— C-crapuuii... — Banb CuHB, YCIIOKOUB CBOE cepfilie, cOOpancs ¢ MBICISIMU U MEIIEHHO OTBETHUII, —
ctrapmwmii, Xoy LluH, yuyenuk L3saH YxkaHs, mompocun KHsa3s Cilos HalTH KEHIIUHY, KOTOPYIO 30ByT
L3er FOHB. ¥ Mnapinero emé Torga MosiBUINCH TOA03PEHUs, Bedb TaK 3Bajid XKeHy MacTepa LI3sH
UKoHS.

Craphlll €eBHYX ClerkKa Cy3un riasa: — [Ipogonxkai.

Cepoit cTapUK IIOCIIEITHO KUBHYMI: — He Tak maBHO Bo3ie CesmeHHoW OOUTENN ¥ MOIOAOT0 MacTepa
JInHs OblT KOHQIUKT C KyNlbTuBaTOpoM. CHavaja UX pyraHb BHTJIgAena 0ObYHOM, HO KOTia
nosiBusics Xoy LluH, To 0H 0YeHb YBaXKUTEIbHO 00palascs K ToMy 4eJIOBEKY U 3BaJl ero npegkom!
Y3HaB 00 9TOM, s IIOMIPOCHUJT CBOUX JIIOfIel HApHCOBATh MHE ITOPTPET TOTO KyJIbTUBATOPA. Tak BOT,
BBITJISIIUT TOT YEJIOBEK TOYHO TaK Xke, Kak YOuiina [I[pakoHOB Ha KapTHHE...

— Touno Tak xKe?! — cropOeHHOE TEJI0 CTAPOT0 €BHYyXa MEJIEHHO BHIIPSIMUIIOCH U Y HETO
y4aCTHJIOCH IbIXaHUe, YTO elle 0osblile MoTpscio Bans Cuns.

— W roe 9TOT Ky/IbTUBATOpP Ceildac? — CIPOCUJI CTaphIi €BHYX.

— B gome Xoy LluHa.

EBHYyX TyT 2Ke pa3BepHYJICS U ero Gpurypa MrHOBEHHO McCYe3J1a IIPSIMO Ha rjla3aX y CTapukKa.

Boanaws CuHb IIPOCTOLAJI OKOJIO MUHYTEI, ITPEXKOEe 4eM OKOHYATEJIbHO HpPIfITI/I B ce0s.

CeropiHs OH YBUOEJ CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO TOTO, BO UTO OBLIIO TPYOHO 1MOBepuTh. Llensiit CBATOM GBI
3aMaCKHUPOBaH I0f eBHYyXa, KpOMe TOT0, IIOSIBUJICA TOT, KTO MOT 0Ka3aThCs OPEBHUM CBSTHIM C
TUTYJIOM YOuUIE [IpakoHOB!

HeMmHoro mogyMaB, cTapiK OpOCHU B3I/ HA KAPTUHY U ITOCIEITHO BEHIIIEN U3 3ajla, HO OH He
TIOKKMHYJI IBOPEL], a HaIlpaBUJICS Ha BCTPeUy ¢ uMmnepaTopoM Benukoro Heba.

I[Tpoiins yepe3 HeCKOJILKO IMPOIYCKHEIX IYHKTOB, OH YCIIEIITHO BCTPETUI MYKUYHUHY CPETHUX JIeT,
omeToro B Oeroe.

— T'ociopus CuHb, 5 CIIBIIAT, ¥ BaC KO MHE KaKOe-TO CPOYHOE [IeJI0? — CIIPOCUJI MyK4YHUHa.

Bsub CuHb BEMT cebs MOYTHUTEILHO IIepe HKMIIePaTopoM, Bemb TOT ObIT B chepe CBSATOTO, a TaKkKe
uMeJl 6e3rpaHUYHYIO BJIAaCTh, KOTOPYIO YAEepPKKBaN yKe IATh ThICIY neT. ETo omacanuck MHOTHE U
CTapauCh IOAEepKUBATh C HUM [IPYKECTBEHHEBIE CBA3U!

— HMMmepaTop, S CTONKHYJICS C KOe-4eM CTPAHHEIM, 9TO MOXKET OBITh CBSI3aHO C MCYE3HYBIIEH
uMIepaTpuileit Benukoro Heba!



Be3bpexHoe JTUI0 MyXKYKWHE CJIeTKa H3MEHMIIOCh, OH MPHCMOTPEJICS K CTAapPUKY U CIipocui: — C
Hei? Trl 3Haelllb, HACKOJIBKO CEePhE3HO TO, YTO TH cKa3as? OHa mpormaja 6e3 BeCTH MHOTO JIeT Ha3af.
¢ cuuTalw, 94TO OHA yXKe JaBHO IepepoauiIach, u He pas!

— Bl nomauTE YO6uiiny [JpakoHOB?

— KoneuyHo nomH10. OH OUH M3 MePBBIX CBITHIX HAIIIEr0 MUPA, KOTOPHIHM co31an 6eCCMepPTHYIO
TEXHUKY, ¥ OH Ke OblI 04eHb 0JIM30K ¢ uMIepartpulieit Benukoro Heba. {1 maxke 3Hai0 0 TOM, YTO
OIOHAXK[EI UMIIEpATPHUIIA CKa3alla, YTO Y Hero O0JIblIe IIaHCOB, YeM Y He€, TOCTHYh ITOC/IEIHETO Iara
Ha ITyTHU COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHUS. 2Kajb, YTO B UTOT'e HUKTO HE CMOT CHEJaTh 3TOT IIar... Bc€, 4To ot
HEr0 0CTaJI0Ch, — JIMIIb ITapa YYEHUKOB, — IIPOTOBOPHUII UMIIEPATOP.

— 4 Bupen Csitoro Y6uiiny JIpakoHOB!

— Bupen?! Moxert, Te6ss 0OMaHyIX UK Thl HEJABHO HE TY IUJIIOJIIO IIPUHSTI, YTO ¥ Te0s Tak
TIOMYTHEJI0? — MyXKYHWHa CJIeTKa HaxMypUJICS.

— MiMmepaTop, 5 IOAXOANUII K KapTHHE B XpaMe U CPaBHUJI BCe YEPTOYKHM, OH BHITTISAUT TOYHO TaK
JXKe, KaK HapuCOoBaHHBIN YOuiilia [IpakoHos! KpoMme Toro, B xpaMe, oKa3biBaeTcs, Obls1 CBaTOM! —
Baup CHHB paccKasal BCE, YTO CeTOfHS IPOU30ILIO.

JIuio MY2KYHWHEL CDEOHHUX JIET CTAJIO H&HpH}KéHHHM.

Bo mBopiie npsiTancs HEU3BECTHHIA eMy CBATOR?

KTo 3TO MOT OBITE?

OH Bemb caM CBATOM U BO ABOPIIE MHOXKECTBO (hopMaliuii, Apyromy KyJabTUBATOPY 3TOM cheprl OymeT
O4YeHb HeJIeTKO BOUTH ciofa 6e3 pa3pelieHusi, 6ynyuu He3aMeUeHHBIM.

A VHaue ero MMIIEPHUIO YKe NaBHO OBl 3aXBaTUII KaKOW-HUOYOb CBSITOM, XKeJaloui TOXUBUTHCS
COKpOBUlllaMu!

[Topa3MebicniuB, ©MIIepaTop cKa3all: — [I0CKOJIbKY 3TO [ejI0 UMeeT KakKoe-TO OTHolIeHue K Xoy Lluny,
yhoenu 9ToMy 00Jibllle BHUMaHUS. A ellé g Cblmaj, 4To 1[35H YK9Hb HalnpaBiaseTCs B CTONIUILY.
[Tpurmacu ero BO ABOPEIl, KOTHa OH MPUOYAET, Y MEHSI K HEMY PasroBOp.

— Ectp!



Y oco0OHsKa Xoy LIuHa cTosan CTapHK, II0 €ro JIuIy OBLTI0 BUOHO, YTO OH CHJIBHO KOjebascs.

OxpaHa ocoOHsSKa [TOCYUTAlIa ero MoBefieHNue CTPAaHHBEIM, T03TOMY OBICTPO OKPYKUIIA €T0.

— Crapuk, TH 3HAKOM C MacTepoM X0y? — CIPOCUJI OOUH U3 CTpaxKeu.

— Her, — mokay4an ronoBor CTapuK.

— Pa3 TeI He 3Haelllb IOCHOgWHA, TO 3a4eM CTOUIIb 3[eCh U IMSAIUIILCI Ha ero I[OM?

— ¥V Xoy LluHa ceryac rocts, BEPHO?

— 3aueM THI 9TO crpalnuBaenib?! KakoBa TBOA 1e/b?!

OxXpaHHUKYU HAaCTOPOXKHUJIUCS.

— §1, BeposiTHO, 3HAKOM C T'OCTEM B BallleM 0COOHSIKe, HO He yBepeH. CMOXKeTe JIi BEl 9TO IepegaTh?

MyX4YWHBI IEPETIITHYIUCh U ONUH U3 HUX CKa3al: — f moiiy cupolry 00 3TOM, XKOU 3[eCh.

— 3a0ymbTe, 1 caM BOMAY! — moKayvas rojIoBOM CTapHK.

CTpazxu IpUIIIK B SPOCTh, HO IIpeXK/e YeM yCIeNId YTO-TO CHeNlaTh, X OKyTajla MOIIHasd aypa, 13-3a
KOTOPOM y HUX TIOYTH He OBII0 BO3MOXKHOCTH CABUHYTHCS C MecTa!

OTa aypa Ovlna gaxe BHIIE, YeM Y UX rocrogrHa Xoy!

"Caron?!" — My>K4UHBI IIOHSIN, KTO HAaXOAUJICA Ilepel HUMH.

Ho kak npocToy Ha BUJ CTapuk oka3ajcsa CBATHIM? HeyxXenu OH IIpaBha 3HaeT IOCTS jiopha Xoy?

Crapuk Me[IJIeHHO BOIIEN B pe3uAeHIuio. ['me Okl OH HU MMPOXOIUJI, BCE 3aCThIBAIU HA MECTe U He
MOTJIH IOLIEBEIUTHCS.

[Tomo6GHOe OGRICTPO MpUBNeKIo BHMaHue Xoy [luHa u Hun 11, KoTophle HAallpaBUIUCh EMY
HaBCTpeyy.

— 970 CBATOM, — CKa3aJl I0OHOIIIA.



[TapeHb OCTaBajICs PaBHOAYIIEH: — ['OCTIOOWH, BaM XBATUT CUJI CIIPABUTHLCS C HUM? Ecnu BbI cMOXKeTe
ero 3afiepKaTh, TO CHJIBI CTOIUIIBI OBICTPO OTPEarupyioT Ha IIyM.

— ITonpobyio, — ynei0HyICca Hun Lu.

HOHoma xoTten yBumeTs cuimy CBSITOTO U Y3HATh, CMOXKET JIM TAaKOW KYJIbTUBATOP YIPOKATh EMY CO
cepoii Tpru3pavHOTo MHUpa.

Ctapuk OBICTPO OAOLIEN GIvMKe U BCTANM B MeTpax nsté oT Hun [u. Ero ria3a 6b11u TPUKOBaHEL K
IOHOIIIE.

Hun Llu cMOTpen Ha HEro U BHE3AIHO OTBEPT UIel0 HaladaTk, IIOTOMY YTO HE3HAKOMEI] eMy
ITOKa3aJICs He BpaXmeOHBIM.

— M... Mm-MacTep! — BOPYT CTApUK 3aTOBOPHUJI XPUILIIEIM T'OJIOCOM.
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