— T'oBopu! — ckasaBmmii 3TO U3/Iydas MOLIHYIO BIACTHYIO aypy, HO B3IJIS, KOTOPEIM OH CMOTpEJI Ha
ToyMy, GBITIO MSATKUM.

— Orery, y MeHs K BaM 1Ipoch0a. d Xx04y KeHUThCS!

Yemocts HoOy 4yTh He yIIasia Ha I0JI, a TJIa3a BRUIE3/TH U3 OPOUT OT TaK Ha3biBaeMOM MPOCckObl. OH
HUKOTIA He MPUHYXKaan ToyMy HE K 4eMy, KpOMe TOT0, YTOOHI CTaTh IPEEMHUKOM CeMbH. U CHIH C
CaMoOTO [IeTCTBA HUKOTIa He JOCTABISA HU MajeHImx xJIonoT. OH He OyHTOBAII Jaxke B
IIO[POCTKOBOM BO3pacTe, KaK APyrue ero CBepCTHUKU. Ero mocTynku HUKOTa He IPUHOCKTIH
cepbe3HbIX MpobaeM. OH OBUT XOPOIIUM PeOEHKOM, He3aBUCHMO OT TOT'0, KaK €r0 BOCITUTHIBAJIU.

HoOy HUKOTIa He MPUXOAUIIOCh OECITIOKOUTLCS O ChIHE, HO Ha 3TOT Pa3 ero Ipoch0a JOBOJIBHO
o3ajayuBaIa.

— 4 mymara, y Te0s1 ¢ Heil HU4ero Cepbe3HOro. M MMEHHO 03TOMY OCTAaBHJI BaC B IIOKOE.

Korpga on Bmepsrie ycnbiian o Kaxune 1 ToyMme, To Blan B HacTosIlee 6elneHcTBO. AH30 U XMHOID —
3aKJIATHE Bparu Ha MPOTSKEeHUN MHOTHX JIeT, ¥ 9TO 3acTaBlisayo ero 6ecrmokouthcs. Ho korga Hoby
OJHAXK[Hl YBUIEJ UCKPEHHIOW YILIOKY Ha nulle TOYMBI, TIOHSII, YTO HE HOJIXKEH CTAaHOBUTLCS MEXKY
3TUMHU ABYMS. EMy IIPOCTO HY2KHO ITOI0XKIATh U MoHabonaTh. ¥ eMy IOHPaBUIOCh, KaK OeBYIIKA
IIPOKJIA[bIBAET MYTh K CEPALY ero chiHa. XoTs Hoby mpekpacHO MOHKWMAJ, YTO OHAa MaHUIYJIUPYeT
ToyMo#i, HO Ha caMOM fiejie CUUTaj 3TO 00HycOM. E€ MaHUNYyIALMY CTAHYT XOPOIIUM YPOKOM [IJIS
CHIHA, YTOOHI BRIZKUBATh, KOI'Ia OH 3aMET CBOE MEeCTO II03XKe.

[Tepemupue MeXOy OBYMS KPYIHEHIINMY CEMbSIMH SKYO3a YCUIMT MX BIACTh U BnusiHue. Ho, cyms
10 “HGOPMaIMK, KOTOPOH OH pacmosaraii, ToyMa HUKOTIa He BOCIPUHUMAI €€ KeM-TO OOJIbIINM,
YyeM IIPOCTO JPYTroM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, KaK CUJIbHO OHa K HEMY JIMIIJIA.

— Ona KakuM-T0 06pa3oM cTasia g MeHs BaxkHOM. MHe Hy>KHO 3alllUTUTh €€ BCEM, UTO Y MEHS €CTb.
[ToxkanyucTa, IOMOTY MHE.

— Tl TOHKMMaelb, YTO APYTHe CeMbH OyOyT AeaTh BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOb OCTAHOBUTH Bac?

Ha, Toyma 0TIU4HO ITOHUMAJI, YTO APYIHe IPYIIUPOBKY BCTPEBOXKATCS, KOIMa IBe CUJIbHeNIIne
CeMbH SKy[3a pemar 00befUHUTHCS. IMEeHHO 103TOMy OH U npuién Kk Hoby 3a nomoursio. Toyma
3HaJI, YTO OTell CyMeeT IOMOYb EMY, ¥ CyTh €r0 IPOCLOBl — UMEHHO B TOM, YTOOH! 3aIUTUTE U
Kaxuny, u cembio AH30.

— Ia, orel. YToOHI 3alIUTUTD €€ U HAIITy CEMbIO, MHE HYKHO KaK MOXKHO CKOpee KeHHUJICS.

— A He OyMalo, 9TO 6paK — 3TO XOpolinee peleHne. CKopee, OH co3pacT xaoc. [103B0JIb MHE CHayalla
BCTPETUTHCA U IIOTOBOPHUTE C XuHope.



HoGy He MOT COTTacUTLCS Ha ero Mpock0y, He uMes Haexaiiero miaHa. OH He MOT JOTyCTUTE,
yT0OR TOyMe ¥ ceMbe OblT IPUYUHEH Bpend. Ho He MOT ¥ MONTH IPOTUB KEJTaHUS CBOET0 CHIHA.

— 3-3-9... Ore1... MHe KaxeTcs, Th MeHS He Tak MoHs1. — Toyma HaGpas mobombilie Bo3oyxa 1
TUXOHBKO BHIJOXHYJI, BITAsICh epeaath HoOy cBOu MBICTH.

OH HEKOTTa He XeHuTcsa Ha KaxuHe. IT0 OBIIIO €ro 3aBeTHOM MEUTOH, KOTOopas HUKOTIa He
cOymetcs. OH MPOCTO XOTeJl 3aIlllUTUTh €€, He IPUYUHSS Bpeda CBoei ceMbe.

— YTO TH UMeEEIIb B BI/II[Y? qa OyMaJl, Thl XO4Y€eIlb KEHUTHCS Ha HEM...

Teneps HoOy cMmyTumcs eirné 6ombiie. Ero chiH OB CIUIIKOM CIIOKHBIM, YTOOH MOHATH. OH He X04eT
JKEeHUTHCS Ha Hel, HO XOTeJI 3allUTUTh e€.

Ho6y HaxMypuiics u nepeBest B3T/IsAA Ha AHIO, HO OblT pa3oyapoBaH. AHIO u3beras ero B3IJIaa,
OIYCTHB TJ1a3a.

— U3BuHUTeE, X039UH.  HUUYEero He 3Ha0. MoJIOmoH rOCIIONUH HU CJI0OBOM He 0OMOJIBUJICS O
JKeHHUTh0e U MPOYMX CBOMX IIJIaHaX, — AHIO MBICJIEHHO yOexkaas cebsi B CBoel HeBUHOBHOCTH.

HoOy, MoxeT ObITh, 1 OBITT €0 X03UHOM, HO AHI0 ocTaBaJjics BepeH Toyme. U 3To Oblsia IpaBaa:
MOJIOZIO¥ TOCTIOOWH He CKa3ajl eMy HU cjoBa 00 aToM pemneHuu. Ecnu Ov1 ToyMa cmenan 3To, To AHIO
monBITasICS Okl ero nmepeyoenuts. Ho cefiyac oH ToXke OB MOTPSICEH, KOTIa YCIIBIIIAI O PEIIeHUN
MOJIOJOTO TOCIIOANHA XKEeHUTHCS. B ero romoBe BO3HUKIIO TaK MHOTO BOIIPOCOB, HO ceildac MyK4YKHa
IOJIKEeH OBbLI lepKaTh UX mpu cebe.

— HO}KaHYﬁCTB, HaI7IJII/I MHE HEBECTY. Ona OOJIZKHa OBITH TOTO XK€ YPOBHS{, 9YTO U Kaxuna, HO eeé
IIPOUCXOXKOEeHNE HEe NOJIZKHO IIPEACTAaBIIATE YI'PDO3EI OJIA CEMBHU.

— IMomoxnu, Toyma. O6BICHH.

HoGy He Mor NOHSThL ero TpebGoBaHus.

«YTO OH MMeJ B BUAY, TOBOPS HauTu eMy HeBecTy? I10 He Kaxuna? [Tomoxpute! OH 4TO, X04eT
II0KEPTBOBaTh COOOM?».

Bceneika rHEBa M CKpeXeT CTUCHYTHIX YeJTI0CTel BhIaBajid HeloBOJIbCTBO HoOy.

OH HUKOT'[a He II03BOJIUT eMy chenaTh 970! HoOy ogHaKab TOTEPSAT TI00UMYI0 KEeHIUHY — XKeHY —
¥ HUKOTTIA, HaXxe OyOy4Yu He B CBOEM yMe, He ITO3BOIHII OB CBOEMY [paroleHHOMY ChIHY
TI02KEePTBOBaTh 060 pamu apyrux. OH JOCTAaTOYHO HACTPafasics, KOTrfa ero XkeHa pellusa CIacTu ux
oboux, u Temepb ToymMa X04eT cOoesiaTh TO Ke caMoe pajfu cBoed mobBu 1 cembu. Het! HoOy



OTKa3bIBAJICA IIPUHATE 3TO.

ToyMa yBHOeN peaklIuio OTIA U CXKaJl KyJlaky, Isad BHKU3. OH 3HAJ, YTO OTell JII0OUT ero 1 He
TI03BOJIUT CHeJIaTh TaKoe, HO TyoMe HYKHO yOEeOUTb €T0 COTJIACUTHLCS. DTO MPUHECET M0MIb3Y AJIST
BCEX.

— Ecnu TH myMaeIs 0 TOM Xe, 0 Y4EM U s, TO HaBepHSIKa yXKe MOHSI: MO OTBET — HeT. 4 He CTaHy
Tebe momoraTh. TBOSI MaTh IIPOKJISTHET MEHS C Hebec.

— Orer, noxanyiicta. Korga s xkenioch, KaxuHa mpeKpaTUT MeHS ITpeciefoBaTh, ¥ HUKTO He
IIOYYBCTBYET YTPO3LI OT HAIIETr0 Co03a. U g Bepio, YTO TH HAWEIIb MHE XK€eHY, KOTOpas IIOMOXKEeT
Hallleit ceMbe CTaTh CUTbHee. ITO OECIIPOUTPHIIITHAS CUTYaIUs [IJIS BCEX.

— He nns te6s. Trl OymeTe xkuTh 0e3 moo6Bu. Haita ceMbst Obl/Ia HOCTATOYHO XKECTOKOM, YTOOR
BBIXKUTH, ¥ €QUHCTBEHHOE, YTO 3aCTABJISAIO HAC OCTABATHCS JIOAbMU — 3TO JII000Bb. [IpekpaTtu HEeCTH
3Ty uymb! — HoOy B cepaliax yoapui o CTOJy.

I'pomkuiu mrym ucnyran AHo, HO He Toymy.

— Mawma cornacutcst co MHOM. OHa 3axo4eT, YTOOH 51 3amuInan Tebs. [ToxkanmyiicTa, TIOMOTY MHE
cmenaTh 3T0! — ToyMa OIyCTHUICS Ha KOJIEHU U MOKJIOHUJICS OTIY, KOCHYBIINCH JIOOM I10JIa, YTOOKI
II0Ka3aTh CBOI0 UCKPEHHOCTh U PELINMOCTb.

— HecnocHblit pe6éHoK! — Hoby mopHsm pyKy, 4TOOb yIapuTh ChIHA, HO AHO OCTAHOBUJI €TO.

— IMoxanyiicta, rocnoguH. [Toxanyicra, TORMHUTE ero 00JIb.

AH[I0 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO BCE €T'0 BHYTPEHHOCTH IIE€PEBOPAYMBAIOTCS ¥ CXKUMAIOTCS B y2Kace OT TOTO,
YTO OH OCMeJUICS IpoTuBOCTOATH HoOy. Ho risaps Ha xKankoro ymonsiouiero Toymy, He cMOT
CHeaTh HUYEro APyTroro.

HoGy pe3ko oTmepHys PyKy U CKas3al:

— 3a KOro THl MeHs IpuHUMaels? ¢ He HyK[al0Ch B TBOUX COBeTax!

OH BCTaJ ¥ BHIIIEN U3 KOMHATH, OCTaBUB TOyMy BCe ellé PacIpPOCTEPTHIM Ha IOJTy B YMOJISIOIIEH
nose.
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