— HpI/IBeTCTByeM KOpOJ'IH! — IIPUCYTCTBYKOIIIKE IMUJINHU BCTAJIM Ha IepegHne KOJIEHHW, BhIPAaXKasa
FHY6OKOG YBaXKeHue CBOeMYy I'llaBe.

To ke caMoe crenany Bce, KTO HAaXOUJICS B TOPOME, HO HUKTO He MOT OTBECTH B3TJIsIIa OT KOPOJIS.

I71st GONBINMHCTBA YBUIETh €r0 ObII0O HACTOSIIUM YyOOM, TaK KaK MHOTHE, POXKUB HEBEPOSTHO
IONIT0, HY pa3y He MOJTy4YasIu TaKOi BO3MOXKHOCTH!

Temeph ke OHU BUENH, UTO TeJIO Koposig LiunuHel ObIJIO B IBa pa3a 00Jiblile, 4eM §¥ OOBIYHOTO
IIVJIMHS, BEITTISIAEN OH 6GoJiee 671aropoiHO U HaMHOT'0 MolHee!

30710TOM IIUINHB, CKOBaHHBIM cusiol Huu L[y, He MOT IIOKJIOHUTHLCS, EMY OCTaBajIOCh JIUIIbL CMOTPETh
Ha KOPOJISt ¥ B3TJISIOM IIPOCUTH O TIOMOIITH.

— T®I ¥ €CTh KOPOJIb? — IOHOIIIa OCMOTPEJT CUTbHO BBHIAEJISIONIET0Cs IIUINHS ¥ TIOHSJTI, YTO OH OBIT He
TakK yXK xopoi, kKak L[3tou ['yit. B myuiem cnydae Ha muke 6egctust Ceppra.

Wcxopnst u3 pacuéta Hun 1lu, ocTanbHble cTapedinibl BepxoBHoro CoBeTa ObUIM TPUMEPHO Ha TAKOM
JKe YpOBHe.

— Tr1 BoxecTBO! — KOpOJIb BHUMATENIBHO CMOTPEJT Ha I0HOIILY XOJIOAHEIM B3TJIALOM.

Panee oH X0Tes oKa3aTh CBOIO CUJy, HO IIapeHb IIPOCTO HAIlAJI Ha Hero!

OpuH ynmap u oH OBl paHeH!

3JTtoro YOoapa XBaTHJIO, YTOOBI ITOJTHOCTRIO JIUIIUTH €0 3PeHus B IIPABOM I'JIa3y.

— CnaboBat THI Oymemts s mydinero Mmacrepa B IlIsHb JIo, He oXupman s TaKOT0, COBCEM He 0XKHUAAI,
— Hus Llu pa3odyapoBaHHO MOKayasl rOJI0BOH.

A XKsub Y Cr05 OBl TOPazkKEH BMECTE C OCTAJIbHBIMU ITUIHHAME. VIX KOPOJIb OBIJT CHIbHEHIINM, TaK
KaK 9TOT [TapeHb CMEeT TaK er0 YHUXKAaTh?

JIromu, HaXOsIIIHecs B TOPOe, BCE BOIIPOCUTEILHO TOCMOTpeu Ha Hul Llu.

— THI TOTy4YUs BO3MOXKHOCTh, KOTOPYIO MBI HCKaJI HEBEPOSITHO [OJIT0, y TeOs HEeT IpaBa Tak
roBopuTh 060 MHE! — BO3pa3uiI KOPOJIb C OTTEHKOM I'HeBa B T'0JIOCE.

OHU TPYOUIUCH CTOIBKO JIET, HO B UTOTE UX OIEePEeNn MJIafAllni, 4YTO BEI3BAJIO Pa3fmop Cpenu
CTapeuINH COBETa.



JIuis yYuThIBas Ha[BUTAIONIYIOCS KaTacTpody BCce pa3oIuIuch 6e3 60si.

— Trl mpaBpa citab, TH Ke IPOCTO Ha nuke OemcTBus Ceppla, BEPHO? — C MOMO3PEHHEM CIIPOCHIT
Hun 1u.

FOHoma fyman, 4To KOposb OymeT B UeTBEPTOM OeICTBUM, HY UM HA KPalHUM Clly4all B TPETHLEM.

A uT0 B utore? OH OBLI CIIUAIIKOM CJ1ab!

— Hy u uto? C Kakou 1ienbio Thl npuinen? [lepexonu K meny! — cka3aa KOpPOIb.

— O, THI IpUKa3aJ JIoAsSM CXBaTUTh MeHs U yOuTh, HO pagu Xo L[y g1 He cTaHy BaM MCTUTb. [Ipomry
BAaC MUPHO TIepefaTh MHE JeCSITEPHIX XKEeHIIUH U MYXKYKUH, TOTHa 5 3a6yay 0 TOM, UTO BBl XOTENIH
cIenaTh, — OTBETHJI IOHOIIIA.

— Kopons, oH HacTosui 6aHAUT, T0XKaIyiCTa, IPOYYUTE ero! — Tpoe CTapeMIlnH, IPUMePHO
paBHHIX buH [y, TyT Xe 3aKkpuyani.

— MomnyaTh! — npuKasaj KOpOJik.

YTuxoMUpHUB UX, KOPOJIb 3afaj BOIPOcC oHolIe: — [ToueMy g JoJKeH CleloBaTh TBOUM yKa3aM?

Hun Lu yneibHymncs: — IToToMy 4TO MOM Kysiak 00JIbIlie TBOETO!

— Bornbiie? — MuarHL TPOMKO PacCMesiics.

Ho 3atem Hun [lu moMuarsncs ¢ KyJlakoM OIpsAMO K HEMY. Yaap Ka3aJjiCs MIPOCTHIM U MeOJIEHHBIM, HO
yeM OMXKe OH ITOAXOOMI K KOPOJII0, TEM MOIIIHee CTaHOBUIICS. LIUTMHD XOTEN YKIIOHUTHLCS UK
y0exaTh, HO IIOHSJI, YTO HE MOT IIOIIEBENIUTh CBOUM TEJIOM.

Bbai!

JleBas rima3HuIla KOPOJIs CTaja TEMHO-CUHEW, OHAKO 3TOT yOap He OTKUHYII eT0o Ha3af.

Bce Habmromanyu 3a 9TUM B ITIOKE ¥ HEBEPHH.

Kaxk ux KOposb MOT IIOJIyYUTh TAKOU IIPOCTOM yHap?

— Crnepyrouwii yoap 6ymeT yxe B IIOJTHYI0 MOIO CHITy, — IPeIyIpPenns I0HOIIA.



— TTomoxkaou MUHYTKY! — 3aBM32Kajl KOPOJIb, a IMOCJIe IIOCMOTPeJT Ha IUIHHEeH mo3aau cebst, — JecsaTh
MYXYKH, OeCsSTh XKEHIIWH, BEl YTO €T0 He cibimanu? JJaBaite OrICTpee!

— Ho...

— B&I uTO X0THTE, YTOOB! HAIll KJIaH OB YHUUTOXEH? — IIPOKPUYAIT KOPOJIb.

TOMBKO B 3TOT MOMEHT IIMJIMHU OKOHYATeIbHO YOeqUIIHCh, YTO UX HelmoOeAUMEBIN KOPO/Ih OKa3asics
citabee 9TOr0 YeI0BeYeCKOTo I0HOIIIH.

Bckope nozagu Huu [y mOSBUNKCE ABAAIATh ITUNMUHEN C TOHAKIIMMY JIUIIAMH.

TpI/I UIINHA, Ybs CHUJIa Onlsta He citabee bun ]_[I/I, TaK2XKeé HaXOJUJINCh B 9TOU TpyIie.

KneikacTeiii MyK4uuHa HaOmoganm 3a 9TUM U 6€CKOHTPOIBHO OPOKaJjl, OQHOBPEMEHHO C 9TUM IIPO cebs
MoJgch: "Yxogute ckopee! He cMoTpuTe Ha MeHsa! MeHsa TyT HeT!"

Ho, BugrMo, MOJTUTBEL cpa60Tan1/1 B O6paTHYIO CTOPOHY U B3I'JisAq Hun 11 ocTaHOBUIICS Ha HEM.

Korpga aTo yBupen caM MyX4rHa, ero cepflle 3aMepJio.

— Buxy, TH 0YeHb BepeH UM, fa?

— Crapuuii, HeT, BBl BCE He Tak IMOHSANHU. {1 HUKOrma He OB UM BepeH, IoXKajyicTa, IPOCTUTE MeHs!
— 3aBepenaa MyXK4YrHa, YeM BhI3Bajl HEIOBOJILCTBO Y LIUTUHEH.

— Bpar XK9Hb, TH TONBKO TOCMOTPH, KaK 3TOT AyPaK Imepeo0yBaeTcst! — paccMesiyics I0HOIIa.

— JleiicTBUTENMBHO... — Y C109 OBIJT pa304apoBaH HUUTOXKHOM CIIJIOYEHHOCTHIO KlaHa LIunuHs.

— JlapHO, TOKOEM, HaM €ellle B OOHO MeCTO HY2KHO CXOAUTh, — CcKa3ay Hun Ly u BMecTe co cBoen
TPYIIIION TOMYaJICsS B APYTYIO CTOPOHY.

Korga onu YLIjIn 1 BCE CTHUXJIO, HAaCTpPO€eHHE Y OCTAaBIINXCS IUIHHEeN YIIaJio HUXKeE IIJINHTYCAa,
IIOJIOKEHNE MX KIaHa, KaK CUJIbHEHNIIEro, MOXKET TMOMIATHYTBC.

Koponb [Iunuued ocTaBajcs 0e3pa3muyeH, HO IIOCe ITOCMOTPEN Ha CBOUX JIIofeH U crpocuil: — Yero
BBl HOC OITYCTUJIA?

— Ho Kopors...



— OTOT IMTapeHb AyMall, 94TO C €T0 CHUJION CMOXKeT Io0euTh MeHs, HO Ha CaMOM JeJjie OH HUYTO.
HpOCTO €ro OeuCTBUS HaO60pOT IIOMOT'dal0T MOEMY IIJIaHYy, — CKa3aJl KOPOJIb U UCYe3.

B TO XKe Bpems.

I'me-To mocpenu 3BE3MHOT0 HeOa MOSBUIICS IOHOIIIA C IBYMS CHHSIKAaMHU Ha Tla3ax, BOKPYT, 3a
O0IbIIMM KPYTJIBIM CTOJIOM, CUeNH ogu. Bce oHM OblIM puMepHO paBHE! L[3to# I'yi0, cpeu HUX
onimu boxecTBa TpeThero 6emcTBus!

— Yepr, MeHs 310 Oecut. Ecu OBl 5 MPUIIEN Ty[la CBOUM HACTOSIIAM TEeJI0OM, TO YOuI OBl er0 OOHOU
7IeBOM! — CepAUTO IPOrOBOPUII FOHOLIA.

— Ban Ly, He cepauck, oH 3a0past BCEro JUIIh IBAAIaTh YeJIOBEK. B HallleM Mupe 4JIeHOB TBOETO
K/laHa 0oJlee yeM JOCTAaTOYHO, — CKa3a/l MyX4YKWHa CPeNHUX JIeT B OeIol ofexe.

Ha ero romoBe BUOHENIKUCH IBa POra, a caM oH Ovl1 BoxkecTBoM GemcTBust I'ops.

— Baii JlyH, a y Te6s1 camoro pa3Be mpobiieM He OymeT? Xa-xa, s TOMHIO, YTO KOTa-TO 3TOT MTapeHb
ObLT yOuT TOOOM, BepHO? ITpsiMO celyac OH HaMpaBuics B KitaH JladypHoro [IpakoHa! —
YXMBIJIbHYJICS IOHOIIIA, @ KOTIa 3TO YCIBIIIAI MyXK4Y1Ha, ero OPOBU PE3K0 HaXMYPHUIIKCE.
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