaunsl JIroMmbep.

¢ BHUMAaTeNIbHO CIIyLIaJl e€ CIJIOBa.

— 4 coenana Tak, 4TOOLI UX OBIJIO JIETKO 0CBOOOIUTH. YTOORI, KOrma MOUX CUJI CTaHET HeqOCTATOYHO,
sl MOTJIa OTIYCTUTh 9TH 3€MJIM ¥ PEOPTaHU30BaTh UMIIEPHIO B HEUTO GoJiee IETKOe [Jis YIPABIEHHs. ..
HerT, 9T0 yXXe HeNlb3s Ha3BaTh UMIeprel. HaKOHEI-TO s MOTY 0TKA3aThCs OT TUTYJIa HMIIePATPHUIIEL.

C yneI6KOM, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO OBIJIO TPOYUTATh TU00 KaK S3BUTEIbHOE Becenbe, 00 KaK HAaCMEIIKy
Hap coboi, Mapus 1ojI0XkuIa pyKy Ha IPymdb.



— Tem He MeHee, Tenepb, KOTHa AEeJI0 JOIIJIO A0 9TOr0, MOX SMOITMH 3aXJIECTEIBAIOT. HeCMOTps Ha TO,
YTO BCE 3TO BPEMs s XO0Tejla OTOPOCHUThL UX B CTOPOHY, MHOTHA MHE [laXke XOTeJIOCh ITPOCTO
BBITIJIECHYTh UX. HO Temeps, KOT{la OHU BHIPHIBAIOTCS, S1 YYBCTBYIO ce0si KaIKou. MeHs ofojieBaeT
YYBCTBO COXKaJIEHHUS, KOTOPOI0 S HUKAK He OXKMfaJjla UCIIHITaTh. Xe-Xe-xe... f Takas 6e3HanéxkHas
IIPaBUTEIbHHUIIA.

— l'ocnoxka Mapus....

4 momomén 6nuxe, mpousHecs: eé uMs. Ho oHa mpooskasa TOBOPUTh.

— Xex... Ilo mpaBpme roBopsi, 1 YyBCTBYIO cebs y2KaCHO M3-3a TOT0, YTO BTSHYJIA B 9TO TeOs,
KoponercTtBo ®PpumoHUs M maxke OCTAIbHBIX YIeHOB MOPCKOTro AnbsiHCa. MHe 04eHb XKallb, HO 1
IOJIKHA PaCCUUTHIBATh Ha TO, UTO ThI OyHelb IpUCcMaTpUBaTh 3a BCEM OTCIOfA. & 3HAI0, YTO THI
MOXKeITh ObITH 00JIee KU3HECITOCOOHKIM ITPABUTENIEM, YEM $I, - TEM, KOTO Hapo[ He IIPEBPATUT B
upona. IToatomy....

— Mapus!

4 cxBaTHUII €€ 3a IIJIeun U IOCMOTPENI IPSIMO B r'7ia3a, Kak Obl roBops: "[locMoTpu Ha MeHs." X0TS OHa
ynerbanach, KOToa TOBOPUIIa, OHa COBCeM He CMOTpesia Ha MeHs. Kazasnock, oHa ybusna cBoé cepale
10 TAaKOU CTEINeHH, YTO He BUAUT Julla co0eceHUKaA.

— Oti1...! BomnbHoO.

Ynri6ka, KoTopas Oblna Ha eé Julle, KCKa3uaach oT 60/1u. f HaKOHEI-TO COpBa C HEE 3Ty MAcCKY.

4 cxan cunbHee. E€ pyKu ObUIM TaKMMU CTPOMHBIMH, UTO laXKe MOS XBaTKa - KOTopasi, HeCMOTPS Ha
BCE TPEHUPOBKHU, KOTOpEIe MHe fan Oy3H, Obl/la HEMHOTUM JIydllle, 4eM Y 00BIYHOT0 rpyOusiHa - Obia
nns Heé 6one3HeHHOM. M BCE Ke 3TU CTPOMHEBIE NIJIeYX BHIAEPKMUBAIM BeC OrpoMHOoM Hauuu. Kak
CUJIBHO 3TO CKa3aJoCh Ha eé ceppue?

— IlocTtaTouHo, Mapus...

YTOo-TO MOTEKJIO U3 MOUX TJIas, 1o Ieke. Cremdyroliee, 4To 5 MOHSI... S 3allylaKajl paHbllle, 4YeM OHa.

Mapus ycTaBuaach Ha MeHs, ommenoMaénHas. Emé Ou He Oriyta. OHa Oblyla e JUHCTBEHHOM, KTO
IEeNCTBUTEILHO XOTel 3aljlakaTh, HO 5 €€ OIepenul.

— TI'ocmogus... Coma?

— IocraTouno, Mapwus. Tel 60mbIlle HE MOMXKHA... IepXKaTh BCE B cebe.



B crepmytoiee MrHOBEHUeE 10 Iy Mapuu cKaTUIach KpymHas ciae3a. OHa HOTPOHYJIACh [0 HEE,
YIOUBIIEHHO OTJISIOBIBASI COOCTBEHHYIO PYKY.

— Ax...

Eé nmuno, Takoe CIIOKOWHOE 10 3TOTO, HaIIPATIIOCH.

— Ax... Axxxxxxxxxxx!!!

Ona T'DOMKO 3allJIaKajla.

Kaxk TonmbKo 51 ocrmabun XBaTKy Ha €€ myeyax, OHa HEOJHOKPATHO ITbITaJIaCh BEITEPETL CIIE3HI. Ho aTo
Ov1710 HEBO3MOKHO. OHa cHanach u 3dPBIIaCh TUIIOM B MOIO I'DYIb.

¢ HeXXHO 00HSII e€ XPYIKOe TeJo.

OO0

B menws cmepTtu Moero otia s, Mapus dudopusi, cTaaa UMIepaTPUIEH.

Bo BpeMs mpaBneHus MOETo OTIla MePEKOCH B TOCYyIapCTBe, BhI3BaHHBIE 9KCIIaHCUOHUCTCKOMN
TIOJIMTUKOM IPOIIIEIX KUMIIEPAaTOPOB, IPUBEIH K OecropsakaM, B pe3ynbraTe yero Mmmnepus 'pan
Xaoca BCTymuiIa B 310Xy yraaka. Orter OB TEPIIEIMBEIM YeJI0BEKOM, II09TOMY, CKOpee BCET0, He
BO3pazal OpoTuB 3TOro. OgHAKO C mosBiaeHueM [loMeHa Brnameiku JIeMOHOB MIOOU CTAllM CMOTPETH
Ha Hally yriagoyHylo MMmiepuio Kak Ha 3HaMeHOCLia YeJI0OBeUYeCTBa, ¥ Halll aBTOPUTET Havasl
BOCCTAHABJIMBAThCSA. DTO IIPUBEJIO K TOMY, UTO 00BeUHEHHEIE CUJIB YeJI0BeYeCTBa Hadyallu
BTOpXeHUe B [loMeH Brnansiku [[eMOHOB... ¥ TIOTEPIIEIH MIOJTHOE IT0paXKeHue.

Orery 61T yOUT TOPEM IIPU MBICIIH O BCEX IMOTUOIINX, ¥ 9TO PAa3pYILIUJIO €TI0 Cepflle, ero TeJo U B
KOHe4YHOM uTtore 3abpaso ero xku3ub. HecMoTps Ha 9T0, 5 yHacliefoBala OTPOMHYIO UMIIEPHI0. OTO
OLLIH TEMHEIE OHH.

['opona ObLIM HAIIOTHEHH TOI0CAMU HEYBEPEHHOCTH... beXKeHIIbl ObIJTM U3THAHBI U3 CBOUX OMOB, UM
HeKyfa Oblsio uATH. Te, KTO KUJT Ha TpaHulle, 00SIUCh, YTO OHU OYAYT ciaemyoomuMu. [IpaBuTeny,
TIOJTO3PUTEIILHO OTHOCSIIKECS APYT K ApyTy. TpeHus c 6exxeHIlaMi U MOUMHU COOCTBEHHBIMU JTIOIbMHU,
OOPIOLUIMMHUCS C IIJTIOXOM SKOHOMUKOM.

— Yro Temeps Oymer...?

— M&I HUYETro He MoXkeM caenaTh. Hanagenue Ha [JomeH Brnagbeiku [IeMOHOB OBITTO HEYOAUHEBIM. ..



— Hanbize OyOeT TOJIBKO XyXKe.

Bce oHM TIOBECHTTH T'OJIOBEI, HUKTO U3 HUX HE MOT BUMIETh CBeTNIOe Oymyliee.

Te, KTO UMeJI ONpeeTéHHbIH JOCTAaTOK, OIIacasiCh, YTO €T0 OTHUMYT, HE MOTJIH IIPOSIBIISTh
coCTpajiaHue K OpyruM. B pe3ynbraTe cTpamanu 6exKeHIk, 6eqHbEe U OPyTrhe YTHEeTEHHEIE CIIOU
ob1ecTBa. I9To OblNIa o1moxa 60e3 HafexXkOwl. S XoTesa caenaTh TO HEMHOTO€, YTO B MOUX CHJIaX, YTOOHI
HU3MEHHTEH 3TO.

Bo-miepBrIX, g co3mana Jeknapaiuio YemoBeyecTBa, BRICTYIIMB B KaUeCTBE TTIaBHOT'O MOAMKCAHTA
IaKTa, ¥ IT0Ka3aja BCeMYy MUPY, UTO CUTyallds He CTaHeT XyxKe, 4yeM Oblna. B To ke BpeMs s
HCII0Ib30BaJla CBOE MOJI0OKEHKe UMIIePaTPHUIIH CBEPXIepKaBhl, YTOOHI IepXKaTh IPYTHe CTPAHH B
y31e, IpefoTBpalias BOMHE MEXKy BCEMM OCTAJIbHEIMU HApOJaMy YejioBeYecTBa. 1 xoTena OBITh TOM
HaOeKa0¥, KOTOpas MO3BOIUT JIIOASM ITOJHSTh TOJIOBY.

[Toka s Bce 3T0 menana, pacmuperue [lomeHa Brageiky [1eMOHOB IPUBEJIO K TOMY, YTO JaBJIeHUE OT
aTak MOHCTPOB CTaJI0 paclpenensaThcs 6oyee MUPOKO. ITO CO3MAN0 TYIUK, U UMIIEPUS U Ipyrue
CTpaHBl Haya/ld yCIIOKauBaThC. 3aTeM, KOTTja CIIOKOMCTBUE BEPHYJIOCh, MEHS CTald HAa3blBaTh
CBSITOY UMIIEPUM.

Xots g OblyTa paga, YTO CTajla ICTOUHUKOM HafeXK bl [JIS JII0flel, B pe3y/ibTaTe MeHs BO3HEeHaBHIela
Jlynapckas OpTopmokcainbHas LlepkoBb. TeM He MeHee, 1 CMUPHUIIach C 3TUM.

HageB MacKy MUPOIIOOMBOTO ITPABUTENIS, S TAPMOHUYHO yibibanack uM. [IpaBUTENISIM, KOTOPEHIE,
HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO HACTOPOXKEHHOCTh 110 OTHOIIEHHIO K MOe} CTpaHe, IPOCUIIM HAIllel ITOMOIIY U
MCKasy JTi00yi0 BO3MOXKHOCTb BOCIIO/Ib30BaThCS €10. OOHUIIABIINYM HAPOI, XKaXKIYIIUN CITACEHUS OT
JKaJIKOT'0 YPOBHS XXKU3HU. Mou cOOCTBEHHBIE CTOPOHHUKHM, 3aKOCTEHEIble B CBOEN IOPHOCTH 3a
IIPUHA[JIeXKHOCTh K BelIM4aiilllell CTpaHe U Npu3biBaolme K MecTu [JomeHy [loBenuTesns [JeMOHOB...
4 momxkHa Oblla EWCTBOBATH TAK, YTOOLI BCE 3THU JIIOAM YBUOEIH BO MHE XOPOIIETO ITPABUTEIS.

EnvHCTBEHHOM, KOMY 5T MOT'JIa IT0OKa3aTh cebsi, Oblia Mosi cectpa 2KaHHa. f mpuxopuiia K Hell B
KOMHATY, Cafinjiach ¥ €€ KpoBaTH u 60JTaa C Hell 0 BCIKOM epyH[e, a OHa B OTYASTHUYU CMOTpeia Ha
MeHS].

— XKaHnHa... 1 ycTana. Mory g Ofo/IKUATh TBOU KOJIEHU B Ka4eCTBE MOOYIIKU?

— O, papu Bcero CBSTOT0. A THI Befielllb ce6si TaK JOCTOMHO Iepej BCeMH OCTAIbHEIMH. ...

HecMmoTps Ha cBOM B3[0XH, OHA BCErga CMHUPSIACh U IT03BOJIsI/Ia MHE ITOJI0OKHUTh TOJIOBY €1 Ha
KoJIeHU. BcrioMuHas cefiyac... BO3MOXKHO, TOTa Ha MHe Obllla Macka. Macka
HeOVCHUIITMHAPOBAHHOM CTapiiel ceCTphl 2KaHHHI.

4 Bena cebs Tak, yToO 2KaHHA He BOTHOBAIACh, ITO3BOJISIS €M BUIAETh, KaK s Pacciiabisiocs, YTOOL!



OHa fyMaJlla, 4YTO y MEeHS BCE elll€ eCcTh KakKasi-To rubkocTs. Ha camoM gerie s yKe JaBHO HOCTUTIIA
TIpefiesia CBOUX BO3MOXKHOCTEH U Bejia ce0s Tak, Kak TpeboBamu OT MeHs Joau. S Mora Okl maxe
urpath posb jopeneu. Ho... y MeHs Oblyta ogHa ManeHbKas Hamexaa: Cap Coma Kasys, repoit,
IIPU3BAHHBIMA TOTTAIHUM KOPOJIEBCTBOM JIb()pumeH.

4 npennoxuna KopomeBCTBY IPOBECTH PUTYaJl BEI30Ba Teposi B KaUeCTBE allbTEPHATHBEI, IIOTOMY UTO
3HaJIa, YTO OHU HE CMOTYT BHIIIATUTh HaM CyOCHUOMY Ha BOMHY. Sl HUKOTMa He JyMara, YTO 3TO
OerCcTBUTEIbHO cpaboTaeT... M B caMBIX CMEJIIX MeYTax 5 He MPefcTaBisia, 4To ¢ap Coma
BOCCTAHOBUT IIPUXOsIee B yIafloK KoponeBCTBO, IPUCOENUHUT KHSIXKECTBO AMUIOHUS, TYCTh U C
IIOMOIITBI0 TPUHIIECCH POpoa, U CTaHeT BerdaulIleil fep:KaBoil Ha BOCTOKE.

HakoHeI-To 5 HalllJla YeJi0BeKa, KOTOPBIA MOT OBl BMECTe CO MHOM HECTH BCe TATOTH Mupa. CoMma, B
OTJINYME OT MeHs, He cTas Obl HUUbUM HpaeanoM. OH He OTPBIBAJICS OT PeabHOCTH ¥ HEYKIIOHHO
IIPOBOAMII B KM3Hb CBOM MONIUTUYECKHUE B3TIISAH, faXKe eCIIU IJIS1 9TOr0 eMy IIPUXOAUIIOCH OBITh
KECTOKUM.

C MOMeHTa ero nosiBJIeHus, Majo-lIoMay, s CMOTJIa [TI0Ka3aTh BCE Gosblie u 60blie CBOeH
UCTHHHOM CyIIHOCTH; Mapuu Jidopun, KoTopas Obljla He UMIIepPaTPUIIEN UITA CBSITOM, a OOBIYHBEIM
YeJI0BEKOM.

— TH ¥ OH - KaK MacJIO 4 Bofa... Takoe oInyIeHne, 9YT0 Bl 00a CMOTPUTE B COBEPIIEHHO Pa3HbIe
CTOPOHHL...

"Ecnu nmomyMaTh, UMEHHO Tak JKaHHa CcHayasa yBuzesna capa Comy. Kak 51 oTpearuposana? XMMM...
O, ma!"

— Ho ecnu Mb1 06a CMOTPUM B pa3Hble CTOPOHEI, HE JyMaellb JIM Thl, YTO MBI MOTJIH OBl YCTPAHUTh
HalIllK CJIEeTIble 30HHBI, eCJIA OBl MBI COTPYIHUAYAIH?

"{ Tak u cka3zana. [IpaBna, 2Karnua? To, 4To 51 cka3ai Torga. To, 4To s YyBCTBOBAJIa B TOT MOMEHT.
MozxkeT OBITh, THI IOHUMAEIh 3TO ceryac?"

VimeTh KOPOJIS B JalIEKOX CTpaHe, KOPOJIS C OPYroi TOYKOU 3peHus, TOTOBOT'O CTaTh MOUM
HaJEXHBIM COI03HUKOM. TOT, KTO MPOTSAHYJ OB MHE PYKY IIOMOIIM, KOTOa MOSI CTpaHa pPYIINIachk, a 5
Oblyia Ha TpaHu cMepTU. Y KOTOpRIY faXke cediyac MPOTATUBal MHE CBOIO I'DYIb, YTOOH 5 MOTJIa
OllepeThCsl Ha He€, Korfa MO€E cepalle OBIJI0 TOTOBO Pa30pBaThCs Ha OBE YaCTHU.

"TToHMMaelIb U T, KaK IPEKpPacHO UMEeTh TAKOT0 YyejoBeka?"

— Baxxxxxxxxxx!!!

Ceituac 6eCCTBII[HO PpeIgajia, YTKHYBHIXCE B I'PyOb I'OCIIOOKXHA ComMmerl. Korga B nocnegHui pa3 4
MOTJia BOT TaK IIOKa3aTb CBOX HCTHHHEIE ‘-IYBCTBa?



CoMa HexKHO 0OHSII MeHS, ITOTJIaXKuBas 110 CIHHE.

—4d.14..

— Ila...

— 41... s He X0TeJa MpocTo OBITH MUJION CO BceMu! — 3aMKasiCh, IpojeneTana . — [IpaBma B TOM, YTO
s TIPOCTO XOTeJIa 3alllUTUTh TeX, 0 KOM 5 3a604ycCh - TeX, KTO 3a60TUTCS 060 MHE! 4 X0oTena urpaTh B
JTIOOUMYUKOB!

— Ia...

— Te, KOT0 5 IeHCTBUTEIBHO X0TeJIa 3alUTUTh, OB OOBIYHLIMY JIIOOLMHU B TOPOJIE... TIOObMH,
OOPIOIIMMHUCS 32 CBOIO OOBIYHYIO XKU3Hb... beKeHIIb, M3rHAHHBIE U3 CBOUX POIHBLIX MECT... & XoTena
ObiTh UX Hamexkmaoi! Ho ecnu Ovl 51 Oblta foOpa TOJIBKO K 9TUM JIIOASM, 51 OBl 00513aTeJIbHO BCTPETHIIa
conpoTuBnenue! [Is momel, KOTOPEIE X0Tenu, 4ToOw! 1 ocBobomuia [lomen Briameiku [IeMOHOB,
yTOOHRI ITOKA3aTh, YTO MIepus - Benuyaninas Halus B MuUpe... f momkHa Oblzia BeCTH cebs Kak
XOPOIIUY IIPaBUTEIb.

— Ia...

— B Mo0ém cepprie... MeHsI 9TO He BOJIHOBAJIO... EC/u JTI0u MOTIIM XKUTh B MHPE, MHE 3TOT0 OBIJIO
MOCTATOYHO... Ho s OblyTa BEIHYKIE€HA HOCUTh MacKy 0€3MSITeKHOT'0 ¥ MOTYIIIECTBEHHOTO ITPABUTEIS.
... s 6orbllle HE XO4y 3TOTO [eaTh....

— Ia... g 3Hal0.

Pyku capa CoMbl Kpenko 00xBaTuiIu MeHs. Temneps s Oblyla HACTOIBKO OTM3KO0, YTO MOTJIa
YyBCTBOBATh OMEHHME ero cepflla, a OH, CKOpee BCEro, YyBCTBOBAJ U MOE. ITO OBITIO ITOX0XKe Ha
IOKa3aTeIbCTBO TOTO, UTO S OTKPHLIBAlO EMY BCE.

Cop Coma mporlmenTai MHE Ha yXO.

— Mup cTan cunbHee 61arogapsi BCeM BalllMM OTYasHHEIM ycunusM. KoponeBcTtBo OpumonHus,
Pecny6nuka Typruc u KoponescTBo Apxunenara [leBsaTuriaBoro [IpakoHa - BCe OHUM BCTYIIUIIU B
CBOU IIpaBa. U, x0T 5 3Ha00, 4YTO CTPAHHO T'OBOPUTH 3TO O YeJIOBEKe, KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO UTO IBITAJICS
YHUUYTOXKUTL UMnepuio, HO Oyra - BeIUKUY yeioBeK. Mup He OymeT pa3pylleH JIETKO. ITO yXKe He Ta
3II0Xa, KOr[a BCe MOJIKHEI IepKaTh rla3a ONYIIeHHBIMU. M TOT, KTO BEIBEJI HAC U3 ITUX BPEMEH... 3TO
ThI, Mapusi. HuKorga He COMHEBAMCs B 9TOM.

— Ia...



Iepxkack B 00bsATUSIX TocroguHa COMEI, s TOMHSJIA Ha HETro Tia3a.

— Ho s coemnana 3To He cama 110 cebe. 9TO MOTOMY, YTO ThI TOXKe OBIIT TaM.

— Ax-xa-xa... [I71s1 MeHst 60JIbIIIast Y€CTh CIIBIIIATEL 3T0. Hy, Y MEHST eCTh TaKue COIO3HUKH, Kak Ky u
[ITaGoH, ceMbst ¥ OPY3bsi, KOTOPHIE MOAIEPKUBAIOT MeHs. [laxke TaKOW CUIIbHEIM Bpar, Kak ®yra. Ecnu
OBLI KOI'0-TO U3 HUX He OBUIO, I He 3Ha0, CMOr OBl 9 3aiTU Tak majeko. Tak 4To...

Cap CoMa OTTONKHYJICSA OT MeHsI ¥ MATKO [OJIOXKUJ PYKY Ha MOIO IIEKY.

— Tebe Gorbllle HeT HEOOXOOUMOCTU B3BaIUBaTh Ha ce0st BCE. MbI OymeM HeCTH 3T0 OpeMsi BMecTe C
TOOOH.

— Cap Coma...

— OpuH g 6eccuiieH, HO y MeHs eCTb BCSI ITIOMOII[b, KOTOpas MHE ITOHAJ00UTCS; CeMbs, JIIOON 1
COIO3HUKHM B M300mIuu. Hac MHOT0, YTOOH HECTH MUP Ha CBOMX IIJIeYax, TaK YTO JaBalTe BO3LMEM
€ro Ha ce0s aTaKO# 4eJI0BEeUYeCKOM BOIHHI.

— Xu-xu... THI BCE CIIMXUBAEIIb Ha HUX BCEX.

Ycneimas, Kak Cap Coma roBOpHUi 00 9TOM, ST HAKOHEII-TO YHLI6HYJT&CB.

— B aTOM HeT HMYEro Ij0X0ro. B Moell cTpaHe HaIll CTUJIb - OeJIeTUPOBaTh Aeja JI0AIM, KOTOPEIM
MBI MOKeM UX I0BEPUTh. Tak uTo... — [107102KUB PyKy Ha MOI0 IeKy, CoMa MATKO YIEIOHYJICS MHE. —
Temepsb TH TOXKE MOXKEIITb OEIAaTh TO, YTO XOUEIIb.

9TH ClI0Ba pa3pyIIMIN BCe MacKy, KOTOPHIE s HOCHJIa BCE 3TO BpeMs.

BpeMs{ CBAJIUJIOCh C MOUX IIJIeY, HalIpAXKeHNne NCY€e3JI0, U MHEe 1azKe II0Ka3aJIOCh, YTO 1 HEBECOMO
IIapiO B BO3OyXe. HaBepHoe, Y MEH4A OBLIIO 0YEHB TJIyIIOo€ BhIPDAZKEHNe JInIla, KOTraa s OCBO6OI[I/IJ'IaCB.

4 mpoTgHyna pyKy, KOCHyJach ImeKu capa COMEL... ¥ YIIUIIHYJIA ero.

— On...

— 4 momyMmaria, 9T0 MHE 3TO IIPUCHUIIOCH.

— Pa3Be BaM He HY2KHO YITUIIHYTb cebs 3a IIEKYy, YTOOBI IIPDOBEPUTH 3TO0?



— 4 MOTY 9YBCTBOBATh 00JIb B CBOMX COOCTBEHHEIX CHAX.

— IIa, Torga s He 3HAl0.

[TockombKY y HAcC ObLT TaKOM TIymbld 00MEH MHEHUSIMU, CIIE3HI YIIIIH.

— OTO NEUCTBUTEJILHO... HOPMAJIbHO AJI1 MEeHd [eJjlaTh TO, YTO S X0uy?

— He nonumato, mouemy Ol ¥ HeT. 1 yBEpPEH, YTO BbI TOJABIISIM Ce0s YEPTOBCKU [IOJTO.

— IlondaTHO... — 4 yxmputbHYnack CoMe U cka3aja: — ECTh KOe-4To, 4TO 1 X04y CAeNlaTh IPSIMO
ceryac. Tl HEe TPOTUB?

— M-m. KoHeuHo, eciii 3TO TO, YUTO S MOTY cHenaTh. JIucus cka3ana MHe OanoBaTh Te0s, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB.

— IIpekpacHo.

4 kpenko cxBatuia nuno Capa Comel 06enmu pykamu. Korma oH yOUBIEHHO YCTABUJICS Ha MeHs, S
BCTaJla Ha LBIIOYKHY, U... B CIIeAylolllee MTHOBEHNE MOU I'yObl COMKHYJIMCE C eT0 TyGamu.

CeKy'HI[bI CITyCTs, KOT'Ia HAIllX JINId PA30MIIUCh, €TI0 I'lla3a OBIIH IMMPOKO PACKPHITHI. A xuxukamna
Ha[ ero rjIyIlbIM BhIpaXKEeHHueM JINIia.

3aTeM, KOT{la OH YCTaBUJICS Ha MeHs B OlLleTIEHEeHUH, 51 CKa3ajla eMy:

— C 3TOr0 MOMEHTa, § ayMmalo, 4 6}7):[}7 OeJlaTh TO, 9YTO X04y, HE COEPXKHUBAACE. Taxk 4To... IIpuMHU MEHSA
TaKOM, Kakas 5 eCTh.
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