— Mama! — KanocTnuBHYM KPUK, JOHOCUBIIANCS M3 OMYIIKK I'YCTOTO Jieca, Pa3HOCHUJICS 110 OKPYTE,
OTIIyTHMBasl MHOTUX TPABOSHBIX JKMUBOTHEIX U B TOXKE BPeMs IPUBJIEKAs XUIIHUKOB. [[719 HUX
MaJIeHbKUH 6€CIIOMOIIHEIN MalbutK, IOTEPSIBIIUICS 3eCh, OB JIaAKOMBEIM KYCOYKOM.

Wpst 60CHKOM II0 TBEPHOM 3eMJie, JIoMasi MonafaroIrecs IMOog HOTH CyXue BEeTKH, OH 3BaJl CBOI0 MaMmy,
B HafleXK[e, YTO OHa OTKIUKHeTCs. Ho OTKIuKHeTCs 1 oHa? Pe6eHOK, M0 KOHIIa He TePSBIINN
HaJleX[bl, 9YTO ero HalyT, ellle He IOHUMAJI BCeU TOU CUTyalluH, B KOTOPOM OH OKa3asiCs. 30ech, B
3TOM 60TOM 3a0BITOM MECTe, HeT HUKOT0, KTO IIOMOT OBl €My, OH 37[eCh OfMH.

Tem BpeMeHEM COJIHIIE yKe MPaKTUUYeCKH 3allllIo 3a TOPU30HT, @ MECTHHIE JIIOOUTENN CBEXKET0 Msca
yke oOHaXKa/Iu KJIBIKY TIpY Bufe 0e33aIlUTHOW KEPTBH, HO OHU He Hamafallu cpa3y. Bo3M0oXKHO OHU
IIPOCTO K[aJIM MOOXOISIINEer0 MOMEHTA, WJIK HafdesJIuCh, YTO BOT-BOT KTO-HUOYIb IPUOET Ha €ro 308,
M TOT[la OHU BIOBOJIb IOJTAKOMSTCS. OMHAKO TOMUTENTbHOE OXUIaHKWe KOTHa-HuOyIb DOMKHO OBIIO0
IpepBaThCs. BHe3amHo HavaBIUICS TUBEHb He OCTABJISI MaIbYUKY APYTroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe Kak
HaWTH XOTh KAK0Oe-TO BpeMeHHoe YKpriTHe. OH mpocTo Oexkaj, caM He 3Has KyOa, U TeM CaMbIM
CIIPOBOLIMPOBAJI CBOMX IIpECIiefioBaTesel, KOTOpkle OpOCUNINCh B TOroHI0. OHU Oexkany napayielbHo
C HUM, TIOCTETIEHHO OKPY2Kas C ABYX CTOPOH, CKPHIBASICh 3a KyCTaMH U IEPEBbSIMU, HO HE CMOTPS Ha
3TO OH YK€ 3aMeTHJ UX. 3eMJIsI, OMbIBaeMast IOTOKOM BOJIBI, ITPeBpallianach B CKOIb3KYIO I'PSI3b,
3aTPYyOHSS MaJbYUKYy 100er, HO TOT Mpopokan 6exats 6e3 ornsaaku. Cepplle 0T cTpaxa 6emeHo
CTy4aJsio B TPYIH, a B KPOBU KUIIe] HECKOHYAEMBIN ITOTOK afipeHanuHa. M BOT, Blepenu yxke BUIHA
ropa, K MOAHOXKbI0O KOTOPOU Befa Tpoma. [logbupasich Bce 61uxKe, MalbulK MOT YBUAETh BXOM B
00mbIIIyI0, UJIM CKOPee TUTAHTCKYIO Mellepy, ¥ U3 IMOCIeIHUX CUJI OH YCKOPHIICS, XKejlasi KakK MOXKHO
ObicTpee moGpaThCs [0 Hee. A BOPYT 3TO OBLIO JIOTOBO TEX CYIIECTB, KOTOPHIE IIPECTIEN0BAIU €T0, U OH
caM 3aroHsieT ce0s B TOBYLIKY? K coXaleHUI0 HEOKPEIIIeMy yMy, IpeOsIBaBIIeMy B TaHUKE, yXKe
I037HO ObIJI0 00 3TOM JyMaThb, BeIb BCe er0 MBICIHN ObIIM ITePEeroIHE b KeTaHueM BHIKUTh.

Bri6exxaB Ha HEOOJIBITYI0 OTKPHITYI0 MECTHOCTD IIPSIMO IIePef Mellepoi, OH YK He UMeJl KaKux-mu6o
cun 6exaTh [abllle, a KOrfa HOora CKOIb3HYJIA 110 I'PS3K U OH ITOTEPSIJI PaBHOBECHE, CUTYAIIUs JIUIIh
YXyOIIXIachk. B maHuKe MBITasCh HOMOJI3TH [0 MEIIepk, OH YYBCTBOBAJ Ha ce0e WX MHOTOUMCIIEHHbIE
B3TJISIBI, @ 00EPHYBILKCH, TOTEPSII lap pe4u. T CYIIeCTBa IIPOJ0IXKAIA CMOTPETh Ha HETO CBOUMMU
XUITHBIME B3TIsggamMu. OHY HAalIOMUHAIIKA BOJIKOB, HO TOPa3a0 00JIBINNX PA3MepOB, Y HUX OBIJIO OKOJIO
TPex MaJeHbKHUX I'J1a3, ONUH U3 KOTOPHIX HaXOMUJICS YyTh BHIIIE IIPSMO 10 cepenrHe j16a, 1Ba
MOXHATHIX XBOCTA, BUJISBIIINX B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHHI, a [IBa PsIfia KIIBIKOB TOTOBHI OBLIH 3alIPOCTO
pPa3opBaTh YeJI0BeYECKYIO IJIOTh U Pa3OPOOUThL XPYIIKKe KOCTH, CJIOBHO TOHKKE BETKU. PyKu yxke
OTKA3bIBAJINChH ABUTATHCS, ¥ MaJIb4YHK IIPOCTO 3aCTHII B CTPAXe Mepefl 9TUMHU CTPAITHEIMHU
CylLlleCTBaMH, HO... TI0YEMY OHHU He HallafialoT? BonkomomoOHble MOHCTPEL HE OCMeINBAJIACh CleNlaTh
XOTs OBI IIIaT B CTOPOHY CBOEH KEPTBHI, JIUIIb CKAJIMIMCh U PHIYAJIH, a ITOC/e, CJIOBHO PEIIuB
OCTaBUTb 3Ty 3aTel0, OTCTYIUIN 00PaTHO B Yallly jleca. XOPOIIIO 3TO UM IIJI0X0, HO MaJIbYUK He
nyMai 06 3ToM, IIPOCTO PamysiCh, YTO €ro ellle He CheNu. TONMBKO ceilvac, YyBCTBYS 00erdyeHue, OH
TaKKe OILIyIall, KaK ero Jo KocTei mpobupaeT X010 1, IOHUMas, YTO Ha YJIulle JTydllle He
3ajepKUBaThCs, 3abexkar B neiepy. He cMOTps Ha TO, 4TO HOXK[b yKe He ObUI IIOMeX0i, ero ofexaa
BCE Ke yCIesa MPOMOKHYTh HaCKBO3b, OT Yero OBIIIO ellle X0JI0mHee, Ho 01aro, roe-To B riayOuHe
HellepHl OIIYINaIoCh TeII0. B0 JOBOIBHO TEMHO, IIO3TOMY ITapeHeK BHICTABUII PYKH BIIEpe[ 1
IIPOOJIKAJ UATH, TIOKA He HAaTKHYJICS Ha KaKy0-TO CTPAHHYIO CTeHY. ECTECTBEHHO M3-3a TEMHOTHI
OBITIO CJIOKHO YTO-TH00 Pa3TIseTh, HO TO TEIJIO, U1K TOYHee XKap, KOTOPLIM UCXOMMI OT CTEHHI,
CJIOBHO OT IIJTaMEHM KOCTpa, yCIIoOKauBas u corpesa. [Tomoiins mobnuxke, MalbuukK BCEM TEJIOM
IIpuzKaJcs K Hel, IBITasiCh COrPeThCs, KaK BAPYT CTeHa Haydasla ABUTAThCS, TONKHYB pebeHKa 1
3aCTaBUB €r0 YIacTh Ha 3eMJTi0. ITO OBLIO YTO-TO AEWCTBUTENIBHO OOJIBIIOE, TOPa3o GOJIbIIE, YEM TE
BOJIKH, ¥ OHO BO3BBIIIAJIOCH [I0 CAMKIX IIOTOJIKOB ITEIePHl, a SPKKe, CJIOBHO IIJIaMs I'la3a HallOMUHAIIH
3MEHuHEIe.

— YersoBek... HET, YejioBeYecKuit pebeHoK. YTo TH 3[eCh feaellb? — C HaflMEeHHbIM U



BeJIN9YEeCTBEHHBIM TOHOM CIIPOCHJIO OHO Y MaJIbYHKad, HO TOT HUYEro He OTBe4dall. B ronose u nepen
T'Jla3aMU BC€ IIJIBIJIO, CHUJIBI IIOKHUOAJIX TE€JIO X BOT-BOT OH Y2K€ I'OTOB OBLII OKOHYATEIJIBHO OTPY6I/ITBC${,
HO IIPOOOJIZKaJl CMOTPETh B 9TH OTHEHHEIE I'Jla3a BAJIBIM U COHHBIM B3TJISAOOM.

— Ma...Ma... — OYeHb TUXO IIpOu3HEeC MAJIbYHK, II0CJIe 9EeT0 €TI0 CO3HAaHNE Ha4dadjld IIOTPYyZXKaAThbCs B
FHY6OKHﬁ COH, 1 IIOCNIegHee, 4YTO OH YYBCTBOBAJI, 3TO KdK €TI0 OKYTHIBA€ET y2K€ 3HAaKOMOE TEeIIJIO.

Baumanue! STOT nepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, eIl€ He TOTOB.
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