[Toka FOnuana moBTopsina uHdopmaluio Cecuiib, BHYTPU TapEJIKM CTAIM PACXOOUTHCS KpyTH. B
KOMHaTe He OBIIIO CKBO3HSKOB, HO BOJja IJIecKasiach, Kak Oymryioiiee Mope. [IpuHIiecca BEIPIMUIaCh
¥ TI0JIOKUJIa PYKY Ha TapeJKy, BHITYCTUB SPKYIO BCILIIIKY CBETa.

HepBHo B3rnsiHyna B 0KHO. IIITOpE! OBUIM MIJIOTHO 3aIePHYTH, HO IEBYIIKA BCe paBHO 00sJ1ach, YTO
BCIIBIIIKY 3aMeTsAT. Bl mpupgeTcst HeNerko, eciu ee Coco6HOCTH 6yayT 00HApYyKEHE, HE3aBUCUMO OT
TOT'0, TOMMYT JIU OPYTHE, YTO 3TO CUJIa APpUBEAbMEI UK HeT. Takxke OBIJIO BaXKHO, YTOOH! BEAbMEI-
XpaHUTeNX He obpalany BHUMaHUS Ha ee ITyTelleCcTBUS B uMIepuio. K cuacTeio, Ux He
MHTEepPeCcOBajIu feja JIofel, U OHU HUKOTMa He CBSI3HIBAJIMCH C Hel IepBhIMU. briarogaps ux

COBETY OKpYy2Kalollllie TakK U He Y3HaJId O ee CIIOCOOHOCTSX.

HOnuany npenymnpenunu 06 0OCTOPOKHOCTH, TaK KakK ee cuia ApuBeIbMbl ObIIa ellle HelOoIHOM, HO
OHa MMPOUTHOPHUPOBAJIA MPEOyIpexkaeHre B CBOeM HeTePIIeH!H IIpreXaTh B UMIEPHUI0. PaHbIle oHa
OblyTa HEIOBOJIbHA CBOMMM YaCTHYHBEIMHU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHU, HO TEIeph CUKTAlla 9TO yoauel. BempMbI-
XPAHUTENIM HUKOTA He CTamu Obl BCTYIAThCS 3a Hee, MOCKOJIbKY OHa OBIjIa BCETO JIUIIh
HACJIeMHUIIEH, HO, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, OeBYyIIKa MOTjia 00paTUThCS K HUM 3a COBETOM.

— K10 3T0? — BHE3aIlHO pa3maics roioc U3 TapesKu.

Y HOnuaHbl HaBOCTPUIIUCH VILIH.

«3T0, TOMKHO OBITh... TOIOC MPOOyAUBILIETOCS ! »

OH OBIn XPHUIIJIBEIM WU BSAJIBIM; FOBOpHH.II/Ifl, SABHO TOJIBKO YTO IIPOCHYBIIHNCH, HE IIEITAJICA CKPBITh
COHJINBOCTBH B CBOEM TOHE.

— 30paBCTBYH, NoYeTHas XpaHuTenbHula! MeHns 30ByT FOnuaHa, 1 — HefaBHss HaClleIHULIA
ApuBenbpMel!

[TouTuTEIPHOE IPUBETCTBHE AEBYIIKK OBIJIO 00JIee SHEPTUYHBIM U OUCIUIIIMHUPOBAHHBIM, YEM
IIPUBETCTBHE UMIIEPATOPCKOM reapauu. Ecimu KOnuaHa 4To-TO ¥ yCBOMIIA, TIOJTYYUB IIPABO
HACJIETHUIIE], TaK 9TO YTO MUP BEIbM CTPOTO MepapxuyeH. [1oKa He MOTy4usia TUTYII TIIaBHOM
BeIIbLMHI, IeBYIIKA OblJIa ITPOCTO OTHOM M3 MHOTHX JIETKO CMEHSIeMBIX [TPEEeMHHUII.

— XMm? A-a-a... d mpunmoMuHal0, 4TO Bumena TeOs paHbiie. MTak, KakoBa I1eJIb 3BOHKA?

FOnuana noyyBCcTBOBasa laB/ieHNe B TOHE BebMBI-XPAHUTENIBHULIEL; 3TO MIOKA3HIBAJIO, YTO €€ YObIOT,
ecyu feno 6ygeT TpuBUaabHEIM. OHA HEPBHO CTJIOTHYJIA, IIPEXAEe YeM OTKPHITh POT, UTOOH
3ar0BOPUTb.

— YV MeHs n1po0IeMHL C CUJIOHN. ..

— ITpo6nembr? B yem? Pa3Be MBI He 00BSICHSIIHN, YTO OOJBITMHCTBO ITPO0ieM 00bsICHEHO B KHUTE



«YacTo 3amaBaeMbie BOIPOCH O CHjie ApXBeIbMbI (3aKOHUKTE UYTEHUE, IIPeXk/Ie YeM 3adaBaTh KaKue-
160 BOIIPOCHL)»?

— KoHeuHo, 51 cHa4ana 03HAKOMUJIaCh ¢ KHUTOU. CUTyalus, ¢ KOTOPOU g CTOJIKHYJIaCh, TaM He
olucaHa, II03TOMY S U CBsi3aynachk ¢ BaMu, — oTBeTusna FOnuana. OHa B3T/IsIHyIa Ha CBOIO KPOBATh,
TZe TOBepX ofiesina Jiexana KHuUra. [[eByIlIKa IIpo4yuTaia ee OT KOPKU 10 KOPKHU; KHUTa
IEeNCTBUTEILHO 0XBAThIBAIa MHOXKECTBO PEIIeHUH M7 Pa3/IMYHbIX CUTYallMi, HO HU OfHA He OblIa
[I0X0XKa Ha ee CJy4anu.

— Ecnu a1 IIPOCMOTPIO KHUTY U YBUXKY, UYTO OHA €CThb B CIIMCKe, TOrda... YnapnuBaelib MO MEICIIB?

— K-koHeuHO! — mpoxs B rojyioce KOnuaHel IpOTUBOpEYNia YBEPEHHOMY OTBETY.

— XopoImo, — B3[OXHya BebMa, — TakK B 4eM mpobaema?

— Ecnu ObITH KPATKOM... 1 HATKHYJIAaCh Ha YeJoBeKa, He MOMIBIACTHOTO CHJIe TJIaBHOW BeIbMHI.
Kaxertcsi, 6yATo OHa MOTHOCTHIO OTPHUIIAET 3Ty CUTTY.

— YT10? OT0 HEBO3MOXKHO! — BCKpUYasa BefibMa-xpaHuTeNbHULa. CIOPIIPU3 3aCTaBUIl €€ IIOJTHOCTHIO
npocHyThCs, ¥ FOnuaHa ycrnblinana, Kak BefbMa KPUUYUT KOMY-TO I103anu Hee: — Ju! [IpockinmanTecs!
He HacTtynu Ha OyTBHIIKY! A THI, IOXKanyiicTa, yoepu 3aKyCKH, eCII yKe 3aKOHYHUJT!

[Tocnplanucek IIIyM, I'aM U IIPUTIIYIDEHHBEIE KPUKH. KOnmana morna pa306paTb 3BYKHU TPEX I'OJIOCOB —
Ka3aJIOCh, TPX BEOBMEI-XPAHUTEJIbHUIIEI C06paJ'II/ICB HaKaHYHE B€49€EpPOM, YTOOBI YCTPOUTB HOHOfIKy.

— O, B yeM feno? — BMelllanach elle OgHa XpaHUTeIbHUIIA.

— Ona TOBOPHUT, 9TO €CThb KTO-TO, Ha KOT'O CHJId Ap‘-IBeJII:MI:I HE HeﬁCTByeT, — OTBE€THJIA IIepBasd.

— He raynu. OTa geBYOHKa BUepa TOXKe Muja, Wik 4To? bpeq, KOTOPHIM OHa HEeCeT, elle XyxKe
TBOEro!

— JTo0 mpaBfa, MOYTEeHHBIE BeObMEI, — mepebusa KOnmaHa TOHOM HaCTOJIbKO BEXKJIMBLIM, HAa KaKOM
TOJIbKO OBINIa criocobHa. [[eBylllka IIPOTJIOTHIIA JKeJlaHKe BO3pa3uTh C HETOJIOBAHUEM, YTO OHA He
TaKas IbSHUIA KaK OHU. — Peub umeT o OBIBINEH MpUHIlecce, U3BeCTHOU Kak Cecuntb OpaHBbe
HaBuTaH, B HacTosIIee BpeMs — uMIepaTpulla UMIep...

— Cecunb? — ogHa U3 BeIbM-XPaHUTEILHHUII IPEPBajia ee BOCKIHUIIaHUEM.

— [I-ma. Bl 3HaeTe 06 umnepaTpuile Cecunb? — HeJOyMeHHO cripocuia FOmuaHa.



— Ila, meicTBUTENbHO. BBl CKa3anu, 4To Bac 30ByT KOnuaHa?

— Ia, aT0 4!

I eByIlKa 3aTanla JHIXaHHE B IPeNBKyIIeHHH. Temephb, KOTra 9TH JXKeHIIUHH OBUIM B Kypce, Y HUX
HaBepHsKa ObII0 penreHue mpobiaeMel. OOQHAKO, BOIPEKHU €€ 0KUOAHUSIM, TBePIbIHA ['0JI0C BeIbMEI-
XPAHUTEIILHHUIIE, KOTOPAsi TOBOPUIIA CIIEOYIOIIeH, pa3pyLIUI ee HageKIbl:

— TwI HUKOT DA He nmobenuilb Cecurb.

* % x

— YeTrIpe THICSIYHU CTO BOCEMHAAIATE... — Cecuib mIpoOopMOoTasa YKUCII0 U TSIXKEeJI0 B3JOXHYIa.
BeposiTHO, 3a BCI0O UCTOPHIO OHA Obllla eMUHCTBEHHON UMIIePATPHUIEeH, KOTOpast COCYUTAlIa
KOJIMYECTBO Y30POB Ha CTeHAX He TOJIbKO B CBOEM [IBOPIlE, HO Telleph U BO ABOpILie uMIiepaTopa!l 3to
ObLT HEBO3MOKHEIM ITOMBUT [JISI IPYTHUX UMIIEPATPHUIl — UM, CKOpee, HU OfIHA Apyras He
yIOOCyKuIachk Obl MPEOIPUHSATH TAKYIO MOIMBITKY.

«[Topa MHe BEpPHYThCS B CBOM OBOPEII, HO... — MIEBYIIIKA ITepeBesia B3I Ha APYTYI0 CTOPOHY
KOMHATHI, — 10 YET0 3Ke 9TO MECTO VHEII0Ee».

HecmoTps Ha TO, 4TO 9TO OBLI JBOPEL] UMIIepaTOpa, YKPaIleH:us B HeM ObLJIA CKyIHBIMH I10
CpPaBHEHUIO C IBOPIIOM MMIIEpATPUIlbl. Mx OBIIO maXke MeHbIIEe, YeM B KafoBol aBopua Cecuns, rae
XPaHUINCH IOJAPKH OT dcTUaHa. Kaxk Ikl yroll ee KJIafoBoM ObII MHKPYCTUPOBAH YHUCTHIM 30JI0TOM,
BIIJIOTH [I0 IBEPHOM PYYKH, HO B CIIAJIbHSIX UMIIEPATOPA He OBIJIO aXKe 3TOTO.

— OH He 3ampelnan MHe TYNISTh, TaK 9TO s MOTY OCMOTPEThCS, BEPHO? — 3amyMasiachk BCiyX Cecuis.
3aKyTaBIIKMCh B IIPOCTHIHM, OHA BCTajla ¥ HAIpaBUIACh K OnmuxkaiiemMy komony. KoneuHo, y Octuana
He OBUTO ceKpeToB 0T Cecunb, ¥ OHa He coOUpasach OTKPHIBATH SIIUKY, HO IOAyMasia, 4To eMy He Ha
4TO Oy[eT XKaloBaThCs, €CIM OHA TOJIBKO IIOCMOTPHUT HA TO, UTO JIEXKHUT Ha KOMOIE.
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