9T0 OBUIO IPOJOKEHNE CHA, IPUCHUBIIET0CS HaKaHyHe BEUePOM.

HessitunetHut Kneo genmanm HaOpocku KiyMOBI BO IBOPE, KaK BOPYT C3afid €T0 OKJIUKHYII
moOpozKeaTeNIbHEIN TOJI0C.

- [Ipomio yke MHOTO BpEeMEHHU C TeX IOp, KakK s B IOCJIeAHUYN pa3 BUelI, KaK MOJIOOOU X0351H
pucyert. HeyxXenu oHY HaKOHEL-TO [ajld pa3pelieHue?

9T0 OB camoBHUK, paboTaromuii B qome I'panToB, [I3K03ed.

II>k03ed ObLI BHICOKOTO POCTa, MYCKYJIUCTHIN N0 TaKOM CTEIEHU, YTO HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO TIOBEPUTE,
YTO €My IIePEBAJTUIIO 3a IIECThAECST JIET. XOTS YePTH €T0 JTHila 60JIbIle BCET0 HOCUITU OTIIeYaTOK
PeMecIeHHOT0 TPy/ia, KOT{la ero HaupsixkEHHOe BhIpazkeHue ociiabeBaso, B HEM MOSIBIISITIOCH JIETKOE
OYapoBaHUe.

Kneo mwobun [Ixxo3eda. [Iy1s ManburKa, IOTEPSIBIIET0 MaTh, [12kK03ed OBl e JUHCTBEHHBIM, KOMY OH
MOT OTKDHITH CBOE cepale. HecmoTpsa Ha pa3Hully B Bo3pacTte, Kieo cuuran ero gpyrom, XoTs cerudac
ero Becénas yibOKa Clerka feiicTBoBajia eMy Ha HepBHL. [IlepeBepHYB 3TIOOHUK, OH IIPOMIOJIXKA
II0Ka3bIBaTh CAfOBHUKY CIUHY, BATas KapaHAAIIOM B OTBET.

- Thl HOMHUIIL, Ha IPOIIION Hefesne PONUICI MOM Miafmuii 6paT. M Torma moMaltHue PerneTUTOPH
nepecrany npuxonuTh. OTell, BUAUTE JIH, CKa3all MHe: «Tebe Gorbllle He HYKHO y4uThcs. [IpocTo
Iesay BCE, UTO XOUelllb».

Kreo ocTaHOBMII KapaHAalll, Tog0upasi CJIoBa:

- Orers Gosnbllle He HYXKIaeTCs BO MHe. Ternepb, B OTIMYME OT MEHS, Y HETO €CTh 3[[0POBHIii,
S9HEPTUYHHIM, BEJIUKOJIEIIHBIA TPEEMHUK.

Xots xo03ed, momKHO OBITH, CTOSIJI IT03aAX HETO, OH He MMPOMU3HEeC HU CjIoBa. [laxe ecnu Kieo He
BUJIENT er0, TOT MOT OTBETUTh. B Takue MoMeHTH [Ik03ed menan riasa ee 6osee medanabHEIMU, YEM
0OBIYHO, €eT0 POT Pe3K0 u3rubasncs B HENOBOJbLHOM IPUMace.

Kapanpam Krneo cHOBa oTmpaBuics B yTk. Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMd [[:Ko3ed, HaKOHEL], TPOU3HEC:
- Mosnopmo# roCIiofuH... BE XOTEJH IPEYCIIEeTh B foMe?
- ... Het, BOBCe HeT.

- B TakoMm cnyy4ae, - cka3an [Ixko03ed TaKuM O0IPEIM I'OJIOCOM, YTO 3TO, HECOMHEHHO, OBIIIO COeTaHo
HaMepPEeHHO, - BO3MOXKHO, BCE K JIy4IlleMy. YUHUTEIBas 3T0, HUUYTO He [TIOMelllaeT BaM CTaTh
XyOOXKHUKOM!

- ... fl HUKaK He MOT'Y CTAaTh XyOOXKHUKOM.

- He HYXKHO cebs HEeIOOOIleHNBaTh. J OUIIETAaHT, KOTIda JeI0 KacaeTcs NCKYCCTBa, HO 41 YBEPEH, YTO BEI
CMOZKETE CTaThb BEJIMKOJIEITHBIM...

- { cnpiman ux pa3roBop.
- ... O uem?

- «He moxozxe, 4TO MapeHb JOXKUBET [0 ABAMLATH», - CKa3ajld OHH.



B cnepnytommee MraoBenue ToH [I2ko3eda CMEHUIICS Ha THEBHBIM:

- KT0, 4épT BO3bMU, 3TO CKal3an?!!

Korpga Kreo moBepHyJics, Ha HETO YCTaBUINChH T'Nla3a, 60jiee OTHEHHBIE, YeM Marma.

B ornuyme ot Bo3amymeHHoro [Jxno3eda Kneo ¢ mefsiHBIM B3TISIOOM XOJIOTHO IIPOU3HEC:
- Orer.

Ix03ed moTepsn gap peywu.

Ox 65111 omenioMinéH. Ho Ha ero nuile He OBIIO BRIPAXkKeHUS: «ITO UANOTU3M», «He MOXKET OBITE,
4yTOOBI 9TO OBIIO ITPABAOM». ITO OBIIO U3MYUYEHHOE JIUI0, Ha TPaHU CJI€3, Kak OYITO OH YCIBIIIA
CEeKpeT, KOTOPHIH CJIeIoBaI0 CKPEIBATh, HECMOTPS HU Ha 4TO. YTOORI €ro COOCTBEHHBIH OTeIll
TIPEIIONIOKUII, YTO OH CKOPO YMpET...

- ... Yto? Tak THI TOXKEe 3HAJI 00 3TOM?
- H-ger... 4, ny...
I>x03ed ¢ U3BUHSIOIIMMCS BUIOM OTBET I'Ia3a.

OH 65T YeCTHHIM desioBekoM. OH HE pa3y He conrain Kieo. OH He cKa3as 6l eMy: «9TO ommmbKa» Uiu
«4 HUKOTHA He CIIbIIIAN 00 9TOM OT X035UHA».

Ho on cka3an crepymwoiiee:
- Mosiomo¥ roCIofuH... 1 X04y BaM KOe-4To IoKa3aTth. [loxanyicra, IONOXAUTE 30eCh MUHYTKY.
U [Ixo3ed ybexkal, He NOXKUAASCH OTBETA.

Yepes mecsTh MUHYT OH BEPHYJICS BECh B IIOTY. B pyKax, 3afibixasiCh, OH JepKaJl IBETOYHBIN TOPIIOK
c pactenueM, Kotopoe Kieo HUKOTIa paHbIlle He BUOE].

- MoJsiomoi rocrioguH, BBl 3HAETe, UTO 9TO TaKoe?

Kneo nmokauan ronoBoi. Eciu 661 0H MOT onucaTh ero popMy TakoM, Kakoit OH €€ BUMEN, TO OHa Oblna
II0X0XKa Ha Iap 3eJIEHOTO IIBeTa. A M3 ero BePIINHEI KCXOAUII0 OeCUnCIeHHOe MHOXKECTBO OCTPHIX
IIUTIOB, CJIOBHO ISl YCTPAILIEeHUS BCEX, KTO MPUOIMKaCs.

OH BHepBbIe BUMEN TaKyl0 HEOOBYHYIO (opMy pacTuTenbHoro Mupa. Ho Kieo mpenmonoxut:
- 3T0... KaKTyC?
- Touno, TouHo! 4 y@uUBIIEH, YTO BH foTafaauch! - [[:kK03ed MOBHICUI TOJIOC B BOCXUILIEHUH.

- ... 4 Bupmen ero B oHIUKIoNeour. Ho KapTWHKa, Ha KOTOPOH OH n300paxkaycs, Oblyla He TaKOH
Kpyriaou. KakTyc - pegkoe pacTeHUE B 3TOW MECTHOCTH, BEPHO?

- Bel npaBunbHO noHANK. Ha gHAX MOY CTaphlil APYT IPUBE3 ero U3 noe3aku. Kcratu, Momomon
TOCTIOOWH, XOTS, MOXKET, OHO BBEITJIIAAT JOBOJIbHO HECHMITIQTUYHAIM, V HETO, 3HAeTe JiH, ObIBAIOT
IIBETHI! DTO TOXKe OBLIIIO B SHIUKJIOTIEOUM?



- MmM... ma? O6 sToMm s He 3Has. Ha camom fene s He moMHI0. Ho ecnu 3To paCTeHue, pa3Be He
HOPMAJIbHO OJId HErO UMEThb ITBETHI?

- Hy, oOBIuHO Tak u OBIBaeT.
Ix03ed mpucen Ha KOPTOUKM psimoM ¢ Kieo.

- Ho BumguTe nu, 3TO pacTeHue He SIBISeTCS HOPMAJIbHEIM 10 TOTO MOMEHTA, TI0Ka He 3allBETET...
[TpencraBnisieTe, Ha 3TO YXOOUT IEJIBIX TPUALATH JIET!

- Tpupuats net? [IpaBma?

Korpga riasa Kneo okpyriaunmucs ot ynusneHus, [:xko3ed ycMexHyCs, KaK Obl TOBOPS, YTO OH 3TOTO U
KIall.

- Hy, He To 4TOOGHI 51 BUEJI 3TO CBOMMHU T'JIa3aMM, HO g IIOAyMaJl, YTO CMOT'Y B3pACTUTh €T0 U
yOemUThCS B 3TOM.

[Toka Kieo monro u ymopHoO paccMaTpuBai KakTyc, [I:Ko3ed IOTHEC IIBETOYHBINA MOPIIOK MOGTHKE.
Kaxmpiit OCTPHIM MIXIT TPUOIMKAJICS K ero Tjla3aM BCE Onuxke u O1mxKe, II0Ka OH B KOHIE KOHI[OB
Pe3Ko He OTHEPHYJICA Ha3af.

- OH He IPUYMHHUT BaM Bpefa, - [I:Ko3ed TOpKeCTBYIOIIE paccMesycs. - TeM He MeHee, S YBepeH, 4To
3TOT KaKTYC faXKe He MOXKET Me4TaTh O TOM OHE, KOTla PACIyCTUTCS eTo IBETOK. M mpoigéT
TPUALIATE JIET, ¥ B OIUH MIPEeKPACHLIHM eHb OH 3aMETHUT, YTO ero IBEeTOK BCE-TAKU pacmycTuics! A
YBEPEH, Y4TO OH OymeT oYeHb YIUBIIEH!

[TpencraBuB cebe yOUBIEHHBIM KAKTyC, Kieo xuxukHym. [:xko3ed yaeI0OHYICS B OTBET.

- Ho BEI 3HAeTe, MOIOHOY TOCIIOAKH, TO K€ CaMOe ¥ C HaMH, NtogbMu. ['me Mul 6yieM dyepe3 JecCsTh,
OBAfIATh JIeT, HUKTO TOJIKOM He 3HaeT. KoHeuYHO, JaXe XO35HH...

IToHSB, 4YTO OH XOTEJI CKa3aTh, yan6Ka, pacCIIbIBIIAsACA I10 JIMITY Kneo, ncuesna. OH moBecun TOJIOBY
1 ITIOCMOTpPEI Ha CBOU T'PA3HBIE OOTHHKH.

- Yepes mecsATh UK OBAALATH JIET... S MOT OBl BCE €Il OBITh XKUBHIM?..

- Yépr nmobepu, HUKTO He MOXKET YTBEPKAATh, UTO Bac He OyzmeT! Bce aTo HensBecTHO. OCOOEHHO
KOT'7la peyb UOET O TOM, KaK MBI )KUBEM U yMHUpaeM. TOT, KTO KU 61aroolyyHo [0 BYEPaIIHETro
IHS, MOXKET JINLIUTHLCS 3TOTO ceromus. Ho MoxeT ciayuuThcs u o6paTHOe.

Ix03e¢ 3agyMurBO YCTABUIICS B BEICOKOE Iony6oe IeTHee HEOO.

- Ho - 1 9T0 camoe rn1aBHOE - TO, YTO BH He 3HaeTe, YTO OyJeT 3aBTpa, He 3HAYUT, UTO CETONHS
HeJIb3s1 MOJIy4aTh YAOBOJILCTBUE 3[eCh U ceryac. Hampumep, ega TeM BKyCHee, UeM 60JIbIlle BpeMeHU
BBl €Ml HacllaxknaeTech, BepHo? [TompoOyiiTe CpaBHUTL CYACThe, KOTOPOE BHI ITOJTy4YaeTe 3a OOUH [EHb,
C TeM CHYaCTheM, KOTOPOe Bhl MOXKETe IOJTy4YUTh, CTPEMSCh K HEMY HEMeJIi0, MeCsII, T,
IecaTUNIETUs, TaKOe CpaBHEHUE laKe He UMeeT HUKAKOro CMBICIa/0co00T0 3HaUYeHu .

W [I:xo03ed mpomosxkai, ero B3TJIsS 0CTaBaJICsd IPUKOBAaHHEIM K HalEKOMYy HeOY:

- BoT moueMy, Moomo¥ TOCIOOUH, 1S HAC, JIIOfEeH, TJIaBHOE - KUTh KOAT0. 2KUBY JONT0, ¥ HACTYIIUT



IeHb, KOTMa IIBETOK PACIIyCTUTCS.
Kneo mpoposkan CMOTPETh Ha eTro Ty(Ju, CIIPOCHUB:
- ... [IpaBma?

He To uT0OBI OH COMHeBascs B cioBax [Ixko3eda. Ho ecnu ero cioBa ObITM MPaBOOH, TO KaK Ke ero
MaTh? MOXKET JI1 CYaCThe ero MaTepHu, KOTopas He MOTJia XUTh [0JIT0, «HE UMETh 0O0JIBIIOTO
3HAYEHUI»?

Kneo He Mor 3acTaBuTh ce0s1 MPOU3HECTH TaKoe. Eciu ObI OH 9TO CHesal, TO OB YBEPEH, UTO JIUI0
Ixo03eda cHOBa CTano OB I'PYCTHHIM.

- ... DTO e CTBUTENIHHO IIpaBaa?
II:x03ed cHOBa mMOBEPHYJICS K Kieo 1 ouapoBaTeIbHO YIBIOHYICS.
- KoneuHo, mpaspa!

... Ho ocenbio mpororo ropa [1xk03ed okKa3ascs B YUCTIe TeX, KTO CJIEr ¢ 60e3HbI0, IIPOMS TOYKY
HeBo3Bpara... OH Tak ¥ He YBUOMT LIBETEHHE KAKTYCA...

)%k

Korpma Kneo oTKpELI r1a3a, OH B3[OXHYJ, YOEOUBIIKUCH B TOM, YTO HOYb elllé He HacTymusa. CBeTas
nevassb... CerofHs HOYbI0 eMy HUKAaK He yIaBasioCh IIOIPY3UThCS B TIyOOKUN COH - OH TO U [IEJIO
npockinancs. KoHeuHo, OH ObIT CIMIIKOM B3BUHYEH.

CeropHSIITHUY IeHb (a MOXKET, yKe ¥ BUePAIlIHK), HO 9TO ¥ He BaXKHO, ObII CYMATOIITHBIM.

[Tocne TOTo Kak OH 3aCTaBUJI JEBYIIKY HafeTh IIalll, OHU BOBOEM TYJIS/IM I10 JIeCy. ANIIETUT y
neBymKy ObUT 0OTMeHHEIM! OHa He MOTJIa HaCHITUTLCS OBYMS-TpeMs GppyKTamu. B mouckax 6onee
CBHITHBIX BULOB NOOBIYM, KAK OHA 9TO Ha3blBalsla, €€ MHU NIPOXOAUIIY B 61Ty KIaHUSX 110 JIeCy.

- Hy, s Mory Koe-Kak MpOXKHUTb, MUTASCh TOJILKO CBETOM T'OCIIOIMHA COJIHIIA ¥ BOomoH. [ToaToMy, Korga
MHE COBCEM HEBMOTOTY, 5 IIPOCTO IIPOBOXKY CBOU THH, BaNISISICh TaM, TOe COIHIIE CBETUT OObIlle
BCETO.

Ho gns Toro, 4ToObl GeraTh MM CpazKaThCs, YTOOH 3aIIUTUTH ce0sl, el Hy2KHO KaK CJedyeT II0eCTh,
yTOOB HE 0Ka3aThCst 6ecCunbHON. UTOOH JeBYyIIKA MOTJIa JKUTh B MUPE ITIPUPOJIHL, TMie BEIKHUBAET
CUTTbHEHINNH, e¥ HYKHO OBIJIO eXKeJHEeBHO MOIy4YaTh JOCTAaTOYHOE KOJTMYECTBO MUTATEIbHBIX
BelecTB. [103TOMy OHa OTIpaBUIIack B jec 3a mobsrueit. Hora Kieo Bcé emré Oblyia onmyTaHa THAHOM,
€My IIPUIIIOCH CIIeNoBaTh 3a Hel, KakK Obl JajieKo OHa HU IIIa.

I'me-To yaca yepes gBa Xo0ObObI OHM HAaTKHYJIUCH HA MSITUPOTOT0 OJIEHS U €T0 AUTEHHIIIA. OJIeHb
y6exar, HO ed yaaniochk moiMaTh oneHéHKa. CepKuBasi COMPOTUBIISIONIETOCS OJIeHEHKA CBOEH
JIMAHOM ¥ 3a[yIIKB €ro0, NeBYyIIKa NOTSIHYIach N0 OJHOM 13 3aJHUX HOT CBOEM KEePTBH U OTOpBasa eé
TOJILIMU PyKaMu. [leMOHCTpaLus rpy0o¥ CUJlbl, HEMBICIMMOM IIPU €€ XPYIIKOM TEJIOCIIOKEHUH,
3acTtasuia Kjeo B3OpOrHYTh U MIKXPOKO PACKPHITH I'1a3a.

IeBylKa C yOOBOJILCTBUEM BIphI3aiach B IJIOTh, MBUTASI PTOM, YTOOH ITPOKEBATh, a 3aTEM
IIPOTJIOTUTE. II0TOM CHOBA OTKYChIBaJIa, OTPRIBAS MSICO OT KOCTH. E€ POT OKpacHICs B KPaCHBIH IIBET,
OHA MUJIO YIHIOHYTACh:



- [Ia, BOT, OepKH, - ¥ IPOTSHYIa KyCOK Msica. 3amax KpOoBU yapuil B HOC.

Kreo mo4yBCTBOBAI rOJIOBOKPYKEHME, ITOCJIE YET0 OTCTYIIHII Ha3a/l, HOTH BCE eIllé MOAKAIINBaIUCh:
-4, g, 4, 9, 1 B IOpAOKE.

- TebGe 9T0 He HYKHO? ITO 0YEHb BKYCHO!

HakJI0HUB T'0JI0BY, OHa elll€ HeMHOro rnobaioBana ce0s, U Ha CEerOfHS eé rojiof OblJI YTOIEH.

Ho oH BepHETCA CHOBA...

[Tocne 9TOTO mEBYIIKa Havalla TaJIOMHUYECTBO II0 CBOMM JIIOOMMEBEIM MeCTaM, TacKasi ero 3a cobou 1o
HACTYIJIEHUSI TEMHOTH. Korfla OHa, HAaKOHELl, BEPHYJIaCh Ha CBOE MeCTO - «YTEC C KPAaCUBBEIM
BOCXOZIOM COJIHITa» - Ha YEPHOM HeOe MepIiau 3BE3/H.

PsimoM ¢ 06pEIBOM HAaXOOUIOCh OOJIBINIOE IePEeBO, MMOeIeHHOe HAaCeKOMBIMH. [IeBYIIKa IIPOCYHYIa PYKY
B pacIieIMHy, UOYILIYIO 110 CTBOIY OepeBa, ¥ C YyMOBUIIHOX CUJION pa3fgBUHYJa e€. Bckope oHa
IIpofiesiazia BXO/, JOCTAaTOYHO IUPOKUM, 4TOOH Teso Kiieo efBa MOTJI0 IPOTUCHYTHCS Yepe3 Hero
BEPTUKAJIBHO.

- Mtak, ¢ CeromHsLIHEro [HS Thl OyOelb CIaTh 37eCh.

910 OBLI IOM, TIOTXOMSIINI CKOpee s COOaKu, YeM [Jis YyesloBeKa. BHyTpu OBIJIO IOCTATOYHO
IIPOCTOPHO, YTOOB! OH MOT BHITSSHYTh HOTH ¥ IIOCTIaTh. XOTSI OH ¥ YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO €T0 YeJI0BeYeCKoe
IOCTOMHCTBO YIIEMJIEHO, OH YCTaJl O CMEePTH, TaK YTO 3TO yXKe He UMeJI0 3HaueHus. 3a0paBIIucCh B
CIIAJIbHBEIN MEIIOK, OH OCTABHUJI CBOE TEJI0 OTHAJISIOIIeMYCSI CO3HAHUIO ¥ BCKOPE MTPOBAJIUIICS B COH.
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