Cecunsb yCTaBHUJIaCh Ha 9cTuaHa, Iocje 4ero CIIpOCujia:

— O gyem?

On BOIIPOCHUTEJIEHO ITIOCMOTPEJI HAa HEE.

— O yeM TH COXaJieellb?

CornacHo o6rryaro, Cecusnb fomkHa Oblsla TAaCTh HUII U CMUPEHHO OTIOBapuUBaTh UMIIEPATOpa He
IIPOM3HOCUTDH TaKue CJIoBa. MI3BUHEHUS 1151 uMIepatopa Obiiu rpexoM. KoHeuHo, y Hee He OBbITIO HU
MaJleHIero HaMepeHus caenoBaTh 06bdai0. Cecusib BCIOMHMIIA COBET, KOTOPHIY NaBHLIM-JAaBHO
IIOJTy4YXJIa OT TOPHUYHOM Ha KOPOJjeBCKou Bujie B HaBuTaHe:

— HpI/IHLIeCCEl, €CTb KO€-4TO, 4YTO BBl JOJIZKHBI 3HATH, KOI'Ta CTaHETE NOCTATOYHO B3p0CJ'IOfI, YTOOBI
NMEeTb OTHOIIEHUI.

— 910 uT0? — y Cecunsb yxke ObUIM pydKa 1 OyMara, 1 oHa OblJla TOTOBa CTapaTeJIbHO ienaTh
3aMEeTKH.

CJ'Iy}KaHKa IIpoaoJizKajla C TOP2ZKEeCTBEHHBIM JIMIIOM:

— Ecnu BH IIOCCOPHUIINCE CO CBOUM My}K‘-II/IHOfI, OH MOKET CKa3aThb «s OBl HeIpas». Korga oH 310
COoeJlaeT, BEI He OOJIZKHEI IIO3BOJIUTE 3TOMY HepeﬁTH B U3BUHEHHA, BMECTO 3TOI'0 CIIPDOCHUTE O...

— Cnpocuts 4T0? YTO MMEHHO? - He yHUMasach 10Has CeCub.

— CmopocwuTe, 3HaeT JIU OH, YTO CHejall HellpaBUIbHO. EC/iy Balll mapTHEP OTHOCUTCST K TOMY THITY
MY>KYHUH, KOTOPBIE BO3PaXKaloT, 3asIBIISIS: «SI U3BUHUIICS, YeTro ellle Thl XO4Yelllb?», TOTAa... —
TOPHUYHAs IPUHSIIA CaMOe Cephe3HOe U CTPOroe BhIPaXKeHue. — Bl MOJIKHEI OPOCUTDH 9TOT0 KO371a U
IIOCTaBUTh TOYKY.

B 0oTBeT Ha peluTeIbHBEIA U MPaYHbId COBET TOPHUYHOM Cecuib KMBHYJIA, 3allMChiBas U BBIOEISS
KaX[bIM JTaKOMBIM KyCOYEK COBeTa. Teneps, B HACTOSIIEM, OHa CMOTpella Ha DCTAaHa C TPEeBOTOU Ha
cepaue. OH U3BUHUIICS, ¥ TI0 €T0 MepKaM yKe OTHO 3TO OBIJI0O OTPOMHBIM IIPOSIBIEHHEM TOOPOTHL.

«OH CIIPOCHT, YeTro MHe ellle Haflo, ¥ paccepautcs? — Cecuib 00OyMBIBAsia, UYTO AeJIaTh Hajblle, —
Ecnu ga, To KaK MHE ero 0CTOPOXKHO OPOCHTEL? ITO BOOOIIE BO3MOKHO?»

IToka OJEBYIIIKA PA3MBLIIIIIANA, KaK OBl IMOPBATh C UMIIEPATOPOM, OHA MMOYYBCTBOBAJI4, KAK Ybsi-TO PYKaA
HEXKHO JIaCKaeT ee JIMI0. JCTHaH IMOTAHYIJICA, YTOORI CTEepeTh CIIEORI OT CJIE3 BO3Ji€ €€ I''Ta3 U Ha
mekax. OH HAKUHYIJI e}l Ha MJIeYH IIJIall, KOTOprfI OKYTaJl ee JIETKUM TPEIIETOM. Cecumb Tak
Pa303JInJiaCh, YTO HEe 3aMeTHJIa X0JI0da, ¥ TOJIBKO IIOCJI€ TOI'0, KaK €€ HaKpPhIJIM, OHa Ha4alla



IPOXKATh.

— IIpoctu, uTo mepxan Tebs B HeBemeHUU. f NoKeH ObIT BCe 00BSICHUTh, — Hadall ICTHAH. —
Cpasy, KaK TOJIBKO THI Ty/a BOIINA... ¥ 3acTaBuI Te6Gs BOTHOBATHCS, HE CYUTAIICS C TBOUMU
YyBCTBAMM, TOTOMY YTO XOTEJI IOCKOPEE MOKOHYUTE C ITHM.

JcTHaH coxaen o cogessHHOM. OH OBIJT CJIMIIKOM JIETKOMBICJIEHHBIM, HO BCE PABHO MOT JOTagaThCs,
4yTO 3acTaBuio Cecunb OPOCUTHCS B OAHKETHBIY 3a/1. MyzK4MHa Mpefnoiarasi, YTo oHa OyaeT
IIOBEPSITh €My U ITIOHMMAaTh, I03TOMY OH IIPHKa3aJsl el HamacThk Ha npuHneccy IOnuany. Bups, kak
OTJIMYHO HEBYIIKA CIIPABUIACh CO CIIEHApHUeM, OH IIPEAOJIOKHUI, YTO OHA ITOTHOCTHIO TTOHSIa
CUTYAIIHIO.

— MHe o4yeHb XKab. ITO OblyIa MOSI BUHA. f 1M03ab04ych 0 TOM, YTOOHI ITO06HOe OosIbile He
TIOBTOPUIIOCH, — IIPU 3THUX CJIOBAX OHAa BHOBb pacIlylakaiach. iMmepaTop siBHO pacTepsijiCs, YBUIEB,
YTO OHa CHOBA IIaueT. — Cecunn?..

IeByirka 60s1ach, YTO DCTHUAH PA303JIUTCS Ha ee Bompoc. OHa MOHSTHS He UMeJa, YTO e [IesaTh B
TAKOM ciIy4ae. BpocuTh ero — nerde ckasaThb, YeM cfienaTh. Kak oHa MoOTJia YUTH, KOoTrga caMa Obla
uMIepaTpulieit? Yto eife 6ojiee BaxKHO, JeBYyIIKa He X0Tejia. He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, UTO JCTHAH
nyman o Cecuns, 7isi Hee OH BCe ellle OBII MyKeM, TOM caMo# CeMbeM, KOTOPYIO TOPHUYHEBIE
KOPOJIEBCKOW BUJIIHI 00elany e co3maTh.
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— Tebe yxe nyyire?

— Ia...

I'ma3a Cecunb onyxiu, a ronoc oxpuil. OHa BHITJIsIfeNIa Y2KacHO U3-3a cie3. [[eByllKa HU3KO
omycTuia ronosy. 2Kap ee Teja B ropsiuel Bofie IIOTHUMAIICS K nuIly. BrpoueM, meno OBII0 He TOJIBKO
B ropsiueit Boge. Cecusib Opocuiia ORICTPHIN B3TJIsAA Ha3af.

— Yro cimyuyunocs? 4 mepHyn Te6s 3a BOJIOCH? — ICTHAH CUAEN MT03a[H, BREITUPAs IOJIOTEHIIEM ee
TOJIOBY.

— JlaBaiiTe, g1 caMma... — ckKa3aja Cecuisb.

«BrBI10 GBI JTyYlIle T03BaTh CITY2KaHOK».

— Bce B mopsigke. {1 cpaBiIioOCh, TaK YTO IMTPOCTO CTOM HA MeCTe, — JCTHUAH OTBEJT PHIIAIOIIYI0
Cecumnb B BaHHYIO, YCIIOKOWUJI U YTEIIUJ €€, ¥ TOJIbKO CITYCTS JOJIT0e BPeMs OHa BHIILIA, HafleXKHO
3aKyTaHHas B 00JbILOe TT0I0TEHIIe. [leByIKa 4yBCTBOBaIa ceOsi BAJION U yCTaIoN, HO ee pa3yM ObL
ocBexeH. inu, ckopee, ipaBuibHee Ob1JI0 OB CKa3aTh, YTO €€ YyBCTBA MPOOYKOaMuCh KaX Akl pas,



KOTr'la OHa 9YYyBCTBOBaJla ITPUKOCHOBEHNE JcTHaHa K cBouM BoyocaM. OH He TOJIBKO U3BMHUJICS, HO U
TEePIIeJINBO BLICJIYIIAJI BCE €€ JKaJI00BI 1 BJIOﬁaBOK IIOMOT UCKYIIAQThbCA.

«Y-y-y...KaK yHU3UTEeNbHO», — CeCHsib X0Tesla HAalTH MBIIINHYIO HOPY, YTOOB! CIPSATAThCS, HO KaK
TaKoe BoOOIIe MOTJIO OBITH B BEJTMKOJIEITHOM ABOPIE uMnepaTpuis?! Korga 3cTtuaH momoxkum
TIOJIOTEHIIe, OHA KOCHYJIaCh CBOMX BOJIOC, KOTOPHIE OBbITM IOYTH MOJIHOCTHIO CyXUMHU Oaromapst
TIIATEIbHOMY BBITHPAHUIO IIOJIOTEHIIEM.

— CunpHO ycTana? — CIpoCUJ CTHaH.

— Her, gemno He B 3TOM... — Cecuib IeHCTBUTEIFHO YYBCTBOBAJIA YCTAJIOCTh, HO HE HACTOJIBKO, YTOOH
ScTuaHy CTOMIO BONHOBaThCA. OHA OIIyIllana CMyIleHue, TS eMy B T1a3a.

— MHe 04YeHb XKaJllb, HO TH HE IIPOTHUB, €CJIKN MBI HEMHOT'O HpOFy'J'IHeMCH?

— Centuac?

— Ha. d gymaro, 4To nydmni crioco0d 00BSCHUTE, TTOUYeMY S COOMPAJICS BCTPETUTHLCS C IPUHIIECCOU
HOnuaHou, — 3TO MOKa3aTh JIUYHO.
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