— Hackonpko s moHuMaro, nenu MpsH coBpasa, 4ToOB CKPBEITH Ballle MECTOHAX0XKaeHue. Bam o6oum
crengyeT IPeobsiBUTh OOBUHEHME B Jaue JIOXKHBIX IT0OKa3aHUM, — MpoMypJibikan Kelix,
OCTAHABIMBASCH U HAOII0MasI, KaK TOPHUYHAS HEPBHO CriIaThIBaeT. — BIpoueMm, eciii BEl OCTAaHETECh
Ha MecTe U He y0exuTe 00 MOero Bo3BpallleHus, To s 3a0yay 00 3TOM.

T'opHUYHAS MOJT4a KUBHYJIA, COTTIAINAsCh. 3apyYUBIINCh €€ COTPYOHUYECTBOM, KeiH BRIIPSIMUIICS U
BBITIYCTHJI €€ U3 CBOUX PYK. BOT u Bce... moka. OH UCIIOTb30BAJI BIACTh UMIIEPATOPA, YTOOHI, TI0 CYTH,
BHIHYIUTD ee He 6exaTh. [I0CKOIBKY OHA COMpPOBOXKAaNa MpaH B UMIEPAaTOPCKUY ABOPEI, TO IIOKa
OCTaHeTCS 37eCh.

— Torma maBait BCTpeTUMCS 03kKe, — CKa3ajl KeiH ¢ OBOJIbLHOH YIBIOKOM, TPeXae YeM
IIOBEPHYTHCS U YUTH.

CHYCTFI JOJIT0€ BPpEeM4 IIOCIIe TOr0, KakK Keiin CKDERIJICA U3 BUNY, CasTaga OIIyCTHUIIaCh Ha KOJIEHH.

«YTO C 3TO HUM?» — OHA IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAK YTO-TO BHYTPH IIePEBEPHYIOCH, TIOYYBCTBOBAIa
3HAKOMBLIY T'OJION B €r0 I'a3ax.

«OH Bepget cebs Tak xke, Kak Upau!»

HaBsizuuBas m1000Bb TOCIIOKY cpaboTasa, KOTrja oHa IoAayMasla, YTo Jilo0uMasi CiTyKaHKa ITOKUAaeT
ee, u Terneph KeliH Ben cebs Tak xke. Ecnu ocTaBuTh B CTOpoHe Mp3H, HaBsI34uKBHE YyBCTBa KeliHa
MOJKHEI OBITH HallpaBiieHH Ha «Cecunb». [IoueMy Temeph OHa CTaja ILeJibio eTo ofgepxRuMocTu? CaMo
110 cebe 3T0 He 00s3aTeIbHO OBLIO IIJIOX0; 9TO TOpa3fo JIyYille, YeM BCTpeda C BpakaeOHOCThIO.

«Ecnu mogymaTs, 9YTO CIIYYMIJIOCH C AYIIOW U3HadaabHOU CBATOU? BepHeTCs U 0OHA B 3TO TEJIO, €CIIH
s UCUE3HY?»

Ee nenbio 661710 3aMeHUTh CECUITb ¥ BOUTH B €€ TeJI0, HO YTO IOTOM OyneT ¢ TesioM CBATON? ITO ObLI
BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIU I'Ty00Ko Oecrokoun ee. KoHewyHo, ecu Obl TepBOHaYabHAS [AyIlla 3afiepKanach,
oHa Okl mana o cebe 3HaTh. Ho CBATas HU pa3y He CIIbIIANa, YTOOE TOBOPUTI IIePBOHAaYAIbHEIH
BJIafenetl.

Tem He MeHee, oHa Oblyla yOexKOeHa, YTO €C/IM ee Aylla MOKWHET 3TO TeJI0, TO HACTOSIIas AyIla
CBATOU CMOXKeT BepHYThCA. TONbKO Kak CeCusib OHa CMOXKET YCIIOKOUTH Cepalle dCTUaHa.

«f menaro 3TO Oyid Bcex. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, S AOJI2KHA BOUTHU B Teno CeCumb».

EnvHCTBEHHOM XepTBoit OymeT 3mopelika Cecub.

OTOT 11aH TaKXkKe YMEeHbBILIUT ee YyBCTBO BUHEL. CBsiTasl 3HaJa O ClIyXaxX Ha yulle,
OKpyKaroumx ummnepartpuiy. HemaBuue O6bU11 0c00EHHO CKaHAabHBL: TOBOPUIIH, YTO IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK
MMIIEpaTop NepecTas HaBellaTh ee, UMIlepaTpUlla BopBanach K HeMy U 6pocusnach Ha Hero. MpasH



Onlna B APOCTH, PA3TJIaroJIbCTBYSA 000 Bcex HOJIpOGHOCTHX CKaHAJIbHOT'O pOMaHa.

— Bboxe munoctuswli! I'0BOPST, 4TO 3aTeM OHA BOPBAlach IPSMO B I'JIaBHBIM OBOPEI M MOMILITaIach
BLIIOMAaTh OBEPh €ro BenudecTBa! A MOTOM LieTBIMU JHSIMH OCTaBajlach C HUM B €T0 IOKOSIX! -
B3BU3THYNMa Mp3H. OHa T'POMKO ceToBaja Ha TO, YTO JJOCTOMHCTBO UMIIEPATPUIIBI ObIJIO PACTOIITAHO, U
OecrokounIachk 0 TOM, Kak JIpyrue HapoJabl OTHECYTCS K 9TOMY IIPOUCIIECTBHUIO.

CBsTOI IPUIITIOCH HE3AMETHO BHITHPATh CITIOHY C YTOJIKa pTa.

«Tuu Hanponet? MaTte Boxbsa».

OHa meNCTBUTEINBHO MTPABUIIBHO Cejlalia, BCTaBUB KJTIOYEBOE CIIOBO «3HEPTUYHEBIN».

— Yo THI 37eCh memnaels? S roBopuia Tebe He BHIXOOUTh 0e3 Heo0X0guMOCTH, — rooc UpsH
BEIPBaJ CBATYIO U3 3amyMunBocTH. OHa He CIIBIIIaia, KaK ey BHIIIIA U3 CBOeH KOMHATHI, TI0Ka
OblyIa 3aHsATa BOCIOMMHAHHUSIMU O CBOMX [HSIX B KAYECTBE aBTOpA.

— {1 mpocTo HeHa#oNro cxoauia B BaHHYI0, — CBSATas peliniia, 4To JIy4llle BCEr0 COXPaHUTh BCTPEUY
¢ KeiitHOM B cekperTe.

— l'oToBbCS OBICTPO. MBI HANIPaBIIEMCS BO IBOPEL] HMIIePaTPHUIIEL.

Cadaras cxkana Ky/laku oT BonHeHud. Otnuuno! [Ipunino Bpems n03HaKOMUTHCS ¢ «Cecunb». Cnenys
3a Wpan, Cearas Gpocusna nociaemHUil BT B CTOPOHY UCUe3HYyBIIero KeliHa.

«Ecnu momymaTh, s CHOBa YIIyCTHJIa CBOM ITaHC!»

[Tocne toro, kak KeliH yiies, geByllKa [I04yBCTBOBaJIa OTPOMHOe COXKaJleHUe, HO TOJIbKO cerndac
IIOHAIA, TI0YEeMy.

«4 He enoBamna ero!»

Kak TombpKO cBsiTast BoumeT B Teno Cecusb, 00mbie He OyOeT BO3MOKHOCTH ITOBECENUTLCS C KeltHOM.
9710 OBLI ee MMOCJIeIHUH LIaHC.

«Boxe. OH BBICOKHH, ¥ ¥ HETO TaKue MIUPOKUe Iieuyr. meanbHbIM o0pa3 pelllaps-KOMaHgopa...»

BcrmomuHast, KakoBO OBIIIO 0Ka3aThCs B JIOBYIIIKE MEXK[Y €T0 PyKaMy U CTEHOMH, OHAa II0YyBCTBOBAsIa
I00yKeHNe MUIEITHYTHCS 0 3eMJII0 OT BOJIHEeHHs. IloueMy OHa He HOOyMasach MPHUKOCHYTHCSI CBOMMHU
ry0aMu K ero B TOT MOMeHT? E# Bpsif T IPeNCcTaBUTCS ellle ONWH IITaHC, ¥ 9Ta MBICIh MyYHIIa ee
HEeTIPeKPAIIAIOIIAMCS COXKalTeHHEM.
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[To npubwiTuu MpaH U ee CIyTHUIILI, OHU OBLIM COIIPOBOXKIEHEI CITyKUTEJISIMU JBOPIIA UMIIEPATPHUIIHL.
CBsTas He MOTJla He TJla3eTh Ha BeJIMKOJIENNe, KOTAa UX BeJIM 10 BHYTPEHHUM 3ajlaM.

«4l, KOHeYHO, 3Hal0, YTO OIucana OBOpen KakK CaMO€e KPpaCuBO€ MeCTO B MHUDe€, HO...»

Ho Bce paBHO ObIJI0 HEOXKUOAHHOCTHIO YBUETh, HACKOJILKO BEJIUKOJIENIeH JBOPel] BXUBYI0. Bce ee
coxaneHus 00 ymnyieHHOM IaHce ¢ KeitHoM Ob OBICTPO CMETEHBI MBICISIMU O TOM, YTOOHI CTaTh
BJIaflesIblieM 3TOT0 MECTa.

«OTHBIHE BCe 9TO OyET MOUM... BK/II04as JCTHaHa, KOHEYHOY.

Bckope ux npuBenu K orpoMHoM aBepu. be3 06bscHeHUH ObIT0 0YEBUAHO, YTO 3a HEW HAXOOUTCS
KOMHAaTa UMIIePaTPUIIBL.

— Baime BenuuecTtBo, nenu Mpan npubbiyia, — TPOMKO 0OBSIBUII CTOSILINYN CHApYKU phIllaph.

OpHako UX BCTPETHUIIO MOJTYaHue.

— Bame Benuuectso. Jlenu Mpan npubsinna! — [leKypHBINM KPUKHYTI ellle pa3 4yTh rpoMue. TeM He
MeHee, OTBeTa He 1ocaenosano. Cyru 0OMeHsIUCh paCTePSIHHBIMY B3TIAaMU.

— B yeMm meno? — copocuna MpsH.

— Yro-To He Tak...Ele HemaBHO UMITepATPHIlA TaK KOana negu MpaH... — mpo6opMoTan ClIyKUTeb.

— MoxeT, ¢ Hel cryuunach 6efa? — PUCKHYIT IPEIONIO0XKUTh APYTON NEeXKYPHBIH.

Brinio 6Bl y2KacHO, ecniy OBl C UMIIEpPATPUIIEH IPOU30IIeN KakKou-HuOyoh UHIKUOEHT. MMmepaTop u
PHIIIapb-KOMaHOUP TOIBKO CETONHS MOKUHYIHU ABOpel. Ecimu uMnepaTpulia yxe nocrpagasna oOT
HECYaCTHOTO CIy4asi, CIyru OyaoyT oOpedeHbl BCTPETUTD CBOM KOHeEII.

Korpa ux mocienymoInyre KpUKU TaK U OCTATUCh 0e3 0TBeTa, CTPAXKHUKY PEIIUIH, YTO He MOTYT
00JIbIlIe XKOATh.

— IIpoctuTe Hac, Baie BenudecTBO! Mul BoiieM! — CIyru MOMBITAIUCh OTKPHITh ABEPH, HO BCKOPE
BCe 3aCThI/IU B IIOKe, — Ballle Bemu4ecTBO, BH... boxke!

«XM? Yto 9710 Takoe? YTo cnyuunoch?» — CBsTas Orjigaena CTpaxy U 3arjisiHyjia B OTKPHITHE ABEPU.
ITaxke oHa He MOTJIa He ITPHCBUCTHYTh, YBUMEB Ilepen co00¥ KapTUHY: B KOMHATE UMIIEpaTpulia



BOCCeaJla BEpPXOM Ha KpaCHBOM CEOOBJIACOM IOHOIIIE.
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