I'nmaBa 690
ITogHUMasCH II0 JIECTHULIE
Cro5 M= B3rnAHY Ha CEAOBIaCOr0 CTapyuKa I03agy Hero, mpexye YeM BOUTU B OTPOMHBIN 3all.

«I'ocTb-cTapenmuHa Jletatomuy Caer?» [laparon Mmnepartop Croil yCMeXHYJICA: «f JaBHO CIIBILIAI O
BEJIMKOM CJlaBe TOCTS-CTapetIINHE, HO HUKOTIa Obl He II0yMaJl, YTO BHl THXO BouaeTe B [|peBHUMN
XpaM ¥ gaxe IMONHUMETE 3Ty KAMEHHYIO JBEPh».

[Taparon MmmnepaTop Cioii, KOTOPEIY OBIT JOBOJILHO YBEPEH B cebe paHee, IIOUYBCTBOBAJ cebst
Tlapayu30BaHHBIM, YBUAEB clieHy ¢ Ci03 MHeM, MOmHUMAIOIUM KaMEHHYI0 OBEPD.

OH noHsI, 4TO 3T0 MUpoBOe b0KeCcTBO YeTBEPTOr0 YPOBHS, FOCTh-CTapeuinnHa Jletatomun CHer,
MMeJl CUJIy lajieKo 3a ero mpefeiaMu.

«Cura rocTsg-CTapetInHEL HaCTOJIbKO BeluKa. MHTepecHO, OTKyZa B IPUILIIY, ¥ KaKue
BO3MOXKHOCTH UCIbITanu? Unm rocTb-cTapeuinria pogoM U3 BHEIIHero Kocmoca?» Cka3zai
HWwmnepatop Croii.

«BHemHero kocmoca?» Cios MH o0epHycs U HaxMmypuics nepen Mmnepatopom Cioii: «ECTb KocMoC
3a mpefeiaMu 3TOro Mupa?»

[TaparoH OB TOO3PUTETBHBIM.

MupoBoe BoxkecTBO 4eTBEPTOr0 YPOBHS, 06J1afaoliee Takoi CUI0N, OBIIIO CIUIIKOM HeOOBYHBIM!
ViMeHHO TOTla OH 3amyMaJjicsa 00 OTPOMHOM KOCMOCe, YIIOMSIHYTOM B JIeTeHaX, KOTOPhIM HaXO[UIICS
3a npepfenaMu 3Toro Mupa. OgHaAKO, Cyns II0 Peakluy 3TOr0 TOCTSA-CTapeUIInHE], Ka3al0Ch, 4YTO OH
He 3HaJ 0 KocMoce? BhIJIo 1 3TO YeCTHBIM He3HAaHUEM UITH ITPOCTO 00MaHOM?

«Xy».
Koma Cro3 Un TOBOPHUJI, OH OOHOBPEMEHHO OBUT'AJICSA BIIEPE. BCKOpe OH II10O0IIe]I K JIECTHHUIIe.

HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO B 9TOT MOMEHT OeJlasl TeIIoBas BOJIHA MPUOIHUKAIACh K HEMY, CJIOM YePHBIX
IIOCTIEX0B, KOTOPHIA KOHIEHCUPOBAJICS Ha ero Teine, 3hGeKTUBHO OIIOKUPOBA TEILO.

«T'ocTb-cTapenmuHa Jletatomui CHer, 10 TeCTHUIE He Tak JIETKO MOOHAThCS». [laparoHn ckasan
u37aneka. B To xKe BpeMs OH cHejia Iar U IpeBpaTUICA B MOTOK, MYAIMKCS BO BHYTPEHHUH 3aJl.
Bynyuu BeiciiuM I[TaparoHoM, OH KyJIbTUBUPOBA Pa3auyHble aOCOTIOTHBIE UCKYCCTBA. TaKUM
o0pa3oM, eMy OBIJIO JIETKO IPOTUBOCTOSATH flaBleHKI0. Boiifiss BO BHYTPEHHUH 3ajl, OH Habmogarn, Kak
Croo MH Hayai nMogHUMAaThCS II0 JIECTHUIIE, HE OCTaHaB/IMBas ero.

Cro3 Mu nocmoTtpen Ha YepHyto TEHIKBY, PaClOIOKEHHYIO Ha BePIIVHE JIeCTHULL: «PacnonoxeHHas B
IIEHTPe U CaMOX BBICOKOU YaCTH 3TOr0 3ajla, KaXkeTCs, YTO Majelas aypa OT 3TOM YepHO! ThIKBEL
co3fasa Takoe OrPOMHOe NOTPsICeHue. ITO ropa3fo CTpallHee, YeM I00ble IpyTrie COKPOBUIIA,
KOTOPHIE 5 BUOET B CBoel XKu3HU. [Jlaxke [IpaBUTenn He MOTJIX BHIIYCTUTH aypy, KOTOpas JOCTUTaeT
TaKOU CTEIEHU».

«Takoe 11eHHOE COKPOBHIIIE. HeszaBucumo oT TOrO, Imo4YyeMy OPEBHAA 3BE€3JHAA KAPTd YKA3bIBAET
CH0fa, 3TO 6YJIGT CTOUTH MOEro BPEMEHH, KOr'la { II0JIYy4y 3TO COKPOBHUIIIE». C103 MH Mor caoemnaTh



BBHIBOJI, UTO 3Ta YepHas THIKBaA [IOKHA CTOUTH OOJIBIE, YEM BCE COKPOBHUINA, KOTOPHIE OH IOIYYUII IO
cux nop. I1o 1IeHHOCTH OHa [OXKHa UATH 3a «BbpeHHBIM XpamMoM», MpuHaanexkamuM Jlopay
BbpenHnoro OcTposa.

C ero HeIHelTHeN 60€BOM CUIION TTOCTIE KyNbTUBUPOBaHUS Mupuans! [IbsiBonbckoro Mctunuoro Tena
OH BCe ellle MOT COIIPOTUBNATHCS [IpaBUTENIAM.

Ho sra YepHas TeIKBa BhI3bIBajla ¥ HETO YYBCTBO INyOOKOTO CTpaxa B €ro cepale. OTO BEIXOAUIIO 3a
IIpefessl COKPOBUIL, IIPeCTaBIeHHEIX B UX KOCMOCe.

«JJou».
Cro3 UH cpenas mar o JIeCTHHUIIE.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[ja OH HaCTYIIXJI, Ka3aiock, OyATO KTO-TO HACTYIUI Ha ero ayiny. Ero gyiia
3aapoxana. Cios MH HUKOTa He OyMall, YTO Takoe nmpousouneT. OH He MOT He OpoXKaTh OT
IIOCJIENCTBUH.

<<Cepx[ue, KaK JIe3BUe».

Obnacts cepaua Cr3 MHa mocturia BTOporo ypoBHs. BcKope OH IPUCIOCOOUICS K 3TOMY U CHefal
BTOPO 1I1ar II0 JIECTHULIE.

«JJoH!»

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia OH CHOBA ILIATHYJI, €ro Aylla T0CTPajasa OT Mogo0HO! yKacalel yaapHoi
BosTHEL. OHa OBbIla CUITbHEE, YeM paHbIle, XOTs Ha 3TOT pa3 OH OB IOATOTOBIIEH U CMOT OBICTPO
TIPUCIIOCOOUTHCS.

«Kaxertcs, B3sTh 3Ty YepHyio TeIKBY HenpocTo». Cio3 MiH mocMoTpent BBepx. Y JIeCTHUIIE Oblna
HeBUOVMas BOJIHA, KOTOPYI0 Cro03 MH CMyTHO ollyIla, ¥ IOHUMAJ, YTO eMy HY2KHO OBUTaThCS
masnblie Imar 3a maroM. Ecny 6b1 OH IPOTAHY PYKY, YTOOH CXBaTUTh YepHyio THKBY, ero mu6o
BHITHAJX OBI, OO0 OH IOCTPamas Obl OT OOJIBIIET0 HaKa3aHUs.

BosHa BHYTpH JI€CTHUIIH IPUHAJIEXKaJa YPOBHIO, KOTOPHIY TPEBOCXOOMI €r0 HEIHEIITHIO 00/1acCTh.
Takoro popa uCIeITaHNE, OCTABIIEHHON CTAPEHIIMHOM CO3HATEILHO, MOJIXKHO OBITH 3aBEPIIEHO B
COOTBETCTBHUH C €T0 ITpaBuiaMu! B IPOTUBHOM CiIydae MOCHEeNCTBUS OYAYT yKaCHBIMHU.

«Yuutens». [Ipo3Byuar romuoc.
«Cr1o».

Ipyras ¢urypa npoHukia B [IpeBHuM XpaM - KpaCUBEIN MOAPOCTOK C cepeOdpPUCTEIMU BojtocaMu. OH
Opocuncs k Umnepartopy Cioi, X0Ts1 OBIJIO SICHO, YTO OH CJIeTKa OpoxKajl. Bxon BO «BHYTPEHHUM 3a/1»
IpeBHero Xpama TpeOoBajl BCEH €TI0 CHUITHL.

C103 VH B3rIsIHYN BAadb. OTOT KPACUBHIM ITOPOCTOK HOJIKeH ObITh ApyrumM IlaparonoMm u3 MMnepuu
Ciont «ITaparonom MMnepatopoMm Meua». OH OBIJT ©U3BECTEH TEM, YTO OBIJT THPAHUYECKUM, XOTS €ro
cuia Obljla HU2Ke Ha IeJIbIM YPOBeHb 0 cpaBHeHUIo ¢ MMmnepaTopom Ciol, 1 oH Ovln [Taparonom
CpenHero ypoBHS.

«OH - rocTp-cTapeimuna Jletawomuii CHer?» UMnepatop Meda youBuics, Korga OH IOCMOTpPETT Ha
3TOT0 IIOJPOCTKA B YEPHOM Ha JIeCTHUIE.



«Yry». [Taparon Ummnepatop Cioi KUBHYI, T BBEPX: «OH 0YeHb I'PO3HEIN U IONHS KaMEHHYI0
nBeps. ITocre TOro, Kak OH CTYIHI Ha JIECTHUILY, s TIOAyMaJl, YTO OH yIaZeT C Hee cpa3y ke, HO OH
CMOT J06pPaThCS IO BTOPOM CTYIIEHU».

«ITogusan kaMeHHYI0 OBepb? M Yuutens, u MacTtep 3o1moToro OrHeHHOro [IBoplia He MOTJIX COeNaTh
3TOr0, HO 9TOT I'OCTh-CTapeuiHa caenan?» [laparon Mmnepatop Croou He MOT IIOBEPUTEH B 3TO.

«Ecnu He oH, To KT0?» [laparon Vmmnepartop Cioit HeOpeKHO OTBETHIL.

U Boaneke Cros UH MeJIeHHO U HEYKJIOHHO IIaraj II0 CTyIIEeHAM. Kaxmrii Pa3, KOoraa OH Jejiall eIe
OOHWH LIar', OH OCTaHABJINBaJICA Ha MI'HOBEHHE, YTOOBI IIPpEeOodoJIETE aTaKy AYIIIN.

«OH yxke mpotres 0ojiee TIOTOBUHEL ITyTH JIECTHUIIBI, HO OH ITPOMAOJIKAeT». BrIpaxkeHue Iuiia
HWmMnepatopa Meda cnerka U3MeHHUIIOCh: «YYUTENb, pa3Be Bbl HE TOBOPUIIM, UTO ellle TPyAHee
TIOHSITHCS II0 JIECTHUIIE, YeM IIOJHSTh KaMeHHYI0 OBeph?»

«OH He CMOXeT JOUTHU [0 KoHLa». [laparon Mmnepartop Croi MATKO cKa3ail: «O4eHb CKOPO ero
BHITECHUT MCKaXKeHHasd ycToTa YepHOU THIKBEI».

B camom mene.

CTpaurHas cumia, ucmyckaemasi YepHo# THIKBOM, BEI3EIBaIa KCKAXKEHUE OKPYKAIOIIeH MyCTOTH.
BuemHue 0651acTy ColepKaiy TOIbKO OeJIEIN TyMaH.

C103 MH gBurascs miar 3a marom, Bce 6mxe u 6muxe npubnuxasch K YepHoit TrikBe. HakoHell, oH
BOIIIEN B 9Ty UCKaXKEHHYIO ITyCTOTY.

<<Xy'H>> - YXaCHad CHUJIa dTaKOBaJia €0 TeJIO.

Cr03 UH, KOTOpHIY yKe JaBHO MOATOTOBUIICS MBICJIEHHO, IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK ero Horu 3actpsanu. OH
TePIIeIUBO MEPEHOCUII 3TO. DTa MOIIHAS YOapHas BOJIHA yaapuiia ero o Teiy, IpuxuMmas K HeMy
etfe Oojiee ropssyee miuaMs. bonee Toro, oH cuenasn CAeOyOUIUH IIar, BEI3BaB CUIbHYIO aTaKy OYIIH,
Hallafialolyro Ha Hero. Ho ¢ mocnexamu OKCTpeMalbHOI0 YHUYTOXEeHUs TauHCTBEHHOTO Tesa 0H
paccesn 60NbIIYI0 YacTh IPUXO0AsIiel cuibl. C momaBsomei cunoi Mupuans! [IbsIBOIBCKOTO
Hctunnoro Temna, Ci03 UH Bce ellle MOT IPOTUBOCTOSITh TaKOW MEP3KOU Cpefe.

«YeMm 6nuxe K YepHoii TrkBe, TeM Ooliee yrpoxarouiel oHa OygeT. BolIbIIMHCTBO BHICIINX
[TaparoHoB He mocMenu Obl MPUONMU3UTHCS K Hel». Cio09 MH Ol olapalieH. OTa CUla U3 THIKBH
Obly1a CITUIIKOM MyTaloLeH.

OH cpenan elfe OguH IIar.

C109 MH mpojosKasl JBUTaTLCS BIIepe.

[Taparon Mmnepatop Cioi Tapaluics Ha Hero. B ToT MoMeHT, Korga oH 3ameTur, 4to Cios UH
IIPOMOJIKaJl IOAHMMATLCS BBEPX, HECMOTPS Ha CTPafaHus OT UCKaXKEHHOU YOApHOU BOJIHEI, €T0
BhIpaXkKeHUe JUIla U3MEeHUI0Ch. Eciu Tak Oy#eT MpomoiIkKaThCs, OH OCTUTHET KoHIa. K Tomy
BpeMeHU OH 3abepeT 9Ty YepHyio TrKBY cebe. ByneT nu Tak, Kak TOBOPUIM JieTeHab? ToT, KTO
3aBnageeT YepHoi THIKBOM, IIOKOPUT BECH MUP U CMOXKET BOUTH B OOJIBIION KOCMOC?

«$1 HEe MOTY TIO3BOJIUTh €MY 3TO MOJTy4YuTh». [laparon MMmnepatop Cro# MaxHYJ PYKOH.



«Xy»,

VI3 ero pyku BeieTeNno 60/1bII0e KOTMYECTBO OeJIbIX IMIeTKOBEIX HUTeN. OHU OBICTPO ABUHYIIHCH
BIajlb, YTOOBI 0XBaTUTL C103 MHa.

«Mm?» Cros WH, CcTOSIBIINY Ha CTyIE€HbKE, CJIeTKa U3MEHUJI CBOE BhIpaXKeHUe JIMlla, YBUEB
HaIpPaBISIOMKUECS K HeMy OeJlble 1IeTKOBLIE HUTH.

«Pa3peiB». OH HeMeIIeHHO 00HAXKU CBOM Med, YTOOL CPOPMUPOBATH BUXPb.
Buxph pa3opBan MHOXKECTBO O€JIbIX IIEJIKOBBIX HUTEH, HO OHU IIPOMOJIKAIM 3alyTHBaTh €ro0.

Cro3 HMH cTosam TaM, He cCMes IpoaBUraThCs Buepen. C HamagaioliuM Ha Hero BEICIIMM Ilaparosom, oH
He OBIJT yBepeH B TOM, YTOOH CTaOUIM3UPOBATHCS Ha CTYIIEHH BHIIIE; OH yIafeT.

«Csst3an». ['maza MmmepaTtopa Croii cBepKanu cepebpsiHEIM CBETOM.
«Xya Xya xya».

BecuucneHnHsle Gesble IIeIKOBbIe HUTH HEOXKUIAaHHO CO3ajid YepHEIe OBIPEL. BHYTpH OBIIIO TEMHO.
OTHU YepHBIE ObIPHL IOPOOUIIN IIOTPSICAILYI0 culy nornowenus ansa Cios MHa. B HacTodlee BpeMs
OH HEYKJIOHHO COIIPOTHUBIIAJICS YAAPHOX BOJIHE IIyCTOTH 3TOX UepHOoU THIKBEL. BHE3amHO OH OIIyTHIT
MOIOTHUTEJIbHYIO CUJY TIOTJIONeHus. B pe3ynbraTe oH 60bIlle HE MOT CTOSThL Ha CTYIEeHbKe, U OBI
BHIHYK[I€H OCTYIIUTHCS.

Cpasy noce Toro, Kak oH colres ¢ 1ecTHulbl, Cio3 MH moBepHYJICS U SPOCTHO YOApHUI
60:xkecTBeHHBIM MeuoM. OCNTenIuTebHbIM IOTOK MeYa Hadasl feicTBoBaTh 6e3ymepkHo. OH ocamu
IaneKyo YepHYIo ORIPY. ITa YepHas Oblpa 3akosie0asach, HO 0OCTajach TaM, XOTs u ¢ 6osee cmaboi
CHJIOH IIOTJIOUIEHUS.

Cro3 UH ciycTuicd Ha 3eMIio, TsAas Ha YepHyto THIKBY, KOTOpas HaXOAUIaCh BEICOKO 110 JIECTHHUIIE,
npexye yeM obpaTuthcsa K MMneparopy Ciol, y KOTOPOTO GBIJIO XOJIOMHOE BhIpazxkeHue: «Thl ymMaelb
[IOMeIIaTh MHE?»

«Tpl HE UMeellb IpaBa MoIy4YuTh 3Ty YepHyto TrIKBY». [Taparon Mmnepatop Ciou X0JI0AHO OTBETHUII.

OH 3aHMMaU 3TO MeCTO B TeUeHUe AJIUTEeIbHOr0 nepuoaa. YepHas TriKBa monKHa ObITH ero! HUKTO
He JOJIXKEH OyMaThb O TOM, YTOOBI CXBaTHUTD €e€.

«KaxeTcst, MHE CHa4aJjla IPUAETCS BHIIBEIPHYTH TeOsi». XOJIOMHBIN CBET BCIBIXHYI B T'la3ax Ciod
UHa.
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