U Bc€ XKe, IO KAKOU-TO IPUYKHE, CIIYCTSI HEKOTOPOE BPeMS OH OTKPHLI Ita3a. COH CMEHSIICS
60IpPCTBOBAHUEM, €T0 MBICTI CTaHOBUJIACH BCE SICHEE U siCHee. B crayibHOM MellKe CTalo
HEBLIHOCUMO AYIIHO.

Kieo paccTernyn 3aCTEXKY U BHICYHYJI U3 MeEIIKa PyKH ¥ HOTH. JIETKUY MOT UCIIapUIICH,
CMEHHUBIINCH IPUSITHOU MPOXJIafon. Kneo noTsaHysncs, pa3MruHas 3aTEKIIEE TeJO, X TYT er0 OCEHUIIO.

Jlo3a meByLIKY BOKPYT €0 JIOOBIKKY, CJIOBHO HEXKHO IIIeK04Ya er0 HOTY, IJIaBHO COCKOJb3HYIa. OHa
u3nana HeOOIbIION 3BYK, YIIaB Ha II0J.

«... 9YT0 9T0? YTO 9TO 3HAUUT?».
OT TaKoOro HEOXKUOAHHOTO PA3BUTHUS COOBITHM OH 3a0bII, KAK MOPraTh, U YCTABUIICS B OIIEIIEHEHUH.

9TO COCTOsIHKE IIPOIOJIKAIOCH MUHYT IISITh, I0KA KPUK JaIEKOM COBEI, HaKOHell, He mpuBén Kieo B
yyBcTBa. OH pOOKO OKJIMKHYII IEBYILIKY, KOTOpAs JOJIKHA Obl1a HAXOMUTHCS 3a IePEBOM.

- ... 9-311, OHa OTLENHUJIaCh, 3HAEIIL?
OH momoXxmasa HeMHOTO... U e1lé momoxmarl...
- [Ixx..., - meByIlIKa B34OXHYJla B OTBET.

Kneo, 60sich crienaTh BAOX, BEICYHYII TOJIOBY U3 1IeNd. JIYHHBIM CBET JTUJICS CKBO3b IPOCBETHI B
TIepeIyieTeHUN TUCTHEB U BETBEH, MATKO OCBelllasi 3eMJIi0. Y OCHOBaHHUS [iepeBa B IBYX-TPEX MeTpax
OT HETO, MTPUCJIOHUBIIKCH K CTBOJTY, CTOSI/IA TeHb. ITO OBL/Ia IeBYIIKA.

- [Ixx... OxX...

[Toxoxke, OHa KpemnkKo craja. E€ TeHb cierka Kojblxaiach B TaKT C ObIXaHUEM.

YyscTBO cTpaxa oxBaTuio Kieo.

«Temneps g MOTY YUTU?».

keksk

Kak cobaka uiy KOIIKa MOTYT BUEThL CHEI, TaK U JeBOYKa-3BEPh BUEsa BOIIIEOHbIE CHEIL.
O=na oKa3saach y 03epa, KOTOpoe KOIfa-T0 CIyKUJIO el KUTUILEM.

Ha moBepxHOCTHU BOIHI, IPUMEPHO B IECSITH MeTpax OT 6epera, MoYeMy-To TOPYaso OgHO aepeBo. Ha
BepXYIIIKe JiepeBa cupea o0e3bsHa 1 Oujla B JIafomIK, 4TOOH 3anyraTh e€. «CerogHs TOT AeHb, Koraa
s mo#iMaro Tebsi». [leBouKa MPOTSHYIA JTUAHEI CO CIIMHBEL. B 9TOT MOMEHT OTKYyHa HY BO3bMHUCH
TIOSIBUJICST MA/Ib4YHK, KOTOPBIM PUCOBAJI KAPTUHEI, ¥ IIPECEK €€ IMOIBITKY:

- TeI 3HaEIIIb, YTO 9TO JI0KHas 06e3bssHa? Co BCeX CTOPOH OHA BRITJISAMT KAk 00e3bsiHa, HO Ha CAMOM
Iefie OHA OPYKUT C peibamu. ECu TH MOMOHAEINE K Hell HEOCTOPOKHO, OHa YOEXKHUT B 03€PO0.

- O, Tak 3TO pPrIGA, XM..., - OHA IIXPOKO PACKPHIIA Ti1a3a.

- Ho maxe ecnu 310 He 00e3bsiHa, 51 ObI X0Tela momnpo0oBaTh. ECTh i KaKo#-HUOYOb CIIOCO0 MoiMaTh
ee?



Manbuuk ymapun ce0si B rpyab, Kak Obl TOBOPS €, 4TOOB OHa OCTaBUJIa 3TO Ha ero yCMOTPEHUe.

- Ecniu THI TPOMKO KpUKHeIIb: «By!», 4ToOH HamyraTh e€, mkeobe3bsiHa KPUKHET: «Yax!» U OTKpoeT
POT OT YAUBJIEHUS. 3aTEM B €€ NacTb..., - MECTHOCTD ObljIa 3aBajleHa rpyJjaMu KaMHs, KOTOphle OHA He
cpa3sy 3aMeTusia. Manb4uK B3s71 B PyKU JOBOJIBHO KPYTIHBIN KaMeHb, - TH Opocaeltb et KaMeHb. Ecnu
THL IPOJeJlaellb 3TO MHOTO Pa3, TKeo0e3bsiHa He CMOXKeT 00JIblile JBUTaThCS IIOf TIKECThI0O KaMHEH,
¥ Thl CMOXKeIlIb T0MMaTh e€ 6e3 Tpyfa.

- O! 910 reguannpHO!

Cepare meByIKy 3a0uI0Ch, OHA HECKOJIBKO pa3 KUBHYJA U MPUCTYIUIA K Aeny. [IpuKpeIB poT
TAJOHSIMHM, leBOYKa yrpoxKalollle KpukHyna: «by!». Korga oHa 3To cuenana, o6e3bsiHa, BMECTO TOTO
YyTOOBI UCITyTaThCsl, 6€33alIUTHO OTKPHIJIA POT, KaK MTEHell, 0KUAAI0INY KOpMIIeHus. B Hero BieTen
KaMeHb, OPOILIeHHBIN MaJlbuuKoM. [leBouKa u3faia BO3rjiac BOCTopra. ManbuuK MOOHSII CIIeRyIOMIniA
KaMeHb:

- Temepb maBal MPOAOIKUM!

Kenymok nxkeo0e3bsSHEL 3aMEeTHO PACIIAPSIICS C KaXOBIM IIPOTJI0YeHHEIM KaMHeM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB,
He BHIJIepKaB Beca, JKeobOe3bsiHa [T0Tepsiyia OIopy ¥ ynana. [Ioka oHa J10BUIa BETKY, PACTYIIYIO IO
Hel, e€ TeJlo 3allyTaloch, U OHa He CMOTJla IBUTAThCS.

- Vpa! - mBa ronoca mepekpukuBanu Apyr apyra. O6MoTaB mKeo0e3bsaHy, KOTOpas 60oIbIe He MOTa
OBUTATHCS, CBOMMHM TMaHaMH, IeByIIKa IoTaluia e€ K 0epery. Korga oHa nmopHsIa €€ BBEPX, B30
pTa mxeobe3bsTHE BEIJIETEI0 MHOXKECTBO KaMHel. OHa Tpsiciia e€ BBepX U BHM3, CHOBA U CHOBA, ITOKA
He BBIJIETEJT ITOCJIeIHUY KaMeHb.

Bpems obena HacTynuio 6e3 mpoMeIeHusI.

IeBylKa efna HOTH, MaJlbYUK - PyKu. [lepBasi 00e3bsiHa - BepHee, TKeobe3bsHa - KOTOPYIO OHA CheJa,
uMeJla HeOOBIYHBIN BKYC, OHA HUKOT[Ia paHbIlle He MpoboBajia HU4Yero mogo0Horo.

- 9TO BKYCHO!
- Emé kak!
C KpoBBIO BO PTy, 00a YMOKaIu rybaMy OT JUKOBMHHOTO, HO HEXKHOT'0 BKYycCa.

HGBYU.IKB. Y3Halla 00 3TOM TOJIBKO TOrga, KOrga II03HaKOMHKJIAaChk C MaJIbYUKOM - YTO €CTh BMECTE C
KEeM-TO BKyCHEE, 4eM B OOMHOYKY, 1a U BECeJIee.

- YRykyydy!

V3 rinyOuHEI €€ TopJia BEIpBA/ICS cMeX. Malnb4yuK Toxke 3acMessicsi. OHU OYTH BCE chenu. «Temnephb
0CTaJIOCh TOJILKO Pa3feNiuTh MO3T II0TojIaM», - cCoOMpasiack CKa3aTh OHa, KOTfla yaap pe3ko obopsan
COH [IeBYIIIKH.

Korpga oHa oTKphia I'/1a3a, 9To He ObIJI0 GeperoM peku. [TonycheneHHON nKeo0e3bsIHEl TOXKEe HUTTIE
He OblI0 BUAHO. [Iepeq e€ rina3aMu ObIIO OTPOMHOE IEPEBO, Ha KOTOPOM CIIall 3aXBaYeHHHIH €10
yenoBeK. Cnalbkwlit KJII090OK He0a, KOTOPHIM OHA MOTJIa BUIETh, OB e11é TEMHBIM. TO TyT, TO TaMm
IIPOTISIABIBANIA MEPLAIOIINEe 3BE3MHI.



- ... YTo 3TO, 3HAYUT, 3TO OBIN IIpoCTO COH?

Huyero o61iero ¢ BOCIOMUHAHUSIMHU TIPOIIJIOTO, a0CypHOHBIA U 0€CCBSA3HBIN COH. [leByIlIKa crana,
IIPUCJIOHUBIINCH K OCHOBAHHUIO IepeBa, HO €€ TYJIOBHUIIle COCKOJIB3HYJIO U yIIao, U, I0X0XKe, yaap
pasdymun eé.

[leByIIKa B3NOXHYJa U ClIeTKa yIbOHYIach.
«Kaxko# cTpaHHBIN COH. Ho OBIII0 Becemno».

Korga-uubynb MHe IPUAETCS NoMMaTh HaCTOSIIYI0 00e3bsIHY, ¥ TOTAA I laM 3TOMY YeJIOBEKY TOXKe
HEMHOTO 1oecThb. [ToKa meBoYKa Tak AyMaja, B €€ TOJI0OBe 3a3Bydall rojioc. ['0oc, KOTOPHIN yIun eé
BCEMY:

«9U, OH OTOPBAJICS».
- A? 9to0?

BoamoxHO, IIOTOMY 4TO OHa Onlna B IIOJTYCOHHOM COCTOSAHHNH, OHA IIOHATHUSA HE UMeJIa, O YEéM TrOBOpPHUT
ronoc. HeMHOTro 1moxkoae0aBIIKCE, Korga eeé POT IIMPOKO OTKPELIJIICA OJIA 3€BKA, OHA CJIETKa B3JOXHYIIA.

- ...OH oTopBarncs?..
Korga oHa HaKJIOHHUJIA TOJIOBY, TOJIOC TPOU3HEC TOHOM, He BEIPAXKAIIUM HUKAKUX IMOLINMN:

«f ckasaj, 4To JI03a, CBA3bIBAIOIIAs YeJI0BEKa, 0TOPBaiach».

E1€ He MOTHOCTHIO IIPOCHYBUIKCE, en HOTpGGOBaHOCb HEKOTOpoOe BpeM4, YyTOOLI OCO3HATH TO, YTO
CKa3aJl I'0JIoC.

- ... Yro?!!

Ona cocpemoTouuiia CBOE BHMMaHUeE Ha JI03e, KOTOPasd OOJI2KHa Onlsta CBsI3BIBATHL €ro. OHa He
YYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OHA 3d YTO-TO LEIIJISAE€TCA. Korpma oHa o BCel CUITBI népHyna 3a HEE, KOHYUK JIO3bI
BBEICKOYHMIJTI U3 PACHIETIMHEI IePeBa, HU 3a YTO He 3alleIINBINNCE.

OHa Ccy[mopoKHO TIOATION3JIa K HEMY U 3arfigHysa B paccenuny. E€ ria3a BUmenu He xyxe, 4eM y
HOYHOT'0 XXUBOTHOTO. HO BHYTpH GBINIO IYCTO.

«OH cbexas», - PABHOAYIITHO COOOIIMII €H TOJI0C, CJIOBHO 3TO OBIIIO YbHM-TO HejioM. TeM BpeMeHeM
MBICJIA B TOJIOBE [IEBYIIKK OEIIeHO HOCUIIUCH, CIIOBHO €€ MOTJI0THUII0 OYpHOE MOpe.

- Ho... mouemy oH 3T0 cmenain?

«YeioBeK TOBOPUII 00 9TOM, He Tak Jiu? YTO OH XOUeT BEPHYTHCS HA CBOE MECTO 3a IIpefejiaMy Jieca.
He moatomy nu oH y6exan?».

- 9toro He MoxkeT ObITh! {1 uMeto B Bupmy... OH OIpeeIeHHO cKa3all 3T0. TeM He MeHee, s copBasa
IIJI07 ¥ faja eMy. MbI el BMecCTe, U 5 [laXke BOOuUa ero II0 OKPeCTHOCTSIM, YTOOBI OH YBUAET BCe
MOM JIIOOMMEIE MEecCTa... U BCé xke! ITo xe OBUI0 Tak Beceso!

«JTromu He u3 Tex GOpM XKU3HU, KOTOPble IPUMYT Tebs TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO TH O HUX HEMHOTO



mo3aboTuibes. M XoTs Tebe, BO3MOXKHO, OBITIO BECETIO, 9TO HE 3HAYUT, YTO YEJIOBEK JyMall TaK XKe».
- 939... YTO TH UMeellb B BUAYy? TOIbKO MHe OBIJIO BECENIO... TaK ObIBaeT?

«KTO 3HaeT. BO3MOXKHO, TaK OHO U €CThb».

- He moxeT OBITS...

Ona OplyTa TOpPazkeHa, e Ka3ajaoCh, YTO €€ ImpeJain. BrepBrle OHA UCIBITala 9TO C CAMOT0
poxpnenus. CUIBHBIN IIIOK ¥ 3aMellaTeNTbCTBO 6e3Ka/l0OCTHO aTaKOBalK ¥ Of0JIeBajii NEBYIIKY.

[TouyBCTBOBAB rOJI0BOKPYKeHHUE, KaK OYATO MUP KPYKUIICS BOKPYT HEE, OHA JOTPOHYJIACh PYKOi [0
cTBOJIa mepeBa. E€ ToOHKas pyKa 3agpoKalia OT CTPafaHus.

-4 4.

E€ ronoc 6bi1 cnabsiM 1 MOT 060pBaThCS B TI060M MOMEHT. B crenyioliee MrHOBeHUe €€ OrefHbIe
TIAJTbIIEl COMKHYJTUCH B KPIOK, OCTPEIE KOT'TH BOH3UIIUCH B TIOBEPXHOCTH [IEPeBa, llaparas ero, CJIOBHO
JKejlast BHIPBATh.

OcTamnoch nsATh TITyOOKHX TPOPE30B.

E€ nneuu, e€ rooc, Kak 0yaTO COTpsiCAaeMblii BHE3AITHO HAX/IBIHYBIIMMU 9MOILHSIMHU, TPOKAIH.
- 4... He mo3BomIO!

Eé 3enéHnle rina3a XKyTKO CBETUIIMCh B TEMHOTE.

- 4 06s13aTeIbHO HAUAY €ro, 5 MoMMalo €ero...

«41 cOMHeBal0Ch, UTO YeJIOBEK MOXKET TaK OLICTPO Iepeceydb HOYHOM iec. OH He [oKeH ObITh
CIIWIIKOM aIeK0».

- Korga s moiimalo ero... s CbeM ero Ha Mecre!
YnpaBnsgeMast UMIYJIbCOM BOJIIEOHOTO 3BEPS, EBYIIIKA 3aBhijla, KaK [IPaKOH, BBIALIXAIOINHE OT'OHb.

C rrmasamu minyIrnero sictpe6a, OHa UCKaJla Cleflbl cOexkaBIlnero Majaburka. M TyT OHa 9TO YCIIBIIIAa,
HeyTo 0e3 YeyloBeYecKUX CJIOB...

Osa ycnelliana rojoc.

HecoMHeHHO, 3T0 OB TOJIOC TOTO YeloBeKa. bojee TOTo, OH OBITT OYeHb OITU3KO.
<. A?»,

- Yyx?

Kak Ovl OHa HU CMOTpeJia Ha 3TO, HEMBICIIUMO, YTOOK OH ObLT Tak 0113K0. Ho Oosblile Bcero e
YIOUBUII TOT (akKT, YTO ero royioc He OB TojIocoM Oernerna.

He 4yBCTBOBaIOCh HAMPSKEHUS, TOIOC C TPUUYATUBLIMYA HHTOHAIMSIMU. Kora OHa yCIIkIIana ero,
€€ SIPOCTb HAa I'PaHU U3BEPKEHUS YTUXIIA.

«4TO0... 4TO TaM C HUM HpOI/ICXOI[I/IT?».



ITo KaKoM-TO IIpuYrHE I'0JIOC UCXOOHUII U3 OOHOTI'O MeCTa 1 He IIepeMeInaliCA. ,[[eBy'H.IKa HallIpaBUJIACh K
MeCTYy, OTKyHad OH meén. OHa Chbllana ero ¢ y'TéCEl C KPACHUBBEIM BOCXOOOM COJIHIIA». HpﬂMO y Hee Tof,
HOCOM.

- Kot Kar IIlu B 0ukKaaaaaaax...

Korma ona nmpoOpasnack CKBO3b 3apPOCIIM U BHIIIINIa HA YTEC, OH BCE-TAKU OBIIT TaM.

OH cupen u 4TO-TO fiesajl, HO CO CBOEr0 MeCTa OHa MOTJjla BUJETh TOJIbKO €T0 CIUHY.
- U Bcéééée, uTo OH 3Haaaaaaaer...

OH Bcé€ ellé U3gaBajl CTPaHHBIE 3BYKHU. [leByIlIKa MeJIEHHO MOAOIIa K HEMY CO CITMHHI.
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