I'maBa 87: Oben

— Yrto HaM gesaTh?

— ECTb TONBKO OHO PEIEeHHE. ..

3aTeM cTapeHlIlIrHa [T03Bajla JJaMa M CKa3ana...

— 3TO BCe TBOS BHHA, TaK 4YTO 66pI/I Ha ce0sl 0TBETCTBEHHOCTH!

Ee rosoc OblsT TBEPHBIM, HE OCTaBIIgs MeCTa [l Bo3paxkeHui. OHa CTyKHYJIa CBOEN 3MeNHOM
TPOCTHIO TI0 IIOJTy, TIOKa3hiBasi, HACKOIbKO OHA HETPEeKJIOHHA.

— Yto?!

YTO XK, HET CMEIC/Ia TOBOPHUTE, YTO SHaM OBIIT YZKaCHO OIIeJIOMJIEH CMEJIbIM 3asABJIEHNEM CTAPYIIKH.

9T0 OH OB XKEPTBOM, Ha HETO «HAMAJIM», U celiuac eMy I'OBOPSIT, YTO OH [OJIKeH B35ITh Ha ce0s
OTBETCTBEHHOCTS, IIOTOMY YTO OH IIPENIPUHSI OTBETHHIE Mephl? Kakoro uepra?!

FnopHo3a, YBHOEB €T0 HEMOU BOIIPOC, OTBETHIIA:

— TonbKo UMNIEepaTpulla Uiau n30paHHas MOTYT PA3pyIIUTh 9TO MPOKJIATHE, U HUKTO [APYTOM, TaK YTO
He BUHM MEHS, IOHOIIIA... KPOME TOTO... Thl HEBEPOSTHO YIa4YIUBLIM ITapeHb, Tebe He Yero TepPSATh, Tak
He yIyCTH MOMEHT... — €€ TOH 3By4YaJl CTPaHHO 00Ha[IeKHUBAIOLIE. ..

— ? — DpaM crerka CKJIOHUJI TOJI0BY HaboK.

YBUMEB €r0 3aMelaTenbCTBO, OHA TSAKEIO B3OOXHYIIa, IIPpEeXKOe 4eM IIPOOOIKHUTD:

— He BaxHO, mpocTo 6ynb psimoM ¢ Hel, XOpoIo?

— Ox, xopotuo, 6e3 npobnem! — JgaM KUBHYI C YIBIOKOU U ITOCIEN0Bal 3a CTapyIIKOM B KOMHATY
X9HKOK.



OH cen psagoM C Hel U KaKoe-TO BpeMs MOJI4a Habmoman.

Temeps, KOrga OH BHEMATEIBHO ITIOCMOTPEII Ha Hee... OH J0JIKeH OBIIT IPHU3HATh, YTO OHA
IEeVCTBUTEIbHO BBIPOCTIa, CTaB KpacaBUIle, CpaXxalolle MUp... faxe cerdac, KOrjga OH YCIIOKOUI
CBOM KWBOTHBIM UHCTUHKT, OH BCe ellle YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro XBOCT PafloCTHO KayaeTCs U3 CTOPOHEHI B
CTOPOHY MPOCTO OT TOTO, YTO OHA ObI/Ia PSIOM.

[TpocTo HAXOOSACH PSIOOM C HEM, OH MOT OLIYTUTh BCE CUYACThe MUPA, YTO OBLIIO [JI HET'O JOBOJILHO
CTPAHHBIM YYBCTBOM.

OCTOPOZKHO MOJIOXKWB PYKY Ha ee MbITAIoLIwii 100, OH C YIRIOKOH! CTall TIafUuTh ee KOXY.

— TyT, TyT u 3m€Ch, ¥ BCe MIPOUAET... — CIIOBHO 3TO OBIII0 BONIIeOHOE 3aKIMHaHUe, OH IIOBTOPSI OOHO
U TO K€ TPeJII0KeHNe CHOBAa ¥ CHOBA YCIIOKAUBAIOIIUM T'OJIOCOM.

— 39TO HaBeBaeT HEKOTOphI€ BOCIIOMHHAHMS, Xa-Xd...

I[Tpomuwno Tak MHOTO BpeMeHH C TeX Mop, Kak OH TOBOPHII 3TO «3aKIMHaHKWe». B OCIemHU pa3 OH 9TO
nemnan, kKorga JIybdu 60 TpU roga UM 0KOJIO TOTO, ¥ OH BHE3AMHO 3a6071et... ¥ d1aM, Kak
crapmuii 6paT, 3a6oTuscs o HeM. OH IPUAYMaJ 3TU CJI0Ba, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTH €T0, U, UTO
YOUBUTENBHO, TOTHA 9TO cpaboTaro.

nu TEeIlepPh, II0CJIe HECKOJIbBKUX MUHYT «3aroBopa», €e OblIXaHue CTPaHHBIM 06pa30M YCIIOKOHJIOCE, a
TeMIIepaTypa MeJJIEHHO, HO BEPHO yIIajla Ha HECKOJIBKO I'PadyCoOB, K €ro 6OJ'II>H.IOMy YOUBJIEHUIO.

OH pgaxke THXO HAIPaBJIsI CBOIO Ku, YTOORI MOMBITATHCS HCLENMUTH ee. KTo 3HaeT? Bo3aMOXKHO, 9TO
cpaboTaeT, BepHO?

— Xa-xa... — OH UPOHUYHO 3acMesyics U nobaBui, — YTo K, CTapelil METO[ BCe elre paboTaer, xe-xe,
HY2KHO 3alIOMHUTb...

[TockombKy 3T0 paboTasio, OH MPOMOJIKAJI TTIAUTh e LIeKH, TIOBTOPSISI CBOe «BOJLIEOHOE
3aK/IMHAHUE» CHOBA M CHOBA, ITOKA €e JhIXaHue U TeMIIepaTypa IIOJIHOCTHIO He IIPHUIIIH B HOPMY.

Ee Hekorga 0oie3HeHHOE BHIpakeHUe JIMIla CTajio MAT4e, BEPHYB CBOM 3[I0POBLIM IIBET.

Ho u mocye aToro 3gam ocTaBajCcs PSOOM C HeW U MPOIoIkKall OXPaHITh ee, KaK eMy OBbIJI0 BEJIeHO.

HeckombKO 9acoB CITyCTsI, B KpacHUBO 0pOPMIIEHHOM KOMHATE, Ha MaTpace, TOX0XkKeM Ha
KOPOJIEBCKUH, JIexKajia Moxoxkas Ha (ero Mojofas AeByIIKa, KOTopasi, Ka3alocCh, IHITaaach
IIPOCHYTHCS, UCIILITHIBAST HEKOTOPHIM AUCKOMGMOPT ¥ HEMHOT'O 3aTPYAHSSICh JOJIZKHEIM 06pa3oM
OTKpBITH TJIa3a.



TeMm BPpEMEHEM €€ YN 6ecco3HaTeNbHO YIaBJINBaJIX Pa3r0BOP.

— DMM, a KakK HacueT XOT-II0Ta, 3TO ee JIroduMoe 01010, He Tak jIu?

My2KCKOH, HO HEXKHBIH 3alyMUYUBhIH TOJIOC Pa3[aliCs 9XOM M3 APYTOT0 MECTa, He TaK yXK Jajieko OT
ee KOMHaTHI.

— O? OTKyza TH 3HaeIIb?

Ha sTot pa3 CIIbIIIAICA MIOKUJIOU TOJIOC.

— Kak-To pa3 g cupaimBan y Hee, Kakue 6Jiofia €if HpaBATCS... ax, U I03BOJIbTE MHE CaMOMY
IPUTOTOBUTD, CTaperinHa HéH.

— Yto? KoHeuHO, HeT.

— Ho 51 3Ha10, KaK TOTOBUTH XOT-IIOT, 51 Iazke U300pes CBOU CTUJIb... — I'OJIOC TAPHS CHOBA
IIPOKATHJICS 9XOM C HEKOTOPOH FOPAOCTHIO ¥ CTPACTHIO, KOTa OH TOBOPHII O efie.

— Yto0? XM... mocMoTpuM... Y KCTaTy, g HE ClpalluBasa, HO I104eMy OHa [10Tepssia CO3HaHue?

— ... — Canpgepconus 1 dgaM, 0cO6EHHO ITOCIENHUH, 3aMOJT9ald, ¥ Ha JI0aX y HUX MPOCTYIIUII TIOT.

CrycTst HeKOTOpOoe BpeMsi daM MpobopMoTajl TUXUM BUHOBATHIM I'OJIOCOM:

— 939... KXM, CJIOKHO CKa3arTk...

Ero BuHOBATHIE T'7Ta3a u3beranu ee B3riIdga U METaJIUChk B CTOPOHEL, Kylld YTOOHO, JINIIIb OBl He
IepecekaTbCd C €€ I';la3aMHu.

['opuo3a momo3pUTeNIbHO IIOCMOTPeNa Ha Hero, 0Kuaasi 0TBeTa, KOTOPHIM OH, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
BBITIIECHYIT HE BBIIEPIKAB TSIKEJIOT0 B3TIIA/A.
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TeMm BpeMeHeM B KOMHaTe ¢eu.

Ee mnvHHBIE PECHUIIL HEXKHO TPEIeTaly, a €e MUJIBIA MaJleHbKUN HOCUK BPeMs OT BpeMeHHU CJIerKa
IIIeBEJIUIICS M3-3a HEKHOT'0 ¥ BOCXUTUTEJILHOTO 3alaxa, KOTOPBIN MPOmoIKa co0Ia3HsITh ee
IIPOCHYTBCS, HECMOTPS Ha 00JIb, KOTOPYIO OHAa YyBCTBOBajla B CBOEM CEPAIIE.



Kak Hm CTPaHHO, BOCXMTHTEILHEIM 3allaxX, Ka3aJI0Ch, CTAHOBUIICS BCe CUJIbHEE M CUJIbHEe C KaXKIhIM
MT'HOBEHHEM, KaK GYI[TO OH JEelCTBUTEIIFHO HpI/IGHI/I}KaJICﬂ K Hel.

Y BCKOpe MPUSITHHIN T'OJIOC MSTKO 9XOM OTO3BaJICSA B €€ yIIaX.

— J#, mpuHIlecca, mpockinaiics! [Topa o6emaTs...

Ee rnasa 3apipoxKanu, 1 OHa Me[JIEHHO TTOHs/Ia BeKH, MTHOBEHHO BIIMBIINCDH B3TJIAIOM B IIapy
YEPHBHIX T'J1a3, HACTOJIbKO YHCTHIX, YTO B HUX OTPAXKaJIoCh ee COOCTBEHHOE JIUIIO.

OTH r1a3a npuHaAeXkald KpaCHBOMY YePHOBOJIOCOMY IIAapPHIO C PE3KUMU YepTaMH JIUIIA.

3abaBHO, YTO ¥ HET'O Ha TOJIOBE CHAEa Iapa MTHUIl, YepHo-0emas, ¢ M0O0IEITCTBOM Habogaoas 3a
X3HKOK, B TO BpeMs KaK OHa OLICTPO MOpraia.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa BLIPBAJIach U3 OIETIEHEHUS, HaYyaB HEPBHO OCMATPHUBATHLCS, @ 3aTEM HEPBHO
cKasana:

— I'me... roe a?

— 4 moxutun tebs ¥ IpuUBEI Ciofa, 4ToOb 0cTaThCA € TO0OM, - ImaM 3abaBHO XUXUKHY. Habmogas
3a B3BOJTHOBAHHKIM BEIPAXKEHHEM €ee JIMIla BMecTe C HeOOJIbIION TPEeBOTOM U OTTEHKOM CYaCThs, OH
Hayvas T’POMKO CMesIThCSI, BEPHYB ee Ha 3eMIJIIO.

— YT0? — KpacuBoe IUI0 X9HKOK IIOKPACHEJIO OT CMYILIEeHUS.

— 9MM, B 06I11EM, ITOCJIE TOTO, KAK THI IIoTepsila CO3HaHHEe, MEIL... — 3aTEM JmaM Havan IIepevynucCiiaThb
KaXOyIo neTajib, KOTOPadA IIPOMU30IIljia IMOCJI€ TOTO, KaK OHa OTKJIIIOYHNJIIaCh.

— 3JT0... BOT KaK... — CKa3aJla X3HKOK u mobaBuia, — B... B moboM CilIy4a€ MHIL... MHI €Ille HE
ImoAruncanau aorosop, Tak 4ToO...

X3HKOK IIOTIBITaIack BCTaTh, HO 00JIb BEpHYIacCh, 3aCTaBUB €€ yImacTh 06paTHO Ha KPOBATh.

— Boxe, Kyfa TH TaK TOPOIHUIIBCS, IPUHIIECCA... — He [aB e BO3MOXKHOCTH BHICKA3aThCs, OH
TIPOMIOJIKMJI, — THI 3a60JIesa, ¥ CTapeyIIHa cKa3asa, YT0 9TO MOSI BUHA... XOTS 51, Bpofe Obl, 3[OPOB.

[MocnmenHue CI0Ba JOaM IPOIIeITal CO CKEITHI[H3MOM.

— Crapenmuna Hen?



— [a... B mo6oM CiIy4ae OHa CKa3aja MHe 1M03ab0TUThCS 0 Tebe, TT0Ka OHa KYMUT TPOAYKTHL HIIA YTO-
TO B 9TOM pOf€... Hy fa JagHo, CAaHOePCOHUS CHAPYXKHU. ..

Korpga oH noBepHYyJcs K X9HKOK, OH YBU[IEJI, UTO OHa CMOTpeJia Ha XOT-TIOT B €T0 PyKax, U, CKopee
BCET0, He CITyIIajia TO, YTO OH TOJIBKO YTO CKa3all.

Trxo B3OOXHYB, OH Ha4aJl OBUTAaTh MUCKY ¥ YBU[EJI, KaK ee TJla3a OblIM IPUKOBAHE! K OJII0OMY, CIEyio
3a HUM. YecTHO roBopsi, OBIIO OBOIBHO 3a0aBHO HAGIIONATh 3a ee IOBeIeHNeM, HO, YBUIEB, KaK OT
HEIOBOJIbCTBA HAyBAIOTCS €€ T'yObl, OH IIOAyMaJl, YTO Ha HaHHBIA MOMEHT 3TOr'0 HOCTATOYHO.

OH B34 IOJIHYIO JIOXKKY e[bl U OCTOPOXKHO [IOAYJI Ha Hee, IPYTrOM PYKOU CTapasCh He HakalaTh Ha
nos1. [Tocye TOTo, KaK OH PEeLIu, YTO efla IOCTAaTOYHO XOJIOfHAS, OH IIPOTSHYI JI0XKKY, YTOOB
ITIOKOPMUTD X9HKOK.

X3HKOK OFl/Ia OIIeJIOMJIeHa 3TUM KEeCTOM.

— ? — SpaM ¢ m060IBITCTBOM CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY, OCTAHOBUBIIKCH U CIIPOCHB, - O, ThI, MOXKET OLITh, HE
rojongHa?

— T'onopHa...

— Torpa moetb... 1 caM TPUTOTOBUI, 3HAEIIb IM, — AaM I'OBOPUJI C TOPOOCTHIO U JaXKe BBITATHUI
TPYyIb, OCTOPOXKHO MPUOIHKASICh K X9HKOK.

JIutio X9HKOK CHOBA BCIIBIXHYJIO PO30BHIMK OTTEHKAMH, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 OHA MEJIEHHO MONHSIIa
TOJIOBY ¥ TIaJIbL[EM OTBEJIa HECKOJIBKO PaCIyIIEeHHBIX IPSAel BOJIOC 3a YXO0, Ipexkye 9YeM CHeslaTh
HeOOJIbIIOM TJIOTOK OyJIbOHA.

Ee rnasa mmpoko OTKPHIIUCE OT BHE3AITHOTO B3PHIBA BKyCa BO PTY. ITO OIpeaesieHHOo OB caMbIi
BKYCHBIM XOT-TIOT, KOTOPHIY OHAa KOrha-nubo ena.

®akKTH4YeCKH, OHa JaxKe He 3aMeTHuia, Kormga ee 1"}7651 CHOBA OTKDPBHIIIUCE, 4 JI0OZKKa C TOPAYUM
6y1'IbOHOM OKa3aJlaCk Yy He€ BO PTY, MOCKOJIEKY OHa HacCjlaXKaJlaCh BKYyCOM, COBEPIIEHHO HE 3aMeYdast
BCEro OCTaJIbHOTO.

Ona maxke HeBOJIbHO TUXOHBKO 3aCTOHATA.

Ee cyxmeHue He ObLIO IPEAB3SITHIM OT TOTO, YTO 3TO OH» IIPUTOTOBUII (HY, MOKET HEMHOTO0), HO BCe
XKe... OTOT XOT-TIOT C MSICOM ¥ OBOIIAMH ObIJI, BO3MOXKHO, ODHUM U3 JIy4YIIUX, KOTOPEIE OHA KOTHa-Iu00
npoOoBaa, eciu He Jy4dlIuM 010q0M BooOIIIE.

Bupnsa BelpaxkeHue ee nulla, dgaM He MOT He MOJAPa3HUTH ee:



— Hy xak, mpuHIecca? [JocTaTOYHO XOPOIIO AJIS KOPOJIEBCKOTO CTOIA?

OH cnerka yaeIOHYTICS.

— 9T0... — X9HKOK 3aM0JI4asa, a dgaM XK/Iajl BepAUKTa.

— 9710...7

— OueHb BKYCHO! — OHa 3HEePTUYHO KHBHYJIA C TOPAIOUMHU I'lTa3aMH U PYMAHBIM JIMITOM.

Cpenu MHOXKeCTBa OJII0]I, CYIIIeCTBOBABIIKX B MUPE, ¥ T€X, YTO OHA eJia, XOT-II0T, 6e3 MajIeHIero
COMHeHU s, OBIII ee caMoH JTI00UMOU eI0H.

Y 10, 4TO dmaM KOPMHUII ee UM, OBIJIO TEM, O UYeM OHA MedTalia BCe HOYH.

— MMM... HaCTOJIbKO XOPOII0? — MSTKO CIIPOCHJ JfaM, HO BCe XKe NOCTAaTOUYHO, YTOOHI OHa YCIIBIIIa
3TO.

— XM, maBail IOCMOTPHM...

A TI0OTOM OH B35 €ellle OOHY JIOXKKY, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 BMECTO TOrIO, YyTOOHI [IaTh €M, HOHpOGOBaH CaM 1
3aKPHIJI I'JIa3a.

OT 9TOT0 ee JIKII0 IIOKPACHEIO ele OoJIblIe.

«OH... OH fmenaer 3TO CleLUanbHO?» — Pa3049apPOBaHHO IIOAYMaJla OHa.

Ho xorpa oHa mpucMoTpenach, He ObIJIO HY MaJIeHIero COMHEHHS B TOM, YTO €T0 He BOJTHOBAJIHU 3TH,
Ka3aJIoch Obl, HE3HAUYUTEIbHEIe, HO KpUYalllue [y Hee JBuXKeHus. Ha caMom pene oH efBa 1
3aMEeTHJI 9TO.

— XMM... HEMJIOXO... — OH B3SJICA 3a IO00POMIOK U 3aAyMaJsicsi, TepekeBbiBas efy.

— V... Kaxercs, 1 He Oe3HaIeKHbBIHM CIy4ai... — dmaM UMUTUPOBAJT B3[[0X 00/Ier4yeHusi, B3siB
JI0KKYy Oy7bOHA C MSICOM ¥ CHOBa IIOOYB Ha Hee.

— Bor, moeins ere... 6a0yiika HaBepHSIKa PaCCEPAUTCS Ha MeHSI, eCJIH TH He IOMPaBUIIbCS [0 ee
BO3BpALIEHHUS...

HeT Heo0Xx0muMOCTH FOBOPUTH, YTO €€ Cepille CHOBA 3aKOJIOTHIJIOCh, ¥ OHA IIO[ajIach BIiepe, YTOOB!



CHOBa OIIYTHUTE 3TOT BKYC.

HWmenno Tax 10HYI0 [IpuHLIEcCcy 3Mel KOpMUJI MoJiogou KanuTtad Mopckoro Jlo3opa.

B KoMHaTe 1apua 6e3MsaTeRHas ¥ YMUPOTBOPSIONIas aTMocdepa. ImaM MPOomoIKal MeaIeHHO
KOPMHUTE €€, TIOKa OHa He Chella BCI0 MUCKY.

dmaM momKeH OB CKa3aTh, YTO KOPMJIEHHE KPAaCaBUIILI OBIJIO JOBOJILHO MIPUSITHBIM.
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IIBaguaTh MUHYT IIPOJIETETIX HE3AMETHO...

— Tax... Teneps TH B nopsake? IIoToMy 4TO HaM ellle Hy2KHO IOAMKUCATh JOT0BOP... — CIIPOCHI daM,
HETOPOILIMBO IIPHUIIOKHUB PYKY i KO 10y, K ee YOUBJIEHHUIO, ¥ 3aMeTHJI, UTO ee JTUXopagKa K
HACTOSIIIIEMY BPEMEHHM ITOTHOCTHIO IIPOIIIIA.

— XM, OTJIMYHO, TBOM XKap, KaXKeTCs, IpoIes... XMM, YTO HaM Teleph fenaTh...?

dpam 3apyMarcs.
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