['maBa 9 - U3BpaiieH1b!

- Monopas cnyxaHKa [Ipunneccr? - 'erepan u MMnepaTtop ObU1x 03afadeHsl. Heyxenn 3T0T
MOHCTD NIPUKUHYJICS CIIyrou?

- MoxkeT 0Ha IIPOCTO OBICTPEe OUHYIACh UM €€ KTO-TO IIPUBEI B CO3HAHUE? - IPEJIJIOKUT CTAPHUK.
Cna6o BEpPHUIIOCH B TO, YTO 3TOT TAMHCTBEHHBIN YEJIOBEK YHU3UIICS [0 Tomo6Horo. [la 1 Boob1Ie
HaMepeBaeTCs BOMPOC: YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEeK 3a0ki B 9TOM MecTe? Vi MOXKeT OH IIPSTYeTCst OT KOT'0-TO?
Ho Torma mouemMy OH paHee BHIIIYCTHII TO XKYTKOe YOUNCTBEHHOE HaMepeHue?

- YV Hac HeT gpyrux 3aLerok, I03TOMYy HYyKHO IPOBEPUTH BCe CTpaHHOCTU. Maem! - ckazan
HWmMnepatop, npexae 4eM MPomoaXkuTh UATA. OH ¥ caM HUYero He IIOHKUMal, OOHAKO, eClId HalTh
TOTO 4YeJIOBEKa, TO BCE CTaHET Ha CBOM MecCTa.

OHU IIPOLUTH HaJbllle U YBUAEIN MaJIEHbKYIO IOTPENAaHHYI0 ycamb0y; Ha BCeX CTeHaX MOXKHO YBULETh
TPEIIUHBL; BeCh IOM OBLI U3 IePEBa, MOKPHITHHN MIJIECEHBIO, @ B OKHAX BCTABJIEHH! IEPEBSIHHEIE PAMH,
Ha KOTOpPHIe HaKJIeunu ciiox 6eroit Oymaru, 3aMeHsomel crekno. ITokasanocs, YTo OOUH TOTYOK U
3TO 3[aHUE MOXKET OOPYIIUTHCS.

YBunes 3nanuve, 'eHepan He CMOT coepPXKaThCA.

- Bame BennuuecTBo, 3TO IPOCTO U3[I€BATENILCTBO, faXke y CIIYTU YCIIOBUA JIydllle, 4YeM 3[eCh. A
Haneloch, BH UCIpaBuTe 3T0. Kakoi He OblIa Ballla f0Yb, 3TO yKe CIUIIKOM. OHa BCE-TaKu
[TpunIlecca 1 B IepBYI0 OYepenb Ballla KPOBb U MJIOTH! - pa3THEBAICS CTapUK U HaKpudas Ha
JlepMoHTa, He 3aMedasi, KaK ero CJIOHa OKa3alach Ha JIUle BTOPOro.

MmnepaTop HeOBOJIBHO HaXMYyPHUJICS, KOTHa IOYyBCTBOBAB Ha CBOEM JIHIle MOKPOTY. BEITepeB cBoe
JINII0, OH B3TJISIHYJI HA CTapUKa U CePbE3HHIM I'0JIOCOM IIPOU3HEC:

- Crapuk ®peliH, 1 1 caM BIIepBHE y3Han 00 3ToM. Bce mena B mBoplle ucnonuseT Mmmepartputia. £
[yMaJ, 4TO BCE B IOPSMKe pa3 He OBUIO HU KaKuX Kasoo.

Ha camowm fiene aTo Obinia 10XKb, [leMeHTHU# TOBOPUII YTO-TO 00 3TOM, HO OH BCerfa He X0Tell
oOpalaTh BHUMaHKe Ha TakKue MyCTSAKH. Telephb OH JONXKeH 103a00TUTCS 00 9TOM, YTOOHI HE 31TUTh
l'enepana. B ckopoMm BpeMeHU BOMHA ¥ HEXKEJIATeIbHO MMOPTUTH OTHOIIEHUS TaKUM ITyCTSIKOM.

- IIpoctute, Bare BennuecTBo, 5 He X0Tell, - OOMHMICSA OperH, Ipexae 4eM 0CO3HATh, UTO
Harpy6un MimnepaTopy. Y Hero camoro Onljia Jo4b B KOTOPOM OH OYIIM He 4Yasij, ¥ CMOTPS Ha TaKoe
M37IeBaTeIbCTBO Haf OYEPhI0, BCIBLINII.

- Huuero, Th IpaB ¢ 3TUM Hafio pa306paThCs.



Boiifist BHyTpPh yCambObl, OHY YBUOEIM MOJIOAYIO CITy2KaHKY, KOTOpas pacciaabieHHo mogMeTaa JBOp
¥ 4TO-TO cebe momeBasa mof HOC.

"1 3Ta ManeHbKas feBOYKa TOT MOHCTP? YTO 3a I'IymocTh!"- 0CMOTpPEB €€ MaJleHbKOe TEeJl0, OHU
pa3odyapoBaHHO MOKay4asiu TOJI0BOMU.

B To Bpemst ManbIiKa BaH nmogMeTasna gBOp, U BOPYT ITOYYBCTBOBAa, YTO KTO-TO Boines. OHa
OCTAHOBHJIACH, ¥ C HEKOW OIIaCKOM IIOCMOTpesIa Ha JIIofied, KOTOPHIe TOJIBKO YTO BOIIIH.

OHa OBl7Ta HEMHOTO 03afjauyeHa. [Ipuiy gBoe MyKYUH: OOUH KPACUBHIHM, KaK IIPUHI]; BTOPOX CTApUK
C Y2KaCHBIM B3TJIIIOM, ¥ Ha4asu Pa3riiafblBaTh €€ TEJI0 CBEPXY [0 HU3Y.

"Kto oun? [ToueMy OHUM TaK CTPAHHO CMOTPST Ha MeHA... AXX... " - HEOXKUJaHHO OHa BCIIOMHUJIA, KaK
T'ocmoxka roBopuiia O MJIOXUX JTIOAAX, KOTOPHIE 00T M0KUPATh OEBYIIEK B3TIISIOOM, a IIOTOM
TIOXUINATh U feaTh UM 00JIbHO, OHA eIlé I0-CTPAaHHOMY Ha3Basla HX.

CrykaHKa 3agpozaja U CO CTPaxoM ITOCMOTPEB Ha HUX, 3aKpHyaia BO BECh IOJIOC:

- Y-3-B-P-A-II-E-H-LI-BI!!!

- H-HenmopxonuTe Ko MHe... ['ocrioxka cnacute MeHs!! 3meck mnoxue mogu!! - yberas BHYTpb 30aHUS,
IIpOKpHYasa OHa.

JInua Ero BenuuectBo u ['eHepana nompayHenu. Mx - UMnepatopa UMmnepuu PeliH, KOTOPBII
IIPOCTIABUJICS Ha IeJIbIM 3amaj YHUYTOXUB YeTelpe uMiepud, u ['maBHoKoMaHayomero 300-
THICSIYHOM, 3HaMeHuTOU [ApMuu barpoBoro CkopnroHa] Ha3Basu... Mi3BpallleHIIaMu.

BHYTpU KOMHATHI...

EpuaH cupmerna Ha KpOBaTH ¥ CMOTpeJia Ha IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOE KOJIBIIO B CBOeH pyke. HekoTopoe
BpeMs Ha3a[ OHa IIPUHSIACH IOACUUTHIBATE 3aPa00TAHHYIO MPUOLLIb, OJHAKO 10 € HEeJOBOJILHOMY
BBIPAKEHHUI0 MOXKHO OBIJIO C YBEPEHHOCTHIO CKa3aTh, UTO TAKOE KOJTMYECTBO e€ He PafioBaio.

OHa pa304YapoBaHHO B3[MOXHYIA.

- 3mech 400-THICSY 30JI0TEHIX MOHET, HO HA HEKOTOPOEe BpeMs [OIKHO XBAaTUTh. JIaflHO, TEIleph HYKHO
OTIIPABUTCS B TOPOJ U KYIIUThL BCE HEOOXOIUMOE, HO... - €€ pPa3myMbsl IpepBajl 'POMKUN KPHUK:



- Y-3-B-P-A-II[-E-H-1I-BI!!!

[Tocme 3TOTO, OBEPH C ITYMOM OTKPHIIACh, ¥ U3 HEE BrIOeXKaa MOJIofasi CIyKaHKa. Bcs B crie3ax, oHa
CXBaTWJIACh 3a €€ Talulo.

- [-rocmoxa, O-mjaoxue JI0au IIPpUIIIA. O-0HM XOTST MOXUTUTHL HAC U COENaTh 00JILHO.

BripaxeHnue nuiia Epuan naMenunoch. OHa MOYyBCTBOBasa MpHUOIMKaIieecs ABe MOIIHbLIE aypPhl.

"Heyxemnu BCE-TaKy MeHS 3aMeTuIn?... HeT, MamoBepOsiTHO, faXe C UX CUJION OHU He MOTJIN YUySTh
MeHd".

Ho, HecMoTps Ha 3T0, EpraH He aHUKOBAJIa, €€ MBIC/IH ObIJIA CIIOKOWHBI; €€ MHOTOJIETHUY OIIBIT,
TIEPEKUTHIM B MPOILION XKU3HHU, JaBHO CMBIJT UMIYJILCUBHOCTb, KOTOpast Oblla HEYaCThIM SBIIEHUEM,
¥ KaKo} OBl IIJTaYueBHOM He SBIISITIAaCh CUTYalUsi, BCETa HalUEeTCs BHIXOM U3 HEE.

- Maneirka BaH, ycmokoiics u paccKaxu ogpo0Hee YTO CIIy4YuIoCh?

- I'-rocrioxa, s CIOKOWHO yOupasa OBOp, a MOTOM 3aliy jgogu. OgHUM OB CTaphld AsAbKa C
y2KaCHBIM B3TJISIIOM, @ BTOPHIM KpacCUBBIM, Kak [IpuHI| napHeM. OHY Hada/Iu OKUPaTh MEHS
B3TJIAOM. f1-1 00si7ach YTO OHU MOXUTAT MeHS U CHenaloT O0JIbHO, U T03TOMYy y0exana... ['ocmoxa,
OHH IIJIOXUeEe JII0OY, BBl OJOJIZKHEI HaKa3aTh HUX.

B aTtotr moMeHT B KoMHaTy Bouuiu Umnepatop u ['eHepan. Ux nuia cpa3y ke uckasunucb. OHU BCe
ycneimanu. CTapeiil AsifbKa C y2KaCHBIM B3raaaoM? Kpacuseiid, Kak [TpuHL napers? JIepMOHT
CKPUBUJI T'yOHI YCIIBIIIIAB 9TO, @ 3aTEM ITOCMOTPe Ha EpuaH.

OH OBIJT HAa MTHOBEHHUE IIIOKUPOBaH. Mojiofasi meByIlKa C 04apoBaTeIbHBIM JTUIOM. Y Heé Oblyta
CBeT/Ias ¥ HeXXHas KOXKa, YEPHEIE MJIMHHEIE BOJIOCH [I0 II0sica, Ha JIKIle He ObIIO HU IPpaMMa
KOCMETHKH, HO OHA BCE PaBHO BRITJISAMIeNIa OUeHb IPUBIEKATeIbHOM. CMOTPS Ha CBOIO MOYb OH
BCIIOMHMUJT OJJHY KEHIIUHY, KOTOpas Obllla OYeHb [T0X02Ka Ha HEeE.

JIepMOHT B IIepBHIH pa3 yBUEN CBOI0 No4yb. Ho pa3Be oHa He Oblia 60bHA ¥ Ha TpaHu cMepTH? OHa
BRITJIsIfIeNIa OueHb 6oapoi. OH IMOYyBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO HeJagHoe.

- Axx! T'ocmtoxka 310 oHUM! U3BpalieHIbl 37eCh! - BCKPUKHYTIA ClIy2KaHKa U CIpsATanach 3a CIUHON
EpuaHn, 60sCbh CMOTPETh UM B I'JIa3a.

Crapniii ['eHepasn yxe He MOT TepIleTh 3TOT0 Hepopa3dyMeHus. OH X0Ten yKe Ol BCE 00BSCHUTD, KaK
EpuaH 3arosopuna:

- I'ocopga, s He 3HAI0, KTO BH 1 3a4€M 3[eCh, HO, €CJIH B IIPUIIIK HaapyraTbCAd Had HaMH... - OHa



3aKycuia ry0y ¥ ¢ TPy[IOM ITPOMONIKUTIA:

- [loxkanyucTa, He TporauTe 3Ty NEBOUYKY, OHa ellle MajieHbKad U riymad. [IpocTute, ecinu oHa
ockopOuma Bac. B KauecTBe U3BUHEHUS BBl MOXKETE B3SITh MOE TEJI0, XOTS 5T ¥ HE 0YeHb
IIpUBIIEKATEJIbHA, HO 51 BCE eIlé MeBCTBEHHMUIIA, a TaKxXKe SBIsoCh [1pu... HeT, Bo MHe ¥ IIpaBpa HET
HUYEero 0COOEHHOTO0, HO ST YMOJISIIO BacC, OTIIYCTUTE JeBOYKY, 3aTEM MOXKETe [ejlaTb CO MHOU BCE, UTO
3aXOTHUTE, - 3a[Ip0OKaB BCEM TEJIOM, OHa ITOKJIOHUJIACh.

- l'ocoxa, 4TO BEI TOBOP... - He yCIeJla CKa3aTh CIy’KaHKa, KaK €€ yoapuid 0 3aThUIKE, B
pe3ynbTare OBICTPO BHIPYOUB.

EpuaH HM KaK He MOTJIa IT03BOJIMTh, YTOOH €€ Urpy pa3obmauunu. OHa MOHSIA, YTO CITUIIKOM
mIpocYuTaIack. To, YTO €€ MOCETST, la U ellé Tak OBICTPO, He BXOOUJIO B €€ IJIaHb. Teleph OHa He
3Haja KaKue 00bsICHeHUS MIPUAYMAaTh 10 MTOBOAY TOTO, YTO OHUM OCTAJIUCh HEBPEOUMEI.

- T'-rocmonia, 51 HafleIOCh, BBl BHIIIOJIHUTE MO0 STOMCTUYHYIO IIPOCLOY, - €€ PYKH, KOTOPHIE AepKaIn
TIOJIOJT TIJIAThsI, MPOXKAJIA TOBOPS 3TO.

VimnepaTop u ['eHepan ycTaBUINCh Ha HEE€ MUPOKO PACKPHITHIMY I'TadaMu. OHU He 3HaJHU, KakK
pearupoBaTh Ha 3T0. Pa3Be oHa He IIpuniiecca? [loueMy oHa yBUEB, YTO KTO-TO IIPUILIE]] K HEH,
CTaJla Tak YHUXKaThCsA? Jlake OOUTCS TOBOPUTH, YTO OHA [IpuHIlecca? Heyxkenu eé BCIO KU3Hb
YHUXKaJH, ¥ OHa yTpaTuia B cebe BCE JOCTOMHCTBO?

IOymast 06 aToM, JIepMOHT cy3uin rita3a. CMOTPST Ha CBOIO IPOXKAIIe0 J04b, JaXKe eMy CTal0 HeMHOTO
€€ JXKaJb.

Baumanue! STOT epeBon, BO3MOXKHO, eIl€ He FOTOB.

Ero cratyc: mepeBoj pefakKTHpPyeTCst
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