Cecunb ycTaBuIach Ha YeJI0BEeKa, CTOSBIIETO epen Hel Ha KoneHsaX. C IpSMBIMU Cepe0pPUCTHIMU
BOJIOCAMH [IO TI0sICa ¥ TJIyOOKUMHU TOyOBIMU T'JIa3aMH, IIOX0XKMMH Ha JTa3ypHOe Hebo,
IIPUBJIEKATEILHOTO KpacaBiia B o0pa3e KpacHUBOTO MaJIeHbKOI0 Manburka. OH U37Ty4as IpeKpacHbIH,
HO KaJIKU¥ BUI, KOTOPHIM BEI3bIBAJI ¥ CMOTPSILETO XkKejlaHue MOAAPa3HUuTh; KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM, OyaTo
MUJIBIN IIIEHOYEK, OH BHI3BIBAJI y KEHIINH XeJlaHue cKa3aTh: «Ciefyi 3a MHOU U JIOKUChH Ha MO0
KPOBAThH».

Tak oTpearupoBaso 6bl GONIBIUIMHCTBO XEHIIUH, KpoMe Cecub.

— 910 ke Puyappn! — ucnyranHo 3akpudasna Cecus.

BHemHOCTh Puyapaa U3 MyKUMHHI JIET TPUAIATH CMEHUIACh HA MTOJPOCTKA, He MOCTHUTIIETO IIOJI0BOH
3PeroCTH, HO COMHEHHUH B TOM, YTO OH ORI FJITaBHHIM MaroM, pa30pBaHHBIM Ha KYCKU UMIIEPATOPOM,
He OLLJIO.

— ¥x THL. Y KaK OHa MeHd y3Hana? — cupocui Puyapp ¢ u30eBKOU, BCTaBas U CTUpas XKajkoe
BBIpakKeHME CO CBOETO JIUIIA.

— Brino 0wl cTpaHHO He y3HATh TeOs, He JyMaelb?

— IomxeH TeOe CKa3aTh, YTO HUKTO KpoMe Tebs He y3HAJl MeHs, — I10xKaJ Ijedamu Mar. U co
B3TJISIIOM «A s TOBOPUII!» TIOBEPHYJICS K DCTHUAHY ¥ CKPECTHUJI PYKHU Ha TPY[IH.

Cecwub Gbita cOUTA C TONKY — KaK OCTaIbHBEIE He y3Hanmu ero? OgHAKO OHa XOTejla IepeiTH K 6osee
HACYIITHOM mTpobieme.

— Jla. 9to Puyapa, — oTBeTUIT DCTUAH. YBUOEB 00MKEHHBIN B3TIIsiO Cecusnb, OH ORICTPO ITPOIOIIKIII:
— O, He CMOTPH Ha MEHS TaK, 51 0OBSICHIO.

[Torpe6oBanock HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, ITpexe YeM JCTHaHy HaKOHel] yoanochk yoenuTs Cecunb B
OOTOBOPEHHOCTH.

— 3HAYWUT, TH TOBOPHUIIIL, YTO OH HE MIPUYMHUT MHE BPpEea U JOJI2KEH 66301"0B0p0‘-IHO 3alllUINaTh MEeHsA
M3-3a Maru4yeckoro obera?.. — HEepEeIINTEJIbHO IIOOBITOZXKHNIIa Cecuinb.

— BepHO, Tak 4TO MOXKeIllb CIaTh CIIOKOWHO, — 3aBEPUJI ee JCTHAH.

— Tl Tak roBOpHUIIL, HO... — Cecusb 3aMoT4asa, BCIOMHUB, KaK Puyapy oka3ajics BUHOBEH B TOM,
YTO IPUHEC SHUI0 IPU3PAYHOTO 3BEPS, YCTPOUI OECIOPSINOK B MMIIEPAaTOPCKOM [IBOPIlE, X KaK OH
TpomoKas 601TaTh, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO €My PaCUJIeHUNIA PYKH ¥ meto. Jlaxe To, yTo [MpranTus
PACTOITal ero, He CMOTJI0O OCTAHOBUTh MYKUMHY.



B rnazax Cecusnb SBHO OTpaXaJiCh TPeBOra ¥ HaCTOPOXKEHHOCTh. [10 mpaBpe rosopsi, IcTuaH
0ecIIoKOuICS He MeHbIlle Hee, HO OH He MOT MPUAYMAaTh HUKOTO, KTO JIy4Ille IOOX0muII OBl IJIs ee
oxpaHtl B ero u KeitHa oTcyrcTBue. CriocoOHOCTH Puyapaa Oblsid HeoCIoOpuMEL. ETo TUTYI raBel
Bammau MaroB o3Hayall, 4To Ha KOHTUHEHTe He OBIJI0 HUKOTo 00jiee MCKYCHOT'O ¥ CUJIBHOTO B Maruy,
yeM oH. EmMHCTBEeHHAs nmpobiieMa 3aKiiiodanach B TOM, YTO 9TOT YeJIOBEK OBII IIOYTHU CyMacIIeLInM.

K cyacThio, Koria SCTHAH MPeAJIoKUIT HAlIOXKUTh Ha PUYapma Maruyeckue OrpaHUYeHUs, Mar
IIOCJIYIIIHO COTJIACHUJICS, €CJI 3TO 03HA4aJjI0, YTO OH MOXKET OCTaThCS Ha CTOPOHE MMIlepaTpHUIlbl. Ero
TIePEeTIOoJIHSIoNIee TI000MBTCTBO K CeCHIb 3aCTABHUIIO €T0 IPHHATH IPeIIoKeHne DCTHaHa 00
0CcBOOOXKMeHNHU B 00MeH Ha oxpaHy 0e30I1acHOCTH UMIepaTpuilsl. Ha camMoM ferie, OH Haxke yMOJSI
00 aTOM.

— Jroro 6ymeT moctaToyHO? Temeps s HUKOT{a HE CMOTY IPUYHMHUTD BPe[ Balllel xkxeHe. Maro Toro,
s cHenal Tak, YTO eCJIK OHa YMPET, TO U S Toxke yMpy. [JomkeH Nu s fo0aBUTH ellle YTO-T0? —
Puyapq c 9HTy3uMa3MOM U JTMKOBaHMEM HadaJl HaK/IaAblBaTh Ha ce0s Marndeckue OrpaHudeHus.
Iaxe B rima3ax dCTHaHa KOJMYECTBO HATOXKEHHBIX OTPaHUYEeHU ObII0 Ype3MepHEIM. Yero ele oH
MOT IIPOCUTH?

— Tebe mpupmeTcss HEMHOT'0 U3MEHUTDH CBOM BHEIIHUM BUI, — MPOKOMMEHTHPOBAI JCTHaH. BHemHM!
BUL Pruuappa Obln y3HaBaeM; OBIIO MyZipee U MeHee XJIOIIOTHO CKPHITh €T0 TMYHOCTh, U 9TO Oblla
IpocCTas 3agaya Ojs KOJAyHa.

— ¢ He BO3paxalo TPOTUB CMEHHI BHEITHOCTH, HO... MHE KaXKeTCs, IIepe Balllel XKeHo 9T0 OygeT
0eCCMEBICIIEHHO.

— YTo THI MMeelllb B BUAY?

— YTO CaBIMIau.

HMnepaTop HegoyMeBaJl, 4TO 3a YellyXy HeceT Pudyapp, HO 0Ka3asock, 4To CeCunb NelCTBUTEILHO
y3HaJla ero ¢ nepBoro B3risifga. CTpaHHO, YTO HUKTO OPYTrOM He CMOT 3TOTO CHeJaTh.

OpHako oka3aock, uTo Cecuib OblIa UCKTIOYEHHEM. DCTHAH Npu3Bal KeitHa MpoBEpPUThH
MaCKMPOBKY Pu4appa, ¥ X0TsI KOMaHAWD PhILIapei B KOHIIe KOHIIOB 00HAPYXKUIT MMYHOCTb Pruyapaa,
TIOYYBCTBOBAB €T0 MaHy, faXke OH CHayajia He CMOT OIPeeUTh UCTUHHBIN 00IMK MaIbuUIIKH.

TToMHEMO BCETO 9TOTO, OCTABaJIOCh ellle felio o nmpuHiiecce FOnmuane. Ee cuma He Gbllla aTaKyIOUIEH, HO
HY2KHO OBIJTO TOHSTH, KaK OHA padoTaeT. Cecuib HYXKHO 3aAIUTUTh, a FOIHaHy — OCTAaHOBUTD, U MJIS
3TO¥ paboThl He OBIIO IYYIIEero YejgoBeka, 4eM Pudapm.

— Cecurp, BCe B IOpsAKe, — YTEIINUJI OCTHUaH, KOTrga OHa CIIpsTalach 3a ero CIuHy, UCIIyTaHHO
rnsansa Ha Pudappa.



— Ho s Bce ete 6010Cch, — IIpoIIeIliTalla JEeBYIIKa.

— Yero? 4 uto, OemeHnHas cobaka? — moxkayoBajcs Pugap.

— 4 mokaxy, uTo Bce OymeT xopoio. Cecunb, faBali, 0THau mMo0y0 KoMaHAy Puyapay, — ckKaszan
SCTHUaH.

— Komanpy?

— Ia. ITo MOXKeT ORITh UTO YTOOHO. YTO-TO MaKCHMaIbHO YHU3UTEIbHOE. YTO-TO, YTO THI OHI
COMHEeBaJlacCh, YTO OH Korga-mubo OymeT memnaTh.

Cecunb 3amyManach: 4To e ToBopun Puyapn MuHyTy Ha3an? bemenas cobaka? BcioMHUB XKanoly
MyxuuHbl, Cecusnb npukasana Puyapay:

— Cupetsb! — Puyapp TyT XKe OmyCTHICS Ieper Hell Ha KOJIeHU. — YTO NPOUCXOOUT? — YOUBIIEHHO
cripocuna Cecuss.

— Kak Bupunib, Pruyapn 6€30roBOPOYHO IOOUUHSETCS TBOUM CJIOBaM.

Cecuib OCTOPOXKHO BHIIIIA M3-3a CIUHEI JCTUAHA.

— 41 Bce emge 6€CIIOKOIOCH, TIO3TOMY AyMalo, YTO IOMPOo6Yy0 APYTYI0 KOMaHLY.

Puuapp co ctpaxoM Ha0ioman, Kak UMIeparpuia oopetaeT Bce 60bllle YBEPEHHOCTH, U
npo0opMOTaIt:

— Y-yT0 TH cOOMpaentbCs?..
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