Ona yBHUOEJa, KakK B TEMHOTE 6H€CHYTIO OCTpOE€ Jie3Bue. Ee CyIIPYT BHE3AITHO BREITAIIIUII OTKYHOAd-TO
KHWH2XKaJl.

«Yro... OH cobupaeTcs yOuTh MeHs cenyac?»

HecMoTps Ha BCe CBOM BRIXOIKHM, HallpaB/IeHHEIE Ha JXKeJaHHe CMepPTH, OHa BCe elrle MCIIBITHIBAlIA
cTpax. MMmepaTop OBUHYJICS KAaK MOJIHHS B TOT MOMEHT, Korma Cecusb MOIBITaNach 3akpuyath. OHa
Maxke He ycIea 0CO3HATh, YTO MPOU3OIIIO; BCe MOCTENyIoNlee IPOU30IIIIO0 CIUIITKOM ObICTPO. Bee,
yTo Cecusb MOIJIa CKa3aTh, 3TO TO, YTO OHA Obl/Ia OTIPABJIEHA B ITOJIET BMECTE C IIPOCTHIHEH, ¥ YTO
KWHKaJl B PyKe UMIepaTopa TOXKe OhLT BEIOUT.

— Kpsa!

— Vrx!

Bckpuknyna Cecusnb B HEYMBILITIEHHOM XOPe BMECTE C T0JI0COM, KOTOPHIY He MpHUHaIeXkall
“MIlepaTopy. YiiaB Ha KoBep, Cecuss jiexkajla ¥ Mopraja. Y Kak TOJIBKO OHa II0BEpHYJia r0jIoBY, OHa
v37aja IPOH3UTENbHBIN KPUK.

— A-a-a-a-al

[Tepen Hel nexkan MyXKYKMHA C KHHZKAJIOM TOYHO B LIEHTPEe ropjia ¥ CBUPEIIO0 CMOTPEN Ha Hee. U3
PaHBI MYKYHUHEI XJTeCTala KPOBb.

— H-HyXHO, 3aBEPUIUTh MUCCHIO... — HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO éMy BOTKHYJIM KHHXKAJI IIPSMO B TOPJIO, OH
BCe ellle He HUCIIYCTUJII CBOM IOCNIeNHUM B3M0oX. — 4 moyKeH yOuTh nprHieccy Cecuns...

YeloBeK C XpUIIOM IIOOHSJ PYKY B BO3AyX. B ero pyke OblsT KHUHKAJ, TaKO# XKe OCTPHIN, KaK U TOT,
4yTO OB B €ro ropsie. Y 3ToT KuHKas OblI HanpaBjieH ToYHO Ha Cecunb. [leByIIKa He MOTJIa Jaxe
3aCTaBUTh Ce0OST YKIIOHUTHLCS; OHA IIPOCTO CMOTPeJia Ha IPUOIHKAIOMIMICS KIIMHOK.

«4 ympy... CTom, HO TIOYEMY 5, a He UMIIepaTop?»

«Heyxenu HUKOMY He IIPUIIIO B [OJIOBY HalleJIUTLCA Ha riaBy Ummnepuu? [loueMy Bh
HaOpacriBaeTeCh Ha MeHs, Beb 5 He CAesaja HU4ero IJI0Xoro!» — B ee roJIoBe POMJIOCH MHOXKECTBO
MBICJIEY, HO HU OJHAa U3 HUX He CMOTJIa IOKUHYTh ee POT.

Bax!

He yCIieJI KUH2KaJl IIPDU3EeMIINTECA el Ha H06, KaK TE€JI0O MYXKYHHEI OTJIETEJIO B CTOPOHY C TYIIBIM
3BYKOM. B T0 ke BpeMsi KMH2KaAJI BBIIIAJI U3 €r0 PYKH U IIOKATHUJICA II0 IIOJIY.



— THI cCMeelIb...

OHa ycrblllIana HU3Koe phiYaHue, HallOJIHEHHOE STPOCTHIO. YCIIBIIIaB 9TOT To0c, Cecumnb MoHsIIa, YTOo
MMIIepaTop OTOPOCHUIT YOUMITY.

«MeHS TOJIBKO 4YTO CIIaC MOH MYXK, HE TaK m?»

OH cpenan 3T0, COPOCUB €€ C KPOBATH U OTIIBHIPHYB yOuMily. MoJiofioi 4eI0BeK ONpeieIeHHO
IIBITAJICS CacTy ee. Temepb OH OOCTal C Iosica OPYTrhe KUHXKaJlbl ¥ Hayall MeTaTh UX B CTEHY.
Cecunb nexaria Ha IOy, APOXKa, ¥ CMOTpPETa Ha CIIeHY, YTO pa3BopayXBajach Iepex ee rina3aMu. Eu
HPABUJIOCh YUTATh O MOJOOHBIX 3aXBaTHIBAIOIIMX CUTYAIUSIX B POMaHaX, HO, UCIILITAB 3TO Ha cebe,
oHa 00JIbIlIe HE XOTeja MMPOXOOUTh Yepes3 mogo0Hoe.

Bax! bax! bax!

B0 0OCTAaTOYHO YOIUBUTEILHO YBUAETh KUHKAJB, BOH3EHHbBIE B CTEHY, HO OHA flaXke yCIIbIIIana
TPOMKHY B3PHIBHOM 3BYK IIPU UX yOape. PYKOSITKY KMHKAJIOB KOJIe0aIuCh, UX JIE3BUS IIOJTHOCTHIO
npobunu cteny. Ee {0 TOTo, KaK KWHKAJIBl CTATA HETTOIBUXKHEIME, BOKPYT JIE3BUU HAYalu
TIOSIBISATHCS NsATHA. Bckope Cecunb yBuaesa, YTo MaTHa ObUIM TEMHO-KPACHOTO I[BeTa. JTO ObIa
KpOBb. TaM He MOryio ObITh CBUHEH UJIK KOPOB, TO3TOMY 3TO MOTJIa OBITh TOJIBKO YeJoBeYecKast
KPOBb.

«TaMm KTO-TO eCTb?»

YT0 3a 4epTOBIIMHA TBOPUIIACh B 3TOM HMIIEPATOPCKOM [BOPIe? Kak Ii0au MOTTIHM IPATAThCSI B TaKHUX
MecTax?

TeM BpeMeHeM UMIIepaTop MOAOLIEN K CTEHe U C CUIOW YAApHUII 10 Hel Horoii. OHa ¢ TpeCcKoM
pas3Banunach, ¥4 OTTyOa BEIBAJIAIIOCH TO, YTO IPSATAJIOCh BHYTPH, MeII€HHO Nafasi BIepen.
EcTecTBeHHO, 9T0 OB TPYH. TPyl C KUHKAJIOM, BOH3E€HHBEIM B IIeHTp Ji0a.

— 3Haywur 3To Bce. OHU IIpuUcCiiajii MEeHbIIEe, 94eM 0KHOaJIOCh, — HpOGOpMOTaH 9cTHaH.

«Memnbine? Teso Ha MOy ¥ TPU KMHKaa B CTeHe. Bcero ueTkipe yOUMRIIE, HO BH TOBOPUTE, YTO UX
MEHbIIIe, YeM 0XKHOAI0Ch?»

Cecusb 3aTansia JbIXaHKe, KOTTIa CYIIPYT BEPHYJICS U CeJl Ha KpoBaTh. [Ipu BUe ero CUOSIIero
nosioxkeHuss CeCcusb MpuBeJia B IBUKEHUE IIIECTEPEHKU B CBOEH T'OJIOBE.

«4To MHe Temnepb genaTh? [lo6marogapuTh €ro 3a XOPOIIOo BHIIONHEHHY0 paboTy u yutu? Mnu MHe
HY2KHO yOpaTh JieKallre BOKPYT TPYIIbI?» — OHA CMOTPeJia Ha TPYIIH], HE B CUJIaX IOLIEBETUTECS,
KOT'[la UMIIepaTOp BCTAJI U TOAOIIEN K OQHOMY U3 HUX, IOJHSB €ro 3a IMUBOPOT. OH IOTHSII TEJO
yOuiiis], KoTopoe OB1I0 GOJbIIle eT0 CaMOro, CJIOBHO KYKITY, U JIETKO BEIOPOCHUII €r0 B OKHO.



«3HAYUT 3TO MPaBa, YTO OH 00aJaeT HEYEIOBEYECKOM CUTTOM».

IeBylIka He x0Tella 6bI TaKMM 00pa3oM BUAETD ITOATBEPKAECHNE OJHOTO U3 CITYXOB.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI II0CJIe TOro, Kak dcTraH u3baBUiCs OT TPyIa, KakK OT KaMelllka, U3faneKa
TIIOCJIBIIATICS BCIUIECK, CJIIOBHO YTO-TO TSXKeJIOe yIano riIyboko B Bomy. Ilocne aToro nuMnepaTop
CHOBa IIPOMIOJIXKUJI OBUKEHUeE, TI0CTIE[0BAJIO ellle TP BCIlecKa. Bce Tpymsl youiill O BEIOPOIIEHE!

HapyxXy.

— YKCTEeHBKO, MPSIMO Kak $ 100110, — MPOo0OpMOTal MOIO0M YeOBEK, BEITUPAS PYKH OT IIBIIH, a
Cecuib cMOTpesia Ha pa30UTyI0 CTEHY U JIyKU KPoBU. Ee Tak U TSHYIO CIIPOCUTh: «HaCKOIBKO
YUCTO?».

I/IMHepaTop CeJI B KPeCJIO Y CTOJIa U IT03Ball Cecurns:

— Wnu croga 1 caguce.

— Ia!

Cecub 6pocumnach Brepe[, Kak IeHOK K CBOEMY X035IMHY, ¥ OIyCTHJIaCh EPEN HUM Ha KOJIEHH.
OnmHako ee [eWCTBUS 3aCTABUJIM UMIIEpPATOPa HaXMYPUTHLCS. YBUOEB BRIpaxkeHue ero nuua, Cecuns ¢
TPOMKHKM CTYKOM IIPHJIOKHUJIACH JI0OM 00 IO/ ¥ CKa3asa:

— 4 npomy npomenus. {d Bena cebs Aep3Ko, He MOTYNUB B3TJIA. [ToxkamyiicTa, IPOCTATE MOIO
rpy00CTbh.

Mericnu 0 TOM, YTO OHA X04eT yMepeTh, ucue3nu. OHa Oblna IOTPSICEHA, YBUMEB, KaK Ha ee ria3ax
norubaeT X1BOM uenoBek. OHa He XOTeJa MOKUAATh 3Ty KOMHATY Tak Xe, KakK Te Tpymsl. U eit
COBEPIIEHHO He X0TEeJIOCh 0Ka3aThCs PSALOM C HUMHU.

«f1 momxHa Oblyla BeCTU ce0st TOKOPHO!»

MecTtr? Kakas MecTs! JleByIiKa MOHMMaJsla, YTO TEleph yKe O030HO COXKaJleTh, HO OHA ellle He
yMepJa ¥ YyBCTBOBajia HE0OXOIUMOCTD XOTsI OBl TOMBITATHCS BEIOPAThCS XKUBOU. Cecusb He
IIIeBe/INJIach, ONyCTUB I'0JIOBY Ha I10JI, MBICJIU IIPOHOCHUJIACH B €€ T'0JI0Be, KOT[a OHa yCJIbIIaia
HE[OBOJIbHBIN T'OJI0C CBEPXY:

— Kakoe HempusaTHOE 3peuile.

— Huxaiirme IIpouly IIpOoIIeHusd. MHue ciiegyeT OIIyCTUTBCA HEMHOT'O HUXKe? — C 3TUMHU CJIOBaMHU
Cecunb yIiepiiaCek PyKdaMHU B IIOJI. ToHKUY TOMOII IIIaTh, KOTOpO€ HaleJIln Ha Hee CIIYT'H, PA30IIeJICA
Impexne, 4eM OHa yCIiejla 3TO IIOHATH; €€ Iojlad I'Pyab YIIepiach B I10JI, a 6eJ1pa 00HAXUIUCh, HO B



MaHHBIM MOMEHT el HeKorma OblIo o0paliaTh Ha 3TO BHUMAHMUE.

— 4 Xo4uy cKa3arsb...

OHa CMYTHO YCIJIBIIIIaa B3OOX. ITOT 3BYK MOATONKHY Cecusb K Pa3MHIIIIEHUSIM O TOM, Kak OBl e
IPUIBHYTH K IIOJTy elrle II0oTHee. MOXKeT, IPOCTO MPUKATHCS JIUIIOM K KOBPY?

['ny0oKO B3[OXHYB, UMIIEPATOP NOAHSICSA Ha HOTU. OH 00HSJI ee 3a TaJKi0 CBOMMHU KPEITKUMHU
PYKaMH, C JIEeTKOCThIO ITOJHUMAS €e.

— Ox! — BocknukHyna Cecunb ¥ HaMpSriaach, MbICJIEHHO BOCIIPOU3BO[S Cyab0y TE€X TPYIIOB,
BLIOPOIIIEHHEBIX U3 OKHA. MoXKeT OBITh, OH COOMpascs: BEIOPOCUTE ee xkKuBoK? Ho Bompeku
BoOoOpaxkeHuio Cecub, UMIIEPATOP OCTOPOXKHO YCAAWII XKEeHY Ha CTYJT HAlpOTUB cebs.

«Pa3Be 3TO He MOX0XKe Ha TO, KaK OH HEC MeHs Iepel] CBafb00i?» — He ycresa OHa YOAUBUTHCS
IeUCTBUSIM MUMIIEPAaTOPa, KaK OH IMogo0paJt JIeKallyio Ha IOy IPOCTHIHIO U 00EPHYI €10 BOKPYT
JKEHHI.

— HawmHoro nyyie, — yZOBIETBOPEHHO TPOOOPMOTAIT MOJIOOY YeJIOBeK, Isifst Ha Cecuis,
3aKyTaHHYIO, KaK I'yCEHHUIIA.

— HeyXenu s BHITTISIKY HACTOJIBKO IIJIOX0? — YOUBUIIACH OHA.

«Torpma mo4yeMy OH OCTaBHJI MO€ JIMII0 OTKPHITHIM? XOTSI BCe OCTaJIbHOE OH 3aBEPHYII TaK, OYATO He
XOYeT BUNETh».

— HaxkoHel MBI TOTOBHL K pa3rosopy. TBOe cocTossHUE MHHYTY Ha3ap... I0OKa3aJI0Ck MHE HEMHOT'O
HEIIPUTOOHBIM OJIsA O6CY}KHGHI/I5{, Tak”?

— Korpga BB TOBOPHUTE «Pa3roBop», TO...

— BepHo. Pa3roBop, B KOTOPOM £ CIIpalliiBalo, a Thl OTBEYaElllb.

«Pa3Be 39T0 He TO, YTO OOBIYHO HA3bIBAIOT ,[[Ol'IpOCOM?>> — Cecumnb oTOrHaIa 9Ty MEICJIb B CTOPOHY,
penmTesIbHO KUBHYB. Ona gomxHa Onlsta OBITH HOCHYLHHOﬁ OO IIOPEI JO BPEMEHH.

)%k

ScTHaH B3TJIsSHYT Ha Cecuib, KOTopas OblyIa 3aBepHyTa B Oellbiii KOKOH. OH He MOT He 3a0aThCs
BOIIPOCOM, OBbIIa JIK Iepel HUM Ta caMas XKEeHIIHHA, KOTOpas Tak Mep3KO0 BEICKa3kIBajia CBOU
IPOCHOBI TTepen cBagb00i. IcTraH HAOIIomal, Kak ee ria3a MeTaluch Ty[a-Clofa B IBHOM



HEPBO3HOCTH, @ 3aTeM 3aMeTHJI IIPUITYXJIOCTh Ha JT0y JeBYIIKH.

«Kak ke oHa ciaba».

Cyns 1o KpaCHOMY OTTEHKY Ha IPUIYXJIOCTH, OBIZIO OUEBHIHO, YTO Ha CJIeAyIolee yTPo V Hee OymeT
HETIPUSTHRIN CHHSK C IIUIIKOM BOKPYT. OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI BHE3AIIHEIN IPUIMB JUCKOMGOPTa MPU
9TOH MEICTIH ¥ IIPOOOPMOTAT:

— Bce-Taku Hamo OBITIO O0TpEe3aTh UM T'OJIOBEI, IIPEXKIOE YEM BbI6paCBIBaTB.

CecuJib IPUTIIYIIEHHO B3[I0XHYJIA, YCIIBIIIAB er0 O0pMOTaHue. ICTHAH YBUMAEI, KaK OHA C OMAaCcKOu
CBEPHYJIACh KaJauuKOM ITO]] TPOCTEIHEH.

«IToxoxke, 3TO IIPUYUHAET 00JIb».

[Tepen HamageHUEM OH CIIELMalIbHO MacCUpPOBal Ijieyy U imeto Cecunb, 4ToOH 00MaHyTh youiil. OH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI CKOBAHHOCTD €€ MHIIIII, BEPOSTHO, M3-3a HANIPSIXKEHHUS, U ICTHAH CIIeIMaIbHO
Halle/IWJICS Ha 3TU 0071acTH. B pe3ynbTaTe pa3maauch CTOHBI, KOTOPHIX OH M OXKMIaIl.

ecsaTs MUHYT Ha3ap.

— Ax!

— 0-0-0!

Cecunb He 3aMeTHJIA 3TOTO, HO B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la OHa 3aCTOHaJla, TeJI0 JCTHaHa CllerKa
B3OPOrHYyJ0. Ero 0XBaTUI0 HEOMKUCYeMOe, CMYTHOE YYBCTBO. BBIJIO /K 9TO M3-3a MATKOCTHU KOXKH IIOT
ero rpyoeiMu pykamu? Kpome Toro, B mepByio 6paunyio Houb Cecusb Oblla HapsizKeHa IIPUCITYTOM;
€0 YyBCTBA YJIaBJIUBAJIA TOHKUU apoOMaT ee BOJIOC KaXK[bli pa3, KOTra JeBYyIIKa U3BUBAIach OT GOIH.

«MHe HUKOTa He HPaBUJIUCh OYXH, U BCE XKe...»

OCTHAH BCeTMa MUTal OTBpallleHue K mapdoMepun. Takue BeIy CHIBHO Mellany o0oHsHK. Kak
YyeJioBeK, KOTOPOMY HEe00XOMMO ITOCTOSTHHO OBITh HaueKy, OH JOJIKeH Obln n3beraTh TaKWX BeIIeH.
ScTHaH elre HEMHOTO MOIIeBETUIT PyKaMHu. IIpoias yepes3 CTONBKO UCIBITAHUN U YOUNUCTB, OH
npuoOpesT 3HaHUS 0 PACIIONOKEHUH MBI U UX OBUXKEHWU. [I03TOMY OH BOCIIOIb30BAJICS CBOUMM
3HAHUSIMHU ¥ IPOMIOJIKKII Maccax, HaflaB/IMBas Ha Te MecTa, rae Cecuib Ob110 OosbHee Bcero. CHOBa
Pa37aNKuch CTOHHI.

On IIOYYBCTBOBAJI CKPEITOE OBUZKEHNE 3a CTEHO! KOMHATHI. HaBepH;[Ka I10 3BYKaM TAXKeJIOTro
ObIXaHUA 1 CTOHAM HallaAdBIIHWE PEIINUJIN, 9YTO HOBO6pa‘-IHBIe IIpeaarnTCd HOYHBEIM YTeXaM. OH XKmar,
KOrga OHHU COeJlaloT HGpBLIfI II1ar, HO He HaXOOMII ero XKeJIaHHBIM.



«Ecnu OBl He 3TH Oypaky, TO cefyac f...— pa3MbIIUILs 00 3ToM, IcTHaH caM cebe yousuiics: — Ecnu
Ob1 He Obl10 yOUi? YTo Torma?»

Oun nocmoTpen Ha Cecunb, 3agbixaronlyiocs nog HUM. C ee ry06 CphIBalUCh CTOHEL, €€ TEeJI0
M3BHBAJIOCh U BHITMOANOCh OT 00JIM, KOTHa OH aBUJI Ha ee caMble UYBCTBUTEJIbHEIE MecTa. Ee ogexma
Oplna pacTpelaHa, a AbIXaHWe — y4YallleHHBIM. B yronkax cjierka moKpaCHEBIIUX T'lla3 OecTenu
CJIE3HI.

CBeTIible BOIOCH pa3MeTanucChb M0 KPOBATH, MePIaA B ITIOJIyMPAdKe KOMHATEI, d €€ BOOIHNUCTEIE
3eJIeHbIe T'1a3a OBUIM IMOX0XKHK Ha KPHUCTAJIJIBI IIPKU CBETE JIAMIIHI. 3cTHaH He MOT OTOPBATE OT HEe
B3rjisigad, PAa3MBIIIIAA O TOM, KTO 3Tad XKEHIIIWHA.

[TpuHIlECCa, TpUEXaBIas U3 faneKoi CTpaHbl, YTOOH BEIUTH 3a HET0 3aMyXK. Ero xeHa. Y, cornacHo
00eTy, JTaHHOMY BO BpeMs IIepEMOHUY BeHYaHUs, JKEeHIIMHA, KOTopas HaBceraa CTaHeT ero
CIIyTHULIEH B XKU3HU. B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{la €r0 MBICIM OJOCTUTIM 3TOU TOYKH, BIIEPBLIE 3a 0YEHb
[OJITOe BpeMS OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK KPOBb IIPHUJIAIIA K €ro JIULY.

«KaxkeTcs, 4TO-TO UET He TaK», — IIOyMaJl OH.
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