— Buu3s! — npukasana Cecuns. Puyapm HEBOIBHO HAKIOHUIICS CO CITBIIIMMBEIM CTYKOM. — Bay, mo6as
KoMaH/a paboTaet?!

— Pa3zBe s Tebe He TOBOPUI? — ICTHAH PACCMESIIICS.

— Torpa Ha 3TOT pas... — rina3a Cecunb 3a61eCTeNny 0T yIOBOILCTBUS, KOTIa OHA CHOBA
3akpuyasa: — [lon3ai Ha yeTBepeHbKax!

— Xeit! — mpoTecTyolle BOCKIUKHYI PUudap/, HO €ro TeJlo COrHYI0Ch, YTOOH BEPHO BBHITOHUTD
IIpUKa3 uMIeparTpusl. Becenbe Cecusb IpogosKaoch ellle HeKOTOPoe BpeMs, IT0Ka B KOHIIe KOHI[OB
Puyapp He Jier Ha [ONT ¥ He Hadasl YMOJIATh:

— Octuasn! Iloxanyicra, 0CTaHOBUTE CBOIO KeHY!

— C 4dero 6bI? — II0 €70 MHEHMIO, Mar ellle He CcAesaj HU4ero, YTo0bl pacIIaTUThLCS 3a XKeJlaHue
II0CESTh Xa0C B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM ABOpILe. OTU CTPafaHUs ObLIM HUYEM.

— TakuMu TeMIaMu, YyBCTBYIO, OHa 3aCTaBUT MEHS JIasiTh, Kak C00aKy, U MOMIO3aTh, YTOOH IU3aTh
ee ngaTKu! — B3BBUI PUuvapm.

Cecunb HaxMypuach, HO IIOCTENEHHO ee BhIpaXKeHue JIilla CMEHUIOCh UHTEPEeCOM. BBIT K 9TO
MOMEHT, KOT{la OHa OTKPhIia I'Jla3a Ha HOBBIM MUP?

— IlompoGyeMm u 3T0?

OcTHaH C yOOBIETBOPEeHUEM HalOIomai, Kak ero MIepaTpulia pa3snekaetcs. OHa IIpuKa3aa
Puyapay mpomoni3T JecsiTh KPYroB 10 KOMHATE, IIOTHSB OOHY HOT'Y; OBIZIO 0YEBUIHO, YTO €€
HEJOBOJIbLCTBO UHIIMAEHTOM C ['mpraHTuel ObIIO HOBOIBHO IITyOOKHUM. YTEIeHHbIN TeM, 4TO He OymeT
HUKAKUX 1po6JieM, moKa OH OyeT YHUUTOXKAaTh T'ePIIOrCTBO, MYKYNHA CIIPOCHIT:

— Teneps TH 4yBCTByellb ce0s CIOKOMHEE?

— Otyactu — ma, Ho... — Cecusb 3aMoiIdasa.

— Ho?

— Pa3Be BH He MOXKeTe He UITH Ha BOWHY, Ballle BEIMYECTBO? — €e TOH OBIJT CMeChI0 BOPYAHMUS,
MONELOEBI, TOCKH U OECIIOKOMCTBA.

OMmoruu B royioce Cecuib IOYTH 3aCTaBUIM JCTHAHA OTBETUTh, UYTO OH He TOHOET, HO MyXKYMHA
COIIPOTHUBIISJICS UMITYNIbCY. C ee TOYKM 3PeHUsT 3TO Ka3alioch He Ooyiee 4eM 3aXBaTHUYECKOW BOMHOWM,



HO [IJIST Hero 3To OblIo monroM. Kak HMIIEpaTop, OH obeIrasn OTIIaTUTh CBOUM Bparam I10 3acCJjiyraM u
He OTCTYIIUTCA OT CBO€Ero CJIOBa.

— JTOro 51 He MOTy CHeaTh, — CKa3ajl JCTHaH.

— ¢ moHMMar0, — BMeCTO TOr0, YTOOR HacTanBaTh, CeCHIb CKaJjla ero PyKy, IOOHSIIA ee U IpuxKaja
K cBouM ry6am. — TeMm He MeHee, s HafleloCh, UTO Thl BEPHEIIIhCS OBICTPO, B IIEJIOCTH ¥ COXPAHHOCTH.

OcTuaH Moj4a HaKJIOHUJICS, YTOOB TUXO NOIeI0BaTh ee B 100. TeM BpeMeHeM OTKyZAa-TO C3aau
Puyapp npokpuuar:

— 91, rony6ku! A mpobexkan mecaTh KPyros!

AxT 6: CTaBKa Ha BCe

— OTO MOJHBIM OTCTOM, — mpoBopYasa CBsTas, Tisias Ha cebs B 3epkaje. Ee BOIoCH Ovlu
OTpe3aHbhl, a UX MPeXKHUU TeMHBIN 1IBEeT U3MEHUJICS Ha CBETJIO-KOPUYHEeBHIN. Bro6aBoK KO BCEMY, OHa
HOCHJIa TOJICTEIE OUKHU C TOJIOBOKPYKUTENIbHOM AuonTpuei. — JIro6oBb — 3TO rpex. ['pex, roropio xe!
Kak mameko s 3aX0XKy, 4TOOH 3am0NTyYuTh cebe MyKUYKUHY... — TPOOOPMOTasa OHA CO B3JOXOM.

— Tr1 yxke roToBa? fd nencTBUTENBHO YAy 6e3 Tebs! — KpukHyia MpaH c3anu.

CBsiTast HEMEJIEHHO O6epHYJ'[aCB C ﬂpKOI;I YHBI6KOfI H OTBETHIIA:

— Ox Kak BB MOXKeTe, Mujenu? f xXay co BuepallHero Beyepa. UgemMTe CKOpee B UMIIEPaTOPCKUU
gBoperr!

OHa He nrana — CBgTas XKaajla 3TOr0 OHS, 3aTauB [IbIXaHUeE, C TEX IOP, KaK y3Hasa, 4YTO eCTh
BO3MOXKHOCTh BEPHYThCS B ©MIlepuaJl. [Ipo1ino 0KoIo Heflenu ¢ TeX 1op, Kak MpaH BHE3aIHO
BEpHYIach B 0OCOOHSK U 3asBUIIa:

—4d pelniia CTaThb CHY}KaHKOﬂ ee BelIu4yecTBal — TOPHUYHEBIE TYT XK€ IIPUHAINCH 3a OeJI0 U Ha4Yalll
YIIaKOBLIBATH BEIIN HpSH

— Cnyxauka? Ho kak? — cnpocumna Cssitasg. O0bsiBIeHHM 0 BEIOOpax CiyKaHOK He 0v110. Kak aTo
IIPOM30LIIO0 TaK BHE3AMHO?

— Xwmd. Ee BenmnuecTBO criennaabHO IIPUTIACHIIa MEHS IIpUeXaTh BO IBOPEIl B KaYECTBE ee
cnyxauku. OHa, MOMXKHO OBITh, ObLNIa BIIeYaTIeHa MOeH yCIIeBaeMOCThI0, — CaMOIOOBOJIbHO OTBETHUIA
IeByIIKa. JTO IMpaBfa, uTo VpsH mpou3Bea BuedaTnenre Ha Cecuib, X0Ts, CKopee, OHa Oblla
TIOpaXkeHa TeM, KaK I'Palli03HO I0Has 6aropofHas fjaMa pacKpUTHKOBaja U nuinuia FOnuany mapa
peyn.



— Kaxk 05l To HE OBITIO, 3TO IIpeKpacHo! 4 HeMenneHHO co0epy Belnu! — BocKnuKHya Cesitas. XoTs
OHa BCe ellle He [0 KOHIIa IIOHUMaJla CUTyallulo, eByIlKa yXBaTUIach 3a IIaHC BOUTHU B
uMnepaTtopckui neopel]. OHa yXke xoTena 6exaTh cOOMPaTHCS B AOPOTY, KakK BAPYT MpaH cxBaTuiia
ee 3a MIKUDPKY.

— Tel HEe MOXKeITb YUTH. Tl OCTaEIIbCS, — TBEPAO CKalana MpaH.

— Yto0 3a xpe... — CBsAITass OCTAaHOBUIACH, ORICTPO IMOMPABIASACH: — I-3, YTO 3HAUUT HEJIh3S?

— 41 obemato HaBemaTs TeOs, TaK YTO Oy[b XOPOIIEN MeBOUYKON U ITPUCMOTPHU 3a OCOOHSIKOM, ITOKa
MeHs He OymeT. Cap KeiftH He OoTIyCTUT Te0s, €CIU Thl CHOBA MOSIBUIILCST B UMIIEPATOPCKOM
nBopile. MHe MPHUIIIOCh COBPaTh, YTO Te0s 3mech He Obly1o, YTOOR 0TOCaTh ero! Tak uyto 6ymb
OmaromapHa!

— Cospats? OTOCnaTh €ro?

— 4 obbsicuuma, 4To TeOs ocienuia a060Bb K MyKUKMHE, KOTOPOTO TH BCTPeTHUIa B 6ape, ¥ HOUbIO
cbexarna ¢ MOMMHM gparoleHHOCTsIMU. OH BEPHYJICS C PaCTEPSHHBIM BUIOM. BoIbIile HUYEro He
CIpaIuBall.

«M3 Bceli 1KH, II0YEeMy OHa CKa3ajla UMEeHHO 3Ty?!»

CasTas mpu3Haiach, YTo OblJla HEMHOT'O ITIOMeIllaHa Ha MyK4YKWHaX, HO HUKOI'Tla He OIycKaack [0
BOopoBcTBa! Kakoi HempenBumeHHEIN TOBOPOT coObITHI! TeM He MeHee OHa He CoaBaiach u
BIIETIMJIACh B IIOMIOJI IIJIAThs TOCIOXKH. [[eByIlIKa KaTanach I10 IOoJTy, Kak pebeHoK, Tpebyst, 4ToOH ee
B3s1/1U ¢ co0oi. HecMOTps Ha Bce yCunus, IOCTIeOHSAS CTOSITIa TBEPHO, ¥ OHU 00a 0CTaBaJIUCh B
0e3BEIXOOHOM ITI0JIOKEHUY [0 KOHIIA IHS, T0Ka B KOHIle KOHIIOB MIp3H He choanach — IPU OTHOM
YCIIOBUH:

— INepeonenbcsi! Vi3MeHM OTMHY BOJIOC ¥ IIBET Toxke! — moTpeboBana UpaH.

Bce 3T0 mpuBeno K HeIHEIIHeMY mosiBneHui0 CBaToi. OHa Oblsla HEIOBOIbHA, HO HUYETO He
nopesnaens. OHa CIIBIIIaNa, YTO DCTHAH BCKOPE COOMPAETCS HAMaCTh Ha ITUI0. ITO 03HAYAJIO, YTO
0CTaJIOCh He TaK MHOT'O BPeMEHH 0 KaTaCTPOPHUIECKOTo COOBITHS, KOTHA OH coifeT ¢ yMa. YToOw
YCIIOKOUTH ero, CBSITOM HYKHO OBI7I0 BOMTH B Teno Cecunb. Korma 3To mpou3oiiieT, OHa OCTaBUT CBOE
HEIHEIIHee TeJjlo, I09TOMY AeBYIIKa IIOIIa Aasblie, IOACTPUTria U IIOKpacuia BoJIOCH. TeM He
MEHee, II0 KaKOH-TO IIpr4Y¥He, OHa He MOTJIa He ITOYYBCTBOBATE HEKOTOPYIO I'PYCTh.

«HeT. 9T0 BpeMeHHOe Tejio. He 0 yeM coxaneTb».

CasTas yKpenuia CBOI0 PeIIUMOCTb, CafisiCh B KapeTy, HallpaBJIABIIyIOCS BO OBopell. [lepBoe, 4TO OHA
moyKHa OblJTa CHenaTh CEeromHs, BOMOS B MMIEPATOPCKUM OBOPEI], 9TO KaK MOXKHO CKOpee IMOOOUTH K
Cecuib. OTO — eMUHCTBEHHEIA CIIoc0o0 CHacTy JcTUaHa.



3a UCKJII0OUEeHHEM TOT'0, YTO BCETO Jepes3 Tpu 4acCa CpsiTasg 0Ka3ajaach B OTUASTHHOM II0JIOXKEHUH.

— Kaxk mo6ombiTHO, — pa3Mbsin KeiiH, yneibasick CBsiToi. — Kak Mor KTo-To, KTO 6e3paccymHo
OTHAJ CBOE TEJI0 ¥ CEPJLe CIy4YalHOMY YeJIOBEKY U IOXUTHUII IPArOleHHOCTH CBOEH TOCIIOKH,
HAXOOHUTCS 3[eCh, B UMIIEPATOPCKOM ABOPIE?
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