«YT0 Takoe XKU3HL?»

910 OBLIM TUXKE pa3MbIlIeHUsT CBATOM, CTOSINEN O SCHBIM ronyOsM HeOoM. TIpoxnagHbN U
MIPUSATHHIY BETEPOK BHI3bIBA/I HEXKHEBIM IIENIECT TUCTHEB Ha NepPeBbsixX. HeBombHAS OPOXKDL SPOCTH
npo0ezKaJsa 1o Koxe, KOorfia JKeHIIMHa MTOHIJa TOJICTYI0 MEeTIy, KOTOPYIO iepKaja B ONHOM PyKe, U
CpemHuY Ianel Opyrou, ¥ 3aKpudana B HEDO:

— TBoOI MaTh, fa MOYeMy XKe 3TUM JIUCThSIM KOHIa-Kpas He BUOHO?!

[TpoII0 HeCKOIBKO Heelb C TeX 0P, KaK ee TaHO BHIBE3/IH U3 UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 OBOPIIA ¥ BEPHYIIH
B 0co0HsK MpaH. C Tex mop meByIIKa OCTaBajach 3alepTol B moMecThe. [leio ObIJIo He B TOM, 4YTO ee
IIOCAOMIN B TIOPHMY, @ B TOM, YTO OHa Obl/la CIUIIKOM OefHa, 4ToOw yiTu! Eciu Ol ee mIaHb He
mpoBanuauck, CsiTas OBl y2Ke pa3opBasia BCE CBOM Y3H ¢ Mp3H U Hacaxkmanachk OB POCKOIIIBIO
MMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABOpLa. BoT moueMy oHa, He KONe6sCh, PACKOIIEIUIACh ¥ MMOTPATUIA BCE
cOepexkeHusi, YTOOBI YCTPOUTD MOMOMKY [IJIsi TOPHUYHEIX 0COOHSIKA Iepef] CBOMM OTHe3[I0M.

BmecTo 3TOT0 OHa Teneph OKa3ajach B HOBOM 3aTPYOHUTEIHLHOM IT0JI0KEeHHUY 0e3 Ipollla B KapMaHe.
CnyxaHKH, BeIpaXkaBilie 0eCKOHEUHYI0 671arofapHOCThL BO BpeMs IIOMIOMKH, TEIlePh PEeIIUTEIbHO
0TKa3aJlMCh HaTh B3auMbl. X KpuKu 61aroqapHOCTH 00EPHYIIUCH TOPKECTBEHHEIMU HACTABIEHUSIMHU.

— Balymka Hay4uia MeHsI HUKOTIa He OBIIIATh 0 OMHUM HEOOM C YeJI0OBEKOM, KOTOPHIM IIPOCUT
IIeHeT.

«Kaxkwue Geccepmeunsle meByIKyA. Kak OHM MOTJIM He OOOJIKHUTE maxe MoHeTw?! Y uTo ¢ MpaH
takoe?! Kak TOJbKO S IBITAIOCh YHTH, OHA OPOcCaeT Ha MEHST KOCHIe B3TJISIMIH U ellle CUIbHEee
IPUXKHAMACTCS».

[Tpo6nemer CBATOM HE OrPaHUYMBAJIUCH TOJTBKO ee (MHAHCAMU; B 3TU OHU MP3H cMOTpesa Ha Hee,
Kak sicTpe0. EqMHCTBEHHBIM JIOTUUECKUM 00BbSICHEHHEM OUYEeBHUIOHOM MPUBSI3aHHOCTH NEBYIIKU K
CBsTOI OBITIO TO, YTO OHA 3aMeHMIa JCTHaHa B KaueCcTBe 00beKTa OflepKUMOCTH. VIp3H maxe moIia
[0 TOTO0, YTO mpemIoxuiia CBITOHN CIlaTh PSIOOM C Hell. Pe3kas mepeMeHa B ee IOBeleHnH Oblla
TIOUCTUHE HEIOCTUKUMOM; KaK OyATO N3MEHUJICS BECh JKaHpP paccKasa! ITo yxKe CTaHOBUIIOCH
HeBBIHOCUMO. C KaKO# CTaTH OfePKKUMOCThb, KOTOpas [o/KHa Oblyia ObITH HallpaBieHa Ha JCTHaH,
Oblna HalpaBjieHa Ha Hee? YTo-To OBINIO He TakK.

3a HECKOJIbKO [iHeH o 3Toro CBsaTas paspaboTana miaH. BcmoMuHas ci1aboCTh K akKOTOJII0 §
TOCIIOXKY, BOOPYKUBIIKACH OOUIIBHBEIM 3allacoOM CIIMPTHOTO, OHAa pelllijia HarmouTh ee. Kak u
0KMMAJIOoCh, ellle 10 TOro, Kak mepBas OyThIJIKa Oblna OIMyCTOIleHa, BhIpakeHue Nrlla MpaH cTano
TYMaHHBIM ¥ PaCPOKyCHPOBAHHLIM, a SI3bIK pa3Bsizancs. CBsTasg yXBaTUIaCh 3a BO3MOXKHOCTh
nonpocuts UpaH.

— Murnepnu, 4TO 3a KOJIJOBCTBO BHI UCIIONIb3yeTe? f uMelo B BUAY, IIoUeMy Tak ceOs BefieTe?

— IToTroMy 4TO... THI — MO¥M APYT... — HEBHATHO npo6opMoTana MpaH. [IpuynHa Oblia HACTOJIBKO



HeOoXKHIaHHOM, 4yTo CBATas YYyTh He IIYCTHUJIA JIMKED Yepe3 HOC OT YOUBIJIEHHU .

— Ipyr?.. — MpsH pacTgHyIachk Ha cTojie, a CBATas pa3MBbIILIAIa O TOM, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO JEBYIIKY
ouInO0YHO IPUHATH UX OTHOIIEHUS 3a OPYyXKO0y.

OrnsgpiBasich Ha3af, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, UTO UX IIPOIIJIbIE PA3TOBOPH IEeMCTBUTENIHHO HAIOMUHATIHU T€,
KOTOPHIE OOBIYHO BeyT 3aKafbIuHbIE TPUSITEIH, U OeJI0 ObIJIO He TOMHKO B 3TOM. OHU ITPOBEJTH TaK
MHOTO BpEMEHU BMeCTe, YTO 00CyKIaeMble TeMBI CMECTHIMCEH K Pa3roBOpaM 0 MyKUMHaX UX
UeasibHOTO THIIA, ¥ laXKe K 0oJiee OXOTIIMBOM TeMe MYKCKOW HUXKHEMH IT0JIOBUHEL.

«Xopormro! A mpusHaw 9T0. MBIl — [Apy3bsi! — 3akpuyaa npo cedsi CaTad. [laxxe HECMOTPS Ha TO,
9YTO OHa OTpHIana (pakThl, el IPUIIIOCH HEOXOTHO IPU3HATh, YTO B 3TOT MOMEHT OHU [EUCTBUTEJILHO
ObUTH Opy3bsaMu. — [lyMaio, g noTepsia 6OUTeNbHOCTD IIOCTIe TOT0, KAaK BIIepBble 3aT0OBOPHUIIA O
IIepCcoHaxke, CO3IaHHOM MOMMHA COOCTBEHHBIMHU PyKaMu.

[Toka CBsATas mpemaBanach CoxaneHusM, MpsH IOOBUHYIACh U TOJIOXKKIIA TOJIOBY € Ha KOJIeHH.
[TomgHsIB Ha Hee B3TJIAM, JeBYIIKa IPoOopMoTana:

— Tl moxoxka Ha MaMmy. [lymaro, ecnu Obl MOsE MaTh ObIIa XKKBa, OHA Obla OB Takoii Ke. Pyrana
MeHs1, 6oniTana co MHOM. ..

— Koro 3T0 BB 3mech Mamoii Ha3elBaeTe?! Y MeHsI MypalllKy 110 Koxke! — Bo3pa3uia CBsTas.
HecMmoTps Ha yIpek, XKeHIIWHA BTallHe 3afjlaBajlach BOIIPOCOM, IIOBJIMSII JIU €€ CTaTyC aBTopa Ha
gyBcTBa MpaH. Kak co3maTeNnbHUIy 3TOTO MUpPa, MOKHO ObLIO OBl Ha3BaTh €€ MaTepPhio BCEX CYIIECTB.
9T0 MOTJI0 00BSICHUTEL BHE3AIMHYI0 ONEPKUMOCTh MP3H... ¥ €ClIi 9TO MPEIIoNIoxKeHne ObIJI0 BEPHBIM,
TO CBSITOM HeJb3s ObLIO TepsITh BpeMsi. OHa JOJIKHA BEPHYTHCS B UMIIEPAaTOPCKU fBOpel:!

OHa KpemKo CxKaJjla MeT/Iy ¥ Hayasla XUXUKaTh OT BOJTHEHUS, BCIIOMUHAS COOBITUS TOTO AHS. [IeByIIKa
Obly1a yBEpPEHA, UTO €C/IM CMOXKeT Ho0paThCsl H0 ICTUAHA, TO 00513aTENIbHO 3aC/IyKHUT €T0
671ar0CKJIOHHOCTH, Kak aBTop. OH MOXKET faxe BIIOOUTHCS B Hee C IepBoro Ba3rnspa! Cesaras
YXMEBITBHYJIACh, TPECTABUB, KaK KMIIEPATOP CXKUMAET OO €€ MIaThs U YMOJISIET OCTAaThCS C HUM.
B 9TOT MOMEHT IIposieTaBIas Hajl ee TOJI0BOM ITHUIlA Pelnia COPOCUTh HeXKelaTeIbHEIN CIOPIIPHU3.

— O, yept! Tl cepre3no?! Yo-¢d, gy... — CBsATast Kpuyana B CTOPOHY yJleTawlel GUrypel,
BO3MYIIIEHHAS ITUYBUM IIOMETOM, IIPU3EMITUBIIUMCS e Ha Ie4o. EcTeCTBeHHO, ITHIIA He
oOpalliajia BHUMAHUS Ha BU3T U MPOKJISATHS, HEIIPEPHIBHO CHIMABIIKAECS B €6 CTOPOHY. SIPOCTh
IeBYIIKY ITPOHOIKAIACh ellle HOJIT0 IOCye TOTO, Kak OHa yneTena. B KoHIle KOHIIOB CBsiTast
TUTIOXHYJIACh Ha 3€MJTIO, YTOMUBIIIHUCD.

IBop, rme oHa momMeTasna, ObIT MUPHEIM MecToM. OgHako CBsTas 3Hana, YTO 3TOT MUP HE MPOIIUTCS
IONTo. BEI30B MPHU3pPayHOTo 3BEPst 03HAYAJ, YTO CKOPO HAYHETCS BTOpAs MOJIOBHHA POMaHa.

«Jlo TOr0 OHS, KOTAa JDCTUaH BHIMET U3-TI0J KOHTPOJISA, 0CTAI0OCh HEMHOTO BpeMeHu. CliefyouM OH
HaraJjl Ha replorcTBo JTUs?»



HWMnepaTop HeCIpocTa MONy4Yul 3BaHUE «KeCTOKOro TupaHa». OH HEOJHOKPATHO Hapylllaa MUAD U
TIOKOM UMITepUM CBOMMHY BHE3AIIHBIMU 00BSIBIEHUSIMYM BOWHEI. B Hapome XOmuIu CIIyXu, YTO OH
CyMacCIIedInii, yITUBAIOUIUNACSI BapBapCKoi 00iHel Ha 1mojie 005, ¥ YTO MyKYKMHA HAPOYHO
pasxuraeT KOHGIUKT, YTOOB! YTOIUTD CBOIO KaXAy KPOBHU.

«B ueMm-TO OHM TIpaBh», — nogyMasa Cestas. KpoBs OBrenauda, KoTopas TeKjia B ero Xuax,
IeMCTBUTENHHO XKaxaana 60iHY. PaHbllle ICTHAHY eiBa YAABaJIOCh BEIPBAThCS U3-II0J] €T'0 KOHTPOJIS,
M OH IIOCTOSIHHO CHIePKHUBAJICS, HO [Jake ero BJIaCTh HaJ| PallMOHAIbHOCTHIO UMela npefen. Kak
TOJIbKO Ge3yMue B KPOBU Opajio Bepx, BCe, UTO OCTABaJIOCh, 3TO XKeJlaHUe KPOBOIIPOJIUTHS.

C MOMeHTa BOCXOXKIeHUS Ha MPECTOJI MyK4YUHE yAa0Ch YTOMUTh OEIIEHYI0 XKaX Ay KPOBU, HAllpaBUB
ee Ha 1lenu cBoe MecTu. Te, KTO ObLT yOUT BO BpEMS €ro 3aBOeBaHUi, OB IPEITHUKAMHU,
3aCIyKUBAIOIIMME BO3ME3[¥sI, & 3aBOEBAHHBIE CTPAHbI CIIYKUJIM YKPEIIEHUIO UMIIEPUH.

«Ho maxe 3T0 mpubNuKaeTcs K MPeneny: X0Ts ero MeCcTb B KOHEYHOM UTOTe MOOOUIET K KOHITY,
JKaxma KpOBU HUKOTMa He YyTuxHeT. EClIu OH HampaBUT CBOM MeY Ha HEBUHHBIX, €T0 Pa3yM B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB PyxXHeT. Torga ero oxBaTuT 0e3ymue, uMIiepaTop O0ygeT MTHOBEHHO IIOTJIOIIEeH 1
npeobpa3oBaH KpoBbio EBrenauda, a To, YTO 0CTan0Ch, HUKOTa 00JIblile He CMOXKET BEPHYTHCS B
yenioBeyecKyio ¢opMmy. EmUHCTBEHHBIM peleHueM A CBATou Oblo cTaTh Cecusib, TOKa He CTajlo
CITAIIKOM TI03HO! JIUII0 XKEHIITUHbI CUSIJI0 PEIIMMOCTHIO.

«Kaxk 6ynTo s m03BOIMIIa 3TOMY CIYYUTECA! ITO — €QUHCTBEHHBIH CIIOCO0 CIIacTu ero».
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