— Jlemu Upsu? — Bce 00epHYIUCH B €€ CTOPOHY.

«Mpan?» — ato uMms KOnuaHa cibiiana paHeline. 1o Oblyla XKEHIMHA, U3BeCTHAsA KaK eIMHCTBeHHAs
[Iofipyra UuMIepaTopa, 4 K KOTOpOu, 10 CliyXaM, OH IPOSBIAN Benukonymue. OHa XKe yIIoMUHanach
KaK IepBas KaHAugaTKa B uMiepartpullsl. KOnuaHa ornsgpena ee, 0OTMETUB 0€3yNIpeyHy0 OCAHKY U
rpalo3HOCTDh OBUKEHUM, YXOXKEHHBIN BUM U POCKOIIHYIO Of€XKAY. YOMWBUIIa, OOHAKO, IBHAS
BpaxmeOHOCTD B ee I'Ia3ax.

«Ho mouemy?..»

— Ecnu nogymats, nenu MpaH mpaBa. XoTs IpakoH OBLUI XKECTOK 0 OTHOIIEHUIO K IPUHIIECCE, OH
XOPOILIO CITyLIAETCS €e BEJIMYECTBO.

— IlpaBpa”?

— IIa, HO KaK OpPaKOH MOT IIOHSITh YeI0BeYeCKUH I3bIK? Pa3Be OHU HEe HACTOSIINE MOIyOoru?

— MoxkeT 1 3TO 03HA4aTh, YTO €€ BEJIMUECTBO CHeJIaa JPAaKOHA MOYTH PYYHBIM?

I'pynna Haudana o0myMbIBaTh TOYKY 3peHus: MpaH, B aTMocdepe 4yBCTBOBAIOCh U3MEHEHHE.
XomogHOe OTHOIIeHNe U KPDUTUYECKUY B3I, oOpallleHHbIY Ha UMIIepaTPUlly, CMEHIIUCH TEILJIbIM
BOCXUIleHHeM. BHOBb 3a3Bydasl IIEIIOT, TOJILKO Ha 3TOT pPa3 B yXe: «pa3Be ee BeJINYeCTBO He
yOUBUTEIbHA?»

«ITorogute! B-Bce He Tak!..» — 0 CIIMHEe IPUHIIECCH ITPoOeKany MypalllKy, IIOCKOIBbKY IIJIaH
OTKJIOHSJICS OT Kypca. OHa mojzkHa Oblla ITOJIOKUTH KOHELl 3TOMY HOBOMY pa3putuio! FOnuana
TOPOILINBO 00BSICHUTIA:

— TouHee 3T0 OBlNIa He caMa ee BeIUYEeCTBO, a ppeinuHa pPSooM C Hell, KoTopas JepxkaJsia [pakoHa
ofl... — OHAKO IIpexX[e, YeM OHa yCIlejla 3aKOHYUTh IIpeioxkeHue, MpaH 6e3:XKarocTHO BMeIanach
BHOBb:

— BBl momxkHO OBITH, UMeeTe B BUAY Jieau TaHio, moub Mapkrpada Kanuie. U3BecTHO, 4TO OHA
yHacJIejoBaja OT CBOEN MaTepH HEBEPOSITHYIO CUIY U 0o0ecTh. [leBylIKa, Kak U ee IIPenKH,
n3berasa J1o0BIX CBSI3el C UMIIepaTOPCKUM OBOPLIOM. B pe3ynbTaTte uX OTCTPaHEHHOCTH OT
[EHTPAJIbHOY MTOJIUTUKYN HeBeXKeCTBEHHEIE JIIOOU IPUHMUMAIOT UX 3a CEeIbCKYI0 3HaTh... Ho ecnu
3a0BITh O TOM, YTO J04Yb MapKrpada cTana GperunnHol UMIepaTPUIlEl, OyoeT, Haj YeM 3ayMaThCs.

Tonma KuBasia B TakT e€e cj0BaM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO OblIa XKeHII[MHA, KOTOPYIO IeYasibHO
M3BECTHBIN UMIIEPATOP PELIUII OCTABUTh Ipu cebe. OHa HOMIXKHA OBITH HEWCTBUTEIBLHO
3KCTPaoOpAUHAPHOM.

— Ot npupy4eHus: gpakoHa [0 MOJIy4eHus: fouepu Mapkrpada Kanude B kauecTBe QpEHIvHHL. ..



[ToxoxKe, ee BeIUYEeCTBO AEUCTBUTEIbHO 3aMevyaTelbHa.

— Iloxamny#, coriamtych.

— CKaxeM Tak: 9TO IeUCTBUTEILHO KaXKeTC s HEOOBIYHBIM.

— Ecnu mogymats, TO BpSI I €TI0 BeIM4eCTBO BeIOpas cebe B XKEHHBI KOTO ITOTaro...

— BepHo. B KoHIIE KOHIIOB, peds upeT o BI:I60pe IIPAaBUTEJIbHUIEI UMIIEDHUH. qa YBEPEH, YTO BO BCEM
3TOM ecTh Oojiee FJTYGOKPIfI CMEICJI, KOTOPOT'O MBI HE 3HAEM.

KomHaTa BCKOpe 3aryzesa BOCXBaJleHUSIMHU UMIIepaTpulibl. Bech pyHOaMeHT, KoTophil FOnuaHa
3aJI0K1JIa, PyXHYN B OHO MTHOBEHUE.
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«Jla keM ToI ce0si Bo30MHMIIA?!» — HpaH He cobupanach BMEIIHBATLCS, CIyIIas, KaK IPUHIIeCca
IOnuaHa KieBelneT Ha uMnepaTpuily. OgHAKO KOra PasroBop IPOMOJIKKIICS, ¥ BHHA IepeIoXuiach
elle ¥ Ha UMIIepaTopa, ee IPOCThb He Maja e GoJIble MOTYaTh.

WpsH vMesla IpaBo 00KKAThCSA HAa JCTHAHA; B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA 3HaJIa ero C I0HHIX JieT. Ecu 65
JXeHIIHHA OblIa BeJIMKOMAYIIHA, TO MOIJIa OB IPHU3HATh, YTO B KAKOH-TO CTEIEHH JIIOOSIM UMIIePUN
TI03BOJIEHO HA HETO POITATh, YYUTHIBAS HAJIOTH, KOTOPEIE OHU IUIATHIM, KaK MOAJaHHEe uMIepuu. C
KOnuaHou ke femo 00CTosII0 HHAYe.

<<qY}K63€MKa, HHUYEero He Oejlarilasd OJIsd UMII€PUHU, KaK Thl CME€EIIb PAaCIlyCKaThb CBOMH SI3BIK?»

Vp3H Korma-To UCIBITHIBAJIA Mogo0Hoe. Brlio BpeMsi, Korfa ee M00UMBIM akTep OB 3aMelllaH B
ckaHpasne. OHa c 3HTy3Wa3MoM oOpyrana MyK4YWHY, HO, KOTa BMeIllajiCs ellle ¥ ApYT, B3risan MpaH
CTaJI XOJIOOHALIM, M OHA SIPOCTHO 3allUTUIA €ro: «KTO Thl TAKOM, YTOOH TOBOPUTH TagocTu? OH — MOM
HTIOTI».

«XOTsI 3TO, KOHEYHO, He Bce», — Mp9H MHCTUHKTHUBHO YJIOBHUJIA, YTO BCE NEWCTBUS IIPUHIIECCH
KOnuaHb! OB TPOCYUTAHEL. HETPYAHO MOHSITh HCTUHHBEIE HAMEPEeHU: IIPHexXaTh B UMIIePUI0
ScTuaHa C efbl0 Y3yPIUPOoBaTh IPECTON UMIIEPaTPHUIEL. ITO pa30kriio 60eBol nyx MpsH, Koraa Ta
npefcTaBuia cebe 9Ty Haryl0 XKEeHIIUHY, BXOOAINIYI0 C HAMEepPEeHUEeM CXBaTUTh ee JOOkIUY.

HpsH He OTpyAuiiach CKPLITH OTKPOBEHHBIN B3IJIA, HallpaBlieHHbIM Ha FOraHy, Kak BOPYT
KOpPOTKas BCIBIILIKA BEIpBaIach U3 IPyAY AEBYLIKYU U NIPUBJIEKIIa ee BHUMaHUE.

— M-m? IlpuHIlecca, y BaC cedyac YTO-TO CBEPKHYJIO Ha TPYOH... — BCIyX HemoyMeBasna MpsH. 9To
ITPOM30IIIO0 TaK OBICTPO, YTO OHA 3aHajach BOIPOCOM, HE IPUBHUIENIOCH JIM €M, HO XKeHIIWHA Obla



yBepeHa. Korma MpaH HakIOHKUIACH Onmxke, nmuiio FOmuaHb 3acTeuio. OMHAKO UX IIPepBasio
HeOXUIOaHHOe 00LABJIEHUE...

— Ila 3gpaBCcTBYeT uMIiepaTpula!

Boase Bxoma B 3aJ1 HAYaIKUCh TPOMKHE OeCIOPSIOKY, KOTla MMIIEPCKUEe PHIIIapU U COITPOBOKIAOIINE
OBICTPO BOIIJIA U BHICTPOUIIUCH B [IBE JIMHUY, YTOOH CO3aTh Ipoxon. CeKyHIoi Mo3Ke I0sIBUIach
OTIpSITHAS ¥ 9JIETAaHTHAS XKEHIWHA, IPOIIe/IIas MeXIy AByMs PSOaMy MIPSMON U YBEPEHHOR
I0X0MKO#. Ee CBETIIBIe 30JI0TUCTHIE BOJIOCH OBITM 3aIJIETEHHl B TYTHeE KOCH, a OO0JbIIe
3aBOpaXKUBAOIINE NU3YMPYOHEIE TJIa3a KPacHBO 00paMIIsiid POBHbBIE IyrooOpa3Hble GPOBHU.

Bce moTepsiiy map peuyu OT ee BHE3AIMMHOI0 MOsBAeHUs. Ha ux nuilax oTpaxaiuch HE03ByUYEeHHEIE
KPUKU:

«9T10 umnepartpuua! Ho kak? [Touemy? 3mech?..»

Bce siBHO OBIIM B CMSITEHUH.

— 3pmech HeYEeMy TaK YOUBIATHCS. [Ipoe3kKana MUMO U TIOAyMalia, mouyeMy Ovl He 3arjsiHyTh, —
mebetana Cecusnb, B3sB Ha ce0s1 MHUIIMATUBY.

«BpaHnbe!» —MBICTIeHHO 3aKpuyana IOnuaHa. MMmepaTpuila Obllia POCKOIIHO OfileTa — SICHO, YTO OHA
IIPUIIIIA TOATOTOBJIEHHON. YTBEPXKAaeT, YTO MPOCTO 3allljia 0 MyTH, YTO 9TO 3a epyHOa?

Cecwuib OIIEJIOMJIEHHO OTJIsIAesIa KOMHATY, Ipexkae 4eM 3aduKcupoBaTh B3rsan Ha KOnuane u mykaBo
YIBIOHYTHCS.

— MoxeT ObITh, S IoMelasa?..
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