— Aaa! — HOnuaHa B3BU3rHYJIa, U130 BCEX CUJI YOAPUB 10 HEBUHHOM ITOAYIIIKE, 0OTOPOCUB K CTEHE,
IpexXie YeM Ta ymajia Ha 3eMsiio. [loToM feBylka nopobpaa Ty xkKe MOAYIIKY U LIBEIPHYJa ee B
Opyroe Mecto. — YTO He TakK C 3TOM XKEHITUHOU?!

HpI/IHI_IeCCii HHUKAK HE€ MOT'JIa BEIKUHYTE U3 T'OJIOBBEL COGBITI/IFI, Pa3BEPHYBIINECA B OaHKeTHOM 3ajle,
0COOEeHHO TO, KaK CMesAJIaCh UMII€EPATPHUIlAQ, IIOAPA3yMeBas, 9TO KOnunana OOJI2ZKHa CTaTh «APAKOHBHUM
YromeHnueM».

— [MTouemy? ITouemy?! Mos cusna He paboTaeT! — eByIIKa 3aBu3kKasa, SPOCTHO IIHIXTS, ¥ Opocuach
Ha KpoBaTh. Bce MO0 COBEPILEHHO He TaK, KaK OHa OXupana. — Tak B 4eM Xe [efo?

Korpa 6ankeT Havascs, KOnmuana Oblia oJTHa YyBepeHHOCTH. Bece OBINO Kak B HETCKOM UTpe: BCe
IIPAKTUYECKH OOrOTBOPHIIN €€ C MOMEHTAa IPUOBITUSI B UMIIEPHI0. ITOr0 OBIIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI
BBI3BATh Y HEE TOJIOBOKPYKEHHUE, BEOb BCET0 HECKOTBKO JIET Ha3aj] OHa Obljla COBEPIIEHHO
HEeM3BEeCTHOM MPUHIIECCOU AcyaHa.

«Ho B TOT MOMEHT, Korfia 51 ob6pesia 3Ty CUJly, MEHS IIPOCJIaBU/IM KaK BeJTMYaNIIyIo KpacaBuIly Ha
KOHTHHEHTe. YOUBUTENIbHAs CUJIa, OCMENII0Ch CKa3aTh!»

9T0 OBITIO YIUBUTEINBHO, Ia, HO... FONraHa BCIIOMHMIIA, KaK UMIIepaTPHUIla YXOOuIa U3 3aja, C
YCMEIIKOH IMPOIasch, ¥ KaK MMIIEPATOP BCTPEBOXKEHO YHOCHUTI €€ Ha PyKax.

— JTO0 cula BepXOBHOM BeibMEl. He MoxXeT OvITh, UTOOH He cpaboTano, — nmpodopMoTasa MpUHIlecca,
rsiast B 3epkajno. CKBO3b OTKPOBEHHOE IJIaThe BUMHENICS MepLAOIINi CBET Ha ee TPYOU — 3HaK
HacyegHuIsl. CBeT OB [0Ka3aTEILCTBOM TOTO, UTO OHA YHACJIe[0Bajla CUTy BEPXOBHOU BEbMEIL.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B IBEPh IIOCTy4Yasy, U Boula ¢ppennuHa FOnuaHsL.

— IIpuHecria, — OHa IPOTSAHYJIA IEBYIIKE KYCOK AelbGUICKOro IIeKa.

— Ja# cropa.

[Tpexkme yeM MOKUHYTh OaHKETHHIN 3ajl, UMIIePaTOpP OTPe3as TKaHb, TSHYBIIYIOCS OT
MMITPOBU3UPOBAHHOTO IIJIAThsI UMIIEPATPHUILILI, U, OOBSIBUB €€ 0fIeXKAY CIIUIIKOM I'DOMO3MIKOH,
BhIOpocui. Korma oHu Mc4es3nu, B 3ajie BoIlapuiiach aTMocdepa XoIogHOM BOMHLL. HecMoTps Ha To,
YTO TKAHb ObllIa TPSI3HOM U MOHOIIEHHOW OT BOJIOYEHMS 110 3eMJIe, 3TO OB enbGUICKUY IIETIK.
Bornee toro, 6ynTo xkemnas, 4TOOH BCe 3TO YCIBIIIAIU, UMIIEpPATOP OeccepieyHo 0OPOHUT ITepeq
YXOZIOM:

— Kaxertcsi, gecsiTUIeTHETO BIIafieHUS IIeJIKOM BaM OyfeT MaJjlo, YYUThIBas, UTO B yKe
M3PACcX0oBaIu BCIO TKAHb.

[Tpote roBops, AenbPUAUCKUN 11K CTal HEJOCSATaeMbIM TOBAPOM M OCTAHETCS TaKOBBIM, ITOKa



HMIIepaTpUIla HEe CKOHYAEeTCA. Takum 06pa30M, 9T0 OBblJIa MTOCIETHSIST BO3MOXKHOCTD 3allIOJIY4YHUTE €rO0.

B 3ase Bomapuiack yKacHas TUIINHA, HO Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH ee HapylIui 3BYK: KTO-TO
nofoiiesn K 00pOHEHHOMY KyCKy. Bckope Boapuscs xaoc.

— Ornyctute, roBopio!

— C ygero 6wl 9T0?! {1 obelan xkeHe, YTO B 3TOM T'OAY II0fjapio el TKaHb!

YBupmeB, kak roctu 6aHKeTa cpaXxaioTcs 3a npu3, FOnuaHa npukasasna cBoer ¢hpennuHe DoObITh
KYCOK IIIeJTKa, KOTOPBIY HOCUJIa UMIIepaTpPHUlla, JIIOOBIMU CPeiCTBAMU.

— HaBepHoe, OBLIIO HE IIPpOCTO, — 3aMETHJIIa HOnuaHa.

— Ia. { kymumna ero, moo0elraB CTO IAThAECAT 30JI0THIX MOHET.

— He cnumikoMm 1y 9T0 MHOTO?

— BrI ckazanu IIOJIYYUTH €TI0 BO 4YTO OBI TO HU CTAJIO.

TeM He MeHee, eCcTh ke TpaHuibl! Kak 9TOT MalleHbKHH KII0YOK MOT CTOUTH CTO MSITHAECST 30JI0THIX
MoHeT? lleHa MOMeHTaIbHO NofCcKoYnsIa 6ojee 4eM B €TO pa3. F0nuaHa moYyBCTBOBaA, KaK BHYTPH
Hee CHOBa 3aKHIlaeT SPOCTh, KOTa Y3HaJIa, 9YTO e IPUIIIOCh TOTPATUTh TOpa3fo 00JIblle, 4eM
IIPEMII0JIaraaoch.

— dAcHo. TwI yBOIEHA.

[Tocne yxopma ¢hpelnuHb IPUHIIECCA IONI0XKuUIa Aelb(GUUCKUY IeIK Ha JagoHb. Yepe3 HEeCKOIbKO
CEKYHJI OH CropeJl, OCTaBUB TOJBKO Ienesl. OHa HEKOTOpPOe BpeMsi paccMaTpuBaja Memnes Ha CBoel
JIaflOHY, 3aTeM HaXMypPHUIach.

— YT0 3a... HU4Yero HeT?

HOnuaHa nomnsiTanack HaWTH CJIebl Maru4eCKOM CHUJIEL B IIEJIKEe, C KOTOPHIM COIPHUKacaiach
MMIlepaTpulla, HO HU4Yero He IOYyBCTBOBana. Bce, 4TO y Hee 0CTanoCh — Cujia BEPXOBHOM BEIbMEI,
KOTOpasi, HeCOMHEHHO, [IpUHAafIexkaa el caMou.

— Ho mouemy Mo4 cusa He IelCTByeT Ha UMIlepaTpuily?

B momeHnT nosiBnenust Cecusnb Bce, KTO ObII 1o Yapamu FOnuaHel, B3rISHYIN HA HEe U TYT XKe
npuiiny B ceOs1. Ee cuma Ovlla He TOIBKO CBeeHa Ha HeT, OHa Obljla paccesHa.



«KT0 oHa Takaga?»

IeBylllka HECKOIPKO MUHYT CMOTpe€JIa Ha Ielesl B CBOel pyKe, IIpexkfe YeM, HaKOHeIl, C
pasmgpaxkeHHble CMaXHYTh €ro U IIJTIOXHYThCS Ha KPOBaTh.

— Hesax#o. Kak Ovl TO HE OBIIO, ST He HAMepeHa MEeHSTh CBOIO IIeJIb.

o cux mop umnepaTop yousan monei 6e3 pa3bopa, Kak CyMacIIefInnii, Tak YTo 001epu3HaHO
OBIJIO, YTO MECTO UMIEPATPHIEI cMepTeabHo. OMHAKO, KOTHa PACIPOCTPAHUIMCH HOBOCTH O TOM, UTO
OH He TOJIbKO TIOIIadHUI KMIEPATPUITY, HO U OB ITOJTHOCTHIO CPazXKeH e10, MHOTHe KOPOJIeBCTBA OBITH
TIopaxkeHsl Iy00KKUM pa3odyapoBaHueM. FMmnepaTop SCTHaH — 4YeJI0BEK, Y KOTOPOTO eCTh BCE,
TI09TOMY IIOJTyYHThb €70 03HAYAJI0 JOCTUYb HAWBHICIIIETO yCIIeXa.

— Ecnu 651 51 cobupanack Tak Jerko CoaThCs, TO HUKOTHa OBl He yIocyXuiach npuiitu. He roBops
y2e 0 TOM, YTO Telleph 5 NOJIXKHA Y3HaTh U O IPaKoHe.

HOnuaHa npuxaina pyKy K I'pyau, rae elle 61ecTen MajleHbKHM oroHek. OHa Oblzla yBEpeHa, YTo
CMOZKET TIOJTyYUThb BCE, YETO0 MOXKEIIAET, I0Ka Y HEe eCTh 9Ta CHUIIa.

— Kpowme Toro, TOPT BCeraa ciaile Ha IpyroM cTojie. ICTUHHOe HaclaxkaeHue B TOM, YTOOH YKPacTh
TO, UTO IIPUHAMJIEXKUT APYTOMY, He Tak u? — 6opMoTasna cebe nmom Hoc FOnuaHa, 3aKphIBas riasa.
Ecnu Onl ee ¢peiimuHa ceivac CIIbIIIANA, YTO OHA TBOPUT, KEHIIMHA HaBePHSKA IIOKHYa Obl I3EIKOM
¥ IIPOBOpYAsa 0 TOM, KakK IJI0Xa IIPUBHIYKA MPHUHIIECCH HAIleIMBATHCS Ha UYXKbIX MyKYHUH.

)%k

— 4 — ugto?! KT0 cKazan?! — npomunena cebe nog Hoc Cecunb. OTH [ABOE MOACIYIINBAJIHM, CAOA Ha
fepeBe Bo3ne KOMHaTH FOnuaHel. SCTUaH [ajl JeByIIKe KaKOi-TO MaJIeHbKUM IIpeaMeT, KOTOPBIM OHa
He MOrJIa OI03HaTh, HO KOT[ja IPUJIOXKUJIa ero K yXy, TO MOrJjla CJIbIIaTh Bce, 4To FOnuaHa rosopusia
B CBOel KoMHaTe. M3 mepBoHaYasbHOTO 3aMeIaTeIbCTBa ee HaCTPOeHue OLICTPO MEPEIIIO B SIPOCTh.
— TopT Bcerpga craie Ha gpyrom croje? Yero-yero?!

9cTHaH, KOTOPOTO TOIBKO YTO IPUPOBHSIIK K TOPTY, IIOKHYJT S3HIKOM, ITPOMIOJIZKAsT KPEMKO epXKaTh
KeHy 3a Tanmuio. OH He ObLT yOUBIIEH TAKMM ITOBOPOTOM COOBITHH, TaK KaK C CAMOT0 Hayasa 3HaJ, YTO
11eJ1b10 IpUHIeCCH FOmuaHs!, ObIM OH caM U [ MpraHTHs.

«4l MOTy caM y3HaTh, YTO 3TO 3a CHJIa», — PEIInsT ICTHAH IIPo ceOsl.

B nmo6oM criy4ae, OH DOCTUT CBOE€i 1Ie/IH, IPOSICHUB HemopasyMeHue Cecusb ¥ pa300/1ayuB HCTUHHOE
JIUII0 TTpUHIEeCCH. [IpHIIo BpeMs BEPHYTHCS BO IBOPEL], YTOOL UMIIEpATPHUIla MOTJIa OTIIPABUTHCS B
IIOCTEJIb.

— Cecurnn, gaBai...



— Bamme BenmuuectBo, — no3sasa ero Cecusns rouocoM, MOJIHLIM F'HeBa, TOHOM, KOTOPOTO OH HUKOI'Tia
panslie He ciblian. — OponmxkuTe MHe ['MpraHTUio Ha 3aBTpa, [T0XKalyuicTa.

B HOYHOM CBeTe rja3a JeBYIIKY 0J€CHYIN Pa3pyIIUTEIbHOR SIPOCTHIO.
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