— W Korpa MHe X[aaTh pe3yabTaToB? — paccMesiica Hun 1u.

"BaiicioaHb, yCIOKoOMCs, cTapeimuHa JIto [lyi pa3bepétcs ¢ aTuM", — cKa3an YxkaHb JIuH yepes
mepenaydy 3ByKa.

T'omoc crapetmunst JTro Illys cran 6oee X0IOOHEIM: — f1 XKe CKa3asl, YTo pa3bepych C 9TUM, 3HAUUT
pas3bepycs!

— 4 He cobupaioch XKaaTh, YTOOE IOTOM BEPHYTHCS U CHOBA 3aCTaTh TOT (PaKT, YTO CTaperIInHa
peln aTakoBaTh ceKpeTaps YKaHb JIMHA, IBITAsICh MPUTPO3UTL MHE, YTOOBI I 0TKA3a/ICA OT CBOEU
monu B KoMIaHuu Bocxopsiero [IpakoHa. OH X0Tesl IPUCBOUTH BCE cebe, ST MPABUIBHO TOHUMAI0?
MtI TouHO BCé emté TéMHbIM CoBeT, WK Ky4ka OaHOUTOB, HalleJIeHHBIX He Ha mobey Hag BepXxoBHBEIM
CoBeToM, a Ha MUYHOE oborairenue? A ciwiman, ctapeiimuta [Ty JIo paHbiie ObIJT reHepaIbHbIM
cekpeTapéM. MHe 0CTaETCs TOILKO 3afaBaThCsl BOIIPOCOM, HACKOJIBKO €T0 NeMCTBUS TOTHa OblIn
KOMIIETEHTHEI, IOTOMY YTO CEMYac S BUXKY NUIIb 6e3mapsi, HeIOCTOMHOT0 ObITh CTapeUIInHOM! —
BeICKa3asncsa Hun In.

Bce BokpyT yauBUnuChk TOMy, 4TO cTapeumnuHa [1y JIo Hanan Ha Yxk3Hb JIuHa.

Il BCeX cTapeNIuHbI ObIT 0OBEKTOM IMOUYTEHUS U YBaXKEHHUsI, MHOTHE CTPEMUIIUCH CTAaTh TAKUMHU
KaK OHU. bojiee TOTo, uX COBET OBII TaK CIIJIOUEH HMEHHO ITOTOMY, YTO BCE MIPUOEPIKUBATIUCH CTPOTUX
IIPaBUJI, @ CTAPEHIINHE KOHTPOJIHUPOBAIN 3TOT IpoIiecc. Emé HUKOra HUKTO He CJIBIIIAI, YTOOB!
KaKOH-TO CTapelIlrHa He II0 Aejly Halajl Ha Myafauero!

Ecnu yx BrIcIIze YuHb TéMHOro CoBeTa CTajIu IOXOOUTh Ha OOBIYHBIX CTAPEHIINH BO BHEITHEM
MEpe, TO PAHO UM ITO3THO COBET Pa3BaIUTCS!

— IMoctatouno! — 3akpuyan JIw Iy, u ero cunbHasg aypa ycrpeMusnacs npsamo K Hus 1u.

"IleBsTh BHyTpeHHUX Bpat!"

B 9TOT MOMEHT aypa IOHOIIM yBEINYUIacCh B COTHU pa3, C IIOMOIIIbIO Yero OH OCTaHOBUII aTaKy
CTapEUILINHEL.

— IIpenok, oH MPOCTO YEPTOB BEICKOUKa. OH ToNMbKO mocTur MimmepaTopa Hebec, a yxKe mocMmen
IIOJHSTh PYKY Ha CTApeMIInH U YKa3blBaTh UM 4TO fienaTh. HebGnarogapHbeiii ManbyuIllKa, KOTOPHIN
1103a0bII 0 TOM, KTO €0 3alllMilal, IT0Ka OH He JOCTHUT IecToro rnapcrea!l — ckasan Iy Jlo.

Ero rosoc pa3uéccs mno Bcemy mrady Témuoro CoseTa.

Korma Hus 1y ycrnbian ero, TyT 2Ke TPOMKO paccMesinics: — Korpa st BnepBble mpuObUT B TEMHBIH
CogeT, mopa YxkaHb JIun no3abotusncs 060 MHe U IOMOT focTuYb cheprl Kapmbl. MHOTHE 00 9TOM
3HAIOT, HO THl BCE PABHO IIOCMeJI MOJHATH Ha HEro PyKy. HeyKenu Thl, IPOXKUB CTONIBKO JIET, HE



MOragascs YTo 3a 9TUM IOCTIeayeT? — I0CJie CKa3aHHOT0 I0HOIIa mocMoTpen Ha JIwo Illys, — sty
Tpo6IeMy MOKHO PEIIUTDb TOBKO CETOHs, HHAa4Ye CKOJIbKO OBl BHI MEeHS He OUJIH, ITPY MOeH CKOPOCTH
KyJIbTUBAIMK, B CKOPOM OyIylIeM Jake BaM He XBAaTUT CUJI TOOeIUTh MEeHs, TOTHa S CIIPOIIY C Bac
o0oux 3a IMPOoU30IIeNlIee, BOT TOJILKO TOTa yKe He OyIeT HUKOT0, KTO CMOXKET 3aIlUTUTh Bac!

Korpa 3asiBneHue HOHOLIA IIpO3BYy4alio, BCe CJIeTKa mob6IemHEeNH.

Yxkoub JIuH HepBHUYA, a LI3t0 KyHb, HallpoTUB, Clierka IoKpacHesl, II0TOMY YTO ero KPOBb KUIlesia
6oeBeIM HacTpoeM. OH mopamepkuBa pemenre Hun Ly u ToO, YTO I0HOIIA XOTEJT CIEIaTh!

— ¢ He oxKuIad, YTO 3TOT MaJbYUIIKA OYIEeT TaK ero 3alluiiaTh... — npo0yonun Lu H.

Ty Ilo ¢ opyruMu MacTepaMy Be4yHOCTH IeperisHyIuch, a 3aTeM [IPONOJIKHUIIA CMOTPETh Ha I0HOLLY,
YOUBJISASCEH €T0 CMeJIoCTH!

— IIpenok, OH CIUIIKOM BHICOKOMEPHBIH! — BOCKIMKHYN [1y Jlo, — ecnu oT Hero He u30aBUTHCS, TO
OH pa3pymuT Bech TémHEIN CoBeT!

Omnaxo JTro [lyit Kone6ancs, pa3MBIIIISAsS O TOM, YTO cKa3an HuH Llu.

CrycTs mapy CEeKyHI B IIyCTOTE MOSIBUIIOCH €IlIé HeCKONIbKO (Guryp. Bce onu ObITH CTapeduImHaMu, HO
KaK TOJIbKO OHU TOSIBUIKCH, [Ty JIo 0TOPOCUI CBOE CBUPETIOE MOBEIEHNE U CTajl BHITISIAETH TaK,
OynTo ero oOuOenyu caMbIM XKECTOKAM 00pa3oM.

— JIro Illyit, 51 yke roBopun tebe, uTo I1y JIo mpeBHICKII CBOM IIOJTHOMOYMS, HE XOPOIIO 3TO OCTABIISThH
0e3HaKa3aHHBIM.

— HyxHo pa3pemuTs 9T0 Aemo ans baiicioans. Terneps on MMnepatop Hebec u, mo cytu, MoxeT
CUMTAThCS TAKUM XKe, KaK Mbl. EC/IM THI pelluins HanacTh Ha Hero, To cTapeniuHa TyH TSaHb 9TOTr0
TakK He OCTaBHUT.

[Mocnenuuit ronoc 6ui1 Hun Llu oyens 3HAKOM, UM OB cTapeinia CUpuUyc, 4To IIaHUPOBAJI B3ATh
€ro B YUEHUKHU.

— W 4to0 BH npennaraete? — crupocun JIro Hlyu.

— Ilycts cpasurtca ¢ balicioaneM, TOT, KTO IPOUTPAET, IPUHECET CBOM U3BUHEHUS, — OTBETUI
Cupuyc.

MHorue mocYuTaNy 9TO BePHBEIM pelleHreM, Beb 3TO ObIJIO IOBOJIBHO IIPOCTO: Y KOTO OO0JIbIle KYJIaK,
TOT ¥ TIPaB.



Onnaxo ITy Jlo aTomy siBHO OBLIT HE paji, BeOb OH YyBCTBOBAJI CBOIO cnabocTh nmepen Hun 1u.

— Xoporto, mycTs cpa3stcs, [Ty Jlo, s omonxy Tebe apTedakT Xaoca, — ckasarn JIio Illyii, a 3aTem
B3MaxHYJI PYKO# U Iepef HUM I0sBUNIach ronybas OycuHa, ToXoxKas Ha JparoleHHbI KaMeHb.

Ona nopnetena K Iy JIo u 3aCThIa, B TO K€ BPeMSI U3 HEE BRIPBajaCh HEBEPOSITHO Pa3pyILUTEbHAS
aypa.

910 OBLIa cujia Xaoca!l

I'nasa Iy Jlo 3aropenuck, OH TYT 2Ke CXBATUJI OYCUHY U C HACMEIIKON ITOCMOTPesI Ha IoHoIry: — Hy
maBai cpaxkaTbCs, He 3a0yab MOTOM, KOTHa MPOUTPaelllb, U3BUHUTHCS !

— Crapernmuna JIro Illyii, pa3Be 3T0 4eCTHO?

— Bailicioanb TombKO 4TO mocTur MimmepaTopa Hebec, oueBHOHO 4YTO y HEro HeT apTedakra Xaoca,
pas3Be ux 00¥ B TaKOM CiTydae OyHeT ClipaBenIuBEIM?

— O 4éM BHI, 51 €r0 NMPefok, Jai eMy II0/Ib30BaThCs CBOMM IIPOUCXO0XKAEHUEM. ECu BBl TOTOBEI
OJIOJIXKUTEL CBOM apTedakTel Xaoca, 1 He Oyay 3TOMy MeIllaTh, — PaBHOAYIIHO Bo3pa3uJ JIxo IIlyii.

— He HyXHO, — mpexae 4yeM KTO-TO ycren oTBeTuTh, HuH Ly npepBasn Bcex ¥ JocTan anylo
l'opnsgHKy beccMepTHBIX, U3 KOTOPOM UCXOOHUIIa aypa xaoca!

"ApredakT Xaoca?"

[Ty Jlo 6bin omenomnén. OH IPOBEN CTOJBKO JIeT B cepe MmmepaTopa Hebec, HO Tak u He 063aBENCS
JTUYHBIM apTedakToM Xaoca, a y 9TOr0 MaJb4YHIIKA OH yKe eCTh?

Crapettimta Jlto IIlyit u ocTanbHEIE TOXKE ObITA KpaliHe YOWBIEHH.
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